
The Electric Telegraph Company/Electric & International Telegraph Company - 1846 to 1870 

Exhibit Objective and Scope 
The objective of the exhibit is to show the telegraph stamps issued by the first British private telegraph 
company, The Electric Telegraph Company from its creation in 1846 until the company was bought 
by the British Post Office in 1870. The exhibit includes the first British franked telegraph forms and 
the first British adhesive telegraph stamps (both for use within the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland) and stamps dedicated for use on its Continental service. The exhibit also shows the 
stamps of the South Eastern Railways, in strategic partnership with the Electric Telegraph Company. 

Introduction 
The rapid growth of the railways throughout the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in the 1840's 
allowed the railway companies to be the first to adopt telegraphs as a form of communication. They erected 
telegraph poles to run alongside their railway lines, primarily for their own use but later opened their service to 
the public as they realized the potential for increasing their profits. This service was then expanded by private 
telegraph companies, the first of these being The Electric Telegraph Company in June 1846. The directors and 
shareholders of the company were dominated by people involved in railway construction, and the company was 
the first to issue franked paper, followed by a series of stamps for the payment of telegrams sent by the public. 
The Electric Telegraph Company bought the Cook and Wheatstone patents for their electric needle telegraph and 
became operati~nal after the passing of the Electric Telegraph Company Act of 1846. The company later 
amalgamated with The International Telegraph Company in 1855 to become The Electric & International 
Telegraph Company, both companies being promoted by the same financial interests. 

Exhibit Plan (Philatelic and Company Development) 
1. Franked Message Forms 1851 and Large Adhesive Stamps 1854 (Series 1 & Series 2). 
2. Small Adhesive Stamps (Directors RG/JSF) 1861. 
3. Small Adhesive Stamps (Directors RG/HW) 1864. 
4. The Electric and International Telegraph Company Continental Stamps 1861. 
5. The Electric and International Telegraph Company association with the South Eastern 

Railway Company 1855-1870/ Epilogue 

Exhibit follows rarity scale used by Lang mead and Huggins. 
R5 - Only known in official collection e.g. Royal Philatelic Collection 
R4 - probably less than ten copies exist 
RJ- probably 10-50 copies exist 
R2 probably 50-100 copies exist 
Rl - over 100 copies exist 
Items with rating R4 & R5 are outlined in red box/red text 
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Section 1. The Electric Telegraph Company Franked Message Papers 1851 
!he Electric Telegraph Company first produced stamped stationery with a franked message paper/forms issued 
m May 1851 for the London Exhibition held in Hyde Park. These were printed by Waterlow and Sons on hand 
made wove pap~r,. watermarked_ with the name of the company in double-lined Roman capitals. Telegraph 
messages were limited to a maximum of twenty words each for the standard tariff rates but additional words 
could be added at a cost of 3d per word, with address and initials counted as full words. 
The Electric Telegraph Comp~ny grew rapidly in England because of its close links to the Railway Companies, 
sue~ as the South Eastern Railway, which was also the first to issue stamps for the payment of their telegraph 
services. Example of rare Electric Telegraph Company Franked Message Form on page 2. 

TELEGRAPHIC DES -ATCH. 

S.E.R. 

Left: The South Eastern 
Railway was one of only two 
railways to issue telegraph 
stamps. 
Mint yellow 1868 unused 
control, 1 shilling with 
control number 53004 and 
perf 12 X 12½, 
One of only five mint 
examples in private hands 
(see final page). R4 rating. 

II MEDIATE. 
----

.. 
Used Electric 
Telegraph Delivery 
envelope, with 
company emblem . 

L.C.& D.R. 

Above, Right: The London Chatham and Dover Railway is the only other railway known to issue 
telegraph stamps in the United Kingdom (it operated in competition to S.E.R.). 
Imperforate 3d black on greyish white, without control number added, bearing the wording "Stamp 
for Telegraph Message accepted upon the Company's conditions" and "Victoria Station". Used 
examples are unknown and it may be that proofs were for future issue that never materialized. 
One of only two copies of 3d value known, bears the signature of J.S.Forbes who was General 
Manager ofL.C.&D.R. in 1863. R4 rating. 



Section 1. Franked Forms (1851) and Large Adhesive Stamps (1854) 
The Electric Telegraph Company introduced adhesive stamps in May /June 1954, printed by 
Perkins, Bacon & Co., bearing the initials of JLR (John Lewis Ricaro - Company Chairman) and 
JSF (James Sealy Foudrinier - Company Secretary). These relatively large stamps measured 53 x 
67mm and stamps reinforced the company recommendation for retransmission to check accuracy, 
bearing the warning "not responsible for the transmission of unrepeated messages for whatever 
claim may arise". Stamps were printed by line-engraving in sheets of sixteen (4 x 4), printed with 
control numbers in the upper left hand comer of each stamp and with T.H. SANDERS paper 
watermark. Ten thousand of each of the ls, 2s and 2s 6d stamps were printed but only a few have 
survived (proof sheet on next page). 

