
British & Irish Telegraph Stamp and Form Development - 1851 to 1901 - First 50 Years 
Exhibit Objective, Scope and Importance 

The objective of the exhibit is to show the development of the British & Irish telegraph stamps 
and forms from 1851 to 1901, starting with the railway companies, closely followed by the 
independent telegraph companies, which were purchased by the British Post Office in 1870. 
The post office issued adhesive stamps between 1876 and 1881 and thereafter continued its 
service using postage stamps and postal stationery forms. The speed of communication offered 
by the telegraph made it an extremely important milestone in connecting the world. 
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The rapid growth of the railways throughout the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
in the 1840's allowed the railway companies to be the first to adopt telegraphs as a form of 
communication. They erected telegraph poles to run alongside their railway lines, primarily 
for their own use but opened their service to the public in 1845 as they realised the potential 
for increasing profits. This service was then expanded by private telegraph companies, the 
first of these being The Electric Telegraph Company, established in June 1846. The directors 
and shareholders of the company were dominated by people involved in railway construction, 
and the company was the first to issue franked paper (1851), followed by a series of stamps 
for the payment of telegrams sent by the public. A number of other private companies 
followed, all of which were purchased by the British Post Office in 1870. RECEIVED the folio~ Message :-

Exhibit Plan From To ~ 

1. Private Telegraph Company stamps and forms: 1.1 South Eastern Railway Co., 
1.2 The Electric Telegraph Co., 1.3 The English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph 
Co., 1.4 The British Telegraph Co., 1.5 The Submarine Telegraph Co., 1.6 The 
British & Irish Magnetic Telegraph Co. Ltd., 1.7 London District Telegraph Co. 
Ltd., 1.8 Bonelli's Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1.9 The Universal Private Telegraph 
Co., 1.10 United Kingdom Telegraph Co. Ltd. 

Only two railway companies are known to have issued stamps for the payment of telegraph fees in the United Kingdom: 
The South Eastern Railway Company (S.E.R.) and The London Chatham and Dover Railway (L.C.D.R.). 
Above: South Eastern Railway Electric Telegraph from Folkestone to London, 3rd March 1858 using Form 21 la 
issued on 1st January 1856 , endorsed by Charles V. Walker (Engineer and Superintendent of Telegraphs), printed by 
McCorquodale and Co., London-Works, Newton. 

2. Transition to Post Office: Forms, cancels and postage stamps for payment. 
3. Post Office First Issue 1876: ld, 3d, 1/- and 5/- stamps. 
4. Post Office Second Issue 1877: 4d, 6d, 3/-, 10/-, £1 and £5 stamps. 
5. Transition away from "TELEGRAPH" stamps, expansion to military use. 
6. Telephone stamps - The beginning of the end. 

Independent Company Philatelic Rarity 
Exhibit follows rarity scale used by Peter Langmead a,id 
Alan Huggins (see ref 3 below). 
R5 - Only known in official collections 
R4 - probably less than ten copies exist 
R3- probably 10-50 copies exist 
R2 probably 50-100 copies exist 
Rl - over 100 copies exist 
Items with rating R4 & R5 are outlined in red box/red text. 

Bibliography 

Post Office Telegraph Stamp Rarity 
Rarity of Post Office Telegraph stamps is based 
on census compiled by Dr Ian Pinwill and Paul 
Ramsay (9874 stamps from multiple sources -
7778 used and 2096 mint - January 2024). 
Higher numbers indicate scarcer (1 is most 
common and 37 is most scarce). 37 possible 
values/plate numbers/ variations. 

www.gbtelegraphs.com 

1. Callan, B. (2021) The Stamps of the Electric Telegraph and Electric and International 
Telegraph Companies, The London Philatelist, Vol. 130, p 49-58. 

2. Callan, B. (2021) The British and Magnetic Telegraph and Associated Companies 1857-
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L.C.D.R, 

Right: The S.E.R. 
adhesive stamp, mint 
yellow 1868 unused 
control, 1 shilling with 
control number 53004 
and perf 12 x 12½. 
One of only five mint 
examples in private 
hands. 
R4 rating. 

S.E.R 

Above: The London Chatham and Dover Railway is the only other railway known to issue telegraph 
stamps in the United Kingdom (it operated in competition to S.E.R.). 
Imperforate 3d black on greyish white, without control number added, bearing the wording "Stamp for 
Telegraph Message accepted upon the Company' s conditions". Used examples are unknown and it may 
be that proofs were for future issue that never materialized. One of only two copies of 3d value known, 
bears the signature of J.S.Forbes who was General Manager ofL.C.D.R. in 1863. R4 rating. 
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Section 1.1 Private Telegraph Companies The South Eastern Railway Company 1855 

