
Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 South America Airmail 1930 - 1937 

Objective: The Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 flew for almost nine years, from 1928 to 1937. The objective of this 
exhibit is to demonstrate the critical link that this airship played in the development of an airmail service from 
Europe to South America. The airship made four demonstration flights to Brazil between 1930 and 1931 
before initiating the first commercial passenger and airmail service from Europe on 20th March 1932. The 
significant volume of airmail carried by the airship was critical in establishing and maintaining the commercial 
viability of the Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 flights to South America. 

Exhibit Scope: The Graf Zeppelin made 65 transatlantic return flights to Brazil, with a single onward 
journey to Argentina. The airship was the primary German Postal Service until July 1935, when it switched 
to Deutsche Lufthansa {DLH) planes. Exhibit contains outward mail from 66 countries and return mail from 
all seven South America Countries. 

Graf Zeooelin 127 South America Fli«: hts 
Year 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 
Number 
of Flights 1 3 9 9 12 16 13 2 

Significance of this Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 Airmail Exhibit 
• The Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 provided the first scheduled transatlantic airmail service to South America 

and was almost exclusively dedicated to this service after 1932. 
• The Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 service was integrated with the DLH aircraft service, as aircraft capability 

and range increased. Exhibit tracks the development of this combined service. 
• The airship made its first transatlantic flight in 1928, for which the German Reichpost issued two 

stamps to be used on this flight. These were overprinted for the first South America flight in 1931. The 
Zeppelin company held agreements with the relevant postal authorities that most of the postage fee 
was retained by the company, after the international postage rate was retained by the post office. 

• Many countries issued stamps or overprints to be used in conjunction with this service, with examples 
of all those known in this exhibit. 

• Two South America flights {1930 flight and final 1933 flight) continued on to the US, where the US had 
also issued stamps for use on these specific flights. 

• Special Syndicate Condor flights connected with the Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 at Recite and Rio Janeiro, 
for onward delivery of mail across South America and were critical to the success of the service. 

• The Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 carried its final mail in May 1937, when it ceased operation following the 
fatal explosion of its sister ship, the Hindenburg (LZ-129). This tragedy, and the development of the 
aircraft, prematurely closed the golden era of the zeppelin travel, an important postal historical link in 
the development of airmail. 

Section Exhibit Plan 
Section 1 Pre-commercial South America Flights 1930 & 1931 
Section 2 Launch of Commercial Scheduled Flights to South America 1932 
Section 3 Commercial South America Service 1933 - including Century of Progress flight to US 
Section 4 Commercial South America Service 1934 - including the only flight to Argentina 
Section 5 DLH Support Services 1935 to 1937 - where airship primarily carried printed matter 

and on board mail 

Bibliography (selected texts) 
• J. Duggan and J. Graue; Commercial Zeppelin Flights to South America {1995) 
• J. Graue and J. Duggan; Deutsche Lufthansa South Atlantic Airmail Service 1934-1939 {2000) 
• Ledar, Dieter; Wilcsek, Bob; Ganz, Cheryl; Dixon, Michael; Weinhardt, Stephen; Boeckel, Emile; 

Zeppelin Post Journal, edited by Dieter Leder, TOPONERLAG publication. 

Rarity Key: Individual mail of particular significance or • 
importance is indicated by use of red lettering/ outer box. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1930 Pan America Flight 
The first Graf 127 demonstration flight to Brazil took place in 1930. The airship flew from its base at 
Friedrichshafen in Germany, to Recife (Brazil) and then continued on to Lakehurst in New Jersey, USA. The 
flight became known as the "First Europe Pan-America Flight". 

Correctly franked 
at 2RM, using 
1928 Zeppelin 
stamp which had 
been reissued with 
the inscription 
"South America 
Flight". 

Red Zeppelin 
cachet for this 
flight, with the 
inscription "Graf 
Zeppelin Airship 
South America 
Flight". 

l 

Via Rio de Janeiro 
;I' ' 

==================-=- - - •, 

Mit Luftpost 
Par avion 

• f ice, 

. 

ica 

·~.· . 

\ \ ", \ 

I , 

Mr. c. Braga=Guerrei ro 
Cai xa Postal 2552 

Rio de Jane iro 

re~ 
~ (l) . 

~~-
' 'r'~ .~ 

' ·~/: 
.__..c-.~ 

$2. 60 Higher 
denomination 
US stamp issued 
to cover the 
complete pan 
America-Europe 
journey. Purple 
cachet (TYPE I) 
showing dotted 
line complete 

-

journey. This 
cover sent by 
steamer across 
Atlantic and 
carried by 

' 

surface to 
· Friedrichshafen 

where it was 
loaded onto the 
airship. 

.., t 4 AJflE 

Fli2htNo Journey 1930 South America Fli2ht Flyin2 Time: Distance 
062 Friedrichshafen -Seville 17:17, 18 May - 18:49, 19 May 25.32 hrs/min 2612 km 
063 Seville - Recife 09:28, 20 Mav - 23:20, 22 May 61.52 hrs/min 6373 km 
064 Recife - Rio de Janeiro 05 :59, 24 May - 11 :25, 25 May 31.26 hrs/min 2404 km 
Postmarks 18 May Friedrichshafen, 25 May Rio de Janeiro, 25 May Manha. 
Flight had its first stop in Seville, Spain, then flew to Recife, Brazil, then onward to Rio de Janeiro where it stayed on 
the ground for just over an hour before returning to Recife for a further two day layover. The airship the flew to 
Lakehurst, before flying back to Europe. 120kg mail, no freight and 13 passengers were carried on this flight. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 

G44b9 

1930 Pan America Flight 

Spain to Brazil; 
Frankedat8 
pesetas, rate 
subsequently 
established at 2 
pesetas 30 cents. 
(Base rate 30 cents 
(unregistered), 
airmail surcharge 2 
pesetas. 

Red Flight cachet; 
"GRAF ZEPPELIN 
- SOUTH 
AMERICA­
SEVILLA 1930", 
applied to Spanish 
mail. 

Flight 063: Spanish letter carried on the second leg of the Graf 127 flight to Recife, Brazil, postmarked 16 
May at Seville, with 23 May Brazilian back stamp. 

Switzerland to 
Brazil; Card 
correctly franked at 
special 1930 all 
inclusive rate of 2.5 
Francs; franking 
features the Swiss 
1923 "Icarus:' 

Red zeppelin flight 
cachet for mail 
loaded at 
Friedrichshafen. 

GRAF ZEPPELIN 
SWITZERLAND - BRAZIL 

GRA 

'" ,;;,. ½-------_ 
✓-~\(~~ 

)\~-

Mit Flugpost I 
Par poste aerienne 

Con posta aerea 

o,\,?r1'---> 
. GO MEZ SANCHEZ, 
STELMANN & CIA. , 

PERNAMBU CO, BRAZIL 

Flight 062/063: Swiss postcard carried on the first two legs of the Graf Zeppelin 127 flight to Recife, Brazil, 
postmarked 16 May at Romanshorn. Good example of Treaty Mail from Switzerland. Mail for this flight had to 
be forwarded in a franked envelope (at normal rates) to Friedrichshafen (Bodensee) post office, with the label 
"Dispatches for 1 st South America Flight of Graf Zeppelin 127". The mail weight limit for this flight was 20g. 



Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1930 Pan America Flight 

The Luftshiffbau Zeppelin GmbH (Zeppelin operating company) made an agreement with the German postal authorities in 
April 1930 that the zeppelin company would receive four fifths of the total postage paid for carriage of German airmail. An 
agreement was also put in place that higher charges could be applied for special flights. The charges for mail handled from 
other countries had to be agreed with the individual countries concerned. 

Sevilla, Spain. 

Franked with private 
Condor-Zeppelin 5000 
reis stamp issued by 
Luftschif.fbau Zeppelin 
GmbH and 300 reis 
Brazil definitive 
surface rate to 
Europe). Correct rate 
to Europe was I 0, 000 
reis, but confusion as 
Condor published 
different rate to 
German post office. 

~ia- Graf Zeppelin 

Pernamb~co, LrJc st1ta1 e b" to--S~villa 
Violet diamond Type I 
shaped cachet applied 
to all flights 
originating in Europe. 

Franked with private 
Condor-Zeppelin 5000 
reis stamp issued by 
Luftschif.fbau Zeppelin 
GmbH and 200 reis 
Brazil definitive for 
surface rate to US 
(underfranked by I 00 
reis). 

Stamp issued for use to 
Europe but overprinted 
with USAfor this flight. 
Stamp also has Zeppelin 
overprint. 

Flight No Journey 
065 Rio de Janeiro- Recife 
066 Recife - Lakehurst (USA) 
067 Lakehurst (USA) - Seville 
068 Seville - Friedrichshafen 

von M e ister, 

578 Madison Avenue 

' N e w--York N. Y. 

U. S . A . 

Time, date, 1930 Flights Flying Time: Distance 
12:40 25 May - 12:42, 26 May 24.02 hrs/min 2068 km 
15:06, 28 May - 12:25, 31 May 69 .19 hrs/min 7487 km 
03:12, 03 June-18:03 , 05 June 62.51 hrs/min 6390 km 
18:25, 05 June - 19:21, 06 June 24.56 hrs/min 2114 km 

Postmarks Upper Card; 28 May Recife (Condor Syndicato ), 05 Jun Seville with machine cancel. 
Lower Card: 24 May Rio de Janeiro (Condor Syndicato ), transit 28 May Recife, reverse 31 May with green 
" Pan American cachet". 

Conflicting airmail rates from Brazil were published by Condor and the US & German post offices with the surcharge to 
Europe being particularly confusing. This resulted in the acceptance of almost any rate. Use of the Condor adhesives were 
suspended at the end of 1930. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1930 Pan America Flight 

The flight numbers used to denote each flight are the original numbers assigned by the Zeppelin company and each is 
measured from take-off to landing. Many flights also had in-flight stops for mail drops or pick-ups but these do not 
appear in the official flight list. In the 1930 flight to Brazil, mail drops were made at Cape Verde Islands and Bahia .. 

21106 

l 
via "Graf Zeppelin" from 
RIO ~E JANEIRO to .EAKEHURST 

22477 

~-;f}_~ 
'fOlft, /J~/3~ 

13~. 
IV(M,r~­

/1,f_ J. ft. 

~ 

~j 

, .... ...... 

• O~JA~'(,.' . 

R. J. Schwarz 

'F 

. . , 1823 Touhy Avenue 
• •. (Rop.:ers Park Station) 

Chicago, I l linois 

• 

Flights 65/66: Covers from Rio de Janeiro to Lakehurst, franked with higher denomination Condor-Zeppelin 
franking, each with required Brazil 300 reis definitive. Both covers are correctly franked with 10,000 reis Condor­
Zeppelin letter rate to US, but the 30,000 reis ultra marine issue has been overprinted with 10,000 reis and original 
value blocked out, because of shortages of the 10,000 bright rose issue. 
Lower cover is scarce issue due to its overprint and rate adjustment downwards. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 

Uruguay to 
Germany: cover 
over franked by 1 
cent (12 cent 
international rate 
and 45 cent 
zeppelin 
surcharge on this 
flight). 

Mit" r,: 

V 

nac ~~!v . "' , 
~ • 

T 

.... ... .... 
S.CV !• 

1, ; . 

• ,_,:,"':~ :. 
""' ~"' 

Briefmarkenhandelshaus 

r, errn 

AL:MAN 

Norbe_rt F~J\~_£4er 
W1e ' Z1- 69J/') He.rrrr 
Alt ' 9 ] N&.l ter 

(if 
...:_Y'J\'C><> . 

Wien, den 
.,Standard Gopoka" PDBtk. DRGM. DRWZ. Otto Sohob Bartin SW B1 

Glinther 
Wien IX/1 
ClusiUSf'a SSE: lo 

1930 Pan America Flight 

Argentina to 
Germany: correctly 
franked at 1.55peso (5 
cent international card 
rate to Europe and 1.5 
peso zeppelin 
surcharge on this 
flight) . 
Covers on this flight 
most commonly had a 
zeppelin surcharge of 
3 peso but variable 
rates are also frequent. 

Uruguay and Argentina letters carried on return flight to Europe, via Lakehurst and Seville. 
Argentina card also has the less common lower denomination overprints of "ZEPPELIN - 1 er Vue lo 1930"(First Flight 
1930) and an example of the relatively scarce (on cover) 50c green overprint. 
Both covers have purple Type I cachet Uoining flight before Lakehurst) with dots joining all stops on the flight. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1930 Pan America Flight 
Post for the Pan America flight originating in the US, carried one of two magenta diamond shaped cachets with the words 
"First Europe Pan-America Round Flight". Cachet Type I displayed the flight path for the round trip to Friedrichshafen while 
Cachet Type II, which was applied in New Jersey, displayed only the flight path for the remaining journey back to 
Friedrichshafen. Three US stamps were issued for this pan-America flight, costing $0.65, $1.30 and $2.60, and they went 
on sale at philatelic agencies at each of the 97 major post offices in the United States. These were the first zeppelin stamps 
issued outside of Germany and were very expensive at the time ( even without post war depression) and hence are now 
relatively scarce. All revenue from this issue was agreed to be given to the zeppelin company. 

~. ..... ~liellanu .. , 
14 lla.lakoff t:it., 

~aulfield, ~. E. 7, 
Melb'Ju · . 

,rt.-··~ 
~ -,s,,_~ 

!!~' (':\ 
h,,_~~ 
~{!~~;_.-> 

• 

Upper Card: US card correctly franked with 65c US issue (Postal stationery prepaid card is over franked by le for 
convenience). Card sent from Lakehurst to Seville and then returned by surface mail to US. (V arick St. Station 
postmark 31 st May, Seville postmark 5th June and New York receiving cancel on 16th June). 
Lower Cover: US to Australia, sent by surface mail to Lakehurst (postmark 31 st May at Philadelphia), then by airship 
to Friedrichshafen and then by surface mail to Australia (Reverse receiving CDS at Caulfield, Victoria 14th July 1930). 
This cover also has red circular cachet applied at Friedrichshafen, which was intended for mail origination from 
Friedrichshafen. Overfranked by 2c for convenience because of 2c postal stationery envelope. 
Australia is a very scarce destination for zeppelin mail from this flight or for zeppelin mail in general. 
Both card and cover have purple Type II cachet for mail joining the flight at Lakehurst for the final flight leg to Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 

l'IU ~UHSdlill 
oral Zeppelin 
zo belordern 

Absender: 
Behren1-Neuheiten-Dlen1t 
Braun1chwefg 
Poslfach 163 

1930 Pan America Flight 

PPELIN» 

Both Covers 
correctly franked 
with $1.30 US 
adhesive for the 
final leg of this 
flight. Both covers 
also have Type II 
cachet ( sinhle line 
of doits from 
Lakehurst to 
Friedrichshafen) 
for this leg of 
flight. 
Lower cover 
correctly franked at 
1.25 Cordobas for 
registered carriage 
to Havana ( 4 of the 
adhesive stamps 
have surcharges of 
0.15CS or 0.20CS 
and reverse has 
0.05CS m 
adhesives). 

Upper cover: New York to Friedrichshafen - US postmark at Grand Central Station, New York, May 1 st, 
held over for zeppelin flight and reverse receiving stamp on 6th June at Friedrichshafen). 
Lower cover: Nicaragua to Germany. Registered cover posted on 15th May at Managua, where zeppelin 
airship was originally scheduled to land but was aborted at short notice due to weather conditions. Cover 
then sent to New York and onward to Lakehurst. Cover also franked with $1.30 US adhesive, correct tariff 
for zeppelin surcharge to Friedrichshafen. Reverse had CDS at 15th May Managua, 18th May Havana, 22nd 

123rd 127th May New York and 6th June Friedrichshafen. This is the only Graf Zeppelin 127 flight to carry 
mail from Nicaragua, less than ten pieces known on this flight. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1931 First Flight (Outward Leg) 
The Graf 127 flew three South America flights in the second half of 1931 before announcing a regular scheduled 
commercial service in early 1932 between Germany and South America. This was the first regularly scheduled 
nonstop intercontinental airline service in the world. Every Graf Zeppelin flight landed first at Recife in 
Pemarnbuco, with the only other South America landings being frequently to Rio de Janeiro and once to Buenos 
Aires. A key to the success of this service was the Condor connection flight, connecting other South America 
cities. The Condor Syndicate also worked as a Lufthansa subsidiary which became known as "Servicos Aereos 
Condor". 

Austria to Brazil; 
Correctly franked 
at 3.3 schillings; 
3 0 grosschen 
international card 
rate and 3 
schillings zeppelin 
surcharge . 

Part of mail 
drop at Cape 
Verde (only 
0.9kg mail 
dropped). 

• 

Below: Mail posted 
on board airship. 

Fli ht No 

Mit Flugpost 
Par avion • 

Herrn 

hneiker 
p ostal 294 

Ludwig Tomitza, 
WIEN, V., 

Castelligasse 20. 

i t y b a / Parana 
BraAilien 

There were two 
green cachets for 
this flight with that 
shown on upper 
cover indicating 
that flight was 
bound for Recife 
(or dropped before 
arrival). The green 
cachet on the lower 
cover indicates 
that the mail off 
loaded at Recife 
and was carried to 
Rio de Janeiro by 
Condor plane. 
Correctly franked 
at 4 RM. 

Distance 
216 Friedrichshafen - Recife 21:36 29 Au , 18:45 01 Se t 7919 km 
Post~arks Upper Card: 24 Aug Wein, 29 Aug Friedrichshafen, 31 Aug Cape Verde. 

Lower Cover: 30 Au On Board Mail, 3 Se t Rio de Janeiro on reverse , 4 Se t Manha Brazil . 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 

,. , .. .... . 
•" • 

-, 
' ' . .; ·· I, 

THE ADDRESS TO BE W 

Flight 216 Above: German card correctly franked at 2 M. 
Flight 216 Below: German cover correctly franked at 4 RM. 

' 
i, £ 

E 

1931 First Flight (Outward Leg) 

Both letters have green rectangular "First South America Flight of 1931" cachet, which identified this 
cover as having flown onward to Rio de Janeiro by Graf Zeppelin (as confirmed by back stamp). 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1931 First Flight (Return Leg) 

Brazil to France: 
Correctly franked 
at 8$900 reis; 
400 reis 
international 
letter and 3 X 
2$500 per 5g plus 
1$000 
registration fee 
up to 20g. 

Via GoZe-ppelin 
ALCIDES MASCARENHAS 

Rua do Moinho n° 17 (Toror6) • 

BAHIA (Brazil) 

Chari:w i on 

Para ~ . A. Mascarenhas) 

. :·· 13- Rue D".::-ouot • ·;r" 
'., ~. 

\ ~ •• '1 

GORDINHO BRAUNE 5 /A 
,CAIXA POSTAL, 905 

SAO PAULO 

VIA AEREA 

Illno •. 

14, 1ue Jules - Domi~n 

(FRANCA) 
> 

PARIS 

\VIA CONDOR-ZEPPE!JN 
C • I " • - ~"'"·"'" m.:a 

Flight No First South America Flight of 1931 
217 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 03 :23 04 Sept, 15:47, 07 Sept 

P A:S.IS --------

Brazil to 
France: 
Franked at 
5$600; 400reis 
international 
letter and 2 X 
2$500 per 5g 
(over franked 
by 200 reis). 

Flying Time: I Distance 
80.24 hrs/min I 8175 km 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 02 Sept Curreio, 07 Sept Friedrichshafen, 08 Sept Paris. 
Lower Cover: 31 Aug San Paulo, 07 Sept Friedrichshafen, 08 Sept Paris. 

Flight 217: Both letters have Brazil-Europe confirmation cachets. Covers contain the two provisional 
stamps with surcharges of 2$500 reis (zeppelin surcharge per 5 g) and 5$000 reis, issued by the Brazilian 
post office to inaugurate the launch of this airmail service. This was first flight to accept registered post. 
Return flight carried 110kg mail, no freight and ten passengers. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1931 Second Flight (Outward Leg) 

' 

Card correctly 
franked at 2 RM 
for Brazil, the 
franked at 2$500 
reis for return 
journey to 
Germany (Flight 
details on next 
page). 

Flight No 
221 
Postmarks 

QS:I ifj 

Mit Luftschiff Graf .:Zeppeli!l. 

J\bsender : 
Fa. 

T 0 

Second South America Flight of 1931 

• 
Cover is rare in 
that it was 
opened in 
Friedrichshafen 
post office and 
officially sealed 
for the flight. It 
is also franked 
with 4 RM 
stamp which has 
the overprint fo~ 
the 1931 Polar 
Flight. 

PERNAMBUCO 

Brasilien. 

I Flying Time: I Distance 
Friedrichshafen - Recife I 00:15 18 Sept, 22:45 20 Sept I 70.30 hrs/min I 7985 km 
18 Sept. Friedrichshafen, 22 Sept. Rio de Janeiro. 

Both cover and card have special red cachet "The airship Graf Zeppelin will wait for four days in Pemambuco 
for your reply". Both also have purple cachet for this flight. Cover off-loaded at Recife and flown to Rio de 
J anei:ro by Condor plane.140 kg mail, no freight and 10 passengers carried on the outward journey. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1931 Second Flight (Outward Leg) 

Hungary to Brazil; 
franked at 4 pengo 
(card rate not set but 
letter rate was 400 
filler international 
letter and 4. 3 pengo 
per 5g weight, i.e. 4. 7 
pengo total). 

Mit Luftschiff 
Graf Zeppelin 
zu befordern 

his Pernambuco 

2EP EU ,..., N 

Cover has cachet for 
2nd flight of 1931 and 
additional cachet 
applied in Hungary­
"ZEP P ELIN 
UT JAN". Cover sent 
by surface to 
Friedrichshafen and 
onward by airship to 
Recife. 

Hit lulfsdlill 
,,Graf Zeppelin" 

von 

oanzte 
und Anschlu~flug bis 

Abs. : Behrens-Neuheiten-Dlenst 
Braunschweig 

' . 

• 
LEGI POSTA 

PAR AVION 

Herrn 

Alexander Berezowski 

Friedrichshafen/Bodense e 

Asuncion / Paraguay -----Pte. Franco 264 

Danzig to 
Paraguay: 
correctly 
franked at 3 
gluten, standard 
rate for 
1930/1931 
flights. 

Cert. behind 

Danzig to Paraguay: Danzig to Berlin (surface mail on 16th Sept.), Berlin to Friedrichshafen (by plane 
18th Sept.), to Recife (by airship 18th Sept., arrive 20th Sept.), to Rio de Janeiro (by Condor plane 20th 

Sept), to Buenos Aires (by Condor, arrive 23rd Sept) and to Asuncion (by surface mail, arrive 27th Sept. , 
cancel on reverse). Cover has red cachet for Berlin flight and purple cachet for Graf Zeppelin 127 flight. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1931 Second Flight (Return Leg) 

End. tele- e phonog,.,,,Specb" dper 6 d (8 ~ comoos, Ribeirn e Bmges 
Caixa Postal 96 Successores de SPERB, FELIPPE & CIA. Telephone 4688 

Seccos e Molhados por atacado 

AV. JULIO DE CASTILHOS 385 • PORTO ALEGRE 
RIO GRANDE DO SUL • BRASIL 

An da11 

eoNDO re-sYNVIe.Af', 
fur Herrn ... f.ta.Uet!IW ~4fet: 

13erlinSW69 
.fl!lemanha Lio.dco.slt'fJIJ&" 81 

Flight 222: Porto Alegro to Recife by Condor plane, loaded on airship; correctly franked with 5$400 reis 
for I0g letter, (400 reisfor international letter up to 20g and 2$500 reis per 5g zeppelin surcharge). 

MONTEIRO, HEINSFURTER & RABINOVITCH 
ENGENHEIROS 

AV, RIO BRANCO, 69/77 • 6,9 ANDAR • SALAS, 11 /18 
RIO DE JANEIRO 

76979 

Flight 222: Brazilian commercial cover, Rio de Janeiro to Recife by Condor plane and loaded on airship; correctly 
franked with 2$900 reis for 5g letter (400 reis for letter up to 20g and 2$500 reis per 5g zeppelin surcharge). 

14 



Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 

Germany to 
Brazil and return 
Mixed Franking; 
Cover correctly 
franked at 4 RM 
for outer journey 
and at 5$400 for 
return journey 
(international 
letter rate of 
400reis and 
2$500 reis p er 5g 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Posted on Board, 
as seen by 1 8th 

Oct. cancel. 

J\bsender: 

~ it Luffschifl .,Graf ZeppeUn" 
und~yff/~ljjY Jif.fjz.zctto.rYtzi-es: 

IH G QAJ: ZE PPELIN 
ERIKAFAHRT 1931 

,__ Abt. 4. C:::: ' __ w_1_E_N_1 __ 
1
~-r 

2420 

rt. 

1931 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

-~·~ -:~~&-ctGf), -
- -i ·~ ~ __ --=:?:~- -

~U f.SC ttl~ ► G~AS: ZEPPELIN 
.i;. .;u~~ERIKAFA QT 1931 

Achtung 1 Benutztn Sie !tppelin• 
ROckf@t:tl r~. 1tlpemeb~ ~ !hr~ . 
Antwort dcm Flugdienst Condor. 

Atten9ao.Appr~ et2%eiei oB O O 0 
Do ,,Zeppelin". f ~ue-su~~...------

s . . AC,. B ,r as111en . 
post:l ao erv1<;0 ereo onctor. 

Green Third 
South America 
flight cachet. 

Austria to 
Argentina; 
correctly franked 
at 2S 30gr for 
registered card 
(zeppelin mail 
from Austria 
accepted with 
various rates, not 
strictly controlled 
until 1932. 