S((!Mtw, of Se,uk; . • 

Inoorp~ 1 1846 

.f,ftfl~D Mf.$$~(j~ 
ef.20wmi/,s_ above100Miles. 
THE ELECTRIC TELECRAPH COMPANY 
wiJ,l rwtbe resp,m.rib/,e for lofr."$tal1es in. the 
tra:11.smit .riunofwcret,ea.ted,Message.r.lrom 
whatever caure til.ey m,zy_ ari.se.-Horwtll. the 
Compa,zy be respondhl.e 'for Jfittalus in. the 
tnmsmission.ofa repeated.Mosage,norfordel.ay 
inti,e broismissionorddive,y. 1WT" /llrrwn-tranr­
missum. or nQn-deliwy of an,y.)fe.tsage whdkr 
rel!fatzd or w,repeattd, to any extent above 
15. unless it/Je insured. 

~ ..tl,,e, ~/J'lW;j,tgg.e!} 

~b.1:/wabcnre ~-

Signature of Sender. 

Large Adhesive stamps issued 1st June 1854 (with control numbers between 9780 and 10000). 
Under 50 miles (Is 0d, black on pale pink paper, control no. 9993). 
Under JOO miles (2s 6d, black on blue paper, control no. 9987). 
Above JOO miles (5s 0d, black on white paper, control no. 9989). 
Original gum remaining on all three stamps. 
Langmead reports that fewer than ten of each of these original stamps exist (R4 rating). Sir E.D. 
Bacon stated that some of the stamps of these first three issues are of greater rarity than British 
Guiana "circulars" and the first issue of the Hawaiian Islands. 

J .r -QY- ~o;J\-4-~ -7 
e or essenger, and to 

those 

2s 6d Franked Message Paper with "Free Message Paper" instead of "Franked Message Paper", for use beyond 50 miles 
but within a circuit of 100 miles. This error sheet has control number 7 588 at left above secretary 's signature. The only other 
examples in private hands are control no. 7666 (Dr. Jain Stevenson Collection, sold to private bidder in Grosvenor Auction 

18, October 2017) and control no. 2824 which was reported by Sir Edward Denny Bacon in Post Office records and may 
still exist. Sir Edward Denny Bacon described these first message forms in 1927 as "one the greatest philatelic rarities". 

Receipt for payment on delivery of telegram , overage of 1 s 6d paid 



Section 1. Large Adhesive Stamps (1854) 
Large Adhesive stamps re-issued August 1854 (Series 2) where the distances on 
these stamps were replaced almost immediately with the written monetary values: 
These stamps could only be used for transmission on company lines within Great 
Britain and Irelaoo but not to the Continent. 

~'"?87 

".F. 
./,ftl{_ 

One sh illing. 
~E ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will n«h re.r/H>luibl, for .l fistnlu.r u1 t l1e 
tn:uumuno,,, of wu-r/,eured .lfas;_([Jf.r /'rom 
tt•hatever cause tiuy 11UO' nnse,_.Vorwtll Ot.e 
(' ompany "be re.,/>On.rihle fi>r .M'istal r,.r 1',i die 
f?wl,rmi,s.rwnofa ,.,.p,ahd.lft.t.rage,norfi,rtlday 
u1(/te_tn:msmi,siCtn.ortu{ire,y.nor/'orT101l-lrf(IIS­
m 1Z;rt(llt or111•1,-i/dffl!IJ't>ffll!J'.Me.t.raue wlt,thr 
rt/!,(aadoru1trtJNat:ed,frJal(Ye,rtmt: abo•r 
f5. u11less it:l>e 1i,su,.,,d . 

~ rui (Ae, a/11/~ieu:ed 'meJd<7.9e.O 
aa.¥Jldu,g /£rt/u:a6r,ve rmuJ,kun.1. 

S,_"t,,,atmr ofSm"rr. 

ls Od black on huff paper, plate 2, control no. 87 46 from the first printing October 
1857. 50,000 sta111ps were printed up to 1960 
2s Od black on hlue-green, control no. 76705 (overwritten cancelled in manuscript 
so possibly used but with a large part of original gum remaining), December 1858. 
This value had control numbers I 0, 00 I to I 00, 000 
Lang mead reporls that fewer than ttn of each of these original stamps exist (R 4). 

y 
e 

the 
die 

.Y 
Ul,.f-

ltetl1er 
l,o.-,! 

cZd. 

Signatur, of Stndu. 