Flight No Third South America Flight of 1931 I Flying Time: I Distance 
229 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 00:08 17 Oct, 00:13 20 Oct I 72.05 hrs/min I 7882 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: On board post 18 Oct 1931, Recife 20 Oct 1931 (Reverse), Manha 22 Oct 1931 

Lower Cover: 14 Oct Vienna, 17 Oct Friedrichshafen, 22 Oct Buenos Aires 
Lower Cover: Registered mail from Austria to Buenos Aires. This was the first flight to have official acceptance of 
registered mail. Unlike other mail at this time, which had to be sent to Friedrichshafen, registered mail could be sent directly 
from any post office. Mail off loaded at Recife and flown by Condor plane to Buenos Aires. 
Syndicato Condor Route. 
Syndicato Condor had a connection flight from Recife, which flew via Rio de Janeiro to Buenos Aires. Route was Recife - Bahia - Rio 
de Janeiro - Santos- Paranagua - Floerianopolis - Porto Alegre - Rio Grande - Montevideo - Buenos Aires. 
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Section 1 Pre Commercial Demonstration Flights 1931 Third Flight (Return Leg) 
.-----

~HtetfizA'cV 
~ . 

cll/4nu un?"/?Y. 

~ ~41?//41:ntl,,I,: 

~# ?1'/ ~ 
-~(~,t;_ Yfi/~ ~ ·. 

( - • \ • 

R N.-- -_..:..=a- -

..... -----..... ~----'!:"":-"".,}, 

Brazil to The 
Netherlands; 
Correctly franked 
at 11 $400 for 20g 
letter (400reis 
international 
letter + 1 000reis 
registration + 4X 
2$500 reis). 

Paraguay to 

0 n 
Hermann E. Sieger . 
Lorch- Wurttemberg1 ' 

✓-iJ,J.,, 

ercer vue o Graff Zep~el in 
Pernambuco(Sud America) 
Friedrichsha.fen-1931 

Germany; registered 
cover, franked at 2 2. 4 
pesos (early 
Paraguay rates had a 
lot of change due to 
inflation, but rate 
settled at 2 4. 5 pesos 
for registered 5g 
cover in 1932). Cover 
franked with four of 
the first overprinted 
zeppelin stamps from 
Paraguay. The 
international 
card/letter rate for 
Paraguay had to be 
paid in ordinary 
Paraguayan stamps 
while the zeppelin 
surcharge was 
generally franked with 
Paraguayan zeppelin 
stamps. 

Flight No 
231 
Postmarks 

~L~NWHA 
,1~ 

~ 
1-·PO " r;•~-F ZE °'~""-

COflq 
- -·,,_;"·•_ 

Third South America Flight of 1931 I Flying Time: I Distance 
Recife - Friedrichshafen I 02:05 24 Oct, 05:48 28 Oct I 99 .4 3 hrs/min 18170km 
Upper Cover: 20 Oct Porto Alegro, 28 Oct Friedrichshafen, 29 Oct Plauen 
Lower Cover: 19 Oct Buenos Aires, 28 Oct Friedrichshafen. 

Both covers flown by Condor to Recife, by reverse of flight path shown on outward flight (previous page). 
16 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 First Flight (Outward Leg) 

England to 
Brazil; 
correctly 
franked at 1 0d 
(pence) for 
printed matter 
carriage to 
Brazil. 

Flight No 
234 
Postmarks 

cJ-t ~ Jd.? _f,M ~ 

1//J~,, ~~~/~ I/ 

Mit Luftpost 
Par avion L Per aeroplano 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

11-Y GRlu• Zl:~PPBLIN 

PIU N'.1. ....:.1) P , P .. m 

fr o~ Fr i edrichshafen . 

1932 marked the first 
scheduled commercial 
service of the Graf 
Zeppelin 127 to South 
America, with four initial 
biweekly flights 
scheduled between 
March and May. 

Lichtenstein to Brazil; 
printed matter correctly 
franked at 1.75 Fr. 
Treaty Mail. 

\ 
\ 

i-{ ~ Z~PPtLIN • . . 05 .... 

t IKA~Al~RT 
~J:- ----- 19 32 

'/. ~)U 
... 11(' 

I N.. • .. i\i.'ili\ 
I 

'•schi 
\'I' • 
I 'i_e\\\\~\\I\ 
I / 

.1•E 

Sr . .1anulp~10 011 ve ira 
Redncao da , . ~arde 

BARIA 
Braz il. 

First South America Flight of 1932 I Flying Time: I Distance 
Friedrichshafen - Recife I 23:35 21 Mar, 19:38 23 Mar I 68.05 hrs/min I 7840 km 
Upper Cover: 17 March Vaduz, 21 Mar Friedrichshafen, 21 Mar Recife. 
Lower Cover: Liverpool, 19 Mar Berlin, 24 Mar Bahia. 

Purple "Globe" cachet for first South America flight of 1932 visible on both covers. On the launch of this 
commercial airmail service to South America, most European countries concluded agreements with Reich 
Post for acceptance of zeppelin mail. 
105 kg mail & 100 kg freight carried on this flight. 

17 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 First Flight (Outward Leg) 

• 
~fifrf .,_,;;---:;-"-:: -----~· 

'-1 - 3 . 

a No.414 
(Aparta • 415) 

ZEPPELIN _-...,.....__ aquil 

Ecuador ....... 
CONDOR- SYNDJCAT -----■•--

~ !.<iu~~ GRA~ Zf PPfU 
• ri<Il<At:AURT 

1912 

Germany to Ecuador (Scarce cover, destination not permitted as no treaty signed with Zeppelin company); 
printed matter correctly franked at 3.0 RM for 8g mail to any South America location beyond Brazil (1.5 RM per Sg 
weight). Mailed 18th Mar. Leipzig, transit through Friedrichshafen 21 st Mar., arrival stamp in Guayaquil (reverse qmcel) 
on 30th April. 

Austria to 
Checkoslovakia to 
Germany to Brazil 
(Unusual mixed 
franking); Card 
registered _and sent from 
Vienna (17th Mar), 
routed through Prague 
(17th March) to Berlin, 
flown to Friedrichshafen 
( circular red flight 
cachet) and by airship to 
Recife (23 rd Mar) and 
Condor plane to Rio de 
Janeiro (24th Mar, 
reverse). 

ff Graf Ze 
iidamerika 

18 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 First Flight (Return Leg) 

POR 
Asunci6';1, .( Paragi.Jay) 
Via Per-;;J,mb~ ( Brasil) , 
A Frief ichsnf en. ( Ale mar. 

~ ~~ • ~ ' --~""-=-: 

Uruguay to 
Germany: over 
franked at 7 8 cent 
by 9 cent (12 cent 
international letter 
rate, 45 cent new 
zeppelin surcharge 
and 12 cent 
i:egistration charge). 
Registration label on 
reverse 169722 

~~ . . 
··· ··· ·· ···· ·········· ··• •-•···· ·· ···· •-·- • 

Paraguay to England; 
Correctly franked at 17. 7 
pesos for registered card 
to Europe; 0.7 pesos 
international card, 2 
pesos registration and 15 
pesos zeppelin charge 
(minimum charge for 
postcard). Registration 
label on reverse. 

~~,w,;~ l~J 

Card franked with 4 and 
10 pesos zeppelin 
adhesives issued in 1932, 
with remaining 20 pesos 
issue exhibited on flights 
2 & 3 of 1932. ·- ·--··· •· ·- ·· --· ·- · ···-~ -.-.- · · -· 

, .... . .; ~-1 -- :~---·· ;'\"'~ ~ 

Hexnn Dr. K:\.;:".':si time-f 

Buckauerst r . 11 . 
~ l•·~•~ , • ~ ,;.. 

,,/.;t~~·:4.Q'"~i,. _ _ ,11 I 

Flhzht No First South America Fli2ht of 1932 I Flvin2 Time: I Distance 
235 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 00:45 26 Mar, 15:37 29 Mar I 84.52 hrs/min I 8485 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: Aero Postal Paraguay (date unclear), 29 Mar 1932 Friedrichshafen 

Lower Cover: 22 Mar Montevideo (*reverse CDS), 29 Mar 1932 Friedrichshafen, 30 Mar Sudenburgl. 
Upper Cover: Paraguay to England - Preprinted card for carriage on first commercial flight to Europe, card has black 
flight cachet inscription" URUGUAY SERVICO AEREO TRANSATLANTICO" applied by airship and two diamond 
Graf Zeppelin cancels applied in Paraguay. Condor zeppelin cachet on reverse. 
Lower Cover: Uruguay to Germany - cover has purple flight cachet inscription " URUGUAY SERVICO AEREO 
TRANSA TLANTICO". 

19 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Second Flight (Outward Leg) 
The permitted destinations announced in 1932 for Graf Zeppelin mail were Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, 
Peru and Uruguay. With the start of this scheduled service, ordinary mail could be posted for the first time at any German 
Post Office (i.e. it no longer needed to be sent under separate cover to Friedrichshafen), each piece of mail then bearing 
the cancel of the receiving post office. 

L ATVIJAS PASTA UN TELEGRAFA DEPARTAMENTS 
/4~(?REPARTEMENT DES POSTES ET DES TE~~~~PHES DE LETTONIE 

~ ·-•,,- , 11 I , ~ , •• ~~~~'::"'; / / 

\ I ~ ~ - . ~ ,,,, , '~/lNV!M ~ 

G~ ;t/047~ ~ ~ of)~ 
············· ·········· ··············· ···· l . . . - . ...... . .. I 

IJA l k44 __ /,,o1,,r)1]__£Q._ ~ J 8 t, ........ ~ ~ ...... ,,,. 

N t q) 
GAIT AS 

SERVICE POST AL a . ~ J I I . . . .. ' .~.. . . . ... ... I 

,_ 

~~ ~r-P;~-' 
Fli ht No Second South America Fli ht of 1932 Distance 
237 
Postmarks 01 A ril 1932 Latvia, 11 A ril 1932 Buenos Aires. 

a .ALEMANI.A 

POR ~ 

Herrn 

Walter Behrens 
Briefmarken - Neuheiten - Dienst 

• Braunschw~ig . 
Postfach ", • 

BUENOS A.IRES 

8224 km 

Latvia to Argentina 
(Flight 237) Correctly 
franked at 2.75 Lat for 
registered cover. 
Circular red cachet for 
connecting flight from 
Berlin to 
Friedrichshafen. 
Green circular cachet for 
second flight to South 
America in 1932. Red 
registration stamp for 
Riga, Latvia. 

Uruguay to Germany 
(Flight 238). Cover 
correctly franked at 57 
cent (12 cent 
international letter and 
45 cent zeppelin fee). 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Second Flight (Return Leg) 

p 
' 

Chile to Italy; 
franked at 5 .3 5 
pesos (7 5 centavos 
on reverse of 
cover). 

ra.f'-p~1i@'F ZEPPELIN. 

Only a letter rate 
was published for 
Chile (70 centavos 
international letter 
and 7 pesos 
zeppelin 
surcharge), o cover 
is under franked. 

Flight No 

11110)-friedricbshafen 
6-lV •1932 

Cie JENERALE AEROPOSTi'U..E-

2 Piazza Portello 

G E N 

Second South America Fli2:ht of 1932 
238 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 02:06 09 Apr, 07:22 13 Apr 

I Flying Time: 
I 101.14 hrs/min 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 02 Apr Paraguay, reverse receiving stamp 13 April Friedrichshafen. 
Lower Cover: 05 Apr Santiago, 13 Apr Friedrichshafen. 

Paraguay to 
Belgium; Correctly 
franked at 24.5 
pesos for registered 
letter to Europe; 2.5 
pesos international 
letter, 2 pesos 
registration and 20 
pesos zeppelin 
charge ( 4 pesos per 
gram, with 
minimum 5g). 
Registration label 
on reverse. 

I Distance 
I 8080 km 

Upper Cover; Carried by Condor flight from Paraguay to Recife and transferred to Graf Zeppelin airship. 
76 kg mail & 50 kg freight carried on this flight. 
Lower Cover: Chile to Italy, black flight cachet. inscription "Chile - Friedrichshafen 5-IV-1932" . 106 kg mail, 50kg 
freight and 5 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

I 
v'~ 

\- GD 
X,~\\( 

14 4 32 

9232 

Millionen 
kukirolen! 
Kukirolen heiSi [§] R c:::::1 

r'ich tiae. a!s:> 
Kukirol-fu~pflege Kuk ·. rol -:-re,ben. 

KukirolenSiel G. m. b. H. 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;; $ 

MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION 

PtFII R Bad Salzelmen 
(Bz. fi'iagdeburg) 

8 ~ g 

On Board Mail; 
Correctly franked at 
1 .4 RM for postcard 
- 15 pf international 
card rate and 
l .25RM zeppelin 
surcharge. 
On board 
LUFTCH1FF 
GRAF ZEPPELIN 
cancel. 

Fli2ht No 

I- ' . 
..J 
("f"' 

'4. -:or-
=-'-- ~ ~ ~z ---

Third South America Fli2ht of 1932 
239 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 23 :08 17 Apr, 19:29 20 Apr 

I Flyin2 Time: 
I 68:21 hrs/min 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 14 Apr Schonebeck, 17 Apr Berlin, 20 Apr Pernambuco Tarde. 
Lower Card: 19 April on board, 10 Apr Recife. 

• 
Germany to 
Brazil; correctly 
franked for 
printed matter up 
to 50g ( 5pf 
printed matter, 
l .25RM zeppelin 
surcharge and 
3 0pf registration 
charge. 

I Distance 
I 7904 km 

Commercial metered German mail , cachet for connecting flight from Berlin to Friedrichshafen as well as cachet for 3rd 

1932 South America flight. Scarce 1932 meter franked airmail as meter franking was not officially accepted by zeppelin 
post at this time. 95kg Mail, 115 kg freight and 5 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

Czechoslovakia 
to Brazil; 
Correctly franked 
at 15 .5 korunna 
(0.5 Kc on 
reverse); l .5Kc 
international card 
rate; 2.5Kc 
registration and 
l 2Kc zeppelin 
surcharge per 5 g. 

:r 

Spett. Ditta 

Hermann Stoltz e Cia .. 

RECIFE (Pernambuco) 

Brasile 

- ,- n --~~r,;;,- ~====si 

- - , , . . 

. ~ ,... . . 

Praha .l 

41 

--t • 
~~ii..--,e 

" 

~ . 

Ab:..: Behrens-Neuheiten1 · fenst 
(:., ~ 

Braunschweig . , ' 3Kc 
'-~~-""\' 

Fa. J~Costa &· Filhos 
) / 

~c • i Pia de_Janeiro_ 
• • • • • • • 

Caixa· 727 

Flight 239 
Vatican to Brazil; 
Over franked by 45 
cent, correct rate is 
9.5 Lire (1.25L 
international post 
rate, 1.25L 
registration fee and 
7L zeppelin 
surcharge). 

·~~ 
-IV.32~,.9 

-: 
___,/ 

Flight 239 Registered card from Prague (Czechoslovakia) to Recife; franked with full issue set of Czechoslovakia 
airmail issue. Circular red third flight cachets for connecting flight between Berlin and Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Third Flight (Return Leg) 
Paraguay participated in zeppelin airmail from the beginning of the commercial schedule and is the only South American 
nation in addition to Brazil that sent mail in all return flights. Mail to Paraguay was forwarded from Buenos Aires by railway. 

Paraguay to 
Czechoslovakia; 
Correctly franked at 
24.50 pesos; 2.5 
pesos for letter, 2.0 
pesos for 
registration and 20 
pesos for zeppelin 
surcharge ( 4 pesos 
per gram, with 5g 
minimum). 

Fli ht No 
240 
Postmarks 

Certificado 

ZEPPELIN 

Herrn 
JoAef 1£0.cha:n.ec,Lehror 

Orlova~-Schlesien. -----------------------

Brazil to Latvia; 
Correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis; 700 
reis international 
letter and 3$500 
reis zeppelin 
surcharge. 
5$000 reis has 
zeppelin overprint 
with correct 
surcharge. 

Upper Cover: 15 Apr Paraguay, 27Apr 1932 Friedrichshafen, 27 April Berlin C & Berlin SW. 
Lower Cover: 21 A r Rio de Janeiro, 27 A r Friedrichshafen, 27 A r Berlin C. 

Paraguay to Germany, Black flight cachet, red Berlin cachet for connecting flight and set of stamps to 
commemorate the 1932 commercial schedule of the Graf Zeppelin 127 to South America. 
Brazil to Latvia: Clear blue condor/ze elin cachet.122 k mail, 30k frei ht and 12 assen ers carried. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Third Flight (Return Leg) 

Fli2ht No 
240 
Postmarks 

Herrn H.E. SIEGER 

LORCH-(WURTTEMBERG) 
Alemania 

VIA CONDOR-ZEPPELIN 

I llmo. Snr. 
Heinr .Gcrdessen 
Bahnhofstrasse 
_ Brtick ~ i'vlarkJ 

.' I 

'f...Tt,o;· , 
(f. 
;·,.. 
t 

'"'· rn· ....... _ 

' ~ 
~· -~.. . 

~ CORREO$ - URUGU T, V ••• 
SERVICIO AEREO TRA'~S' i '-_ • '.•J 

Third South America Fli2ht of 1932 I Flyin2 Time: 
Recife - Friedrichshafen I 02:00 23 Apr, 4:04 27 Apr I 68.21 hrs/min 
Upper Cover: 16 Apr Montevideo, reverse receiving stamp 27 Aprl932 Friedrichshafen, 

I Distance 
I 1905 km 

Lower Cover: 18 Apr Montevideo, reverse receiving stamp 27 Apr 1932 Friedrichshafen, 27 Apr Berlin C. 27 
April Bruck. 

Flight 240 Both covers Uruguay to Germany franked with correct rate, 
Upper cover Unregistered at 57 cent- 12 cent international letter and 45 cent zeppelin surcharge 
Lower cover Registered at 69 cent -12 cent international letter, 45 cent zeppelin surcharge and 12 cent registration 
charge). 
Both covers have pink flight cachet. inscription" URUGUAY SERVICO AERO TRANSATLANTICO" and lower 
cover has red circular cachet for onward Berlin flight. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Fourth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Luxembourg to 
Chile ( Example of 
mixed franking non 
treaty mail); 
2.25Fr Luxembourg 
franking for 
registered cover to 
Germany (0.35Fr for 
printed matter, 1.75 
Fr for registration -
over franked by 
0. l 5Fr). 
It was not possible to 
pay the zeppelin 
surcharge with 
Luxembourg stamps 
so German stamps 
had to be added at 
Friedrichshafen. 
The 1.5 RM 
zeppelin surcharge to 
Chile is the correct 
rate to anywhere in 
South America 
outside of Brazil. 

: ~ 

~ 
\ 

~ 

) ~ 

~ 
~ 
,.; . . 
~ -

OPERE DE 

l. 
' 

,, ~=bq,#-: rwv -;;]~,, I 

~ i tliM 
- .\..-- ..J....-~--'rrnr-=rrn-1cttil~ ~ ----

·~A~RT
1
1932 ~ -Po1 toil 

1 
i ISTITUTO CENTRAL.E DI STATISTICA 

P A R A V I O N I ( 11)-0 u{ "i:l ~ ~£) 
Pe~ vi a aerea _ l -.[) 

Fli ht No Fourth South America Fli ht of 1932 
241 Friedrichshafen - Recife 04:03 02nd Ma , 08 :22 05th Ma 79.19hrs/min 

Italy to Brazil; 
Franked at 8.75 
Lire; l .25L card 
rate and 7.0 L 
zeppelin surcharge 
( over franked by 
50 cent). 

Distance 
8318 km 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 23 Apr Luxembourg, 2 May Friedrichshafen, 13th May Arica (Chile). 
Lower Cover: 28 A r Rome, 02 Ma Friedrichshafen/ 05 Ma Rio de Janeiro. 

Upper Cover: Luxembourg to Chile; by plane to Friedrichshafen, airship to Recife, Condor plane to 
Buenos Aires, Pan Airways to Santiago de Chile, and onward to Arica. 
Lower Cover: Italy to Brazil; surface to Friedrichshafen, airship to Recife, Condor plane to Rio de Janeiro. 26 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Fourth Flight (Return Leg) 

6UILHERME HUMITZSCH 
ANILINAS E DROGAS 

Brazil to 
Switzerland; 
Correct 
franking of 

Rua Theophilo Ottoni, 24 R.IO· o ,E· :JANEIRO 
_,,.,, '! , .. ·, .,.) /!"·.;.~ . ff,:(' . .:.. ~; ... _ 

, Caixa 'po_stal 1731 

11 $200 reis for 
15g letter; 
700 reis for 
international 
letter and 3 X 
3$500 reis per 
5g weight. 

via 11Zeppelintt 

Illmo. Snr. 
GUIL}Fi'Rt.'!E HULIITZSCH . 

a/o J.R.Geigy s. ·• 

CHEMISCH-PHARMAZEUTISCHE A.-G. BAD HOMBURG. 
WERK FRANKFURT A, M. (ALLEMANHA) 

AGENTE GERAL E DEPOSITARIO 

"f?oberto govet 
CAIXA POSTAL 2017 - RIO DE JANEIRO 

Pelo navio r ereo "GRAF ZEP.!?ELIN 11 

Allemanha. 

Fli2ht No Fourth South America Fli2ht of 1932 
242 Re_cife- Friedrichshafen I 02:18 07th May , 12:46 10th May 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 05 May Rio de Janeiro, 10 May Friedrichshafen. 

Lower Cover: 05 May Rio de Janeiro, 10 May Friedrichshafen. 

:irf" 

, J,-,,, 

::.. 
. .. -= ... 
·...:; . 

~-

•·, 

B _a s e 1 16 

tldallee 

OST . 

I Flvin2 Time: 
I 82.28hrs/min 

Brazil to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis; 700 
reis international 
letter and 3$500 
reis zeppelin 
surcharge. 

I Distance 
I 7666 km 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Fifth Flight (Outward Leg) 

. ... -

. LV~J~"J~ GiAJ: z,PPnltl 
:, 5. IVDAM,RtKA~A~RT 
' 1931. 

Purple Eagle 
outward flight 
cachet on both 
covers. 

Romania to Brazil; 
rail to Friedrichshafen 
& airship to Recife. 
Romania rate not set 
at this time and 
determined at 
discretion of local 
postmaster. 

I 

~ 
LIJFTSCHIFF~ 

ZEPPELIN 

29 8.32 0-1 

This cover has 10 Lei 
international letter 
rate, 10 Lei 
registration fee and 80 
Lei zeppelin 
surcharge. 

MIT LU FT POST 
PAR AVION 

Flight No Fifth South America Flh!:ht of 1932 
273 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 5:6o 29th Aug, 08:18 01'1 Sept 

I Flvin2 Time: 
I 7 5 .18hrs/min 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 25 Aug Triesenberg (Liechtenstein), 29 Aug Friedrichshafen. 
Lower Cover: 24 Aug Bucharest, 29 Aug Friedrichshafen. 

Liechtenstein 
to Argentina; 
correctly 
franked at 2. 00 
Fr for carriage 
beyond Brazil. 
( 0.30Fr 
international 
letter rate and 
1.70Fr 
zeppelin 
surcharge. 
Example of 

Treaty Mail . 

I Distance 
I 8111 km 

Deutsche Lufthansa made special connecting flights from Berlin via Stuttgart to take late mail to Friedrichshafen for 
outward flight. 102 kg mail & 23 kg freight carried. 
Therf;) was a gap in transatlantic flights from May to August, during the rainy season in Brazil as it was not possible for 
the airship to remain at mast for more than two days. 28 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Fifth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Flight 273 Norway 
to Argentina; 
Correctly franked at 
230 ore (30 ore 
international letter 
rate and 200 ore 
zeppelin surcharge). 

Cover carried by rail 
to Berlin, with flight 
onward to 
Friedrichshafen. 

Med luftskibet Graf Zeppelin . 

Herrn Roberto Pommer, 

Reconquista 206 . 

Buenos Aires. 

Argentina. 

. / '(;. \..U Fr 
I \' u t!Ug 

;~' • ··~''" 
' • : ~.;.\\.> 

,ti-· ·-

Herrn Walter Riether 
Caixa Postal 161 
P-:;; :·fram buco 
8ra.sili.en istanbul (t) 

77 T 

• •• _ ... ~ · ---

~ ~-

Flight 273 Turkey 
to Brazil; Franked 
at 112.SKrs; 12.5 
Kr international 
letter rate, l 6Kr 
registration fee and 
with zeppelin 
surcharge of 80 reis 
(variable rates 
accepted on Turkish 
mail in 1932). 

Flight 273 Turkey to Brazil; mail carried by surface to Berlin, by plane to Friedrichshafen (red circle feeder plane 
cachet), and by airship to Brazil. 
There were 16 weeks between the 4th and 5th South America flights as it was not possible for the Graf Zeppelin 127 to 
remain at mask for more than two days during the rainy season. The original 5th flight was scheduled for 15th August but 
was cancelled due to political instability in Brazil. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 

F.Riether & Co. 

1932 Fifth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Flight 273 
Germany to 
Brazil (ROHR 
POST); 
Commercial cover 
with Hamburg 
Rohr post 
pneumatic 
"Eilbrief' express 
mail. 

Rua do Imperador l _______ , 
Correctly franked 
at 1.5 RM (25pf 
letter rate and 

Mit 

R e c i f e 
-

Est.Pernarubuco/B~asi 

MIT LU FT POST 
PAR AVION 

-. ' t' 

"1..., A-r,g ent,h1a 

en 
l .25RM zeppelin 
surcharge. 

Flight 273 Greece to Argentina; mail carried by surface to Berlin, by plane to Friedrichshafen (red circle feeder 
plane cachet), by airship to Recife and Condor plane to Buenos Aires. Cover franked at 77 Dr, under paid by lDr 
(8 Dr international letter rate and 70Dr zeppelin surcharge). 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Fifth Flight (Return Leg) 

Chile to 
Belgium. 
Correctly 
franked at 8 .4 
pesos; 70 cent 
international 
letter fee, 
70 cent 
registration 
fee and 7.00 
pesos zeppelin 
surcharge. 

. :Monsieur et • :Madame. Charle& THONET MARTI.AL 
•' '. 