N? 24958~-.. . 
~~~ 

J~ l~ 

JitR.:~n M£$'2i~ 
Fou1· shillin gs. 

THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will not be respo,i.rilile for .Jfistaltu in tltr 
tran.rmu.rum,ofuw-epeacedltfMs~.lrom 
whaaver cause they may_ arise_,Vorw(l!/he 
CtmtPan.Y be re.t/)ollJUJle 'for Mi.stnlus in (/1e 
b,:,nrmisdon,ofa 1Y!peatzd.Mis3'!_~/ordday 
in/he trrm.smissi011,orddiYery, 71fl2-:r__1!'1_n.·tm11s­
mwion or,um-dtlim;yof on,y)E_.raoe wltetlw 
1'1'/)$at:ed.orlDlreJNal7d,tv 011f,'.rt:ent abov, 
..£5. WlllSS it/Je zilsw-ed. 

~,du,~ e.Mq&.ef?,; 
~,ad,/waoov ~mid. 

S(qna'Ju-r of Smtlrr. 

4s Od black on white, first printing, control no. 12216, April 1856, cancelled by 
"RECEIVED THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMP ANY" oval handstamp in red, 
possibly unique. 210,000 stamps were printed up to December 1860 with control 
numbers up to I 00, 000 and an A series of A 70, 00 I to A I 00, 000 
4s Od black on white, second printing, control no. 24958, October 1856. 
Langmead reports that/ewer than ten of each of these original stamps exist (R4). 

Ri:ht: Langmead reports only two Plate Block sheets known, the 
ot~r one being "quartered" Both for messages "above JOO miles". 

• SignaJu,, of S,;;,,r, 

Incorp :p , . . (,~ 184,6 

J,ftl{_ ~ kF,n Mf.$'2i~ 
ef.20 wonls_ above 100 Miles. 
THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will ,wt be responsibl.e for Mistalu.r in. tl,e 
tru.11,mzz's.rum, of wzre/JeatedMessaues./rom 
wluu.ei•er cause tJte,r ma.)' arise,_J\fiJrwilLthe 
Com/JtulJ' be res/JOrtsiJJle fer )fistnlus in tlie 
hwwni,rsimiofa ,.,.p,aad.Afns,~nor/ortldtl,Y 
u,tll, IN11sn1i.rsion orddfrery. norlor11.0n-lral1s­
miM1'tr11 or no,,-iJ,lim;y of an,y Jlfe.rsa(le wlt.etlw­
rep;,ated or w,repeatid, to llllY ,.rtmt: above 
f5. unless it:be insured. 

¼u//11,e,CI/II/IU!,/,C&b//'IUMq,geC) 
c«:e.(Jtdm,gbdu:aoovecmu)diun.;. 

S(.qnatun: o(Stilder. 

~ <_> 

'••! , ' 
F'j~,h =~ ~ ~ (,~ J,ftl{_ '<1JVJ(£D Mf.$$~ 

e/'20 wo,rls·_ above 100 Miles. 
THE ELECTRIC T ELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will ,wt be responsible tor ,lfl:vt:a lies ui t11r 
trwismz's.rion of unrepeated Me.rsaues./7'0111 
wlwf:l'vrr ca1lse tit~y may arise._1Vorwill.ll1e • 
Com/Jlll(I' be res/J011.rible ferillisml1e.t vz (i,e 
fratb'111f.f,YtOltOfa 1'1'/)eaad11.fi,sa(/t,11or/ordelt1,Y 
intlte lrro1s,msswr1 ordelirery. n.or/or11on·trwtf­
mission or no,,-tlelivo;y of an,y ,!fcsstr(le wltetlter 
rek/al.edorzull't!/Jeatitl.tvanye.r:tent above 
...£5. UllUSS it lJe inslll'ed. 

S"end,t/u,anvne,a;ed,//')lP.fdq,geC) 
accuulungbdwaoove ~,1. 

S(qnaturr of Soul~r . 

S1:qnlllwr o/Snul,.r. 

S(.qrratu.re of Smder. 

OOl.l>j.,_ I • • . " " (,~ -846 

J,ftfl ~ kF,n Mf.$'2i~ 
(!/20 wonls_ above 100 M,"les. 
THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will not be responsible for jlfistallii.t ui tlie 
transrnitsion ofunrepeated.Jfess(!{fes.from 
wll.01:ever cause tiuy ma.r. anse_J\fiJrwil/0,,e 
Com/JtlllJI be respo,tsilJle 'for )fisall@ vi tlie 
lrammissionof a 'f'f'peaad.il./i,sa~11JJr/ortlelay • 
intlrelransTni.rs.ionordelfrery,1wrl'ornon.-trans­
mission orno,,-delim;y of' an,y Jlfcssa(le wlietlier 
t't!/;eat:ed.orwu-epeated. tv an,r extent· alJo•e 
..£5. urzle.rs itoe in.sw-ed. • 

¼id ,.t/i.e, anvne,a;ed,,.,.,.u.Mqf!& • 
acccrulurl:flh Hwaoove co,,t;;;;/itmJ. 

S(9naa,;;, of Se,uiu. 

.>< • 

Juoorp'J;, I ' 

J,ftfl~kF,D M.£$'2i~C1i,, 
ef20won:is_ above100Miles. 

THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will not be responsilile for Mistallii.t lii tlte 
traJwmir.rion ofwvv,peatedJlfessages,lrom 
wliab!ver cause tiuy mtzy arise_J\fiJrwiJLO,,e 
Co,n/Jal/J' l,e re..,/xmriJJle 'for Mi.stolu..r vz die 
tm,,.,mis.riottofa ,.,.p,aadMi.,sag,,1Ufl'/ordelay 
i1ttl1etrr:msmissionordelivery.norl'ornon-trans-
111ission or nan-deliYe,;y of' a,zy .Jfe.t.tf,l{/e wlrether 
t't/}$aad or wzrepeatetl. t» !lllJ' extent: above 
.£5. wuus it/Je i.nsu.red. 

¼u/,,.t/te,,~/J'JU.JdCl(9& 
accou:lvr,gbdwaoove c01uklio-n.t1 

crp".P. • & 
J,ftfl~kF,n :M£5'2i~u 
ef20won:is_ above100Miles. 

THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will not be l't.t/)011sible for .Jfistalte.r in tl1e 
tra.n..rmz's.rion ofu11rcpeatedjlfessa(lt.t.lrom 
wlta.Cever callse they 11uzy anse_.Vorwilltne 
Com/Jtu<J' be 1-e.r/J01!dble fer Jlfut:al@ ziz li1e 
lm,wnissiflnofa 1Y!peated.1fr,sage.11or/ordelay 