Avenue d 'Auderghen 77 

) Lf vl~ ;,: '0; . 
....:BR=:.:U:.-:XEL=;;.;L;;:E:::;;;S;;... __ -B_EL;;_,;G_I_Q.UE ..... • .... • - \ ~i'~;: ::.~ 

PHILIPS 
S. A. E. Co. 

1156 - .URUGUAY - 1156 

¼ONTEVIDEO 

UlfUGU.A.Y 

- G 

N. V. 

. ' 
.. M 

~ , ; t - A -;,j j I 

,f.~-t?~~:t/tft. 
; '·~ :i.~!: f.!( ~ ; • . 1.t '. . •;. 

VIA AEREA ''. ·: i (EINOHOVEN) 

Fli ht No 
274 
Postmarks 

•• ,< 

HOLANDA 

Recife - Friedrichshafen 10:45 3rd Se t, 04:22 07th 

Upper Cover: 30 Aug Santiago, 07 Sept Friedrichshafen. 
Lower Cover: 31 Au Montevideo, 07 Se t Friedrichshafen. 

' 

Uruguay to 
Netherlands. 
Correctly franked 
at $1.62 for 15g 
weight; 12 Cynts 
international letter 
rate, and 3 X 50 
cent zeppelin 
surcharge per 5 g 
weight. 
Zeppelin surcharge 
was increased by 
Sc per Sg pripr to 
this flight. 

Distance 
811 km 

94 kg mail, 15 kg freight carried and 2 carried passengers on this return flight. Fog delayed landing by 1.5 hours 
so two ba s of mail dro ed from airshi at Friedrichshafen on arrival. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Fifth Flight (Return Leg) 

V,'A CONDO.R-ZE.PPEL/N~ 
Remitente: W. BERGER, Calle Azopardo 816 - BUE~_OS AIRES 

. AUSTRIA EUROPA 
·• ., 1. 

~(\ :. ,\\\ • 
et- ~~- '!\.. ' ! 

UR\. 

Jllmo.Snr. 
August Dussler 
Schliessfach 19 
~tuttgart - Cannstatt 
•• Allemanha 

Flight 274 
Argentina to 
Austria; 
Cover posted 29th 

August in Buenos 
Aires and arrived 
in Friedrichshafen 
on 7th Sept. 
Mixture of blue 
and red zeppelin 
overprinted 
adhesives. 
Cover franked at 
$1.38 over 
franked by 3c for 
5 g registered letter 
( 1 Sc international 
letter rate , 20c 
registration fee 
and 1 peso 
zeppelin 
surcharge per 5 g 
weight. 

Flight 274 Brazil to Germany; Cover posted 30th August in Curitiba and arrived in Friedrichshafen on 7th Sept. 
and Berlin same day. Correctly franked at 4$200 reis (700 reis international rate paid with Brazilian 
commemorative but 3$500 zeppelin surcharge paid with zeppelin overprinted stamps). 
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Section 5 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Sixth Flight (Outward Leg) 

frieor,cnsnafen - Pernambuco - Li ma 

MIT LU FTSCH I FF 
,,GRAF ZEPPELIN" 

MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION 

Saar to Brazil; 
Correctly franked. 
at 10.9 Fr (0.90 Fr 
international postcard 
rate and 1 0Fr zeppelin 
surcharge. 

Green "lighthouse" 
zeppelin cachet for 
outward flight. 

Flight No 

ZEPPELIN - CONOOR. 

MJT LU FT POST 
PAR AVION 

Sixth South America Flight of 1932 
275 F riedrichshafen-Recife I 21: 10 12th Sept., 19:24 15th Sept. 

I Flying Time: 
I 70.14hrs/min 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 131 Sept. on board post, 20 Sept. Lima (Peru), 24 Sept. Lima. 

To Peru; Correctly 
franked at 1. 7 5 RM 
for South American 
mail beyond Brazil; 
25pf international 
letter rate and 1.5 
RM zeppelin 
surcharge. 

Posted on 
board airship; 

I Distance 
I 8138 km 

Lower Cover: 10 Sept. Saarbrucken, 12 Sept. Friedrichshafen.15 Sept. Recife, Pernambuco. 
This was the first Graf 127 flight to schedule in a return flight from Recife to Rio de Janeiro (Flights 276 & 277 on 16 
Sept and 18 Sept). This enabled transit of passengers to Rio de Janeiro and allowed greater time for returning mail from 
rest of South America. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Sixth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Flight 275 Russia to 
Brazil. Cover posted 
on 8th Sept. at 
Moscow, transit 
cancels at Berlin C (9th 

Sept.), Stuttgart ( 10th 

Sept.), Friedrichshafen 
(12th Sept.) with arrival 
in Pemambuco on 15th 

Sept.). 

Correctly franked at 85 
Kp ( 15 Kp letter rate, 
20 Kp registration fee 
and 50 Kp zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Red cachets for inter 
airport flights, Berlin, 
and Stuttgart. Franked 
with Russian zeppelin 
commemoratives. 

I 

Par avion 

MIT ZEPPELIN 
EUROPA·SUDAMERll<A 

Frfe1r .ch~hafe:1. 

, . a ; :1 B r J ., ; L e :1. 

555 
- M,v,c,e,CCC. t::'\1/J/ 

R •• ft'!O~COU \' 
N~ :M 

.A.U ST JLZ & C; a. Recije. 

. Pernambuco. BRAS tl tE.N. 

.. ~ R. Lorch. WUr:iemb€rg. 

, .,· P ~\/ A ~":c1

0 
2~ R. ---~, .,,,. / ~(_,.,,,-"' _ _ , • 

. : , ":P;e{ via aerea 

<.. 

. '. " . / 

~(~~. 
~~ . . ,c 

... 
tN 
T 

Flight 275 Cyrenaica, coastal region of Libya to Brazil; Registered letter posted Bengasi on 8th 

September, transit cancels at Rome (10th Sept.), Friedrichshafen (12th Sept.) with arrival in Pemambuco on 
16th September. Cover franked at 10 Lire, overpaid by 0.5L (1.25 L international letter rate, 1.25 L 
registration and 7.0 L zeppelin surcharge). 94kg mail, 650kg freight and 9 passengers carried on this flight 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Sixth Flight (Return Leg) 

rr ear1Cf1Sn.11en - Pernambuco - Va I para is 0 
ZEl'PUIN - CONDOR 

MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION 

Flight 278 Brazil 
to England: 
Correctly franked 
at 8$700 reis for a 
1 0g registered 
letter (700 reis 
international letter 
rate, 1 $000 reis 
registration fee and 
2X 3$500 zeppelin 
surcharge per 5g 
weight. 

Herrn 
Julio Salzrµ a.nn R 
Ca,1illa 4287 

Val paraiso 2/Chile 

Flight 278 On 
Board Mail to 
Chile: Correctly 
franked at 1. 7 5 
RM for letter sent 
beyond Brazil, 
cancelled with 
characteristic 
"LUFTSCHIFF­
GRAF 
ZEPPELIN" 
CDS dated 19th 

September 1932., 
This cover was 
mailed to Chile 
by departing 
passenger, 
immediately prior 
to flight. (Chile 
& Valpariso 
receiving CDS on 
reverse, 21 st Sept. 

VIA PANAIA CORRESPONDENCIA AEREA 

Flieht No Sixth South America Flieht of 1932 I Flyine Time: I Distance 
278 Recife - Friedrichshafen I O 1 : 1 0 19th Sept. 20:30 2181 Sept. I 67 .20 hrs/min I 1soo km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 19 Sept. On Board, 21 Sept. Reception, Chile, 21 Sept. Valparaiso 

Lower Cover: 15 Sept. Montevideo, 21 Sept Friedrichshafen, 22 Sept Monomet, 22 Sept. Vienne, 23 Sept Graz. 
155kg mail, 5kg freight and 9 passengers on this return flight. The mail included 32kg from the Karlsruhe ship, the crew of 
which helped with the mooring at Recife. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Seventh Flight (Outward Leg) 

--MIT ZEPPELIN 
EUROPA·SUDAMERIKA 

~[fi'.)plipf~],.J.f,li OTJAM 
• Mit Luftsc·h1°f-l!Graf 

.=..=.--.-. ... Z ..... e .... p"""D-e-l=i=n-=-• 

Hungary to 
Paraguay; correctly 
franked at 0 .4 pengo 
letter rate, 0.5 pengo 
registration fee and 
3 .26 pengo zeppelin 
surcharge. 

' RJ ' Budapest 4 
Bp, 4 1595 /t 

-. 
LEGIPOSTA 

PAR AVION 

J 
~ 

~ 
~ 

Turkey to 
Brazil; 
by plane to 
Berlin, plane to 
Friedrichshafen 
and airship to 
Recife. 
Franked at 95 
Krs, correct 
rate is 92.5 Kr 
(12.5 Kr 
international 
letter rate and 
80 Kr zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Fli ht No Seventh South America Fli f 1932 FI in Time: Distance 
279 Friedrichshafen- Recife 06:07 26th 

, 08:32 29th Se t 74.25 hrs/min 7871 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 21 Sept Istanbul, 24 Sept Berlin, 29 Sept Recife. 

Low Friedrichshafe Recife. 

36 



Section 2 Commercial Flights to South America 1932 Seventh Flight Return 

' 

I' ., 
,•.. . _.:} ... 

°' --~ r:-~;·;~ ,, {r<f_ ·~ ) J! . 

\
'( \~::-sf#;~ · ~ ' - • .f ;·· 

6 
~5/',r,: .. ,,.# ,._ . ;f 

~ \ lu. 3 () -11 \t :,, ~.,tt[ • . . r ✓,t 
-1~~=~~-~~- -. ·----------. ------------------ --.--------·- ---~ ---

i, / •; · ; 1,y·'· ___ t,,tt ~ e..(_ 
r:•~\-.: • 1' ,___.,......_ u A A YAn.a.L 11 ,: ,,, 
1 ,iv,~-· 1 1 " -"'·-•d~'l.. -- ...,.,. 
r-f'.• . 

1E/~£ft __ -_ J3 ern,,,,,-, 
,--;:;;~~....---L::.~ .. • .. ~ 

ntevideo ~-~;;;~~ --

Uruguay to 
Switzerland; 
correctly franked at 
95 cent (international 
card rate of 8 cent, 
zeppelin surcharge of 
75 cent and 
registration charge of 
12 cent). 

Further increase in 
Zeppelin surcharge 
from 50c to 75c. 

Mit Luftschiff '' Graf Zeppelin" - 7 . s"Uaamer1kafahrt 1:)32 
DEUTSCHE 

N OR TON-G E SEL L SCHAFT 

M.B. H. 

W ESS E LI~ ~ KO LN 

£ '\MN 
. ✓ . 4t -~ -,-J ~• n 

0 
• 

' 

Ul=TJC\-1\F~ G r 
- .. tODAMERlKA,. 
1932 

Flight No Seventh South America Fli2ht of 1932 Flying Time: Distance 
280 Recife- Barcelona I 00:14 Ol81 Oct, 18:15 03rd Oct 66.01 hrs/min 6832 km 
281 Barcelona - Friedrichshafen I 18:29 03rd Oct, 06:02 04th Oct 11.32 hrs/min 1023 km 
Postmarks Upper Card: 27 Sept Montevideo, receiving stamp 04 Oct Friedrichshafen, 04 Oct 1932 Bern. 

Lower Card: 28 Sept on board cancel, 29 Sept Recife, 04 Oct Friedrichshafen. 
On board post to Brazil and returned to Germany. Correctly franked at 1.5 RM for on board cover to Brazil; also 
correctly franked with 4$200 applied at Recife for return journey to Europe. This card is a good example of mixed 
franking. As the on board mail was posted before landing, the full airmail rate had to be applied in Brazil, otherwise the 
cover would have to be returned by surface mail. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Seventh Flight (Return Leg) 

VUEI.0 ............ ___ }932 De ASUNOJON (Paraguay) por Correo ordinario a Buenos Aires ( R. A.). 
:SUDAmERICfl - EUROPA 

~~ ~ 

De BUENOS AIR~S por Avion de! Sin<licato Condor a Pernambuco (Brasil). 
De PERmlBUCO por Zeppelin a Friedric~ I fen ( Alemania )_. 

-~R - ~R~-F . ZEPPE.1:,~_ 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
at 24.50 pesos; 
2.5 pesos for 

1~..Q • , I 1~ · , 50 ~{I~ .r-51 

letter, 2.0 pesos for 
registration and 20 
pesos for zeppelin 
surcharge ( 4 pesos 
per gram, 5g 
minimum). 

~ ....: 
SERVICO AEREO •~CONDOR" "7.#//.-.- .(;' ~ ~ h'~· va7-;:._-✓1; _,_ ~ 

~ 

~ 

PAR AVION VIA " 

Fli2ht No Seventh South America Fli2ht of 1932 
280 Recife- Barcelona I 00:14 01 st Oct, 18:15 03 rd Oct 
281 Barcelona - Friedrichshafen I 18:29 03 rd Oct, 06:02 04th Oct 

-~~~Y'~ 
~~6J" 

£~~ l~ ) 

Flyin2 Time: 
66.01 hrs/min 
11.32 hrs/min 

Alemania 

Brazil to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis; 700 
zeppelin surcharge 
- usmg over 
printed stamp with 
surcharge. 

Distance 
6832 km 
1023 km 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 24 Sept Paraguay, 04 Oct Friedrichshafen, 04 Oct Leipzig, 05 Oct Lauscha. 
Lower Cover: 27 Sept Porto Alegre, 04 Oct Friedrichshafen, 04 Oct Stuttgart. 

Upper Cover by Condor plane from Paraguay to Recife, transferred to airship, then by surface from 
Friedrichshafen to Lauscha via Leipzig. Lower cover by plane from Friedrichshafen to Stuttgart. 
120kg mail, 20 kg freight and 8 passengers were carried on return zeppelin flight. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Eight Flight (Outward Leg) 

G-RltF 2£r'P£L./J\I 

:/-~.;/~~~hJ: 

~'"I'. 

R Dublin 

No. 596 

i):.;. . ,.., .... 

I
.. • .- \ '\\ 

0 UDA7f;RU<AfAHRt~ ;{,· 
. At. \..J~~ . , .• ' • 

' ' '!'t;' ~ '-' 

~ 7.s:e~ 
• 

<..AA.-1..e...-.:, 

--~~-1-~J<J-I '-? 
p 

r. 21,~i!iFP-,,.,._..,..,.. 

Ireland to 
Argentina; 
franked at 12 ½d 
which is the 
correct rate for 
Brazil but under­
franked for 
Argentina. 
Cover sent to 
Friedrichshafen 
via London and 
Berlin before 
being loaded on 
airship to 
Recife, the by 
Condor to 
Buenos Aires. 

1 

~-• ':1c~· • t.., ~ _ _,:, Uil ~ . ..:..._ _ 

. .0-Avno,..;-
8./0DAM~RIKA~A~Ra --:: • - -- -· 

1932. 

Fli htNo Ei hth South America Fli ht of 1932 FI in Time: 
282 Friedrichshafen-Recife 21:43 9th Oct, 00:23 13th Oct 74.4 hrs/min 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 06 Oct Dublin, 09 Oct Berlin C, red Berlin-Friedrichshafen cachet. 

Lower Cover: 02 Oct Monaco Princi ali , 10th Oct Friedrichshafen. 
Upper Cover Ireland to Argentina circular cachet for flight between Berlin and Friedrichshafen and 8th South 
America Cachet. Irish covers flown on all nine flights of 1932 but in low numbers, making these relatively scarce. 
Lower Cover: Monaco to Argentina. Monaco covers flown on flights 5 to 9, but in low numbers as no treaty was in 
place, making these covers relatively scarce. Correctly franked at 10.0 Fr (lFr on reverse)- 1.50 Fr for international 
letter rate and 8,50 for zeppelin surcharge. 107 kg mail, 30kg freight and 12 passengers carried. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Eight Flight (Outward Leg) 

Hb Laltsdlill .. &ral teppelin" . . ;-

LUiTJ 

/~­
ens-Neuheiten-DieDSP-\_ ~- -~-'::---;,:,§"; 

smwetg ~ , cr. ,, . Cost a & F'tl hos 

MIT LU FT POST 
PAR AVION 

DAM£RU:Af:.i. &0 -de Janet ro 
• 1932 ~ . 

• Caix a 727 

Flight 282 Yugoslavia to Brazil; 
Under-franked by 1.5 Yugoslav Dinar. Correct rate 1.5d card rate and 20d for zeppelin 
surcharge. All Yugoslavia mail for zeppelin carriage was directed via Belgrade 
airoort (Zemun 5) for transport by plane to Berlin and by plane to Friedrichshafen. 

lut=TKMI~~ GRA~ z,PPHfr.J 

--~::,,_~=~~ ~ 
Sen or~ 

8. JODAMERIKAfA~RT 
- A m a 1 {1q32L o r e n z .. 
----------------------------

Grand Lotel Apto 322 . 

MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION 

B u e n o s A i r e 
==~~=~~==::==~===:==~==-

' 

Florida 25 . . 
< Argentini enlJ 

Flight 282 Lower Cover Germany to Argentina; correctly franked at 1. 7 SRM, for mail outside Brazil. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Eight Flight (Internal Leg) 

~11Dlos. Snrs. 
HERM. STOLTZ & CO. 

; 

, I . . 
Caixa Posta,t,, 168 , • _,/ 

·· ~ ~ - . A, 

RECIP£- - (F.s .t . Pernambuco> 
- ---: --- -- _'_.,_ '~-- -------------

~·-

Internal Flight 284 Rio de Janeiro to Recife; 
Correctly franked at 950 reis (200 reis base letter rate and 750 reis zeppelin surcharge). 

VIA AEREA 

Fli2ht No 
284 
Postmarks 

_REGISTRADA 

I/Imo. Snr. 

.. " ,. -........, 

GUILHERME HUM7 ZSCH • 
c/ o E.F. de ~ontes & Cie 

Caixa postal~~~~ - 185 

6 RECIFE 

filH&fi~ 

Ei2hth South America Fli2ht of 1932 (internal fli2ht) I Flyin2 Time: 
Rio de Janeiro - Recife I 09:30, 14th Oct, 10:32, 15th Oct I 25.02 hrs/min 
Upper Card: 13 Oct Rio de Janeiro, 15 Oct Pemambuco (on reverse) 
Lower Card: 13 Oct Rio de Janeiro, 15 Oct Pemambuco ( on reverse) 

94 kg mail, 650kg freight and 9 passengers carried on this internal flight. 
Vast majority of internal mail franked at 950 reis (200 reis base rate and 750 zeppelin surcharge) 

Flight 284 Rio 
de Janeiro to 
Recife; Franked 
at 1 $900 (200 
reis base letter 
rate, 750 
zeppelin 
surcharge and 
950 registration 
fee). 

I Distance 
I 2os2 km 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Eight Flight (Return Leg) 

- , 
Kar l Hennig 
Hamburg-Wands beck 
Osterkamp 1 

Flight No Eighth South America Flight of 1932 I Flying Time: I Distance 
285 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 08:58 16th Oct, 20:42 19th Oct I 83.4 hrs/min I 1999 km 
Postmarks 07 Sept Cali, 28 Sept Cali, 02 Oct Barranguilla (reverse), 13 Oct Rio de Janeiro (reverse), 14 Oct 

Rio de Janeiro, 19 Oct Friedrichshafen. 
Privately arranged acceptance from Cali for return flight to Europe, from Rio de Janeiro to Friedrichshafen and • 
onward delivery to Hamburg. There was no officially organised feeder service from Colombia for the zeppelin 
flights. Cover was originally addressed to an agent in Rio de Janeiro and sent on the first leg of its journey by private 
carrier service "Conducto Ribon" .Mixed franking of Columbia and Brazil - rare for 1932 zeppelin covers. 

' 
,,,, ::::.'<i~o ~1~;~~~rr.i~r.1!!:!;~~lt~,i.:.=~=li .... ' 

R. O. del U 

•• ' \'· •\'· l: :\/ • "DOB . YN IIL • 
•. ,,_(' ~ \..,:.) .-; : '°: -••• I ,~ t t/.\ '' • ~ •a. • i :>;\i~~ji:f · ;I .. ""'"'!I-.. 

..... 
'·· . 

. ·p1 
"y 

._.-:_.;.,.-.1' 
. ,,,t_,1110-✓ 

Flight 285 Uruguay to 
Germany; Correctly 
franked at 95cent (8 
cent international card 
rate, 7 5 cent zeppelin 
surcharge and 12 cent 
registration fee) . 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Eight Flight (Return Leg) 

Flight 285 Brazil to The Netherland; 
Postcard to Switzerland, franked at 5$200 reis, over-franked by 1$000 reis. 

Flight 285 Uruguay to The Netherlands; correctly franked at 99 cent, (international 
letter rate of 12 cent, zeppelin surcharge of 75 cent and registration fee of 12 cent). 
156kg mail, 3kg freight and 14 passengers carried on this flight. 

43 



Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Ninth Flight (Outward Leg) 

~daDJerikafaJu,t IS 

u :sc/;iffs 
f Ze · 

' ll.. ' :::, _,,· _, . ·~ ... /\'~ 

~ ., 

Italy to Brazil; Card 
franked at 7 .25 Lire, 
which is rate for printed 
matter. Correct franking 
should be 0.75L for 
postcard and 7 L for 
zeppelin surcharge. 
However, card has no 
message so it is 
possible that Italian 
post office treated this 
as printed matter, where 
the rate is 0.25L up to 
50g. 

---..-c::::" 
/, 

~ 

Orig. ges. gcsch. 

~~~~ 
......... ..... 6L~cy~..f:Pz 

? ,,. ~ ...... ~~ 

~ 

Germany to Brazil; 
card is correctly 
franked at 1 .4 RM 
for postcard; 
international card 
rate of l Spf and 
zeppelin surcharge of 
1.25 RM. 

Fli2ht No Ninth South America Fli2ht of 1932 I Flyin2 Time: I Distance 
287 Friedrichshafen-Recife I 05:25 24th Oct, 10:00 27th Oct I 76.36 hrs/min I 7769 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 23 Oct Stuttgart, 28 Oct Curitiba. 

Lower Cover: 20 Oct Milan, 24 Oct Friedrichsbafen, 27 Oct Recife. 
This was the final South America Flight of 1932. Upper card for outward journey has two red cachets, a circular 
cachet for the airplane flight from Stuttgart to Friedrichshafen (Flight 195C) to meet up with the ninth South 
America flight and the second octagonal cachet, also for the 9th South America flight of 1932. 
130 kg mail, 102 kg freight and 12 passengers were carried on this outward flight. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Ninth Flight (Outward Leg) 

L. 1.3 y 

e :... . 

Flight 287 Poland to Argentina; 
Correctly franked at 4.1 zlotz for printed matter less than 50g (0.1 zl printed matter, 3 .4 zl zeppelin surcharge to country 
outside of Brazil and 0.6zl registration fee). Cover sent from Warsaw on 22nd Oct with transit postmark in berlin C (23 rd 

Oct) and arrival Buenos Aires machine cancel on 29th Oct. 

havn 1 

~~ • 

, ~-°':~~~~~:· ~ 
J /,3/9 ~ 

. . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . 
6 troJjc, !jauanummcr, 
©cbiiuoetcil, 6tod'wcrf 

G t9. 26> Cl54 Dln476 

Flight 284 Denmark 
to Argentina; 
Correctly franked at 
1.9 Kr (15 ore base rate 
for card, 1.5 Kr 
zeppelin surcharge for 
Countries outside 
Brazil and 25 ore 
registration fee. 
Cover sent from 
Copenhagen on2 1 st 
Oct, transit cancel at 
Berlin on 22nd Oct, red 
feeder flight cachet to 
Friedrichshafen and 
receiving cancel at 
Buenos Aires on 291h 

Oct. 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
at 24.50 pesos 
(2.50 pesos 
international letter 
rate, 20 pesos 
zeppelin surcharge 
and 2 pesos 
registration fee.) 
Registration label 
on reverse. 

T.AP! POSTAL r ,. 
H. 

(Carte Po,t.11~ - Union Postale uniyersdle) 

Via CONDOR- ZEPPA':f:W'lica ~riental del Uruguay 

- . .,.~,..,~.~~'.;i! __. ... i',. ~~ :,; \ 

Mr. JOHN s~ DA~!$ 
71 Rodney tr~ • 

I.\ '..J'· 

LIVERPOOL :;:: 

Flight No Ninth South America Fli2ht of 1932 
289 Recife - Seville 100:15 3is1 oct, 17:07 02nd Nov 
290 Seville - Friedrichshafen I 17:28 02nd Nov, 14:05 03 rd Nov 

1932 Ninth Flight Return 

Uruguay to England: 
Correct! franked at 9 - ent 
(international card rare of 8 
cent, zeppelin surcharge of -
cent and registration charge 
of 12 cent). 

Flvin2 Time: Distance 
64.52 hrs/min 6081 km 
20:37 hrs/min 2381 km 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 22 Oct Paraguay, 3 Nov Friedrichshafen, 54 Nov Leipzig 
Lower Cover: 28 Oct Montevideo, 3 Nov Friedrichshafen 

Upper cover has blue circular flight cachet and blue star shaped cancels 
Lower cover has flight cachet for second flight of October 1932 zeppelin mail from South America - " 2° vuelo Oct 
1932 - SERVICIO AEREO TRANSATLANTICO VIA CONDOR ZEPPELIN". 
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Section 2 Commercial Airmail Service Launch 1932 Ninth Flight Return 

Flight 289/290 
Argentina to 
Germany; 
Cover franked at 
90c per 5 g rather 
than correct rate of 
1 pesos per 5 g. 
( common error). 
Correct rate for 10g 
registered letter (15 
centavos letter rate, 
20 centavos 
registration fee and 
2 X 1 pesos per 5g). 

Cover posted 
Buenos Aires (26 
Oct), received 
Friedrichshafen 3 
Nov., Berlin 4 Nov. 

'-

COMPANIA PLATENSE DE ELECl' 

SIEMENS - SCHUCKERT: 
BUENOS AIRES (1) 
CASILLA OE CORREO 1081 

- -----~ -----------------------

tP 
C: 
(\) 
::, Dire'ct or D.Royss 

c.v.u. 

VI A AEREA 
Siemens-Schuckertwerke 

BllitLIU SIE1IT::NmJl11:-DT 
----------------------------

- • ffii. Cm.:sJ:JDADA. - -

,, I < 
.R. 0. DEL URU(,UAY t;~ 

Nin~ 37834·1 r 
• MONTEVIDEO ~ 

• (J) 

Mr • .JOHN~. DAVIS 
?l Rodney Street 

LIVERPOOL :SNGLAND. : 

VIA ''CON' DOR-ZEPPEL~ :N'' 

Uruguay to England; Correctly franked at 99 cent (12c international letter rate and 75c zeppelin 
surcharge) 
Cover posted Montvideo 24th Oct, received Friedrichshafen 3 Nov and Liverpool 4 Nov. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 First Flight (Outward Leg) 

Irish and British mail was accepted by Graf Zeppelin from 1932 with dispatches routed through London. The 
entire South American mail load would be sorted, bundled and retained at "The London General Post Office" for 
each flight. At a set deadline, it would be sent in one lot to Germany using the normal airmail network, which 
became known as the "British Connection" flight. Irish and British mail was carried on the DLH postal flight (no 
passengers) from 1933, with the zeppelin mail having a deadline of 19:00 for a flight departing Croydon at 21:00 
and arriving Berlin at 06:00 next morning. This mail would then get a red Berlin C2 transit stamp showing arrival 
times e.g. 6-7 am. German zeppelin connection flight departed Berlin-Templehof that evening. 

1(,,,~~ /4- ~-
' 7?'-- - - - ~. ~ _An~~hl • : 

;: 'L,U!_~ ~ 
.-----_- --L..::.., -: -A?t,- I " 

(( 
t4; 

{IO· 

\\(\'> 
--....-....-

England to 
Argentina. 
Correctly franked at 4 
shillings, all inclusive 
letter rate for ½oz 
weight to South 
American countries 
beyond Brazil. 

··r; ~ 
-= ... 

_ _J_ 

r ~u~~~~Jtifi~ 

I'? 

/0w . ~~ ~~, 

~ 
;o~~ 
~ 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

BY GRAF 

Messrs. 

Ireland to Brazil; 
Correctly franked at 
12.5 pence for all 
inclusive rate for 
printed matter 

Red hexagonal 
cachet is for Berlin 
connection, carrying 
mail via London for 
the zeppelin flight. 
Blue circular cachet 
featuring Count 
Zeppelin is cachet 
for first South 
American flight of 
1933. 

Printed matted had an 
all inclusive rate of 
12d, except for 
registered mail. 

Cia Industric::.l Y C mercia.l ~~~~ S . .A. 

S.A:nerica. ·rgentina 

48 



Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 First Flight (Outward Leg) 
A feeder service was operated from Berlin to Friedrichshafen by Deutsche Lufthansa, with a red circular cachet 
applied for this connecting flight. Mail could be sent to Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay 
but Peru was not a permitted destination in 1933. 

Flight 294 
Algeria to 
Brazil; 
The cover is 
correctly franked 
at 12.0 Fr for a 
registered letter 
( international 
letter rate for 
Algeria was 1.50 
Fr (up to 20g), 
zeppelin 
surcharge was 
8.50 Fr (up to 5g) 
and registration 
fee was 2.0Fr). 

' 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELIN --

Fried 

;I 

R 

Flight No First South America Flight of 1933 
294 Friedrichshafen-Recife 19:41 6th May, 18:30 9th May 
Postmarks 14 A ril Oran, 6 Ma Friedrichshafen, 9 Ma Pernambuco 

' ; 

·, 

,.; (/ tffz , C 
~ /?~ ) 

( / tf , '. •. . • 

~~~ 

FI in Time: Distance 
70.49 hrs/min 7830 km 

Algeria to Brazil; Mail from Algeria flown on all 1933 flights but in very low numbers (generally 5 or less), hence 
relatively scarce. Posted 14 April, by surface to Friedrichshafen, to meet 6th May first South America flight of 1933. 

"Frl arlcr,..,t.1_ (Bodensee) - Barcelona 
:iir John J . 1)rvis., 
c/ o clenores Baquera, Eus che 
Calle san F ~r na ndo 35. 
;:jeville. 
upa in. 

Flight 294 On board 
mail to Spain; Cover 
correctly franked at 
1.50 RM (letter rate 
25pf and zeppelin 
surcharge of 1.25 RM 
in 1933). 
Cover indicates that 
letter to be sent to 
Barcelona but no 
Barcelona mail drop 
recorded for this 
flight. Mail for Spain 
accepted on first 3 
flights only, with just 
one mail drop 
recorded, this on the 
second 1933 flight. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 First Flight (Both Legs) 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELIN ---

..... 
._ \ 

! :~ • 

J ~ : 

·t:, 

,, 

~:,;;, ~-4 ~:;_ ~ 0 ~-.;,-""' -. ,, ,,,. : _' <J{11z , C 
'2 ~-. ,, ,/tj) •• l / } .., • -~ t ':·, ( / .; _.,.u,.. 

H, ~ '-:./ . ~ur.iiic.~•r.;""" ;· ~1/VYZ-( . ~- • .-v_· .- ' ..,...A / - - ~ 
'- ;:.-·...,..,. - v-v-rrl~ ~-=------

!\ R ,: j~ •• /, _-,t_;-Jr.;;: 6. 5. 3 3. 20-21 
I -~~v~094 

Morocco to 
Brazil: Cover 
correctly franked 
at 11.3 Fr for 
registered 
(1 .50Fr 
international 
letter rate, 7.50 
Fr zeppelin 
surcharge and 
2.0Fr registration 
fee) . 

Morocco to Brazil: Registered mail from Morocco, franked with Morocco adhesives and routed by surface to 
London and airmail to Berlin, followed by airmail to Friedrichshafen, where it was loaded on airship for flight to 
Brazil. 

Argentina to 
Germany: 
Overfranked by 6c 
for 9g letter (15c 
international letter 
rate, 9 X 18c per g 
zeppelin surcharge. 

··.,.-·,, 
·,. , ""'. 

~--e,,: ) 

Alfre J.o E'.cherer 
Lehrer ·' .. 
R 0 M. 1 I N s D 
---==-==-===========~========== 
Oberamt Cberndorf a/N.'.·::Vuerttemberg 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

Brazil to 
Switzerland; over 
franked at 4$220 by 
20 reis; 700 reis 
international letter 
rate and 3$500 reis 
zeppelin surcharge. 

1933 First Flight (Return Leg) 

IlJmo. Snr. 

H. S, Oettel 

Wesemlinstr. 29 

L UZERN 

S u i s s a 

Brazil to 
England; over 
franked at 
12$700 reis for 
15g letter by 100 
reis; 700 reis 
international 
letter, 1 $400 
registration fee 
and 3 X 3$500 
per 5 g weight. 

E. C. 2 . 

Cover franked 
with over printed 
definitives for 5 g 
and 1 0g zeppelin 
surcharges. 

Flight No First South America Flight of 1933 Flying Time: Distance 
297 Recife - Seville I 02:30 14th May, 23:42 16th May 69 .12 hrs/min 6182 km 
298 Seville - Friedrichshafen I 23:57 16thMay, 20:06 17th May 20:09 hrs/min 2141 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 09 May Florianpolis/ 10 May Florianpolis, 17 May Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

• Ireland to Peru; 
over franked at 
1 s6d by 3d for 
registered printed 
matter; (3d 
registration fee 
and ls. carriage 
beyond Brazil). 

' 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELIN ---

Dublin 

No. 842 I 
DEUTSCHE LU7TPOST 

Gi{AF' i.EP l:' •'LL, • 

via i !'iedrichs ha f'en . 

1933 Second Flight (Outward Leg) 

l 
i - • . 

\& 33 ~ 
\' 18 

J~ ~ #u4<f/V 
(~? 

/21/" ~ 4 r/4 ti ;1 r 
:?, . ~ tJt, 

Morocco to 
Brazil; Correctly 
franked at 1 s3 d 
(15d); 2d surface 
carriage to London, 
1 0d printed matter 
rate to Brazil and 
3d registration fee). 

!,ir John S . Davis ., 
c/ 0 8rs .T Costa & F ilh of 
C . P .. 72 7. 
Rio de Jane iro. 
BRES I L . 

Fli2ht No Second South America Fli2ht of 1933 \ Flyin2 Time: I Distance 
305 Friedrichshafen-Recife I 19:27 03 rd June, 18:54 06th June I 72.3 hrs/min I s234 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 31 May, Dublin, 12 June Arica. 

Lower Cover: 25 May Tangier, 25 May British P.O. Tangiers, 03 June Friedrichshafen. 
Upper Cover: Rare - Only recorded mail from Ireland to Peru on this flight. Red cachet (Berlin to Friedrichshafen 
connecting flight) and green cachet (2nd South America flight of 1933) on this registered letter. Peru was not listed on the 
permissible countries for 1933 as an agreement fee was not reached that year with the zeppelin company - rare cover. 
Lower Cover: British Commonwealth mail (Morocco Agencies) via British P.O. in Tangiers, also containing the green flight 
cachet. Mail from Morocco flown on all 1933 flights but in low numbers, hence scarce origin. 
161 kg mail , 260 kg freight and 6 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

Flight305 
Lithuania to 
Brazil; correctly 
franked at 9 Litis for 
registered letter to 
Brazil (60centas 
international letter 
rate, 60 centas 
registration fee and 
7.8 litas zeppelin 
surcharge. 

1933 Second Flight (Outward Leg) 

.i.vli t Luftscr~iff "G·:raf Ze.Q.Pelin 11 

~a~oo Germanioo de 1~ America Sud 
Di rek ti on fiir Herrn F. Fun~--Berlin 

Rio de Janeiro 
Brasilien 

Oro pastu. 
• • Par avion. , 

Mi t Luft.schiff II Graf z eppel in 11 •m=Ul•=t-i•M 

-------------------------
2. Suoamerikafanrt 1~3.,. 

Herm J.P .Wal.lenborn. 
po111te re~tante 

Pernambueo --------------£--Br~t-1ilien 

Flight 305 Luxembourg to Brazil; Luxembourg was not a Treaty State so mail carried on zeppelin airships 
needed to have additional German adhesives added in Germany. Correct fare for mail from Lithuania to Germany 
is 0.35 Fr for printed matter and 1.75 for carriage by surface to Germany. Luxembourg franking is overcharged by 
2.6Fr, likely to accommodate application of full airmail set of adhesives. The German franking of 1.25RM is 
correct zeppelin surcharge for carriage to Brazil. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

Brazil to Germany, 
correctly franked at 
4$200; 700 reis 
international letter 
rate and 3$500 reis 
zeppelin surcharge. 
Cover franked with 
3$500 reis ainnail 
issued in early 1933, 
featuring the 
"Dornier Wal Flying 
Boat". 

1933 Second Flight (Return Leg) 

Snra . 

Frenzlauer Aliee , i46 1 III 

.. B ex, lin N 

Rua Andrade Neves,514 
CAIXA POSTAL N, 212 

( M. R. N .t 207 
'fn1tl'HO!"H( GANZO N.t1.:IEI 

PELOTAS 
a:. fll:, e. oo &Ulo 

cp REPRESENTACOES E CONSIGNACOES 

IllLlos. Snrso 

AJ AH, I .CG&GOR er:. CO.LmD. 

Riw.:r PL::te Ho se South Place 

L o n d o n c .. 2. 

VIA 

CONDOR-ZEPPELIN 

Flight No Second South America Flight of 1933 
308 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 01 :42 l0th June, 14:21 

ALLF'.MANHA 

ENDERf.(:0 TELEGRAPHICO• 
"KEIL" -

CODIGOS . MASCOnt , ... • a.• EO-
{ 

"'· e . c. s .• •o. Ml!:LH 

• BOReES 

PARTIC:U ... AAES 

cp 

I Flying Time: 
13 th June I 69 .1 2 hrs/min 

Brazil to 
England, 
commercial cover 
correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis for 
5g letter; 700 
reis international 
letter, 3$500 per 
5g weight. 

I Distance 
I 6182 km 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 8 June Rio de Janeiro, 13 Friedrichshafen, 13 June Berlin C, 14 June Berlin D. 
Lower Cover: 6 June Recife, 13 June Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

SPEC'I.tg:; -DISJ?;1I_QlL~- GERN[AN AIHSHIP 11 Gll.A1? :t.~PPELIN". - - ---...... =---·-
Malta to Brazil; 
Franked at 2s 4½d, 
airmail rate to Germany 
and zeppelin rate for 
printed paper ( ½d rate 

. 
. FERi 1M!OO MONTENEGR .. 

CAIXA POSTAL 1766 

1Q 33 

for printed paper an 2s 4d 
zeppelin surcharge) . 
.Zeppelin surcharges of 
2s 4d to 2s 6d are 
common. 

Blue Gondola 
zeppelin cachet for 
this flight. Lower 
cover also has red 
circular cancel at 
Berlin airport and 

/ ~r LUHl(I-IIA: GRA~ 2'PPHIW 
1. rODAM~RIKAl=AMRT 

RiO DE JANEIRO, 
BRAZH .. -

red hexagonal cachet 
( on reverse) for 
connecting flight to 
Friedrichshafen . 

Russia to Brazil; 
Cover under franked 
by 15 kopeks; 
correct franking 
should be 15 kopeks 
international letter 
rate, 20 kopeks 
registration fee , 40 
kopeks airmail to 
Europe and 40 
kopeks carriage to 
Brazil. 

rg~ 
<'•J~ 

~9 31 

.J,~~ 

mm 

803.UYllIHOit 
n04TOH 

PAR AVION 

n 

A.--oc--.,~ 
f' ~~ ~ ~o/'rt--~ ~ 

·-rr, •·-- rr.' r --rm=-r •" 
~ ~ ~--\-1··- • - • • -s r l~:":~ 

~~1~~~ 
A~ c-.1 ..... kc.-.-

'j 

Fli2ht Third South America Fli2ht 1933 Flyin2 Time: Distance 
315 Friedrichshafen to Recife I 19:20 oist July, 19:55 04th July 72.3 5 hrs/min 7863 km 
316 Recife to Rio de Janeiro J 20:12 05 th July, 20:01 06th July 23 .49 hrs/min 2061 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 6 June Sliema/ Malta, 20 June Roma, 1 July Friedrichshafen, 05 July Rio de Janeiro. 

Lower Cover: 28 June Leningrad, 29 June Berlin C, 05 July Rio de Janeiro. 
Upper Cover: Malta to Rio de Janeiro. Airmail to Rome, surface to Friedrichshaften, airship to Recife, Condor plane to 
Rio de Janeiro. First flight to carry Malta mail to South America, flown in small numbers from flight 3 to 9. 
Lower Cover: Russia to Recife. Airmail from Leningrad to Berlin, connection flight to Friedrichshafen and airship to 
Recife. Sender identified on reverse side as Albert Thaalen, Graf Zeppelin 127 crew member. Scarce country of origin for 
zeppelin mail, mail flown on all 1933 flights but in low numbers. 150kg mail, 100kg freight and 14 passengers on flight. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

Par Zeppelin 
tuROP£ AMERIQUE DU SUD 

-~• ?---1·/ 
' ' ' -:\· ;: cd ~ 

\ 

,_~·' ', ·, _ .• -·_ · "" "'1-.... _: ..... -~ .. ~ ' 2 0 

~ < 

' 

f. 
• H ~- ~\ C..~ 

~.e .. <P~~ 
c::J3~,;) 

Flight 315 Tunisia to Brazil. Registered postcard by surface to Marseille, airmail to Paris, airmail to Berlin, 
airmail to Friedrichshafen, where it was loaded onto the Graf 127 airship. Correctly franked at 12.40 Fr; 1.00 
Fr charge for airmail from Tunisia to Marseille, international base rate from Tunisia was 0.90 Fr for 
postcard, zeppelin surcharge was 8.50 Fr for a postcard or letter less than 5g and registration fee was 2.0 Fr. 

1933 

Illmo .. Sn.r ~ 

Al'no Br andt 
s/c .srs.herm.Stoltz & CQ .. 

C~ixa postal, 200 

Flight 316 Recife to Rio de Janeiro (Internal Flight). Cover franked at 900 reis, undercharged by 50 
reis (200 reis base letter rate and 750 reis zeppelin surcharge). Red flight cachet on face. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

L 

1Q 33 
LUm<l-11~ GRA~ UPPUI.N 
3. lODAM~RIKA~A~RT 

SAN M .... R lNO 
(Repubblica) 

2673 

' 
. a . h. ~ w 
.c . ; :::,-~g­

/~~ ~ 

~~ 

Flight 315 San Marino to Argentina. Registered cover franked at 11.25 Fr (1.25 Fr international letter rate, 1.25 registration 
fee, suggesting possible zeppelin surcharge of 9.25 Fr to Argentina - rates very variable for mail in 1932/1 933). 
Cover by surface from San Marino (22 June), via Raggomano (23 June), via Friedrichshafen (1 July), by airship to Recife (04 
July) and by Condor plane Buenos Aires (8 July) - postmarks on reverse . 

.,,..... 

" 
. Mod. 24 R. 

i-"1 PAR AVION ·1 : 
; Per via aerea 

10 33 
LU~TJ<l-ftR: GR'A~ Z"P~I.IN 
3. JODAM~RIKA~AHRT 

ermann Stolt 
Re ci_fe-Pernambuc 

Flight 315 Eritrea to Brazil. Correctly franked at 8.50 L for registered printed matter (0.25 Lire printed matter rate. 
1.25 Lire registration fee and 7.0 Lire for 5g zeppelin surcharge - 35c on reverse). Cover posted in Raccomal\dat (31 
May), transit through Napoli (10 June), Friedrichshafen (1 July) and received in Pemambuco on 5 July. 

57 



Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Third Flight (Return Leg) 

VIA 

CONDOR-ZEPPELIN 

Por "Graf 
I 

Brazil to 
England; 
Commercial mail 
correctly franked 
at 4$200 for 5 g 
letter (700 reis 
international letter 
rate and 3$500 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

G:ranyi) 1~:',';£yser, Esq. t 

'._ '~- \ ' I: 

\ :-'.':\:_,\; -
·-- ~ ~~- ~~ - ;• . ~; ;;,. ./ 

Messri.,·· Iazard Brothers & Co., Ltd., 

VIA AEREA 
PAA AVION 

Graf ~eDDelin. 

. ' -11, Old Broad Stre~r 
LONDON, E.C.2. 

POR-AEROPOSTALE 

I g e p ha, i . -G ., 
52 , /e inber gc-;trasse, 
3 u er i c h/ JchPciz . 

VIA AEREA 

Brazil to 
Switzerland; 
Commercial 
mail correctly 
franked at 
4$200 for 5g 
letter (700 reis 
international 
letter rate and 
3$500 zeppelin 
surcharge). 

A CHIMICA INDUSTRIAL 

~:..&hkf,,..li,dw .S U I ,._; S •A 
= WESKOTT & CIA. = 

i~b~o~:~1~;:i: •>A l~~im!~i ............... !IH~ 
Fli2hts Third South America Fli2ht 1933 Flyin2 Time: Distance 
317 Rio de Janeiro to Recife 20:32 06th July, 20: 10 07th July 23.38 hrs/min 2122 km 
318 Recife to Seville 00:05 091h July, 20:51 11 th July 68.46 hrs/min 6249 km 
319 Seville to Friedrichshafen 23:41 11 th July, 19:10 12th July 19 .29 hrs/min 2175 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 06 July Rio de Janeiro, 12 July Friedrichshafen. 

Lower Cover: 07 July Rio de Janeiro, 12 July Friedrichshafen. 
152kg mail, 32kg freight and 18 passengers were carried on this return flight Recife to Seville. 
144kg mail, 32.5kg freight and 20 passengers carried on return flight Seville to Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Fourth Flight (Outward Leg) 

l l\.. 

Fli ht No 
323 

.... .... 1( - 7 - r- ' 

",:: ~ 

\ .~ 
CS , 

. ..... ,. ,/,f- ••• ,. 

Letadlem ; 
~ Par avion 
'~~,..,..,-

' ~fen 

. 
., ..,,. ., .. ...._ .... 

__ _, (") ,.,, 
g. 

' , :;~ ·, I I(~•· ~ 
'1 J. j-",, 

Morocco to Brazil - Above; 
registered cover franked with 
British stamps over printed with 
French surcharges; 4.65 Fr and 8 
½ d British definitives. 
International printed matter rate 
from French Morocco was 30c 
and Registration was 2.0 Fr. The 
zeppelin surcharge for printed 
matter from England ( cover routed 
through London) was 1 0d, with 
the 1 ½d shortfall being made up 
by the excess French overprints. 

Czechoslovakia to Brazil; 
Correctly franked at 14.5 
korunne (2.5Kc international 
letter rate, 11.5 Kc zeppelin 
surcharge per 5g weight). 

Fourth South America Fli ht 1933 FI in Time: Distance 
Friedrichshafen- Recife 19:24 05th Au , 20: 17 08th Au 72.53 hrs/min 8050 km 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 27 Jul British PO, 27 Jul Casablanca, 29 Jul Paris, 05 Aug Berlin, 09 Aug Recife. 
Lower Cover: 02 Au Praha, 05 Au Berlin transit markin . 

Upper Cover: Airmail from Casablanca to Paris, airmail to Berlin and connecting flight to Friedrichshafen for transfer 
to airship. Morocco mail from French Protectorate flown on all flights to South America in 1933, but in small 
numbers. Franking with overprinted British seahorse definitive is very scarce. Lower Cover: Amnail from Praha 
to Berlin and onward to Friedrichshafen, with cachets for both connectin Berlin fli ht and fourth South America f1i ht. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

MIT FLUOPOST 
PAR AVION 

1933 Fourth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Austria to Brazil. - Correctly franked at 3S (50 gr for international letter up to 20g and 250 gr zeppelin 
surcharge). Surface mail to Friedrichshafen, airship to Recife and Condor plane to Rio de Janeiro. 

mit .Zeppelin Ans chl u .5 fl ug ab Ber 1 in 
- • Einschreibe 

Netherlands to 
Bra~il; cover under 
franked by 5 cent. 
Correct franking is 
12.5 cent 
international letter, 
15 cent registration 
charge and 90 cent 
zeppelin surcharge. 
Airmail to Berlin, 
connection flight to 
Friedrichshafen, 
airship to Recife, 
Condor plane to 
Curityba. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Fourth Flight (Return Leg) 

Paraguay to 
Holland; 
correctly franked 
at 27 pesos 5g 
weight (2.5 pesos 
letter rate plus 
2.0 pesos 
registration fee 
and 5 X 4.5 
pesos per gram 
weight). 
New Zeppelin 
rate paid with 
1933 22.5 pesos 
issue. 

Flight Numbers 
325 
326 
Postmarks 

GRAF ZEPPELIN __,_,_.. __ ._....._,..~__.. 

CER1'IFICADA --...~-

VIA 

CONDOR-ZEPPELIN 
K R-·E M. 5 a. d. Donau 
AUSTRIA - EUROPA - N. Oest. 

Fourth South America Flight 1933 Flying Time: 
Rio de Janeiro - Recife I 10:06 10th Aug, 08:57 11 th Aug 22.51 hrs/ min 
Recife - Friedrichshafen I 01:17 12th Aug, 17:03 15th Aug 87.46 hrs/min 

Brazil to 
Austria; correctly 
franked at 4$200 
for 5 g weight 
(700 reis letter 
plus 3$500 
zeppelin 
surcharge rate). 

Distance 
2146 km 
8240 km 

Upper Cover: 05 Aug Paraguay, 15 Aug Friedrichshafen, Registration Number on reverse. 
Lower Cover: 09 Aug Rio de Janeiro, 16 Aug Friedrichshafen, 16 Aug Berlin, 16th Aug Vienna. 
110kg mail, 21kg freight and 16 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Fifth Flight (Outward Leg) 

• .----------------------------------, 

Posta AErBa ZEppBlin 
PAR AVION 

Germany to 
Brazil. Under 
franked by 20 Pf at 
1.3 RM for less 
than 5 g weight, 
(Correct franking 
should be 25Pf for 
5g letter and 1.25 
RM Zeppelin 
surcharge for up to 
5g weight. 

Fli2:ht No 

Spett. D itta 

Albania to Brazil; 
incorrectly franked 
at 65 quindarks. 
Correct rate for 5 g 
registered card is 95 
quin (15 quin card 
rate, 25 quin 
registration and 55 
quin zeppelin 
surcharge.) 

Hermann Stoltz e Cia., 

This flight was one 
of five in 1933 to 
carry mail from 
Albania, always in 
very small numbers. 
Hence mail from 
this location is 
scarce, as there was 
no formal treaty in 
place with the 
zeppelin company. 

RECIFE (Pernambuco) 

L.UfTSC!.-lfff Gl".t~F ZEPPELIN 
5 .IODAMEP.l KAFAMR.T Brasile 

1933 

Mit ~uftschiff Grmf ~eppellri . . 

L~JTS<;:1-ilFF GRAF ZEPPELIN 
;,; ./ODAMliR.I KAFAMRT 

1933 

Fifth South America Fli2:ht of 1933 

~ 
I/ 

Mr Geo.J.King, 
Poste Re:;,tante, 

1i.io de Janeiro, 
'Brazil. 

I Flyin2: Time: I Distance 
327 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 20:06 19th Aug, 22:28 22ndAug I 74:22 hrs/min I 7936 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 05 Aug Vlone, 05 Aug Brundis, 19 Aug Friedrichshafen, 23 Aug 1933 Manha. 