t1ttilebunsmirsi(lnurdeliver.y,1u,r/br1lQn-lrtoir­
miMion or no1Nlelti·t:1J• of' a,IJ' 1lfusa(le wl,etlrer 
l't/}$aad or Wll't!/Jeattd, tv llllJ' extent above 
...£5. u11less it/Je insured. 

¼ul, ,M.e, amm.ea:ed/J'l'leddag.& 
accotdung ardwaoove CO'IU}diun-t1. 

lnoorpp 1 

J,ft1l~kF,n Mf.$'2i~C1~ 
ef.2.0wom.s_ above100Miles. 
THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY • 
will not be l't.tPonrible for .Jfi.rtalies in. tlte 
trarzsmitsionofwll't!/)eal'etlMasaue.r./rom 
wlta.Cever cause tiuy 111.«J'. arise...J\fiJr111ll01e 
Company "be respo,irible fedfist;al,es in. tJu 
hwismi,ssionofa 1Y!peatu1Afr,s~71orfertlelay • 
m.tlre tn:ownission or delivery. n.orfor110n·trans­
mission or no,,-dil.iYe,;y of al(Y Jlfe.rsage wltetlter 
1't!/)$at:ed.orw,repeated,to any e.r:to,t above 
...£5. unlus it/Je i.nsurcd. 

~,bte,~/J'l'leddqf!& 
acco~,a;-.c/u,a,0ove,CO'IU}'dim,,1 

. ' . 
1840 

'J,ftfl D ME 
ef20wonls_ above/00Miles. 
THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
will not be respo,i.rilile for .}[,.,talu:.r in. tile 
tra:nsnzz'.rsion ofunrepeatedMessa(le.t,/ro111 
wluu:ever cause tiuy 11uzy arise._Jrorwflltlte 
CmnP(lJIJ' be res/xm,ri/Jle 'for .MutaJ,es in. die 
transmission of a 1Y!/)eaadMi.,sag,,nor/ordday 
intlretra,1s,1dssionordelivery.nor/l;r,wn-tranr­
mission 01· non-deliwy of' an,y Messaue wlt.etlur 
re/!;!at:ed. or wzrepeatitl. to !lllJ' ext:mt above 
...£5. ll/1,le.ts it/Je VISlll'td . 

¼u/,,.t/i.e,cv,I/IU!.i:ect,/J'IU'.Mqf!& 
~bbtea&overm~4. 

• SiQnat,u, of Suuler. 

S((flU!lltrt ofS,nd,r. ~ 

• SiQnatur, of S<nd,r. 

S(tprafur, nf Stnd,r. 



Section 2. Small Adhesive StampsSeries 1 Directors RG/JSF 1861 

(2i7 W.) 
Worwardccl Form). 

The next issue of stamps was designed by Charles Henry Jeens and engraved and 
lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London (1861-1870), following a tender process for a 
more conventioml 25mm x 32mm design requirement. The stamps bore the initials RG 
(Robert Grimston-Chairman from 1860) and JSF (J.S. Foudrinier-Secretary from 1854). A 
total of ten value1 were issued from 1861 to 1863, each tinted a different color according to 
the values: 3d (ochre), 6d (scarlet), ls (orange), ls 6d (rose), 2s (green), 2s 6d (brown), 3s 
(blue), 4s (black} 5s (purple) and 10s (brown). All stamps can be found with perforations 
12 and 12½, except 6d and 10s which have perforation 12½ only. The ls orange stamp was 
also issued with ai A series where the letter A is included in the control tablet as part of the 
design and this ~ries are also only perforated at 12½. The ls, ls 6d and 2s values of these 
stamps are also known unnumbered/unperforated and are reported to be proof samples by 
Langmead, whereas Lister and McDonald indicated these are likely to be remainders. 

( 
THE ELECTRIC & INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANVJ ---·.,__.__ ---'--~-ill~~ 

1863 RG/JSF 6d, 12½ perf, Langmead 
R4, less than 10 copies existing 

Full set of usedRGIJSF adhesive stamps; 3d (per/ 12½, 1863), ls (per/ 12, 1861), 
ls white tablet (perf 12½, 1863), 18d (per/ 12½, 1863), 2s (per/ 12½, 1863),2s6d 
(per/ 12, 1861), 3s (per/ 12½, 1863), 4s (per/ 12½, 1863),Ss (per/ 12, 1861), 10s 
(per/ 12½, 1863), 6d (per/ 12½, 1863) 

Right: The company used Form 277W for forwarding messages. These forms are 
always scarce as they were usually destroyed as soon as the message was sent (for 
confidentiality) while delivery forms are much more common as they were often 
filed with the correspondence received. Langmead reports the existence of only six 
unused 277W fortns from Bridport, all having a three shilling RG/JSF perforation 
12 stamp, with low control numbers between 4110 and 4498 
The lower 277W form populated in 1863, franked with 3s, low control number 
(4474) stamp but form was not apparently used as stamp is not cancelled. 

--- (27; W.) 

(Forwarded Form.) No. ol 1.teas.age _____ _ 

The Ele~!~:ic and International Telegraph Company,~;:;;;;;;;--'-:==---l!~ffi~~ 

Prefix ____ Code Time~--- wonDs To nE} Message ...... .. . _ _ SIGNALLED... ___ _ 

Received _____ m 1 
Finished _____ m f 

Repeating ..... . 

Reply ... ...... .. . 

Porterage ... " : 

To be paid out 

Date 18 ---------
Sent to _______ Station, 

by me ________ <Jlerk. 

( D Q-M M ) CAU Numbers must be wri tten at length in words) coi::'t~?!,~'.~~~•-~ f ~--Total...... ,, 