Lower Cover: 19 Aug Friedrichshafen, 22 Aug Pemambuco. 
Both covers have red South America cachet for fifth flight, this flight was in addition to the original schedule published. 
105kg mail, 60kg freight and 9 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Fifth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Flight 327 Iceland to 
Peru; correctly 
franked at 155 aur for 
registered letter; 3 5 
aur international letter 
rate, 30 aur 
registration fee and 90 
aur zeppelin • 
surcharge. 
Only recorded mail 
from Iceland to Peru 
on this flight. Red 
cachet (Berlin to 
Friedrichshafen 
connecting flight) and 
red bird cachet (5 th 

South America flight 
of 1933). 
Peru was not listed 
on the permissible 
countries for 1933 as 
an agreement fee was 
not reached that year 
with the zeppelin 
company - rare 
cover. R Reykiavik .,______. 

Nr. 615 

Par Zeppelin 
WROPE AMERIQUE DU SUD 

~ 

l.tJFTSC~IFF GRAF ZEPPELIN 
5./0DAMERIKAFAMRT 

19'33 

-.~..; rrie. 

R ~ 376 

<Termann :-u,()7-t , 7, [., ';A, 

T e cj f'p, - 1 9,,.,.IlA.Y"'hllCO 

~ .... /,Ri] 

Flight 327 France to 
Brazil; Correctly 
franked at 12 Fr (1 .50 Fr 
international letter rate, 
2.00 Fr registration fee 
and 8.50 Fr zeppelin 
surcharge for less than 
5g weight. 
Cover posted Ba yen ( 16 
Aug), sent to Paris ( 16 
Aug), airmail to Berlin 
and airmail onward to 
Friedrichshafen (19 
Aug), received on 
Pemambuco (23 rd Aug). 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

Brazil to England; 
over franked by 
100 reis at 4$300 
reis ( correct 
franking 700 reis 
international letter 
and zeppelin 
surcharge of3$500 
reis for 5g weight). 

Flie:ht No 
330 Recife - Seville 

SCALZILLI & CIA. L TOA. 
CASA FUNDADA EM 1890 

INDUSTRIAES E EXPORTADORES 

V.R:NIBHM;, - VJERMO.:J'if'illI§ - ~l[Jl:I\hDOI§ 

A]l"ER:I'er!:WO§ - {JOG.NA.I()§ - ];H!OREl"O 

R,rn Fernandes Vieira, 191 •• Telephonz 5737 

Escriptorio e Deposito: 
Rue Vo!untarios da Patria, 1248 "" Telephone 7~5o 

CAIXA POSTAL N. 435 
Eucl. te legr.: $CAL:Z!Lll • Codigos : Ribeiro e B,,r9es 

PORTO ALEGRE 
RiO GRAIJDE DO SUL - BRA;>IL 

Fifth South America Flie:ht of 1933 
I 00:46 26th Aug, 20:26 28th Aug 

331 Seville to Friedrichshafen I 20:39 28th Aug, 13 :40 29th Aug 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 23 Aug Florianopolis, 29 Aug Friedrichshafen. 

Lower Cover: 23 Aug Porto Alegre, 29 Aug Friedrichshafen. 

1933 Fifth Flight (Return Leg) 

Brazil to Switzerland; 
franked at 3$800 for 
printed matter, over 
franked by 100 reis (200 
reis printed matter rate 
and 3$500 zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Flyine: Time: Distance 
67.35hrs/min 6671 km 
17.01 brs/min 1850 km 

To Seville; 90kg mail, 26 kg freight and 10 passengers. To Friedrichshafen; 82kg mail, 28kg freight and 13 passengers. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Sixth Flight ( outward Leg) 

Finland to 
Brazil; 
Under franked, 
with only 
sufficient 
franking to reach 
the airship from 
Finland - several 
pieces known at 
this rate, posted 
to crew members 
boarding the 
flight. 

-

R Grankulla 
Kauniainen 

M 704 

I 

Mr .H .Schneilrnr 
Rekominen ... tt:- rc3,§l • Box 2S4 

w Curi tyba - Para.na · I ·r , 1' f Brasil. ~-- rvcua s er 

.Mit Luftschiff Oraf Zeppelin 

Flight No Sixth S011th America Flight of 1933 I Flying Time: 
333 Friedrichshafen- Recife I 20:07 02nd Sept, 19:03 05th Sept I 70.56 hrs/min 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 30 Aug Kauniainen, 02 Sept Berlin Railway Station, 08 Sept Curitiba. 

Lower Card: 01 Sept Saargebiet, 06 Sept Bahia. 

Saar to 
Brazil; 
Correctly 
franked at 
11.5 Fr for 
letter (1.50 
Fr letter 
and 10 Fr 
zepp~lin 
surc4arge. 

j Distance 
I 7880 km 

Upper Cover: Registered mail from Finland to Brazil, with Berlin-Friedrichshafen connecting flight cachet and black 6th 

South America cachet; surface mail to Berlin, connecting flight to Friedrichshafen, airship to Recife and Condor plane to 
Curitybf!. Lower Cover: Saar to Brazil; surface mail to Berlin, connecting flight to Friedrichshafen, fljrsn.ip to Revife with 
mail drnp at Bahia. 155kg mail, 125kg freight and 9 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Sixth Flight (Return Leg) 

- . - .,1: • ~ -- . _:,, ,: ·, 

= 

1:1 

H 0 

Brazil 
Switzerland; 
Letter franked 
at 3$800, over­
franked by 100 
reis for printed 
matter (200 reis 
printed matter 
rate and 3$500 
zeppelin 
surcharge. 

On Board Mail, 
Return Flight -
To Spain; 
correctly franked 
at 1.5 RM (0.25 
RM international 
letter rate and 
1.25 RM 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Fli ht No 
336 
Postmarks 

• R 

H, s. ~) ettel 

:·esei,,linatr, 29 

~\ ~ ,., •...... ... 9 9 i1 .. 
\ • .i. 9. N ' .- \\.~ ' ,· - • • z 

, y R:1 C't) 
✓ ~ -c;,C) 
·, . ,., -~ C, .... 

't,,v- ~'\(, 
-1. F r1n<'.·,, " ,.. , 
'-' 

Jjln 6or~., t6raf 2epµeliti' 

Upper Cover: 6 Sept. Florianopolis, 12 Sept Friedrichshafen. 
Lower Cover: 9 Se ton board cancel, 13 Se t. Seville, 13 Se t. Huelva, 

Distance 
7974 km 

Upper cover has clear blue triangular cachet used on this flight and green receiving cancel at Friedrichshafen, while 
lower cover has cachet for transfer from Friedrichshafen to Seville. 
80k mail, 1 Ok frei ht and 89 assen ers carried on this fli ht. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

Lavitia to Brazil; 
correctly franked 
1.95 Lat (35 sant 
international letter 
rate and 160 sant 
zeppelin surcharge. 

Red cachet for 
Berlin to 
Friedrichshafen 
connection flight. 

Flie:ht No 

-

a ~e'A LI 
Lidp s s 

Seventh South America Flie:ht of 1933 

1933 Seventh Flight (Outward Leg) 

Germany to 
Brazil; Letter 
correctly 
franked at 2.75 
RM for a 7g 
letter (base rate 
of 25Pffor 
letter and 1.25 
RM for each 
increment of 5g 
weight). 

Blue ship 
cachet for 
seventh 
outward flight 
of 1933. 

/fr ?'. '1 • .,U.,,.-( t~ * ... 
'"'? . I' ./ / 

., :£.,C ,r ~ • I 2 vr a-- r ... ~ ~-<:-

(.. :t? ,"'f... .) , / • 1 

I Flyin2 Time: I Distance 
337 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 19:17 161h Sept, 20:06 19th Sept I 72.49hrs/min I 7950 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 15 Sept 1933 Hamburg, 16 Sept Friedrichshafen, 20 Sept Rio de Janeiro. 

Lower Cover: 12 Sept Riga, 19 Sept Pemambuco. 
140 kg mail, 23kg freight and 11 passengers carried on flight to Recife. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Seventh Flight (Return Leg) 

VL..... .A E R .E A 

Stren~ vertraulicb. 

:Firm.a 
V~ L i 

Brazil to 
Germany; 
Letter correctly 
franked at 
4$200 reis (700 
reis for letter 
and 3$500 reis 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

H am b u r g 1 . 

Allemanha 

Brazil to 
Switzerland; Letter 
correctly franked at 
4$200 reis (700 reis 
for letter and 3$500 
reis zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Red cachet for 
return seventh 
flight (available 
also in green). 

Flight No 
340 Recife-Seville 

--------~------ ---

Seventh South America Flie:ht of 1933 
I 00:25 23 rd Sept, 18:27 25th Sept 

341 Seville- Friedrichshafen I 20: 16 25 th Sept, 15:12 26th Sept 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 21 Sept Rio de Janeiro, 26 Sept Friedrichshafen, 

Lower Cover: 20 Sept Florianopolis, 26 Sept Friedrichshafen. 
70kg mail, 15kg freight and 13 passengers carried between Recife and Seville. 

_1 ..... 1.m . .;nr. 

ll. J. Jettel 

.. e:..:err.lir.str., 29 

- --- - ...... -- -~~--

Flying Time: Distance 
66. 02hrs/min 6258 km 
18.56hrs/min 2265 km 

65ki!. mail, 15ki!. frei!ilit and 8 passenl!,ers carried between Seville and Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Eight Flight (Outward Leg) 

Belgium to 
Argentina; 
correctly 
franked at 
26.75 Francs 
for 1 0g weight 
(1.75 Fr letter 
rate plus 12.50 
Fr per 5g 
weight). 

Flight No 
343 
346 
Postmarks 

ZELLES {Belgique) 

Germany to Chile; 
correctly franked at 
3.25 RM for 1 0g 
letter to South 
America ( outside 
Brazil); 25 Pf letter 
rate and 1.5 RM 
per 5g weight 
zeppelin surcharge. 

T O N JOSSON, 

Solis 206, 

-BUENOS A Y R E S • 

/ ~·-~ -
, .-

~~;i,.M_•~. imjt. • " a'/_ £,,.J.lc "a_-{y;..." : __ •• --IJ---1-1--~:=~-~~~ ~'. 

~11~ -· - ~ ,,..__~.,. 

Eighth South America Flight of 1933 Flying Time: Distance 
Friedrichshafen - Recife I 19:03 30th Sept, 20:37 03 rd Oct 73 .34hrs/min 8148 km 
Recife - Friedrichshafen I 0:00 7th Oct, 23:21 09th Oct 71.21 hrs/min 7973 km 
Upper Cover: 29 Sept Velbert (Rheinand), 30 Sept Freidrichshafen, 08 Oct Valparaiso. 
Lower Cover: 28 Sept Brussels, 30 Sept Friedrichshafen, 06 Oct Buenos Aires. 

Upper Cover: 120kg mail, 50kg freight and 12 passengers carried on this outward flight. 
Lower Cover: 90kg mail, 25kg freight and 15 passengers carried on return flight. 8kg mail sack dropped at 
Barcelona. 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELIN I 

--· 

Paraguay to 
England; correctly 
franked at 27 pesos 
5g weight (2.5 
pesos letter rate 
plus 2.0 pesos 
registration fee and 
5 X 4.5 pesos per 
gram weight). 

f 
I 
I 

1933 Eight Flight (Both Legs) 

1>; 

Afghanistan to 
Brazil; cover 
postmarked 06 
Sept Kabol, 
surface carriage to 
Peshawar (06 
Sept), surface to 
Friedrichshafen 
(30 Sept), airship 
to Recife (04 Oct). 
Cover franked at 
4.9 Afghanai (90 
pul international 
letter to Europe, 4 
Afghanai zeppelin 
surcharge to 
Brazil. 

Rare: mail only 
recorded on si. 
flights from 
Afghanistan, in 
small numbers on 
each flight. 

;~ Jv/4 .f.~ 
' ' -y,/ 51~~ 

70 



Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Ninth Flight (Outward Leg) 
"Century of Progress Flight" to Chicago 

By late 1933, the Graf Zeppelin 127 had not been to the United States in over three years. The Zeppelin company were then 
invited to fly to the 1933 Chicago World Fair, officially called the "Century of Progress International Exposition" . Dr. 
Eckener agreed to the flight on the condition that the United States issue a special commemorative stamp and share the postal 
revenue with the Zeppelin company. After initial post office rejection, the proposal was accepted and the final Brazilian flight 
of 1933 returned via the United States, with stops in Miami, Akron and Chicago. 

Germany to 
USA; 
Correctly 
franked at 2. 7 5 
RM (letter rate 
of 25pf and 
zeppelin 

• surcharge of 
2.5 RM to 
USA). 

~ 

-....J......5 - '=>b 

Germany to USA via Brazil, German overprinted 2 RM stamp for this flight, translated as " Chicago Flight/ 
International World Exposition 1933". The red triangular cachet issued for this flight identifies this crossing (first 
leg) as the 50th ocean crossing of the Graf Zeppelin 127. 

•' 
. ~~ 

J Z 
.___,,.~\ 
~~ • 

. OIEAN01l!.:nGIJ£llUMG - ono 

z ..... ....., 

$L-~:]LJ~ 
~ J~oL;;. / Jt, . 

1 

/ (/ -~--_ / 
-- . 

LfL~o/~ Jtt 

On board mail to USA: Correctly franked at 2.75 RM (letter rate of 25pf and zeppelin surcharge of 2.5 RM to USA). 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Ninth Flight (Outward Leg) 
"Century of Progress Flight" to Chicago 

From/To Flight Date Time Hours Distance Mail 
Friedrichshafen - Recife 347 14/17 Oct 1933 20:09/1 l:05 63.41 7947 km 335kg 
Recife-Rio de Janeiro 348 18/19 Oct 1933 08:50/08:52 24.02 2040 km 187 kg 
Rio de Janeiro - Recife 349 19/20 Oct 1933 09:20/08:38 23.18 2205 km 210 kg 
Recife to Miami 350 21 /23 Oct 1933 00:44/13:36 60.52 7174 km 250 kg 
Miami to Akron 351 24/ 25 Oct 1933 02:42/10:02 31.20 2512 km 289 kg 
Akron to Chicago 352 26 Oct 1933 05:33/13:00 7.27 553 km 294kg 
Chicago to Akron 353 26 Oct 1933 13:52/20:55 7.30 630km 334 kg 
Akron to Seville 354 28 / 31 Oct 1933 13:52/22:32 80.31 8509 km 383 kg 
Seville to Friedrichshafen 355 01 / 02 Nov 1933 08:00/06:16 22.16 2039 km 353 kg 

All Flights associated with Ninth South America Flight. 

Cover franked with 
US "Baby Zepp" 
stamps, first sent 
under cover to 
Friedrichshafen by 
steamer, before being 
carried back to the 
US via Brazil. Cover 
postmarked in New 
York ( 04th Oct) and 
received in Chicago 
(26tl' Oct). Purple. 
cachet indicates 
dispatch from 
Friedrichshafen. 

C.1 Mr . H. As Rohi netse , 
5'9- ?tl1 St., 1\1 .'~r., 
mc'a:iin;;t,r.. , lJ . C: . 

GF..A ? ZE'"J "'.'ELii.11 , Friedr i c ·1s:1af e:c. to Mi ami, Florida . 

TO 
CENTU ~ Y OF PROGRE SS 

EX SITION 

DIS ATCHED F~OM MIAMI 

p~~~~~~. 

,~ ~ 

VIA AIR MAIL 

Vv i lf r 6 d A._. P OU 1 t o t ; 
83 Cosgrove St. ; 

Lowell~ Mass. 

-
-
~ 

Cover franked 
with US "Baby 
Zepp" stamp, 
dispatched from 
Miami (23 rd 

Oct), received 
in Chicago (26th 

Oct). 

The 50c US stamp issued for this flight ("Baby Zepp") had 7.5c retained by the US Post Office while the remaining 
42.5c went to the Zeppelin company. The October 1933 supplement to the US "Postal Bulletin" states " .... Special 
stamp is being issued for use on airmail carried on the Graf Zeppelin flight only. 
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Section 6 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Ninth Flight (Outward Leg) 
"Century of Progress Flight" to Chicago 

bis Rio- i - J • 1iro . 

D E 0 

.Estonia to Uruguay. Cover posted in Tallin (10 Oct 1933), transit via Berlin (14 Oct 1933), received in 
Montevideo (19 Oct 1933). Red cachet for connecting flight from Berlin to Friedrichshafen. Red 
triangular cachet for 50th ocean crossing of the Atlantic. 
Correctly franked for a Sg registered cover ( 20 Kr international letter rate, 20 Kr registration fee and 90 
Kr zeppelin surcharge. 

P ~ r di f igeable "GR A f ZE- E hIN,, 

~ 
a . He t z & • "1 a . , 

PER ZEPPELIN 
via Milano- Friedrichshafen 

erna-nbuco 
asile 

Libya to Brazil; 
Scarce origin for 
this flight 
Tripoli (02 Oct 
1933), Marseille 
(05 Oct 1933), 
Friedrichshafen 
(14 Oct 1933) 
and Recife ( 1 7 
Oct 1933). 
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Section 3 1933 Commercial Airmail Service 1933 Ninth Flight (Return Leg) 
"Century of Progress Flight" to Chicago 

Vi a GRAF ZE.PPELil'l 

from Pern~mbuco 
to FREIDRICHS!t.\FEN ;. a:--Bc:~ ,.-

ZEPPELIN 

.•: .. • 

Mr . F. ii. von Meister · 
}54 Fourth Aven~e -~' 

' New York Ci
1

ty .. , '' <~ - ;..,,-·' 
u. s . ,A . ·-.......;__;;. 

Brazil to Germany (to US by surface mail) . Correctly franked for 1 0g letter 
to Europe (700 reis international letter and 2X 3$500 reis zeppelin charge 
per 5g weight) . Brazilian definitive overprinted with zeppelin 10g surcharge. 

CHR. NYGAARD 
REPRESENTACOES 

PORTO ALEGRE 

FILHO 

CM 
..... .,,..,,,,.,.~~ 

l, ' 

• ~.£ '"-:. ~~ , 

> ~~ 1 

0 

Both covers have 
triangular Brazil­
America- Europe 
cachet, applied 
to mail sent from 
South America. 
This was applied 
in a variety of 
colours . 

Brazil to 
Germany; 
Correctly 
franked for 10g 
letter to Europe 
(700 reis 
international 
letter and 2X 
3$500 reis 
zeppelin charge 
per 5g weight). 
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Graf Zeppelin Airmail from Paraguay 1933 Ninth Flight (Return Leg) 

Brazil to Spain; 
Correctly franked at 
9S100 reis for a 10g 
registered letter (700 
reis international 
letter rate ( <20g), 
registration fee of 
1 $400 and zeppelin 
surcharge of 2 X 
3$500 reis per 5g 
weight. 

AS 
io Rio de Jo rie ric she 

REPUBLICA del PAR A 0 U AV 

"Century of Progress Flight" to Chicago 

R ~ ,11563 , 
ASUNCION 

Or . 
Levlrid~ Ferreira L•1t•• 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
correctly franked 
at 27 pesos 
5gram weight 
(2.5 pesos letter 
rate plus 2.0 
pesos registration 
fee and 5 X 4.5 
pesos per gram 
weight). 
New 1933 
zeppelin 
surcharge 

1933 zeppelin 
22.5 pesos paid 
with 9 and 
13.5 pesos 
zeppelin issues. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 First Flight (Outward Leg) 

The Deutsche Lufthansa initiated the first regular aircraft mail flight on 3rd Feb 1934, with a semi-weekly service to South 
America, using the Dornier Wal flying boats and the catapult ship off Gambia. This service became integrated with the 
Graf Zeppelin 127 commercial schedule, first alternating with and later relegating Graf Zeppelin 127 to a supporting role. 
In this period, the airmail service was considered to be a single service. 

Germany to 
Brazil: 
Card correctly 
franked at 1 .40 RM 
(l 5pf base letter 
rate and 1.25RM 
zeppelin surcharge). 

I 
I VIA ZEPPELIN 

FRIEDRICHS HAFEN 

.;c, 
1.J. ·· 2/ 

.fU, dci,,, tf';a-ua/4 ~,u,,. ~ .· 

•.•. ~;·xa ~d/p 

Fli2ht No. 
362 
363 
Postmarks 

~ fet/A~ 

First South America Fli2ht of 1934 
Friedrichshafen - Recife I 20:30 26th May, 11 :40 29th Jun 
Recife - Rio de Janeiro I 10:01 30th May, 12:45 3 pt May 
Upper Cover: 26 May Berlin, 29 May 1934 Rio de Janeiro. 

Sweden to Brazil; 
Stockholm, franked 
with 225 ore which 
was the correct rate 
for 1933 (letter rate 
75 ore plus zeppelin 
charge of 150 ore). 
However this is 
under franked as 
zeppelin surcharge 
increased to 225 ore 
for 1934, which 
means the correct 
rate is 300 ore for 
this flight. 

Flyin2 Time: Distance 
63 .1 hrs/min 7934 km 
26.4 hrs/min 2115 km 

Lower Cover: 23 May Stockholm, 24 May Berlin, 26 May Friedrichshafen, 29 May Recife. 
The small "a" on the red confirmation cancel on upper cover, designates that this flight commenced in Berlin. This 
was then flown to connect with the Zeppelin airship at Larache (Morocco) and is an example of "late post". The 
equivalent letter "b" on the lower cover indicates it was flown from Friedrichshafen by zeppelin airship. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 First Flight (Outward Leg) 

The first DLH flight to South America was in February 1934 and from this flight onwards, all flights (both Graf Zeppelin 127 
and DLH airplanes) carried a single design cachet. This consisted of a red double circle, with "German Airmail, Europe­
South America". The only exceptions to this were: 

l. The 3rd 1934 zeppelin flight to Argentina (Argentina Flight) 
2. The 12th 1934 zeppelin flight to Brazil (Christmas Flight). 
3. The 22nd DLH Flight (15 th Dec 1934 Christmas Flight) 
4. The 29th DLH Flight (2nd Feb 1936, First Anniversary Flight) 

• Togo to Brazil; Correctly 
franked at 11 Fr ; 0.5Fr 
international card, 2.0 Fr 
registration fee and 8.5 Fr 
zeppelin surcharge). 
Postmarked Lome/Togo 
(7th April), Frankfurt on 
Main (24th April), 
Friedrichshafen (26th May) 
and Recife (29th May). 

Rare; only six flights 
where Togo mail is 
recorded, with less than 
ten covers carried per 
flight, (This is 3rd flight 
to carry Togo mail). 

.¥i>d, 24 R. 

PAR AVION 

R MOGADISCIO 

1067 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELI.N --

Llc11tbi ldabte1 u n~ Lu flsrhiffbau Zeppelin 

• (Italian) Somalia to 
Brazil; Under franked • 
by 1.5 Lire (Correct 
franking is 1.25 L 
letter rate, 1.25 L 
registration fee and 28 
L for 20g weight). 
From Italian colony in 
Soma! ia, postmarked 
Mogadiscio (30th 

Apr), surface mail via 
Napoli (18th May) and 
Milan ( date unclear) 
to Friedrichshafen 
(261h May), airship to 
Recife (29th May). 

Rare; only ten 
flights carried 
Somalian mail ( of 
which this is the 
third), all with less 
than ten covers. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 First Flight (Outward Leg) 

PAR PCSTE AERI ENN~ ALLEMANDE 
VIA GRAF ZEPP~LI N 

FURTs~ST Monsieur I re neo 
t<',, P a ysand~1 I935 

---,...,,~-·· \ MONTRVIDVQ 

i Urugucr-......._----~::::__\ 
-

Belgium to Uruguay; correctly franked at 14.25 Francs for 5g weight (1.75 Fr letter rate plus 12.50 Fr per 
5g weight). Letter "b" on red confirmation cachet indicates that cover was flown from Friedrichshafen. 

Libya to Brazil; 
Registered postcard 
from Bengasi 
(Cyrenaica, now Libya). 
Incorrectly franked at 
7 .25 Lire. Correct 
franking should be 9.0 L 
(0 .75 L international 
card rate, 1.25 
registration fee and 7 .0L 
zeppelin surcharge. 
Card posted Bengasi ( 15 
May), transit via Rome 
(19 May), 
Friedrichshafen (26 
May) with receipt in 
Recife (29 May). 

-
~~--r.-··-,~7 Fa. Hermann S 

Recife-Pern 
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Section 4 1934 Cornmercial Airmail Service 1934 First Flight (Return Leg) 

Mit Luftschi.ff 
Graf Zen'J"!;n 

.- 1 - • ' 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
correctly franked 
at 25 pesos 5 g 
weight for 
unregistered 
cover (2.5 pesos 
letter rate and 5 
X 4.5 pesos per 
gram weight). 

1933 4.5 and 
13.5 pesos 
zeppelin issues 
overprinted with 
1934. 

Flieht No. 

d{UPA/ 
J! t,aa,,,.'JU/N,~~ 

~#~~ 

-~/~ 

First South America Flieht of 1934 
365 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 00:58 02nd June, 7:00 05tli June 
Postmarks 9 Jun Paraguay, 19 Jun Friedrichshafen, 20 Jun Dusseldorf. 
Two black 1933 Paraguay zeppelin cachets used to cancel stamps. 

On Board mail to 
Spain; correctly 
franked at 1.40RM 
for postcard (0 .1 5pf 
international card 
rate and 1.25 
zeppelin surcharge). 
Black 
"LUFTSCHIFF" 
cancel and "Letter 
"d" on red 
confirmation cachet 
indicate mail posted 
on board airship. 
Receiving cancel at 
Seville (5 th June) on 
reverse and Huelva 
(6th June) on face. 

I Flyine Time: I Distance 
I 78 .02 hrs/min I 7943 km 

142 kg mail, 28kg freight andl 7 passengers. Mail drop at Barcelona on 4Ui June, 11.3kg. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Second Flight (Both Legs) 

LUFTPOST AIR MAIL 

Leon Dominian, Esquire, 
American Legation, 

1:ontevideo, 
Uruguay. 

Flight 366 
Germany to 
Uruguay, 
correctly 
franked at 1. 7 5 
RM (25pf for 
international 
letter rate and 
1.50 RM 
Zeppelin 
surcharge to 
Uruguay). 

"Europe-South America" cachet, with "c" designation for flight commencing in Stuttgart. 