=======-

( Addrcsa ) Please to send the following Uninsured Message according to the conditions endorsed hereon. 

( MM- PQ ) FROM 

~~3~~s!~}}-----------------------------·--·-·-· 
the Stmder 
of the Mes-
sage. ------------------ ----------- -------

1'0 

--- ---- --- -

:Before signing, please to see th~t the} Signature { _______________ Signature. 
amount to be charged for the messag~ is cor• Ad;;~. of 
rectly entered above, and on the receipt, and sender. ______________ __cAddress. 
read the endorsed conditions. . . . .. 

Tbe Companv will not be answerable for Errors caused by md1stmct writmg. 

1-3 
p' 

-(!) 

=========:::::=:=======' a 0 .g 
-------'--- ~ 

~ 
--~~----~ .... 

:::: 
i::s -------o ..... 
'd' 

-------(!) 

~ 
{12 

----'-----~ 
Cl) 

• / '""$ 

.§1.i ✓- ./3426 ~ 
a !~L- • ro 

~?i&?¼i.£('-g 
" ,-,: 

--------~ 
>-; 

-------~ 
M&a/4~ 

,7" f/2 

lid ◄ ~~-~ 
~ ------- ..... 
I:$ 
p.. .... --~---~~ 
Er ---~---g. 

----~--! ..... 
p: 

- -~~-'--'---~ 

------ :::::, 

endorsed. kereon; 
the Company at 

?ie above .Lidd1·ess ; 
iepositecl ----a~--) Signaturo 

and t Addresa o! J Sender. --- ,.,. 



Section 3. Small Adhesive Stamps Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864 

The 1864 change in Company Secretary resulted in a new set of stamps with the initials changed to RG 
and HW (Henry Weaver -Secretary from 1864). The 2s 6d, 4s, 5s, and 10s values were not reissued. All 
values exist as ~rforation 12½ and 10 (after 1866), except the 3s (blue) value which only exists as 
perforation 10. 
Delivery form at this time also indicates that there was no porterage fee when the distance from the 
receiving office ooes not exceed half-a-mile. 

Full set of used 1864 RG/HW hand cancelled stamps, all perforation 12½, the scarcest of these being the 
ls (orange) value, deemed as R2 by Langmead (50 to 100 copies existing). Stamps retained the 1861 date 
in lower boxes am higher values were not reprinted in this series 

1863 Delivery Telegram to Dame 
St., Dublin (received at College 
Green Telegraph Station). 
Telegram cost (< 20 words) had 
reduced in 1863 to: 
1 s under 50 miles, 
ls 6d 100-200 miles, 
2s greater than 200 miles. 

r ~=l--~ - :\..·'"' 

f • ~~ i. 'f.: ;4_ t•., 
• ~ - ' "' ...... '- ,_, .. I, , .__ 

~ "' I •.i,-.,,{j."'". 
~ .> Lt • •'P-\ 

' '-~Co,. Lee- ~n•·i:-· t\e i 
1,_ • '- t.~f'\l:.c;1~ ..-1 
-~ i: t 

\~. /JllB ·1 \ ~ ~""/ 
,,.r),<i, ~- ' ~, 
'<·.•,l • - Messa 

t-e. ...... . • 

.-~ auction ._, ~ ~.,nllll'-"V .l'-"l' . ~1.n nrO 

~-
'):> 

' ~ 

t 
~ 

The Electric and International Telegraph 
COMPANY. 

I NCORPORATED 18 46. 

M ES S AGES 
Are transmitted to and from all the Principal Towns in 

GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAN"D, at 
I 

REDUCED RATES. 
No Charge is mnde for Porterage, when the distance does 

__ not e"cecd Half-a-mile. I 
The Company has upwards of 590 Stations in Great Britain and Ireland, 

In full operation, the whole of which are in 

D IRECT ~ OMMUNICATION 
With the Foreign Telegraph System, oid their Ha.,,<Ttte n.nd 

.... , ._,.. CON11ili~~~i, ~iil-.-'-= ~ ili• 

i&.t ..-ruch a Telegraph Station is established, nt very Reduced Rates ; the Charges on Messages to the Continent being the same from nny of the 
Company 's Provinciul Stations. F'urther particulars may be obtained llt the Company's Offices. 

6 ner..Z Q/1/ce,, T,kgrapk Stred, London, E.O. 
J11.u, 1862. 

By Order, J. S. FOURDRI1'"IER, 
" 8ecr,tary, 

, ·•t· l 

TE·LEGRAPHIC DESPATCH. IMMEDIATE 

• 
~~ 

-... ,~• 
-~ii 

- .t 3 

/ 

,., 
---C H A R GE FOR PORTERA G E. 

DISTANCE. I 
By Messenger By Messenger 

DISTANCE. Dy Messenger By Messenger on Foot.. Express. on Foot. Express. ~= ~::=:t:;·~d·;;n:a:~;cir"i~-;,tii~:::I No Chnrge. No Charge. Above One Mile, and under T,vo miles ..... l s. 0d. Zs. Od. 0s. 6d. l s. 0d. ,, Two Miles, ,, Three miles ... l s. 6d. 3s. 0d. 

No delivery by Foot Messengers beyond Three Miles. 

RG/JSF green 2s, p erf 12, first issue 1861. Rare Irish receiving cancel on reverse - College Green Dublin, only Electric and International Telegraph Company 
receiving cancel known on telegram used in Ireland (Copy to left, Ref. Hans Bergdolt, Telegraphy in Ireland, Revealer, 
page 53 Spring 2008.) Light Grey delivery envelope, in contrast to buff manila envelope previously shown. 