Flight 369 
Brazil to The 
Netherlands: 
Correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis (700 
reis international 
letter rate and 
3$500 zeppelin 
surcharges for 
weight <20g). 

HOLLAN'DE 

...... ~ 
Lo1;1is ,Katt,n'bourg · • ---~--:.::. 

• 6?-., J~aizergr.ticht, 
' ·•t1· - AMSTERDAM 

?,~· 
·:, · 

.. , . ·~'• ·'·• , 

{i;_~\~'.i~ -i~!f, 
<:~~-7 VIA ZEPPELIN 

•\. c,t¥· 
.J.:.( ~ xxxxxxxxxxxnxxxxnxxx:xxxnx 

Fli2ht No Second South America Fli2ht of 1934 Flyin2 Time: Distance 
366 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 20: 10 09th June, 10:45 12th June 62.37 hrs/min 7843 km 
369 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 01:00 16th June, 12:00 19th June 83.00 hrs/min 7906 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 07 June Stuttgart, 09 June Friedrichshafen. 

Lower Cover: 14 June Rio de Janeiro/Syndicato Condor, 19 June Friedrichshafen. 
Outward Flight: 170kg mail, 220kg freight and 10 passengers carried on this flight. 
Return Flight: 145kg mail, 70kg freight and 19 passengers carried on this flight 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 
"Argentina Flight" 

The third Graf Zeppelin 127 flight of 1934 was the only occasion when the airship landed in a South American country other 
than Brazil, remaining on the ground just less than an hour before returning to Rio de Janeiro . 

Germany to 
Argentina; 
Correctly franked 
at 1.75 RM (25pf 
letter rate and 
1.5RM zeppelin 
surcharge). 

LUFT5(H!Fr GRAF ZtVilfU:J 
A!NENTlt I :NFAt!RT 

- ~ ~ ..- ~ ~ ~ i/T ~ 

, I _. I 
- -:'"1 .~ ...... 

..,_,.. ,c~ -- ---.;:' .... ~- -,- · L. s. ,,GRAF ZEPPEUN11'"'::::~- • ~:' ~ . 

B u-e no~ Aires 

A.rgentinien 

Flight No. Third South America Flight of 1934 Flying Time: 
370 Friedrichshafen - Recife 20:20 23 rd Jun, 20:02 26th Jun 71.42hrs/min 
371 Recife - Rio de Janeiro 22:45 27th Jun, 18:44 28th Jun 19:59hrs/min 
372 Rio de Janeiro - Buenos Aires 02:15 29th Jun, 13:46 30th Jun 35:3 lhrs/min 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 23 Jun Friedrichshafen, 28 Jun Buenos Aires . 

Lower Cover: 26 Jun on board mail, 30 June Buenos Aires (machine cancel on reverse). 

Purple 
cachet for 
outward 
flight - only 
1934 flight 
had pictorial 
cachet. 

Mail posted 
on board; 
under franked 
by 25pf for 
10g letter 
(25pf letter 
rate and 
l.5RM X2 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Distance 
7824 km 
2019 km 
2837 km 

Both covers to Argentina but top cover off loaded at Recife and flown to Buenos Aires (arrived two days before 
lower cover carried by zeppelin airship). 177kg mail, 232kg freight and 10 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 
"Argentina Flight" 

Gibraltar to Argentina with purple flight cachet for this flight. Correctly franked at lS 5d (2d carriage to 
London, 3d registration fee and 1 S printed matter (0.5 oz )carriage to Argentina. Flight Path: Gibralt&r 
(12 Jun)-London-Stuttgart (23 Jun)-Friedrichshafen (23 Jun)-Recife-Buenos Aires (28 Jun by Condor). 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELI 

Allemagne 

19J,.g!J4 -LUFTKHlFF GRAF ZEPPELIN 
ARGENTIN\ENFAHRT 209 

mtt fuftpoft befordett 
.. - - "" - .-..6 tL. - -- - -

Dabomey to Argentina with purple flight cachet for this flight. Rare point of mail origin. 
Flight Path; Contonou/Dahomey (12 April) - Paris (30 April) - Frankfurt (30 April) -
Friedrichshafen (23 Jun)-Recife (26 Jun)- Buenos Aires (28 Jun). 

Rare; Cover 
from Dahomey 
carried on only 
four zeppelin 
flights, each with 
less than 10 
covers. 

Cover franked at 
13.5 Fr but postage 
rates from Dahomey 
are unknown so 
cannot confirm 
correctness. The 
most likely charges 
are 1 . 0 Fr ~irmail to 
Paris, 1.5 Fr 
international letter 
rate, 8.5 Fr Zeppelin 
surcharge and 2.0 Fr 
registration fee i.e. 
0.5 Fr over payment. 

Certification 
Behind. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

Senegal to Brazil; Transit 
cancels at Dakar (15 
June), Paris (19 June), 
Frankfurt (19 Jun), 
Friedrichshafen (26 June), 
all by airmail. 
Receiving cancel at 
Pernambuco on 26 June. 

Rare: only recorded flight 
in 1934 to 193 7 to carry 
mail from Senegal, five 
covers reported. • 

Postcard franked at 10.90 
Fr, under franked by 0.5 
Fr (1.0 Fr airmail to Paris, 
0,90 Fr international card 
rate and 8.5 Fr Zeppelin 
surcharge, 

"Argentina Flight" 

Par Avion 

Card and letter have purple cachet for this flight, one of only two flights after 1933 to carry a pictorial cachet. 
All other flights have a double red circle with "German Airmail, Europe to South America" inscription. 

Yugoslavia to Argentina; 
Over franked at 40.5 dinar by 1.6 dinar ( 4.5 dinar international letter rate, 4.0 dinar registration fee, 20 dinar 
zeppelin surcharge and 10 dinar airmail charge). All Yugoslavia mail was sent by plane from Yugoslavia 
airports to Belgrade Airport (Zemun 5 - triangular cancel on reverse 19th June) and then by plane to Berlin 
(reverse cancel 22nd June), cancelled at Friedrichshafen on 23 rd June and receiving cancel at Buenos Aires on 
28 June (indicating that cover was off loaded at Recife and flown by Condor plane to Buenos Aires). 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Third Flight (Outward Leg) 

Switzerland to 
Brazil; Correctly 
franked at 2.2 Swiss 
Fr ( card rate 20 Rp, 
registration 40 Rp 
and zeppelin 
surcharge 160 Rp ). 

Switzerland to Brazil; 

"Argentina Flight" 

~aalJ11:ubc ~um 111totcu <!!,attcr11 

~otcl ile.6 1Ba:la:ttcc.6 et 1Bellcuue 
]l,u3crn • f,J. ~a:ccfe • ]l,uceruc _a. 

19~--a4 

WFT.SCHIFF 6RAF ZEPPRIM 
ARGENTINI ENFAHRT 

Mit Luftpost 
Par avion 

Per •eroplano 

R 
B e r n I Transit 

' 21 vi. 3 

. )..A 'J 

I I 

$~ r L, ... iJ..~•• 
r'cr,,~~ ~ c;rn. h 

r £7, .. , .. eQ@IM, 

( s ~":,... (. ) 

Cover correctly franked at 2.30 Swiss Fr ( letter rate 30 Rp, registration 40 Rp and zeppelin surcharge 160 Rp ). 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Third Flight (Return Leg) 
"Argentina Flight" 

VIA CONDOR•ZEPPELIN 
---~-•-·J- .......,..._ 

•. CERT ri.:tcADA 

Sen.ores 

INAPRE 
THE HAG l T.r! ON SJ:!JA 

Holanda. 

cE.RTt FrcADd 

.Por 11 GJ:t.A..lf ZEPFELDf1' 

Argentina to 
Germany: correctly 
franked at 2.5 peso 
for 1 0g registered 
letter; 15 centavos 
international letter 
rate per 5g, 20 
centavos registration 
fee and 1 . 0 pesos 
zeppelin surcharge 
per 5 g weight. 

"' 

• • fiJµilo . ;:;nr . 
l 

__ 1 :·~:$& ~ ~er-r. ilke 
. . . 

·-~ " -~- , 

-· ~- ·if~ofstre.soo l.6 
~..\f"\ 
\._.., I '.~·-\ 

.::::;;---r -:-:_" 
(j·<:'~--i :: ~ { ~ 
-?'>,-,;,,,:::·· , Berlin ·egel. 

~. - : -------- -~ , ,:::-- ~ 
/ ·\' 

,;.,\:,:.· 
_1·:--· A l. e m a. n i a. 

Argentina to 
Holland; Franked 
at 1.36 peso for 5g 
cover, over-franked 
by le for 
convenience; ( 15 
centavos for 
international letter, 
20 centavos 
registration fee and 
1.0 peso zeppelin 
surcharge for 5 g 
weight). 

Flight No Third South America Flight of 1934 Flying Time: Distance 
373 Buenos Aires - Rio de Janeiro 14:50 30th Jun, 21:os ois1 July 3 0. l 5hrs/min 2635 km 
374 Rio de Janeiro - Recife 21 :30 0l51 July, 13 :50 02nd July 16.20hrs/min 2002 km 
375 Recife - Friedrichshafen 11 :48 03 rd July, 21 :00 06th July 8 l .12hrs/min 7770 km 
Postmarks Upper cover: 29 June Buenos Aires, 06 July Friedrichshafen, 09 July receiving stamp in England. 

Lower cover: 28 June Buenos Aires, 06 July Friedrichshafen, 07 July Berlin. 
254kg mail, 44kg freight and 23 passengers carried on this return flight . 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 third Flight (Return Leg) 

• REPUBLICA DEL PARAG~~\tf;O 

POR GRAF ZEPPE~r -

ASUNC16N v1A BUENOS 1f1!s_ \\ : 

a Friedrichs.hafen Alem ;.U, 3t\ 6. 3ft 

"Argentina Flight" 

Repubiica de! Paragnay 

Herrn O ,,A. ~ieyersberg 
Birlcerstr.21 

Ill N. 
ASUNCIO:.\r 

Solingen 
r Alemania 
r 
t 

( 
Flight 375 
Paraguay to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
at 27 pesos; 2.5 
pesos for letter, 
2.0 pesos for 
registration and 
22.5 pesos for 
zeppelin 
surcharge ( 4.5 
pesos per gram, 
5g minimum). 

Zeppelin fee paid with two 1933 zeppelin stamps overprinted with 1934, tied with red triangular Paraguay Zeppelin mark. 
Cover carried via Buenos Aires to Recife by Condor Air Syndicate (red cachet on face), Friedrichshafen arrival CDS(reverse). 

Flight 375 
Uruguay to 
England; 
Correctly 
franked at 87 
cent (12c 
international 
letter rate and 
75c zeppelin 
surcharge). 
Pink Cachet for 
this flight, for 
mail coming 
from Uruguay. 

por Sindlca to 
•. CONDOR ZEPPELIN . 

- -· 

URUOUAY 
' RIO 
OE Lf\ 

1 PLJ.\Tf\ 

rmMt~ v\JtLG f P.IED 
. GRAF RIC.HS 

ZEPPELIN Hf\fEM 

I:rs Buck l and Cooper 
1 

' 
' 

25 Elvaston Place~ 
• Q,ueen ' s Ga te , 

LONDON . S • ·.v • 7 • __ 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Fourth Flight (Outward Leg) 

VIA ZEPPELIN 
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 

i .. t. -_ , 

•, ______ ... / 

ost 

Herman ... ""l Stoltz & Co 

Reci fe-Pernambuco 
Brasilien. 

Luxemburg to Brazil; Correctly franked at 1. 75 Lux Fr for with Luxembourg stamps international letter. Luxembourg 
was a non treaty state so it was not possible to prepay the zeppelin surcharge (1 .25 RM) and it was necessary to arrange 
for the addition of the required German stamps. The same rate of zeppelin surcharge from Germany then applied. 

Fli2ht No 
381 

Postmarks 

Fourth South America Fli2ht of 1934 
Friedrichshafen- Recife I 19:10 2151 Jul, 19:35 24th Jul 

Gibraltar to Brazil; 
correctly franked at British 
all inclusive rate of 1 Od 
for printed matter to 
Brazil. Card (blank on 
reverse) routed via 
London, Stuttgart and 
Friedrichshafen. Letter "c" 
on confirmation cachet 
confirms loading at 
Friedrichshafen. 

I Flyin2 Time: 
I 72.25 hrs/min 

Certification 
behind. 

I Distance 
I 7886 km 

Upper Cover: 16 Jui Luxembourg, 16 Jul Giessen Trier, 21 Jul Friedrichshafen, 24 Jui Recife. 
Lower Cover: 16 Jul Gibraltar, 21 Jul Stuttgart, 21 Jul Friedrichshafen, 24 Jul Recife. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Fourth Flight (Return Leg) 

"POR ZEJ?PELIN" 

J. A. Roney, . &sq. 

Brazil to 
England; 
Commercial mail 
correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis . Messrs. DELvITTE , •~itl'l THS ... , 

<;-_):,.~_;>~ -~>--. ,. (700 reis letter 
rate and 3$500 
zeppelin 
surcharge for 5 g 
weight). 

, , <,~·~ ,, ~ 5, LONDON VALL BUILDINGS 
4 

LONDOlf; . I. C.. 2 

----------------
GLAND 

~SONCl01'1 
via Rio de Janeiro a F! iedric s a en 

Rep ilblica de! Paraguay 

R I N ~SUNCION 

Flight No Fourth South America Flight of 1934 I Flying Time: 

: .... 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
correctly franked at 
27 pesos (2 .5 pesos 
letter rate, 2.0 
pesos registration 
fee and 22.50 pesos 
zeppelin surcharge 
for 5g weight. 

I Distance 
384 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 23:53 27th Jui , 06:57 3l51 Jul I 79.04 hrs/min I 8389 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 26 Jul Federal District, 31 Jui Friedrichshafen. 

Lower Cover: 21 Jul Paraguay, 31 Jui 1934 Friedrichshafen, 31 Jui Wandsberk. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Fifth Flight (Outward Leg) 

• 

e i.ngE; s c.l:1r i c b GJ1i 

, 

• ~~~~ : NE M ~ ; __ ,~ 
HELMOND 

Hm . 
. '\7 673 I 

---- --

Tunisa to Brazil; 
Correctly franked at 
12.4 Fr (0.4Fr surface 
rate to France, 2 Fr 
French international 
letter rate, 1.5 Fr 
registration fee and 
8.5 Fr zeppelin 
surcharge. 

Tunisa is relatively 
scarce country of 
origin for zeppelin 
mail; carried on 
only 16 flights, in 
low numbers . 

Flight No 

,p \ '( ... .. 
' " \ ._--

\ 0°'' ·,.' (/. 
~~-.~L- ri - ' 1/ -.... _ _... 

, • . 
~- , ! ·~&.,. , 

:·~-·.v.J/1 
•. ~ ..r'' 

Fifth South America Flight of 1934 

Netherlands to 
Brazil; Correctly 
franked at 107 .5 
(1934 rate is 12.5 
cent letter rate, 15 
cent registration fee 
and 80 cent zeppelin 
surcharge). 

----------
~ 

•• • -~\ 

• .. ,~~\'."° •• 1::1· 
> ... ' . ,~1,.,,, 

L -,~/ .... / 
_,,~\':_.\._ ~~j• .,.....,_.,. __ 

" 1 f.,,lL ('";_ •, 

~-: --n - . ....... _,,~ r,. y, 

I Flying Time: I Distance 
385 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 04:36 05 th Aug, 00:27 08th Aug I 67 .51 hrs/min I 7871km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 01 Aug Helmund, Netherlands, 04 Aug Berlin, 11 Aug Curitiba, Brazil. 

Lower:25 Jui Tunis, Tunisia, 28 Jui Marseille, 28 Jui Stuttgart, 04 Aug Friedrichshafen, 08 Aug Recife 
Upper Cover: Flight cachet has "a" indicates cover transferred from Berlin to Larache, then picked up by airship. 
Lower cover from Tunisa to Recife; Route was Tunis to Marseille to Stuttgart to Friedrichshafen to Recife. 
Flight cachet has "b" to indicate cover loaded to airship at Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Fifth Flight (Return Leg) 

On Board Mail 
posted on return 
flight; 
Correctly franked 
at 1.5 RM re (0.25 
RM international 
letter rate and 1.25 
RMzeppelin 
surcharge for 5 g 
weight). 

Flight No. 
388 
Postmarks 

j}ln 6orb., t6raf lepµelilf 

c 
AN BORD 

DES LUFTSCHIFFS 
GRAF ZEPPELIN 
5. SODAMERIIIAfAttRT 1934 

4 London Wall Buildings, 

LONDON, E. C. 2. 

INGLATERRA 

Fifth South America Flight of 1934 
Recife - Friedrichshafen I 10:57 11 th Aug, 22:27 14th Aug 
Upper Cover: 11 Aug on board mail, 14 Aug Friedrichshafen. 
Lower Cover: 6 Aug Rio de Janeiro, 14 Aug Friedrichshafen. 

" . "-
. ...... 

'-I - ·--(. MEN ;--. .. 

I Flying Time: 

Brazil to England; 
Commercial mail 
franked at 9$700 
reis for 10g 
registered letter 
(under-franked by 
100 reis). 
In 1934, the 
international letter 
rate and airmail 
surcharge were 
merged into a 
single inclusive 
rate of 4$200 per 
5 g. Registration fee 
was 1$400 reis. 

I Distance 
I 83.30 hrs/min I 7623 km 
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• 

Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Sixth Flight (Both Legs) 

AN BORD DcS LUrTSCHIFFES 
GRAF ZEPPE LIN 

~ 
II, S01)AMERIKAFAHRT 

19:34 

c:ftv.,~ 

~4 ~~~# 

~~nan~ 

"Vil\ COJ\IDOR" 

POR AVION CONDOR'' 

Fli2ht No Sixth South America Fli2ht of 1934 Flyin2 Time: 
389 Friedrichshafen - Recife 19:17 18th Aug, 20:14 2l8t Aug 72.57 hrs/min 
392 Recife- Seville 00:11 25 th Aug, 18:08 27th Aug 65 .57hrs/min 
393 Seville-Friedrichshafen 19:30 27th Aug, 14:52 28th Aug 20.23hrs/min 
Postmarks Upper Cover: On board mail 20 Aug 1934, 21 Aug Recife. 

Lower Cover: 20 Aug Montevideo, 28 Aug Friedrichshafen, 29 Aug Leipzig. 

Above: Posted 
on board airship; 
correctly franked 
for letter weighing 
10-lSg (25pf letter 
rate and 3 X 1.25 
RM per Sg weight). 

Uruguay to 
Germany; 
correctly 
franked at 87 
cent (12 cent 
international 
letter and 7 5 
cent zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Distance 
7934 km 
6101 km 
2120 km 

I 06 kg mail, 7kg freight and 18 passengers were carried on this flight. Mail was transferred to a Deutsche 
Lufthansa flight at Seville, for faster delivery to Friedrichshafen. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Seventh Flight (Outward Leg) 

• 

Germany to 
Argentina; 
correctly franked 
at 1.75 RM (25pf 
letter rate and 1.5 
RM to South 
America, beyond 
Brazil). 

40 

Fli ht No 
394 

Herrn 

!_lemania. 

Wllli Koehn. 

gacioil Alemane.. 

L.N.Alem 

,,... BUENOS AIRES. 

~ ----~-------------

~~ (~ 

~~ /~cd J 7! 

~/4-~~ 
~4?~ 
............ ,._,._._..w ws ._..,,. 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 31 Aug Hamburg, 01 Sept Friedrichshafen, 06 Sept Buenos Aires. 
• ecife. 

On Board Mail; 
Correctly franked at 
1.5 RM for cover to 
Brazil ( <20g); 25pf 
international letter 
rate and 1.25 RM 
zeppelin surcharge. 

Distance 
7901 km 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Seventh Flight (Return Leg) 

Uruguay to 
Germany; 
Correctly 
franked at S 1. 7 4 
for 10g 
registered letter 
( 12c letter rate, 
12c registration 
fee and 2 X 75c 
zeppelin 
surcharge per 
5g). 

• 
Flit!ht No 
397 
Postmarks 

> 

' ' J 

'mu '>tani/a,~ ' 

• 'f!w l, 
~ $;u" J. 

John A. Roney, Esq :, 

<?eaw !!l:anuaa/1' Xig~I, ~ 
4 London Wall Buildings, 

LONDON, E. C. 2. 

Seventh South America Flieht of 1934 
Recife- Friedrichshafen I 22:51 07th Sept, 09:43 11 th Sept 

Brazil to England; 
Commercial mail 
franked at 10$400 
reis for 10g 
registered letter 
(over-franked by 
600 reis) . 
In 1934, the 
international letter 
rate and airmail 
surcharge were 
merged into a single 
inclusive rate of 
4$200 per 5g . 

I Flyine Time: I Distance 
I 8 l.52hrs/min I so2s km 

Upper Cover: Sept Montevideo, 11 Sept Friedrichshafen, 11 Sept Hamburg. 
Lower Cover: 5 Sept 1934 San Paulo, 11 Sept Friedrichshafen. 

Return Flight: 137kg mail, 50kg freight and 23 passengers were carried on this flight. 
An 8kg mail drop occurred at Barcelona on the return journey. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Eight Flight (Outward Leg) 

Finland to 
Brazil; 
Correctly 
franked at 26 
Mark for 
registered 
cover (2 .5 M 
international 
letter, 2.5M 
registration 
fee and 21M 
zeppelin 
surcharge - I 
reduced by 
lM in 1934). 

• 
Flight No 
401 
404 
Postmarks 

Recife-Pernambuco . 
-----------------~-= Brasilien . 

Eighth South America Flight of 1934 Flying Time: Distance 
F riedrichshafen-Recife I 19:44 15th Sept, 09:08 18th Sept 61.24hrs/min 7841 km 
Recife-Friedrichshafen I 23:10 2pt Sept, 05:05 25 th Sept 77.55hrs/min 8067 km 
Upper Cover: 10 Sept Helsinki, 12 Sept Berlin, 15th Sept Friedrichshafen, 18 Sept Pemambuco 
Lower Cover: 17 Sept , 25 Sept 1934 Friedrichshafen. 

Outward Flight: Registered mail from 163kg mail, 110kg freight and 23 passengers carried on this flight. 
Return Flight: 137 kg mail, 27kg freight and 17 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Ninth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Germany to 
Brazil; over 
franked by 1 pf 
for convenience; 
25pf for letter 
rate and 1.25 RM 
for zeppelin 
surcharge. 

Mit Luftschiff "Graf 

.i:3anco 

Rio 
MIT LU FTPOST 

PAR AVION 
------~~-

"b" in red 
confirmation 
cachet 
indicates mail 
ongm 
Friedrichshafen 

Fli2ht No 
• 406 

409 
Postmarks 

Brasili 

Re cife - Pernambuco. 

B R A Z I L . 

Ninth South America Fli2ht of 1934 Flyin2 Time: 
Friedrichshafen- Recife I 19: 11 29th Sept, 20:28 02nd Oct 73 .1 7 hrs/min 
Recife- Friedrichshafen I 00:36 06th Oct, 08:35 09th Oct 79 .97hrs/min 
Upper Cover: 28 Sept Bremen, 29 Sept Friedrichshafen. 
Lower Cover: 23 Sept Jerusalem, 29 Sept Stuttgart, 3 Oct Pemambuco. 

Outward Flight 178kg mail, 68kg freight and 21 passengers were carried on this flight . 
Return Flight 146kg mail, 35kg freight and 19 passengers carried on this flight. 

-29.9.~.-20 

• 
Palestine to Brazil; 
correctly franked at 
18d for registered 
card, by airmail to 
London, airmai l to 
Stuttgart,and airmail 
to Friedrichshafen. 
Rare country of origin 

Distance 
8004 km 
7910 km 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Ninth Flight (Return Leg) 

Uruguay to 
France; 
Correctly 
franked at $2.3 7 
for 10-15 g letter 
(intemation letter 
rate of 12c, 
zeppelin charge 
of 3 X 75c per 
5g weight. 

Fli ht No 
409 

S:r·s 

Recife- Friedrichshafen 00:36 06th Oct, 08:35 09th Oct 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 02 Oct Montevideo, 09 Oct Berlin, 10 Oct Paris. 

Lower Cover: 01 Oct 1934, 09 Oct Friedrichshafen. 
178kg mail, 68kg freight and 21 passengers were carried on this flight. 
146k mail, 3 5k frei ht and 19 assen ers carried on this fli ht. 

W,-)?'••i•Co• 

,. ~ ·_; jvl l ..._ ., ,, .• ,. 
-.. 

' ! __ 

1' 

Brazil to 
England; 
correctly franked 
at 5$200 reis for 
5g registered 
letter ( combined 
letter/zeppelin 
charge of 4$200 
and reis 1 $000 
registration fee). 

Distance 
7910 km 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Tenth Flight (Outward Leg) 

Zeppelin flights alternated biweekly with DHL flights in order to provide a weekly airmail coverage to South America, July 
through October 1934 . 

• 
Kuwait to Brazil: 
Registered card from 
Kuwait, via Basrah, 
Stuttgart, Stuttgart to 
Recife. Franked with 
Indian airmail 
stamps, with Kuwait 
overprint. 

Rare point of origin, 
mail from Kuwait 
only flown on 5 
flights, in small 
numbers 

Graf Zeppelin" auf dem Bodensee 

~ 

BY-AIR .. MAIL • 
· ., ~AR .AVION · 

VIA ZEPPELIN 
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 

Hermann Stoltz & Co. 

ecife - Pernambuco. 

BRAZIL. 

Chad to Brazil: 
Franked with French 
adhesives over print with 
"Chad". Letter "c" 
indicates that cover was 
up loaded to airship at 
Friedrichafen. 

Rare point of origin, mail 
from Chad only flown on 
6 flights, in small • 
numbers. 

Underfranked by 0.5 Fr, 
correct franking should 
be 11 .40 Fr (0,90 Fr 
international card rate, 
8.50 Fr zeppelin 
surcharge, 2.0 Fr 
registration fee). 