Section 3 Small Adhesive Stamps Series 2 RG/HW 1864 

This delivery form is the 26th issue of Form 
204 W (Delivery form A). Form now 
indicates a network of 1000 telegraph 
offices and new Company Secretary H. 
Weaver. 

General Office is now at "Telegraph Street", 
London. This is a renaming of original 
address to reflect the impact this company 
has made. 

New Form also printed by Waterlow & 
Sons, London. 

Multiples of mint adhesive RG/HW stamps. 
Perf 12 ½, first issue 1864 
Six block nf this 6d is scarce item 

RG/HW, 3d ochre, Perf 10, Issue 1866. I I RG/HW, 1 s orange, Perf 10, Issue 1866. 

RG/HW, 2s green, Perf 10, Issue 1866. RG/HW, Director Message Stamp 

The 1 s, 1 s 6d and 2s values of the RG/JSF 
stamps are also known 
unnurnbered/unperforated and are reported to 
be proof samples by Langmead, whereas 
Lister and McDonald indicated these are 
likely to be remainders. 

l 

THE ELECTRIC AND INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
INCORPORATED 1846. 

MESSAGES 
!.rt t.,-uumittcd to and from all tbo l'rincipo.J. Towm in GRE:AT BRITAIN 

and IRELAl>D, o.t 

REDUCED• RATES. 
,No Charge is made for Portcrafe, when the disto.n.ce doe,o 

not oxcecd 14!f.a.miJe. 
"be Company has upwards of 1,000 StaUons tu Grea t 
• Britain and Ireland, 

In tu.U operation, the whole of which are in 

DIRECT OO !dM UNICATION 
With the Foreign Telegraph System, oia their Hague and 

AMSTERDAM LINE, 
l! tut :Messages can be forwn.rdetl from any of their Ofilcea in Greal Britabl 0 

or Ii·ela.nd to a.ny 'l'own on the 

CONTINENT OF EUROPE 
• blished e.t very Rednced fultca; the Charges on Messai;ee to the Contin~nt being the same from a.n,y or the Comp!Uif• 

&t whlcb a 'rolegraph St&tion lo cs..s Provin~ial Stationa. 1'lll'ther particulars may be obtained at the Company • Olllcca. 

• B o ,t ,t 1807 H. WEAVER, s-~ 8oft"al O§ict1, Telegraph Street, Londtrn, • • tip , • 

(204 W.) 
Delivery Form A 

THE ELECTRIC AND INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
N.B.-Youare requested to give no fee or 

C t I St ti -F d , C urt L thb gratuity to tho Messenger, and to pay no 

INCORPORATED 18'8. 

en ra a on oun ers O , 0 ury • charge beyond those entered in thil sheet. 
PRINCIPAL COUNTRY STATIONS-

.&llllllDEEN ···-····G9, lllarllehall Street,& EDINBURGH .... 68, Princeo streel NORWICH ... ..... At the Ro~ Hot,], 

BATH .................. r9#::L~~~(0
l3uUdga. K:r::;.e~ia~g~, and PERTH'. .....•.. .. ~ta:::tlauw~/"ttatlon. 

BIBKING!lil\l ... Tc:o:,ple Dnlldin,ru, FALMOUTH .•.••• Atwena~k SLNet. l'LYA!OUTH ...... PlJmoulh side of Rt.Uy. 

~:U~lch~~. ~\" GLASGOW ········M, ~~:~1h~ &ud T:erl:i:h:!de. 
B.UW11,1 S~••· • n.;1,.ay Stallons. PORTSMOUTH .. 12, The Harf Porlae&, M 

BELFAST ... ..... :i~:· ~~~d HULL ...... ...... ~~~ i:::.i. &114 ~.!~~tT::! essage .. . 
BRIGHTON - ....... 18, Olderiei.ne, and Sontbend. P.R'SSTOK ........ At the ~way Station. 

BRISTOL •.......... l~~l,°.;!lt~i1:hdin1," LEEDS •• •• ...... ··Blill SHEFFLBLD .... :!i"r!~~,r.it. an4 Porterage ... 
B.Uw~lllallona. LEITH ............ 1?8, S""L SOUTHillPTON High Street an4 

Cil031UDGB ~Town _ J·~illll«'"' LIVERPOOL .•••. • 21, 1 At t.be RatlwayStatlon. 
• • / Railway t4lon, 9, :Esehange BttildiDP, SUNDERLAND . .. William Stree& and C b Hire 

······-rown Ba.11, and Limo Street Stulon, 1'o. WAKE.FIELD •••. At tho Com E.xchan.ge & 

Charges to Pay. 

,, 

,. 

" 

" 
" 
" ~ 

e Po p Docks, 12, Walter Slroot. Railw&y Station. a. · • • 

c .................... ~Ois~ NCBESIEB ··fl.~;1:,!i~ WATERFORD .... b'ii"!},,"':[,~)lg;;;,,,,..._ Total .. . 
BBY.·-·-... •~;:;cc:::n.an4 /, ~.~:.~;C:~•IIINl ~l.:?.~~~.::::fi~:;~a:r1.~~~L =-----'-' -=--"----

DUBLIN ····•-··•····~•':JJ:..~.._4 NEWCASTLJI. } ~;-~!~£it an4 Ballway Slat.Ion. z te lo :,'!!!'I Sona. Prlnle!1', Carpenteno' 

DUNDEE ........ - ····~=~~Cowple 1114 NEWPOII.T .... .... ~~..:=:.'\ir~ J/ . 
EdenQo.-.r. ON•TYNE •••• BallwaySlallon. A Kall. London Wall. 

,. _.,,~c t -· · .,,_;,, o . Phe followimg Message has been received at ~'-~'- . IJ [atwn. 
,. 186 

-----------.,~----~-
FROM 

TO 

CHARGES FOR PORTERAGE. 

I Dy Mesoenger By Mesaenger I 
llISTA1'CE. on Foot. Express. DISTANCK. By Messenger B1 Xeeaenger 

on Foot. Expreu. 
-------------u ...... Half-a-mile ....................................... , No Cbargd e. No Cb•rgo. I Above One :\file, andunderTwomilea. ......... . 