Flight No Tenth South America Flight of 1934 Flying Time: Distance 
410 Friedrichshafen- Recife I 19: 15 13 th Oct, 20:30 16th Oct 73 .15 hrs/min 8115 km 
413 Recife- Friedrichshafen I 10:05 20th Oct, 10:07 23'ct Oct 81 . 02hrs/min 8302 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 28 Sept Kuwait, 01 Oct Basrah, 12 Oct Stuttgart, 7 Oct Pemambuco. 

Lower Cover: 20 Aug Chad, 1 Oct Friedrichshafen, 17 Oct Recife 
Outward Flight: 200kg mail, 225kg freight and 25 passengers carried on outward flight. 
Return Flight: 138kg mail, 35kg freight and 12 passengers carried, post dropped shortly before landing. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 

--•-iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiijjll [ I ; I I I ~I:,] ~( 
By Airmail to London 
By Zeppelin from Garmany 

1934 Tenth Flight (Both Legs) 

. ,,.,.,,,jytlf,~~A-. . 

0 ~:s~ 

I 

~ ­

Iraq to Brazil: 
Card posted in 
Baghdad ( 4 Oct), 
airmail to Paris (8 
Oct), transit to 
Stuttgart (13 Oct) and 
Friedrichshafen (13 
Oct), then by airship 
to Recife (16 Oct). 

Rare point of origin, 
Iraq mail carried on 
only 9 flights, always . 
less than ten covers. 

Srs Hermann Stoltz & Co • 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
for 5g letter (2.5 
pesos letter rate, 
2.0 pesos 
registration fee 
and 5 X 4.5 pesos 
per gram). 

Registration label 
on reverse of 
cover. 

r .. 
~-,-~¼"N.~, .. -

p 
t.·f:.:LJN. 

.. Recife-Pernambuco. 

BRAZIL. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 1934 Eleventh Flight (Outward Leg) 

Great Britain to 
Argintina: correctly 
franked at 4Schillings 
for a 0.5oz letter (all 
inclusive rate for letter 
or postcard sent 
beyond Brazil). 

"*" in red 
confirmation indicates 
departure from 
Stuttgart while "c" in 
cachet below 
indicates departure 
from Friedrichshafen. 

MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION 

BY {jEl</91'-Jtl RI R '9/t lL 

Einschreiben ! 

L -U. h r s 

B a r i 1 o c h c / Ri o N~ro 

Flight No Eleventh South America Flight of 1934 I Flying Time: 
414 Friedrichshafen- Recife I 19:26 27th Oct, 19:57 30th Oct I 72.31 hrs/min 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 25 Oct Cardiff, 27 Oct Stuttgart, 27 Oct Friedrichshafen, 30 Oct Recife 

Germany to 
Argentina: 
correctly 
franked at 
3.55 RM for 
10g letter 
(25pffor 
letter rate, 
30pffor 
registration 
fee and 2 X 
1.5 RM per 
5g weight to 
Argentina. 

I Distance 
I 7917 km 

Lower Cover: 23 Oct Bremen, 27 Oct Friedrichshafen, 02 Nov Buenos Aires, 06 Nov San Antonio 
Upper cover posted Cardiff, sent via London and Stuttgart to Friedrichshafen, to be loaded unto airship.Lower cover by air 
rail from Bremen to Friedrichshafen, airship to Recife and condor plane to Buenos Aires, then surface to Bariloche. 
195kg mail, 673kg freight and 25 passengers. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 

Morocco to Brazil: 
over franked for 
printed matter at 1 s 
4½d by ½d (3d from 
British Morrocco to 
England, 3d 
registration fee and 
1 0d zeppelin charge 
for printed matter up 
to ½oz) . • British Morocco is a 
rare point of origin. 

l R ;~NGIER, 
MOROCCO 

No 9995 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION -

1934 Eleventh Flight (Both Legs) 

Frau 

Anna Kummer 
Schillerstrasse, 56 

COTT BUS i .L. 

ALEMANIA 

Fli2ht No Eleventh South America Fli2ht of 1934 I Flyin2 Time: I Distance 
417 Recife- Friedrichshafen I 23 :22 02nd Nov, 23:11 05th Nov I 79 .97hrs/min I 7910 km 
Postmarks 30 Oct Montevideo, receiving stamp 05 Nov Friedrichshafen, 08 Nov Cottbus. 
Uruguay to Germany correctly franked at 8 cent (international letter rate of 12 cent, zeppelin surcharge of 75 
cent). 130kg mail, 35kg freight and 26 passengers carried on this flight . Return journey overflew Barcelona but no 
air drop was made./ 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 

~ 

_,,e,e,.v,,.-,n,~ 

/C~ • 

n{;-z5(~,/,:;,/ 

J]EC.?, .34 . 

Norway to 
Brazil: 
incorrectly 
franked at 255 
ore, ( correct rate 
is 30 ore letter 
and 200 ore 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 
Carried by rail 
ferry to Berlin, 
by plane to 

B\l~r~~- LUFTPOST I 
PkR AVION 

F riedrichshafen 
and airship to 
Recife. 

1934 Twelfth Flight (Outward Leg) 

;, 

f ... •-~~< :.·· 

. . 

'•tt J ' 

Ireland to Brazil: 
correctly franked at 
12.5 pence (all 
inclusive rate except 
for registration) . 
Green "Christmas" 
cachet for final 
outward flight of 
1934. This is only 
the second 1934 
flight to have a 
pictorial cachet. 

/~ ... . 11 ' ,. ...., . .. ~ ·" 

• .. ,,_ 

) 

SR~ F. w~ huHlliER, 
c/o HEre[eSTOLZ & CO., 
CAI XI\ 1 68 9 

~:~?,NAMBUCO , BRAZIL, S .A, 

Flight No Twelfth (Final) South America Flight of 1934 Flying Time: Distance 
418 Friedrichshafen-Recife 21 :48 08th Dec., 01:50 12th Dec. 76.0lhrs/min 7765 km 
421 Recife-Seville 23:33 14th Dec., 20:30 17th Dec. 68.57 hrs/min 6023 km 
423 Seville-F riedrichshafen 11 : 12 18th Dec., 06:03 19th Dec. 18.51 hrs/min 2164 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 04 Dec Dublin, 07 Dec Berlin, 13 Dec Esp Danto, Brazil. 

Lower Cover: 04 Dec Oslo, 05 Dec train station Berlin, 12 Dec Recife. 
360 kg mail, 540 kg freight and 19 passengers carried. Mail was 194 kg letter post and 166 kg parcel post. 
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Section 4 1934 Commercial Airmail Service 

Flight 418 Germany to 
Brazil: Commercial 
cover correctly franked 
for 5 to 1 Og weight (25pf 
international letter rate 
and 2 X 1.25 zeppelin 
surcharge per 5g weight. 
Cover with open 
window, no address . 

• 

1934 Twelfth Flight (Both Legs) 

8703 

ASKANIA-WERKE 
~rIDllilR@)JJlli:rP~ 

r~=:--:~:-::=::::'.':=~===========-=:-=-~~==--~::.::..~::.,,:::..=-=-=-=-.::, .---------------, 
Flight 418 Netherlands 

PER '-LUCHTPOST 
_,_ PAR AVIQN , 

/ . 
Bij GZR1JAH AIRLA el~t-i-11 :utlu tev i de o 

Per DUITSCH:J; Luc!W~tL'ltd{--Jrontevideo 
-- ._ ---- -·- ~~ ...,__._'----''-'-:=...;.;c~• 

-::i • ss officer. 
R T 5 T AiT7:; l!! Y ~---
h :;_.~ h _L\ 1~ B I -:3-;b--ir--r:i_rr----tt--'='!7._...,-~-Y< 

,_ 

th America& : R ROOSENDAAL 

~-wt~"'""'------- Rsc! . JVi. 276 

Flight 418 
England to Argentina: 
commercial cover to 
Argentina, correctly 
franked at 4s for O. 5 oz 
weight. 

The 

to Falkland Islands: 
Correctly franked at 107 .5 
cent (1934 rate was 12.5c 
letter rate, 15c registration 
fee and 80c zeppelin fee-
12.5 adhesive on reverse. 
Commercial cover carried 
on airship ( entire letter 
included), carried by air to 
Berlin, by air to 
Friedrichshafen, by airship 
on airship to Montevideo 
and surface to Port 
Stanley. 
Very scarce destination 
for Zeppelin Mail, 
especially commercial 
mail such as this one. 

of Foreif!n Insurance Co:rnpanies ..__ , 

~an Martin 201, 
BUENOS AIRES . 

1
• n ~,r. - ent-1· . .., , . 

.CU.6 .. ,, .;..~, 

SOUTH 1-VvIBRI C.A. 
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Section 5 1935-1935 Airmail Support Service 1935 First Flight (Both Legs) 
The Deutsche Zeppelin Reederei was founded in March 1935 and then took over the flight operations from Luftschiffbau 
Zeppelin GmbH. in July of that year, a twice weekly airmail service to and from South America was initiated by Deutsche 
Lufthansa (DLH) (Thursday departure Stuttgart) and Air France (Sunday departure Paris), at which time the German postal 
service switched to be exclusively operated by DLH. Late mail would be flown from Stuttgart and dropped at Larache 
(Morocco) for pick up by the south bound zeppelin. The returning northbound zeppelin dropped mail at Larache, Seville or 
Lisbon, for faster airmail transfer to Stuttgart by DHL. 

Germany to 
Brazil; 
Correctly franked 
for 1 0g letter 
(0.25 RM 
international letter 
rate and 2 X 
1.25RM per5g 
increment. 

Flieht No 
429 
432 
Postmarks 

.B'irma 

Companhia Anilina s e Productos Chimicos, 

Ri o de Janeiro, 
MIT LU FTPOST 

PAR AV I ON Al f an.deg a loo. 

Jtf H_~:~! 

First South America Flieht of 1935 
Friedrichshafen - Recife I 19:49 061h April, 19:26 09th April 
Recife-F riedrichshafen I 01 :58 13th April, 19:16 16th April 
Upper Cover: 14 Apri l on board cancel, 
Lower Card: 09 April Montevideo, 16 April Friedrichshafen 

On Board mail 
return flight 
Correctly franked at 
1.5 RM. Cancel and 
"d" on red 
confirmation cachet 
indicates on board 
mail. 
New on board hand 
cancel introduced 

Flying Time: Distance 
71.37 hrs/min 8194 km 
70.37hrs/min 7854 km 

162 kg mail, 720kg freight and 16 passengers on this flight. 45kg mail picked up at Larache (Morocco). 
163kg mail, 41kg freight, 21 passengers and 9 sacks of mail dropped at Larache for DHL planes. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 Airmail Support Service 1935 Second Flight (Both Legs) 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
for 6g letter (2.5 
pesos letter rate, 
2.0 pesos 
registration fee 
and 6 X 4.5 pesos 
per gram). 

Flight No 
433 
436 
437 
Postmarks 

rym,,11/ Y~~p 
k'Lnfe -~~~ 

··· : 
' ' .. 
\' 

On Board Mail 
to Brazil; 
Correctly 
franked at 1. 5 
RM. Cancel and 
"d" on red 
confirmation 
cachet indicates 
on board mail. 

Richard eicler 
Consul aa. o Generc1.l del : araguc1.y 

io3tfac h 3 03 

:Sremen .. 
'tlerr~ti:iiu ·-

Second South America Flight of 1935 Flying Time: 
Friedrichshafen- Recife 19:16 20th April, 17:53 23rd April 70.37 hrs/min 
Recife - Seville 23 :20 26th April, 01 :16 30th April 73 .56 hrs/min 
Seville-Friedrichshafen 04:27 30th April, 03:48 01 st May 23 .31 hrs/min 
Upper Cover: On board post 20 April 1935, 23 April Pemambuco 
Lower Cover: Montevideo 24 Apr 1935, 30 Apr 1935 Friedrichshafen 

Distance 
7854 km 
6030 km 
1916 km 

149kg mail, 168kg freight, 10 passengers on this flight and 40kg mail picked up at Larache from DHL. 
1 W kg mail, 1 70kg freight and 8 passengers on this flight. Mail transferred to DLH at Seville (winds at Larache) 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 Third Flight (Both Legs) 

Mit Luftsch i ff , - - ---~ - -

ttGr a f Zeppeli n". i Par avion 

Ree. - Kirjoihin. i llmaposti - Luftpost 

I 

R Viipuri 

00703 

Finland to Brazil; 
Correctly franked at 
26 Mark (I.SM 
international card rate, 
2_5M registration fee 
and 22M zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Herrn Albert Thasler, 

a/B .. "Graf Zeppelin",. 

Brazil to Berlin; 
correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis with 
all franking on 
reverse side of 
cover (14 X 300 
olive green 
definitives)-

Fli2ht No 

Pernambuco. 

p. :✓.;eppelin 

111:ma. Snra. 

Third South America Fli2ht of 1935 

Brasil. 
====== 

438 Friedrichshafen- Recife I 20:43 04th May, 18:15 07th May 
441 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 23 :11 10th May, 10:ll 14th May 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 30 April Viipurp, 07 May Pernambuco 

Lower Cover: 6 May Guaratinguetta (San Paulo), 07 May Correio Aereo 

Flying Time: Distance 
69.32 hrs/min 8325 km 
83.00 hrs/min 7881 km 

Outward: 196.5kg mail, 207kg freight, and 18 passengers on this flight. 74 kg mail picked up at Larache. 
Return: 160 kg mail, 30kg freight and 11 passengers carried, mail droooed at Larache for DLH connection. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 Fourth Flight (Both Legs) 

England to Brazil; 
correctly franked at 
combined rate of 
1 0d for printed 
papers. 
"a" on confirmation 
cachet indicates that 
mail was routed 
through Berlin . 

BY GER1~.AN A_I .. R I'J1J .L " 

. .t-'e r l / u• "Graf Zepne l i~ 

h i,,\ 
'1 

l a 

Gociete pour l'In ustri e Ohimi 
.. 

A 

B a 1 e . 
fif ::/ > .• • :.~=~-­

Sui sse. 

Itt;. ,.. • 
t"'j;► • ,-~ 

.3u i ssn."~ 
, ... 

KLINGLER 8c CIA . 

. ' 

Fli~htNo 
442 
443 
Postmarks 

RUA CONS . SARAIVA,14/ 16 
CAIX A POSTAL 237 

TEL .3 -5 5 1 6 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

Fourth South America Flie;ht of 1935 
Friedrichshafen - Recife I 04:05 19th May, 21:03 2181 May 
Recife- Rio de Janeiro I 09:51 22nd May, 10:18 23rd May 
Upper Cover: 15 May Norwich, 22 May 1935 Pemambuco 
Lower Cover: 22 May Rio de Janeiro, 28 May Basel, 

Brazil to 
Switzerland; 
Correctly franked at 
8$400 reis for 1 0g 
letter (2 x 
combined rate of 
4$200 reis per 5 
gram). 

Flvine; Time: Distance 
64:58 hrs/min 7812 km 
24.27 hrs/min 2065 km 

Outward: 150kg mail, 266kg freight and 21 passengers on this flight. 85kg mail picked up at Larache. 
Return: 154k_g mail, I 0k_g frei!ilit and 19 passen_gers on this fli!ilit. Mail drop at Larache for DLH connection. 
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Section 5 1935-37 DLH Support Service 1935 Fifth Flight (Both Legs) 

On Board mail; 
Correctly franked at 
1.4 RM for postcard 
to Brazil ( 15 pf 
postcard rate and 
1.25 RM zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Posted by Albert 
Thassler - airship 
crew. 

Mit Luftschiff ,,Graf Zeppelin" MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION 

. .... .. .. . He.rrn Albe.rt .. Thas.l.e.r 

Flight No 
446 
449 
Postmarks 

...... .. . a •. B ....... 1.1.G.raf ... Zeppelin'' 

. - -

lllllll[ llllllllllllllllllllll; 

. 2 : 
I 

Fifth South America Flight of 1935 
Friedrichshafen - Recife I 19:53 ois1 June, 18:06 04th June 
Recife-Friedrichshafen I 0 1 :24 08th June, 15:00 1 ith June 
Upper Card: 03 June on board mail, 04 June Pernambuco. 
Lower Cover: 10 June on board mail, 11 June Lisbon. 

On Board Mail 
(Return Flight); 
Correctly franked at 
1.4 RM for postcard 
to Europe (l 5pf card 
rate and 1.25 RM 
zeppelin surcharge). 

Portugal was not a 
treaty state so 
additional 45 reis 
added to cover the 
cost of internal 
carriage in Portugal . 

Flying Time: Distance 
70.13hrs/min 7913 km 
85.36 hrs/min 8144 km 

Outward: 181kg mail, 248kg freight and 15 passengers were carried on. 65kg of mail picked up at Larache. 
Return: 185kg mail, 42kg freight and 20 passengers carried. 185kg dropped at Lisbon (late selection) for DHL. 

107 



Section 5 DLH Support Service 

Brazil to 
Germany; 
Correctly franked 
at 4$200 reis, 
combined rate for 
5g weight. 

Flight No 

450 

453 

Postmarks 

Sixth South America Flight 1935 

Friedrichshafen - Recife 21:45 15th Jun, 19: 15 

Recife - Friedrichshafen 22:58 21 st Jun., 06:06 

Upper Cover: 15 Jun Berlin, 22 Jun Santiad 
Lower Cover: 21 Jun Pemambuco, 21 Jun San Paulo 

1935 Sixth Flight (Both Legs) 

Flying Time 

18th Jun 69 .30 hrs/min 

25th Jun. 79.08 hrs/min 

Germany to 
Chile; Correctly 
franked at 1.75 
RM ( 25pf letter 
rate and 1.5 RM 
zeppelin 
surcharge to 
South America 
countries beyond 
Brazil. 

"a" in red 
confirmation 
cachet indicates 
late cover came 
via Berlin. 

Distance 

8112 km 

6684 km 

Outward: 177kg mail, 157kg freight and 13 passengers carried. 69kg of mail was picked up at Larache . 
Return: 157kg mail, 257kg freight, and 18 passengers carried. Mail dropped at Larache on return flight. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 Seventh Flight (Both Legs) 

Danzig to Brazil; 
Over franked at 
3.12G by 0.52 G; 
Correct rate is 2.60G 
(0.20 G international 
card rate, 0 .20G 
registration fee and 
2.20 G zeppelin 

.. 

" . . . .---...... 

___ • __ • ____ ..,l,j:JJ u , , ,:,, \ \ 

\ :"; i \ ,.,._";/ 

',. ·. .· ./ 
-... _::_, _ ___:...,.,' 

,7. vue lo ze:ppe lin 19 35. 
:::-3 enor 
Franz G ericke 
Berg. -G ladbacm trass e 111. 
K o 1 n - MU lh e im • 

A l e m a n i a . 

Repitblica dsl Paragui;,y 

- RI Re J 

ASUNCION 

Fli2ht No Seventh South America Fli2ht of 1935 
454 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 21:35 29th Jun, 23 :09 02"d Jui 
457 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 23 :07 05th Jui, 15:32 09th Jui 

>. 

Postmarks Upper Cover: 23 June Zoppot, 29 June Berlin, 3 July Pernambuco. 
Lower Cover: 29 Jun 1935 Asuncion, Jui 1935 Paraguay, 09 Jui Koln. 

Flyin2 Time: 
73.34 hrs/min 
83:25 hrs/min 

Paraguay to 
Germany; 
Franked at 53 pesos 
for l lg letter, under 
franked by 1 pesos 
(2.5 pesos letter 
rate, 2.0 pesos 
registration fee and 
11 X 4.5 pesos per 
gram). 

Distance 
8088 km 
7894 km 

Outward:331 kg mail, 172 kg freight and 17 passengers carried. 88kg mail picked up at Larache from DLH. 
Return: 161kg mail, 52 kg freight and 22 passengers carried. 165kg mail drop at Larache ( includes 4kg board post). 
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Section 5 1935-37 DLH Support Service 1935 8th & 9th Flights (Outward Legs) 
The Deutsche Lufthansa took over the weekly German airmail service to South America after the seventh flight of 1935. 
The DLH service (departing Thursdays from Stuttgart) was co-ordinated with Air France (departing Sundays from Paris) to 
provide a biweekly airmail service. From that point the mail flown on the airship was limited to printed matter, samples, 
small packages, parcel post and mail posted on board the airship . 

I 

Mi t Lu.ftsc b.iff_ Graf 
_/ .. -,.... r.! 0 , . 

I 
Qllit S!uftpoft 

Par avion , 

\ ., 
) 
I 

•, HerTn A~fredo Wti~hrich 

Av.de Mayo 1430. Depart.27. 

, Buenos- Aires. /.~ 
f '-:i'( =-=-- ~ 

Drucksoo be. 

459 hshafen - Recife l 8thJ ul 

Waren muster. 

:"linth South America Flight of 1935 
hafen- Recife 21:04 29th July, 19:3r 01 Aug 

Germany to 
Argentina; 
Registered printed 
matter. 
Over franked at 
1.89 RM by 4pf 
( 5 pf printed matter 
rate, 30pf 
registration rate 
and 1.5 RM rate to· 
Argentina. 

"c" on red 
confirmation 
cachet indicates 
co er loaded at 
Friedrichshafen. 

Distance 

Scarce 1935 experimental rate of 1.35 R1 I for a d ignated commodity sample I 
printed matter rate and 1.25 RM per 25g sample. Green cust m- stamp du~ on co, er face. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 10th & 11th Flights (Outward Legs) 

MIT ZEPPELIN 
EUROPA·SUDAMERll<A I 

~ ~ ;//////11#' 

Luftschiff Graf 11 Zeppelin 11 

Friedrichshafen a. B. 

Al l emanha 

• 

~k __ _ th-1'~ -t., 

~hfu ~r 
la ,~ I 4'/th/424, 

? 

Flight No Tenth & Eleventh South America Flight 1935 Flying Time: Distance 

468 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 04:32 13th Aug, 09:51 17th Aug 71.39 hrs/min 7794 km 
472 Friedrichshafen - Recife I 04:48 27th Aug, 06:38 30th Aug 73.50 hrs/min 7807 km 
Postmarks Upper cover: 18th Aug on board mail 

Lower cover: 26 Aug Stuttgart, 31 st Aug Rio de Janeiro 
Lower cover has a scarce experimental postage for "mixed shipment, based on original "samples without value" 
rates. The small manila type envelope is correctly franked with the experimental rate of 1.35 RM. Red flight cancel 
with "e" desi!ITlation for flight from Stuttgart. 110kg mail, 186kg freight carried. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 12th & 13th Flights 

Flight 483 On 
Board mail 
Correctly franked 
at card rate of 1.4 
RM 

Cancel and "d" 
on red 
confirmation 
cachet indicates 
on board mail. 

Flight No 

476 
479 
483 
Postmarks 

( 

1 

/~ 

Flight 479 - On 
Board mail 
Correctly franked 
at 2.75 RM for 10g 
letter (25pf 
international letter 
rate and 1.25 RM 
per 5g weight). 

Cancel and "d" on 
red confirmation 
cachet indicates on 
board mail. 

/If;-~~16~ / ~ 
' /~ ~✓?tvu-/# 

~:J--£t1,a~ _z . 

12th & 13th South America Flight of 1935 Flying Time: Distance 

Friedrichshafen - Recife 20:45 09th Sept, 18:42 12th Sept 69.57 hrs/min 8055 km 
Recife - Friedrichshafen 01:59 15th Sept, 12:43 18th Sept 82.44 hrs/min 7909 km 
Friedrichshafen - Recife 03 :40 28th Sept, 20:25 02nd Oct 70.59 hrs/min 8302km 
Upper cover: On board post 15 Sept 1935, 12 FAHRT. 
Lower cover: On Board post 28 Sept 1935, 13 FAHRT. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 14th Flights (Outward Leg) 

~ 
tl-r:uAad~ 
~~ 

~ t?~/~· 

' 
PER AI R MAIL VIA GERMAlIT. 

The Manager, 

The ,.\nglo•So 

~-
/\' ~ ,, Casilla 1501, 

~
~7 ' .. • _... ~-._ , BUENOS AIRES 
/ 1),1 

r. ·. ' . 
\,t·.-,0.:... -: Argentin 

" ... ~ ~,;:-: ~·-J-", 
~ 

South ,America. 

Flie:ht No Fourteenth South America Flie:ht 1935 I Flyine: Time: 
485 Friedrichshafen-Recife I 19:03 07th Oct., 18:42 10th Oct. I 71.39 hrs/min 
Postmarks 02 Oct Tregmorton Ave PO, 20 Oct Buenos Aires 

Flight 485 
On Board mail to 
Brazil; 
Correctly franked 
at card rate of 
1 .4RM. ("d" on 
red flight 
confirmation 
cachet designating 
on board posting). 

• 

I Distance 
I 8181 km 

Commercial UK registered mail to Argentina, unusual seahorse combination franking. Correctly 
franked at 24s3d b. 3d for .:!oz printed matter (1 shilling per 0.5oz printed matter and 3d registration fee). 
94 kg mail, 245 kg frei!ilit and 20 passengers carried on this flight. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 15th & 16th Flights (Both Legs) 

15, SUdamerika- RUckfahrt l 35, 

~offfartc 
MIT LUFTSCHIFF L.Z.1 7 

GRAF ZEPPELIN 

~bfenber:. ;r·· .. ..f. 
'mo~nort: ---- ------------- -------- --- ---------------
St-cajje, l}a~nummer, • 
Qiebaubddl, Stodroed 

Herrn 
------- Joac--h:-1-m----w----•----s-----s----- --

A.rt~erstr. 
z u g . 

5trajje, S;,ausmnmner, 
Qiebaubeteil, Stodro,d 

Fifthteenth South America Flight 1935 (Return) 
494 Rio de Janeiro - Recife I 19:40 30th Oct, 19:07 31 st Oct 
495 Recife - Friedrichshafen I 09:15 oistNov, 13:40 04th Nov 
Postmarks 3 1 Oct on board mail. 