.&lloft Ralf-a-mile, and under One mile... ..... Os. 6 . ls. 0d. ,. •rwo Milell, ,. Three miles ........ . 

lio delh-er,y by Foot Messengers beyond Three Mi.lea. 

la. 0d. 
l s. 6d. 

Face of of 204 W Delivery Form A -Sent and received within Carlisle, 
England. - August 1867 - no porterage fee. Inset: Reverse of Form 204W 
Delivery Form A - Sent and received within Dublin -August 1867. 

Ja. 0d. 
3& 0d. 



Section 4, Electric & International Telegraph Continental Service 
Continental Stamps 1861 

The Electric Company also operated a continental telegraph service and stamps for this service were also 
designed by C.H. Jeens and lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London. These stamps had the initials R.G. and 
J.S.F. and the year of issue. Only four values were printed, namely 3d, 18d, 4s and 8s. Of these four values, only 
the 3d and 8s values are known to exist, while the others are identified from Waterlow records. The 12 x 12½ 
3d below has a blue-black vertical bar, control no. 1606, on wove paper. Lister reports that the vertical blue­
black bar was to aid clerks in readily identifying the stamps rather than as a cancel. Langmead lists this 3d stamp 
as R5, only known in institutional collections and picture shown is one of only two copies in private hands. 

•••• 

Four Shilling Die Proof in black on India paper, laid 
down on card, with additional tablets of 3d, 8s and 18d 
Rare item ex A.J Lowe (1990) and S.J Lawrie (2020) 
collections. 

Eight Shilling Imperforate Plate 
Block Proof, without control 
numbers, only known example of 
multiples of this proof 

3d Electric Telegraph Continental 
Stamp, per/ 12 x 12½, rated R5 by 
Langmead, only known in 
institutional collections. One of 
only two copies known in private 
hands. 

(204 W.) 
Delivery Form, B 

THE ELECTRIC AND lr~TE RN ATIONAL 
I.KCORPORATED 1846, 

TELEGRAPH COMPANl 
N.B.-Youare requested to give no fas or 

gratuity to the M&Henger, and to pay nc 
charges beyond those entered in this sheet. 

l Charges to Pay. 

I
I Message . .• ., n 

Porterage ... ,. ,. 
I 

Cab Hire ,. 

THE ELECTRIC AND INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
INOORPORATED 1846. 

ME SSA G E S 
Aro tral:wnitted t-0 a.nd Crom all tho Prinohlal Towns in GRXAT BRIT.ill( 

and IRELAND, at • 
REDUCED RATE S . 

No Charge is ma~~[~~~i~:a~~~-th~distMce doe11 

The Company he.a upwards of 1,000 Stations in Great 
Bdtain an<i Ireland, • 

In full operation, the whole of which are in . 

DIRE C T CO MM U N IC AT ION 
With the For eign Telegraph System, oiil their Tiague and 

AMSTERDAM LI NE, 
Bo IJ1nt'!1!essages can be forwarded from Rlly of their Offices in Great Britaia 

or Ireland to any Town on the 

CONTINENT OF E U R O P E 
.&.t which ,. Telegraph Station ;5 established, at ,-cry Reduced Rates; the Charges on Messagee t-0 the Continent being tho same l'rom any or the Compa.ny'e 

Provincial St.at.ions. :.·urther particulars may be obtained at the Company 's Offices. 

fi_,..., Qlicn, T,i,,graph Str,el , London, E.C. .4.•ptt, 1867, B. WEAVER, s- -,_ 

No enquiry respecting this Message can be attenW¥1} 
to without the production of this paper, "' 

Eight Shilling Imperforate 
Plate Block Proof, without 
control numbers, on white 
wove paper. 

Face of 204 W Delivery Form B - Received at London Telegraph Office 241 - July 1868. Issued at same time as Form A but for use 
primarily in London. Form also indicates network now at 1000 telegraph offices - New Company Secretary H. Weaver. Reverse- Received 
at High Holbom, London - August 1868 - no porterage fee. Clear receiving cancel for telegraph office 241 -High Holbom. Top of Form 
lists significant London offices. New Form (August 1867) printed by Waterlow & Sons, London. Major offices listed at top of Form. 



Section 5 . Electric & International Telegraph Company association with South Eastern Railway Company 1855 -1870/ Epilogue 
The railroad companies were the first to install the telegraphic innovations but the South Eastern Railway (S.E.R) Company only installed their telegraph in 1855. The Electric & International Telegraph Company had a 
close associati::m with the railroad companies in Great Britain, with exclusion cooperation agreements in the South, in order to prevent access to its greatest competitor, The British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company. 
The South Emtern Railway Company had an exclusive use agreement with the Electric & International Telegraph Company for sharing of telegraph lines and the railroad company had 73 stations, 285 miles of telegraph 
lines and 1083 miles of telegraph wires when the system was established in 1855. This had increased to 104 stations, 322 miles of telegraphic lines and 3083 miles of telegraphic wire in 1865. In Ireland the reverse was the 
case, where th! exclusive agreements with railroad companies were established with The British and Irish Magnetic Company and The Electric Telegraph Company was forced to find alternative routes for telegraph network. 
The South Emtern Railway was the only railroad company to issue formal adhesive stamps to be used for payment of telegraph tariffs. The first stamps were issued in 1860, printed in sheets of 12 or 24 by Charles Whiting, 
London. There were four values in first issue (yellow ls, lilac ls 6d, brown 2s 3d and green 2s 9d) with a further two values added in 1862 (red 9d and black ls 2d ). The initial SER telegraph tariff in 1855 was ls per 20 
words with 6dfor each addition 10 words (or less). This changed in 1856 to ls for 20 words up to 25 miles and ls 6d for 25-50 miles. Messages sent on Sundays had an additional fee of ls. 

1862 perforated proof of 9d in 
red, without control no., perf 
12, with gum. 
This is the only example known 
in private hands. 
Rated R4 by Langmead, less 
than 10 copies existing, most 
contained in the Royal 
Philatelic Collection. 

Unused Control 
Stamp 
1862 Black ls 2d, 
perf 12, control 
no. 2014. 
Rated R3 by 
Langmead, 
problbly 10 to 50 
copies existing. 

Unused Control 
Stamp 
1860 Brown 2s 
3d, perf 9, control 
no. 1413. 
Rated R4 by 
Langmead, fewer 
than ten copies 
existing. 

Unused Control 
Stamp 
1868 Grey ls 6d, 
perf 12 X 12½, 
control no. 19003. 
Rated R3 by 
Langmead, 
probably 10 to 50 
copies existing. 

Rare - Imperforate plate proofs of 
1860 stamps. 
ls yellow, ls 6d lilac, 2s 3d brown 
and 2s 9d green, all without control 
numbers. 1 s and 1 s 6d with large 
part original gum, others without 
gum. Stamps from this first issue 
had perf. 9 and each are considered 
rare (all rated R4 by Langmead). 

Unused Control Stamps: 
1860 Green 2s 9d, perf. 9, control no. 
608 & 688, with large part of original 
gum. Rated R4 by Langmead, fewer than 
ten copies existing. 
Discovery. 
Langmead reports control stamps from 
600 to 630, whereas second example has 
control no. 688. 
This was the only printing of this stamp. 

Unused Control Stamps: 
Pair of yellow 1868 1 s, with 
control numbers 54756/7, which 
are the highest numbers as yet 
recorded. There are only five 
mint 1 s known, with added rarity 
as the only multiple. Paper has 
clear watermark and perforations 
run to the edge, leaving the side 
of the edge stamp imperforate. 

Rare Imperforate 
plate proof of 
1862 stamp: ls 2d 
black, without 
control number. 
Rate R4. 

Epilogue. The Electric and International Telegraphic Company was the most successful private company in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and it boasted control of 1,500 miles of 
telegraphic line by 1848 and 15,000 miles of wire by 1851 (within Great Britain and Ireland). Ultimately the success of the private companies and the need to further extend the telegraphic network, led to the 
Telegraphic Act 1868, which conferred power on the Postmaster General to acquire the existing Telegraph Companies, with a further Telegraph Act in 1869 required to ensure a Post Office monopoly going 
forwrud. The private telegraph systems were finally transferred to the Post Office on 4th February 1870, the main arguments for this change being uniformity of charges and the wider extension of the telegraphic 
service. The Electric and International Telegraphic Company was purchased by the Post Office for £2, 938, 826 and of all the private companies, this was the only one to destroy all its papers, stamps and 
printing plates. This fact, along with the established practice of destroying stamped telegraph transmission forms to maintain confidentiality, means many of these stamps are very difficult to acquire. 
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