On Board mail to 
Switzerland; 
Correctly franked 
at card rate of 
1.4RM. ("d" on 
red flight 
confirmation 
cachet designating 
on board posting). 
Personal message 
from airship 
passenger on 
reverse. 

Flying Time: Distance 
23.27 hrs/min 2119 km 
76.23 hrs/min 7940 km 

214kg mail, 3 8kg freight and 17 passengers carried on this flight. Mail drop at Larache, DLH to Stuttgart. 

On Board mail 
to Brazil; 
Correctly franked 
at letter rate of 
l.5RM (25pf 
international letter 
rate and 1.25 RM 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 
Final flight of 
1935. 

Flight No 
496 
Postmarks 

Sixteenth South America Flight 1935 
Friedrichshafen-Recife I 19:03 07ui Nov, 09:22 
9 Nov on board mail, 10 Nov Recife, 

94 kg mail, 245 kg freight and 20 passengers carried on this flight. 

I Flying Time: I Distance 
10th Nov. I 75.41 hrs/min I 7843 km 
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Section 5 1935-i937 DLH Support Service 1935 Pendulum Flights 
Pendulum (Shuttle) flights; Recife - Bathurst--Recife. 
The Graf Zeppelin 127 was retained in Brazil after the first leg of the 16th 1935 South America flight in order to complete 
the weekly transatlantic crossings for the DLH service. This was because both DLH catapult ships were being serviced 
and refitted. The airship completed three round trips from Recife to Bathurst (The Gambia), without actually landing at 
Bathurst, where it dropped and collected the normal South America airmail run. The DLH route to Bathurst below. 

Deutsche Lufthansa Flight <Berlin-Bathurst-Berlin) 
Berlin 13 Nov (Wed) at 22:30 There was a delay of 29 Bathurst 
Stuttgart 
Marseille 
Seville 
Las Palmas 
Bathurst 

Uruguay to 
Germany: Over 
franked by 11 c for 
25g registered letter 
(2X 12 c letter rate 
for 20g, 15c 
registration fee and 
5 X 50c zeppelin 
fee for 5g). The 
zeppelin surcharge 
reduced from 75c 
to 50 c in 1935 per 
5g weight. 

I • 

hours and 30 minutes Las Palmas 
before arrival of the Graf Seville 
Zeppelin from Recife. Marseille 

Stuttgart 
15th Nov (Fri) at 12:40 Berlin 

--- · -- - ....---

"VIA CONDOR" Certificg,d o. ---------------
..J 1.!iiiilliiiiiil.iiiiiiiiii!lttl Ll 

Firm,=i 

Wilhe lrr! Krawehl. 
( ·: ~ 

Sp ~tPler~trAsAe 11. 

l:[r m. bu;r t;;o . ·1 • 

\tlA 
CONDOR 

ZE0PELI N 

JOHANNES KOHN 
Ba.rburg-1Jt, ilhemsburg 1 
Am Fuchsberg 1().-

ALEMANIA 

16th Nov (Sat) at 18:50 

17th Nov (Sun) at 19:40 
17th Nov (Sun) at 22:27 

. 

-~·~:?)', 
-s.··· ·-. \ 

,_} ,, \ ~,, .. ~' 
\ ~ -•, 

Paraguay to 
Germany; correctly 
franked at 49.5 pesos; 
2.5 for international 
letter, 2.0 for 
registration (back 
cover) and 45 pesos 
for zeppelin surcharge 
for 1 0g letter. 

Flight No First Recife - Bathurst Pendulum Flight 1935 I Flyine Time: I Distance 
499 Recife-Recife I 09:55 15th Nov., 01:13 18th Nov. I 63 .18 hrs/min I 6480 km 
Postmarks 09 Nov Paraguay 
Graf Zeppelin 127 arrived at Bathurst at 16:26 on Sat 16th Nov., 
Mail dropped by parachute at 16:28, mail picked up at 16:40 and airship departed at 17:07. 
Mail Drop at Bathurst: 196kg (including 5kg boardpost); no freight or passengers 
Mail Pick Up at Bathurst: 200kg. There was also a mail drop at Natal (17th Nov at 20:50) on return to Recife 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 Second Pendulum Flight 

Tangiers to Brazil; 
overland post to London, 
airmail to Stuttgart 
followed by 21 st Nov 
Lufthansa flight to 
Bathurst (British 
Gambia), amvmg at 
12:57 22nd Nov. Mail was 
then airlifted at 07:23 on 
24th Nov. 
The Graf 127 was 
diverted to Maceio on the 
return leg from Bathurst, 
due to political unrest in 
the region of Natal, 
where the airship 
dropped its mail at 19:40 
on 25 th Nov, without 
landing. 

Rare- Morocco 
Spanish Protectorate 
mail only carried on 
four flights but not 
recorded for this one. 

~~ 
&~~ 

Paraguay to 
Germany; mail 
carried on first leg 
of second pendulum 
flight, dropped by 
parachute at 
Bathurst. 
Correctly franked at 
49.5 pesos for 10g 
weight (2.5 pesos 
international letter 
rate, 2 pesos 
registration fee and 
10 X 4.5 pesos fo~ 
1 0g zeppelin 
surcharge. 

l 

~/"7f. -l%" 

' R TANGIER 

No ,0994 
- -

, -

~-
~ ~ 
'0,D --=--

~-su r~ 
BY AIRSHIP •'ZEPPELIN,, 

via London-Friedrichshafen (Germany) 

i JJVc. .?e.~-
~ a..-1~.ti._· 

{3~ ~ 
Flight No Second Recife-Bathurst Pendulum Flight 1935 Flying Time: Distance 

500 Recife - Recife 22:00 22nd Nov., 20:40 27u1Nov 118.4hrs/min 8605 km 

Postmarks Lower Cover: 12 Nov 1935 Tangier, 20 Nov 1935 Berlin, 26 Nov 1935 Bahia 
Maceio diversion meant that this 500th flight actually created the record for the longest Graf 127 flight, 
bein airborne for 118 hours. The mail (191 k was taken b Aero ostal fli ht to Bahia 26th Nov . 

116 



Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1935 3rd (Final) Pendulum Flights 

Brazil to Austria on 
the first leg of final 
shuttle mail service 
of 1935; correctly 
franked at 4$200 reis 
for Europe. 

Flight No 

501 

Postmarks 

:?irn..: 
1.'x ., e be l jr., 

.... ~iJ l~ c~ re,.) 107, 

C 'Y:' t ., . e o 

Third Recife-Bathurst Pendulum Flight 1935 

Recife - Recife 110:46 29th Nov., 08: 12 02nd Dec 

Upper Cover: 28 Nov Rio de Janeiro 
Lower Cover: 25 Nov Leipzig, 

FlyingTime: 

69 .25hrs/min 

Germany to 
Uruguay on the 
return leg of 
final shuttle mail 
service of 193 5; 
correctly franked 
at 1.75 RM for 
Uruguay. 

Distance 

6684km 

Mail picked up from Recife has red overprint "Delayed because of Unrest in Brazil" - there was a 37hour/40 
min delay in airship reaching Bathurst, airship departed 23 minutes after arrival. 
148kg mail (including 5kg boardpost) plus 2.5kg freight was dropped by parachute at Bathhurst 
227kg mail picked up at Bathurst, dropped at Natal (02 Dec at 0 1: 15) to connect with Condor flight. 
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Section 5 1935-1?37 DLH Support Service 1936 First Flight (Both Legs) 
In 1936 Frankfurt am Main became the terminal for all trans Atlantic transport services for both Deutsche Lufthansa and 
Deutsche Zeppelin Reederei., although some Graf Zeppelin flights still flew from Friedrichshafen. 

Olympif dlr IDinttrfintll' 1

1 

~ttrmifrl}-1)mtrnkirtllm 

Brazil to 
Germany; 
correctly 
franked at 
5$600 reis, 
(Combined 
letter/Zeppelin 
charge of 
4$200 reis and 
registration 

0. -16. fdmmt 1936 

M elin 
Harrn Karl Diehm 
·su1 Amarica"Caixa post. 971 

MIT LUFTPOST 
PAR AVION 

On Board Mail to 
Brazil; 
Over franked by 
3Pf for 
convemence 
(Correct carq rate 
1.4 RM). 

fee of 1$400 
reis ). FRIED!1 I crr:rrAFEN ( COdJn.Jce} 

Flight No First South America Flight of 1936 Flying: Time: Distance 
509 Friedrichshafen- Recife 19: 10 13 th Apr, 17:04 16th Apr 73:54 hrs/min 8770 km 
511 Rio de Janeiro - Recife 20:05 18th Apr, 17:16 19th Apr 21 : 11 hr/min 2100 km 
512 Recife - Seville 23:47 19th Apr, 07:23 23 rd Apr 79:36 hrs/min 5854 km 
513 Seville - Friedrichshafen 15: 17 23 rd Apr, 19:16 24111 Apr 26:54 hrs/min 3213 km 
Postmarks Top Cover: 14 Apr On Board, 17 Apr Rio de Janeiro. Lower Cover: 18 Apr Rio de Janeiro, 24 Apr Friedrich. 
Outward:85 kg mail, 370 kg freight, and 16 passengers on this flight. 
Return: 50 kg mail, 97 kg freight and 16 passengers carried. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 

$/, ;:;;,cJi] ! , . 
ANTON PROCHASKA 

B R tl N N 
NA PONAVCE 43 

A;nschlussf'lu -:­
JB erl LJ.-Frankfurt 

~--2 ~ ' . 193b 

Brazil to 
Switzerland; 
Under franked 
by 700 reis for 
10g weight 
( combined letter 
and zeppelin 
surcharge of 
4$200 reis per 5 g 
weight). 
This would have 
been correct prior 
to the 
introduction of 
the combined 
rate. 

a.M. 

1936 Second Flight (Both Legs) 

Czechoslovakia 
to Brazil; franked 
with 1930 former 
Czechoslovakia 
airmail issue, over 
franked at 15.50 
Kc by 0.5Kc for 
registered printed 
matter (0.5Kc 
printed matter 
rate, 2.5Kc 
registration fee 
and 12Kc zeppelin • 
surcharge). 

Fli2ht No Second South America Fli2ht 1936 Flyin2 Time: Distance 
514 Friedrichshafen-Recife 19:23 27th April, 16:42 30th Apr 73 .19 hrs/min 8715 km 
517 Recife - Seville 00:52 4th May, 06:04 71h May 77 .1 2 hrs/min 5760 km 
518 Seville-Friedrichshafen 10:04 7th May, 06:52 8th May 20.48 hrs/min 2410 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 23 Apr Brno 1, 24 Apr Praha 2,( 126kg mail and 422kg freight carried). 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1936 Third Flight (Both Legs) 

Mi t L u fts chiff 
<.}.)oftf atte 

Gra f Z eppelin " . • . 

2. S Udamerikafah r 

On Board mail to 
Germany (return 
leg); 

St r ei tho'r s t 

..... Y.ictoria . (E sp., .Sant.o.) ..... 

.. . Bras i 11~.n ... -

~,J,,tf ~ 
Luftocu.i~ • 

~ l'Px~ ••1•····G-.r'a.f • .. ·~re'f5J5eTiiitt·· .... . 
l!llo~nort : .... .3 .. .5uctam.e.rika.I.?..ur.t ..... . 
(aucf) 3uftell• ober £eitpoftamt) 

On Board Mail to 
Brazil; correctly 
franked at 1 .40 
RM for postcard 
(personal message 
on reverse). 

Over franked at 1.65 
RM, correct 
franking is 1.4 RM .. 
Likely that 75 Pf 
adhesive used 
instead of 50 Pf 
adhesive in error. 

................ Alb.ert ....... H.emling.e.r ........ .. .. 

Fli2ht No 
520 
523 
Postmarks 

• Hecn 'tsanvml -c 

. E l l w a n g e n/ J • 
1n .................................................................................. . 

Wu.rtt . 0-oerari-tss"tr. 10 

MIT LUFTPOST 
PAR AVION 

Third South America Fli2ht 1936 
FranktfurtJMain-Recife I 19:06 11 th May, 18:50 141h May 
Recife- Frankfurt/Main I 22:52 17th May, 19;29 2l s1 May 

C 154 • Din 476 @ 1. ~4 

Flyin2 Time: Distance 
71 .44 hrs/min 7880 km 
92.37 hrs/min 8320 km 

Upper Cover: 13 May on board mail , 15 May arrival cancel on reverse, Rio de Janeiro 
Lower Cover: 19 May on board mail 
85kg mail and 229kg freight carried 
37kg mail and 14kg freight carried 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1936 Fourth Flight (Both Legs) 
The first four Graf Zeppelin 127 flights to Brazil did not carry regular airmail, only mail posted on board, with 
regular mail being carried solely by DLH Service. However, the airship did carry non letter mail; printed matter, 
business papers, samples and packets. 

Mit Luftschiff zu bef~rdern! 
On Board mail 
to Holland. 
Cover posted on 
the initial flight 
between 
Friedrichshafen 
and Frankfurt am 
Main (Flight 

Herrn Dr. E.A.F.Schoevers 
ASSEN - Holland 
Wilhelminastraat 5. 

525) and off 
loaded at 
Friedrichshafen. 
Same passenger 
also posted on 
board mail on 
the return flight 
(below), 

On Board mail 
to Holland 
(posted on 
return flight); 
Over franked at 
1.49 RM by 9pf 
(15pf 
international card 
rate and 1.25 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Mit Luftschiff LZ 

Dr. E. A. F. SCHOEVERS 
Wilhelminastraat 5 

-- - --- - ------ --- - - - -A -S -...... - E - N ----------- - ------ - - ---- · 

(Holland, 

Fli2ht No Fourth South America Fli2ht 1936 Flyin2 Time: Distance 
525 F riedrichshafen-Frankfurt/Main 03:17 8th Jun, 06:54 8th Jun . 3 .3 7 hrs/min 339km 
526 Frankfurt/Main- Recife 19:03 8th Jun, 18:33 11 th Jun. 71 .20 hrs/min 8450 ]qn 
529 Recife- Frankfurt/Main 22;10 14111 Jun, 16:38 18th Jun. 90.28 hrs/min 8348 lqn 
Postmarks Upper cover: 8 Jun. on board post, Assen 10 Jun. Lower cover : 18 Jun on board post, Assen 20 Jun. 
Outward flight: 60kg mail and 262kg freight carried. Return flight: 3kg mail and 53kg freight carried. · 

121 



Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1936 Fifth Flight (Both Legs) 
"DLH Support Service Resumed" 

The Graf Zeppelin 127 resumed support for the DLH service to and from South America June to November 1936 (from 5th 

flight) with regular pick up and drop off at a variety of transfer points . 

. /1,./t· .• (u,ffie/e.t/f -Cl"Ctf £t:/VU.4;. ----- __ J__:__ ____ .L __ 

_.,,, :'!..~!L, !:--M'?t CN n--6-t.-1, c. (r 

H·Q 

Brazil to 
Germany 
(Printed 
Matter); 
correctly 
franked at 
4$200 reis 
(combined 
letter/zeppelin 
surcharge). 

,,.GRAF ZEBPEL IN 
~ .8uedameri.k:afahrt 1936~ 

lJRUOKSA.CH E 
IMPRESS v 

Fli2htNo Fifth South America Fli2ht 1936 
532 Frankfurt/Main- Recife I 20:52 24th Jun, 07:35 28th Jun. 
535 Recife- Friedrichshafen I 09: 13 03 rd Jui, 19:3106th Jul. 

On Board mail 
to Brazil. 
Correctly 
franked at 1 .40 
RM (25pf. Card 
rate and 1.25 
RM zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Letter 
addressed to 
former Graf 
Zeppelin 127 
captain. 

Herrn Joh. Mi chaelis 
.aSSEL Bez . HAI&URG 

Al lamanha 

Flyin2 Time: Distance 
82.43 hrs/min 8850 km 
82.18 hrs/min 7802 km 

Postmarks Upper cover: 25 Jun. on board post. Lower cover : 2 Jul Rio de Janeiro, 7 Jui Assel. 
183.6 kg was picked up at Seville while 0.07kg mail was dropped. Mail was also exchanged at Seville on the return 
journey, with mail arrival at Frankfurt 7 hours ahead of Graf Zeppelin. 
206 kg of mail was dropped at Natal to connect with the Condor flight. 155kg mail, 381kg freight were carried on 
outward flight to Recife. 216kg mail, 73kg freight carried on return flight. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1936 6th & 7th Flights (Outward Legs) 

I :MIT:ZEPPE LI 
• EUROPA·SUDAMERI 

Liechtenstein to 
Brazil (Printed 
Matter); correctly 
franked at 2.20 Fr. 
(0.30Fr base rate, 
1. 7Fr zeppelin 
surcharge and 0.2Fr 
registration fee). 

Flight No 

"DLH Support Service Resumed" 

Fa. Hermann Stoltz & Co ., 
Pernambuco ;~ras il ienp 

~,,,.~~ E'~~-~ 
POST- l'xA~1E 

Mit Luftpost 
Par avion 

Con aeroplano 

;ft:,{-~-;,:~ 
//~ j'. ~ - U/ J(.;_ 

Ti-lesenber·g 
(Liechtenstein) 

Charge 
61h & 7th South America Flights 1936 Flying Time: 

537 Frankfurt/Main- Recife I 05:15 9th Jui, 06:27 12th Ju). 7 6. l 5hrs/min 
543 Friedrichshafen- Recife I 0 1:09 30th Jul, 04:03 2nd Aug. 78.56 hrs/min 
Postmarks Upper cover: 9 Jul on board post. Lower cover : 26 Jui Triesenberg 

On Board mail 
to Brazil. 
Correctly 
franked at 1.50 
RM (25pf. letter 
rate and 1.25 
RM zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Distance 
8250 km 
8210 km 

6th Flight: Mail drop added in Barcelona, flight delayed 11 hours in reaching Seville where mail was picked up. 
239kg mail ( 4 sacked) dropped at Natal before airship proceeded to Recife. 
7th Flight: Mail drop on outward flight at Montelimar, due to unrest in Seville. 465kg mail and 126kg freight taken 
directly to Recife for unloading for Condor connection. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 
"DLH Support Service Resumed" 

ma•i 

s n•ra 
Mara Hellma 

B r ll 

Ost rd ic1t 170. 
§t¥&¥f$1 

POR AVION 

On Board 
mail to Brazil. 
Correctly 
franked at 1.50 
RM (25pf. 
letter rate and 
1.25 RM 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Outward leg of 
9th Flight 1936 

"VIA 

C, ~'. 

u JfTSCHIF+ 
Ri>l'ZEPPEUN _ 

Fli2:ht No sth & 9th South America Flfahts 1936 
550 Recife -Frankfurt/Main I 11 :03 21 st Aug., 2:43 24th Aug. 
555 Frankfurt/Main - Recife I 18:02 9th Sept., 22:38 13th Sept. 

1936 8th & 9th Flights 

Flying Time: 
83 .40 hrs/min 
78.56 hrs/min 

Paraguay to 
Germany. 
Correctly franked 
at 118.5 peos for 
29g letter (2,5 
pesos letter rate 
and 4 pesos per 
gram-new 
Paraguay rate 
introduced in 1936. 
31 pesos franking 
on reverse. 

Return of 8th 

Flight 1936. 

Distance 
8354 km 
8210 km 

Postmarks Upper cover: 15 Aug Parguay Lower cover : 13 Sept on board mail 
8th Flight: Mail exchange occurred at Lisbon (4 sacks dropped), which arrived at Frankfurt 12hrs/7min ahead of the 
airship. 
9th Flight: Lisbon continued to replace Seville as the scheduled mail drop to connect with DLH. 214kg mail dropped. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1936 Tenth Flights (Both Legs) 

Brazil to 
Germany: 
correctly franked 
at 5$600 reis. 
(Combined base 
rate of 4$200 reis 
for letter and 
zeppelin 
surcharge, and 
1$400 reis 
registration fee). 

Fli2ht No 
559 
562 
Postmarks 

"DLH Support Service Resumed" 

] 'a. Hermann Stolt'.2. Ex: Co., 
J?ar ·,1am, ·;.,,." ·c·, ; 1B·'1~c;'"' "'L1 -: en , - '--' •'- . LJ V-V U ~-1 . ....,_ -.1. .p 

-~ ~~D! 
~ RA~Ja , 

.- .. -'-... 
,.,.,,,,,.. • 

. . : • . ~it 
:·or- •~·'- ,N 

~"" fl-~'.:s• 
cf"f'°' 

-\.~ 
~ 

Illmo.Snr. 
H.E.Sieger 

FRIEDRICHSHAFE."N' 

Allemanha 
::.: ~ \J -

Tenth South America Fli2ht 1936 Flyin2 Time: 
Friedrichshafen- Recife I 21:06 23rd Sept., 19:45 27th Sept. 94.29 hrs/min 
Recife- Friedrichshafen I 09:46 2nd Oct., 15:08 5th Oct. 77.22 hrs/min 
Upper cover: 25 Sept on board post, 28 Sept Pemambuco 
Lower cover: Ol51 Oct Districto Federal (Rio de Janeiro), 5 Oct Friedrichshafen 

On Board mail 
to Brazil. 
Correctly 
franked at 1.50 
RM (25pf. letter 
rate and 1.25 
RM zeppelin 
surcharge). 

V 

Distance 
8723 km 
7844 km 

353kg mail picked up at Lisbon on outward flight, with 222kg mail dropped at Natal enroute to Pernambuco. 
241kg ail was exchanged at Las Palmas(4 sacks) on the return flight, with mail arriving at Frankfurt 15 hours and 4 
minutes before arrival of the Grad Zeppelin 127 airship. 
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Section 5 1935-1937 DLH Support Service 1936 Eleventh Flight (Outward Leg) 
"DLH Support Service Resumed" 

If n 0orb., 16raf Jeppelin" 

England to 
Argentina; correct 
franking of 4 
shillings for 0.5oz 
letter. 

Rare item as no 
British mail recorded 
as carried on Graf 
Zeppelin on any 
1936 flights. • 

Flioht No 

Is, 

-. 
~.··•~.ff~~~·-

AIR MAIL 2M Mt4809 12/ 34 Ptd. in Eng. 

----
11 th South America Fli hts 1936 

..... .. 
563 Friedrichshafen- Recife 08: 12 10th Oct., 01: 00 11 th Oct. 
Postmark Upper co er: 10 Oct on board post, 11 Oct Pernambuco 

Lower co er: 12 Oct Buenos Aires (machine cancel 

- - - - · 

FI in Time: 
71.48 hrs/min 

On Board mail to 
Brazil. 
Correctly franked 
at 1.40 RM (1 Spf. 
card rate and 1.25 
RM zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Distance 
8030 km 

The exchange point for this flight remained at Las Palmas, where mail was delayed 16 hours and 44minutes waiting on 
the arrival of the airship. There was no mail drop at Natal, 303kg mail and 302 kg fright carried. 
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Section 5 1935-37 DLH Support Service 1936 12th & 13th Flights (Outward Legs) 
"DLH Support Service Resumed" 

ESCLUSTVAMENTE 
con "GRAF ZEPPELIN" 

On Board mail to 
Brazil; 
Over franked by 1 pf 
for convenience 
(l 5pf card rate and 
1.25 zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Flight to Brazil 
Final Flight 1936 

Fli2htNo 12th & 13th 

568 Friedrichshafen - Recife 
572 Friedrichshafen - Recife 

H. Stoltz & Co., 
IFE (Pernambuco) 
Bi e . 

1 •• 

South America Fli2hts 1936 
I 08:40 29th Oct., 16:12 01 st Nov. 
I 08:40 11 th Nov., 16:12 14th Nov, 

Registered mail from 
Somalia and Ethiopia,. 
This flight departed 

from Friedrichshafen 
with pick up at Marseille 
and Las Palinas. 
Cover was carried from 
Somalia to Milan (25 th 

Oct back stamp) then 
onward to Graf 127 . 

• Rare because of dual 
country franking and 
also rare origin, no mail 
from this location 
recorded for this flight. 

Flvin2 Time: Distance 
70.37 hrs/min 7989 km 
83.52 hrs/min 8660 km 

Postmarks Upper cover; 19 Oct Addisabe, 27 Oct Milan, 01 Nov Manha, Pemambuco 
Lower card: On Board 13 Nov, 14 Nov Pemambuco. 

Late mail was picked up at Bathurst for this flight with subsequent mail drops at Natal and Recife. 
70kg mail and 285kg freight on flight from Natal to Recife. 

127 



Section 5 1935-37 DLH Support Service 1937 Final Flights 
Final Two Graf Zeppelin 127 Flights to South America 

Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 was travelling over the Canary Islands on the last day of its 2nd 1937 flight, when news reached the 
airship that the Hindenburg had been destroyed on landing at Lakehurst. The airship never carried a paying customer again 
and was retired one month later. The Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 was scrapped in March 1940, when the aluminium was required 
as part of the war effort in Germany. Thus ended the spectacular career of the Graf Zeppelin 127, the most successful airship 
ever to fly . 

On Board mail; 
over franked by 

2pf for 
convemence 
(25pf cover rate 
and 1.25 RM 
zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Penultimate 
Flight to 
South 
America. 

~~ 

~~~~ 
~~ ~_//P-

~~;i:;u._ - " 

On Board mail; 
over franked by 
lpf for 
convenience (15pf 
card rate and 1.25 
RM zeppelin 
surcharge). 

Final Flight to 
South America. 

l /tRat .&u,,,,,v;w-

~ - ---- -----...-, 

Flight No First & Second 1937 South America Flights Flying Time: Distance 
581 Frankfurt/Main - Recife I 19:47 13th Apr., 20:1516th Apr. 83 .52 hrs/min 8660 km 
586 Frankfurt/Main - Recife I 19:00 27th Apr,. 09:24 30th Apr 79.05 hrs/min 8219 km 
Postmarks Upper Cover: 13 April On Board Mail, 17 Apr Pemambuco. 

Lower Cover: 27 April On Board Mail, 1 May Pemambuco. 
Penultimate Flight; 70kg mail, 285kg freight & 20 passengers carried. 
Final Flight; 225kg mail, 557kg freight & 19 passengers carried. 
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