The railroad companies were the first to install the telegraphic innovations but the South Eastern Railway (S.E.R) Company only installed their telegraph in 1855. This railroad company had 73 stations, 285 miles of telegraph 
lines and l 083 miles of telegraph wires when the system was established in 1855. This had increased to 104 stations, 322 miles of telegraphic lines and 3083 miles of telegraphic wire in the 1865 network. The South Eastern 
Railway was the only railroad company to issue formal adhesive stamps known to be used for payment of telegraph tariffs. The first stamps were issued in 1860, printed in sheets of 12 or 24 by Charles Whiting, London. There 
were four values in first issue (yellow 1/- (one shilling), lilac 1/6 (one shil ling and six pence), brown 2/3 and green 2/9) with a further two values added in 1862 (red 9d and black 1/2). The initial SER telegraph tariff in 1855 
was 1/- per 20 words with 6d for each addition 10 words (or less). This changed in 1856 to 1/-for 20 words up to 25 miles and ls 6d for 25-50 miles. Messages sent on Sundays had an additional fee of 1/-. 

1862 perforated proof of 9d in 
red, without control no., perf 
12, with gum. 
This is the only example known 
in private hands, 
Rated R4 by Langmead, less 
than 10 copies existing, most 
contained in the Royal 
Philatelic Collection. 

Unused Control 
Stamp 
1862 Black 1/2, 
perf 12, control 
no. 2014. 
Rated R3 by 
Langmead, 
probably 1 0 to 50 
copies existing. 

Unused Control 
Stamp 
1860 Brown 2/3, 
perf 9, control no. 
1413. 
Rated R4 by 
Langmead, fewer 
than ten copies 
existing. 

Unused Control 
Stamp 
1868 Grey 1/6, 
perf 12 X 12½, 
control no. 19003. 
Rated R3 by 
Langmead, 
probably 10 to 50 
copies existing. 

Rare - Imperforate plate proofs of 
1860 stamps. 
1/- yellow, 1/6 lilac, 2/3 brown and 
2/9 green, all without control 
numbers. 1/- and 1/6 have large part 
of original gum, others without gum. 
Stamps from this first issue had perf. 
9 and are considered rare (all rated 
R4 by Langrnead). 

Unused Control Stamps: 
1860 Green 2/9, perf. 9, control no. 608 
& 688, with large part of original gum. 
Rated R4 by Langmead, fewer than ten 
copies existing. 
Discovery. 
Langmead reports control stamps from 
600 to 630, whereas second example has 
control no. 688. 
This was the only printing of this stamp. 

Unused Control Stamps: 
Pair of yellow 1868 1/-, with 
control numbers 54756/7, which 
are the highest numbers as yet 
recorded. There are only five 
mint ls known, with added 
rarity as the only multiple. Paper 
has cl ear watermark and 
perforations run to the edge, 
leaving the left side of the edge 
stamp imperforate. 

Rare Imperf orate 
plate proof of 
1862 stamp: ls 2d 
black, without 
control number. 
Rated R4 (less 
than 10 copies 
known). 
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Section 1.2 Private Telegraph Companies The Electric Telegraph Company Forms (1851) and Large Stamps (1854) 
The Electric Telegraph Company, established in 1846, was the first company to provide a public 
telegraph service. The company first produced stamped stationery with a franked form, issued in 
May 1851 for the London Exhibition held in Hyde Park. These were printed by Perkins, Bacon on 
hand wove paper, watermarked with the name of the company. Telegraph messages were limited to 
20 words for the standard tariff rates with additional words allowed at a cost of 3d per word. 
They also introduced large adhesive stamps in May /June 1954, also printed by Perkins, Bacon & 
Co., bearing the initials of JLR (John Lewis Ricaro - Company Chairman) and JSF (James Sealy 
Foudrinier - Company Secretary). These relatively large stamps measured 53 x 67mm and were 
printed by line-engraving in sheets of sixteen (4 x 4), printed with control numbers in the upper left 
hand comer of each stamp and with T.H. SANDERS paper watermark. Ten thousand of each of the 
ls, 2s and 2s 6d stamps were printed but only a few have survived. 

Si atll1r '1fSuula-. Si.!J,,ntw, o/'.ftn,ur. 

Large Adhesive stamps issued 1st June 1854 (with control numbers between 9780 and 10000). 
Um/er 50 mi.Jes (L'- (one sh;//ing), black on pale pink paper, control no. 9993). 
Um/er 100 miles (21- (two shi/l;ngs), black on blue paper, control no. 9987). 
Above 100 miles (51- (five shillings), black on white paper, control no. 9989). 
Original gum remaining on all three stamps. 
Lalfgmead reports tit at fewer than ten of each of tliese original sf amps exist (R4 rating). Sir E.D. 
Bacon stated 1hat some of the stamps of these first three issues are of greater rarity than British 
Guiana ·'circulars'' and the first issue of the Hawaiian Jskmds. 

216 Franked Message Paper wUh "Free Message Paper" instead of ''Franked Message Paper", for use beyond 50 miles but 
withh1 a circuit of JOO miles. This error sheet has control 1mmber 7588 at left above secreta,y's signature. The only other 
exa,nples in private hands are control no. 7666 (Dr. Jain Stel'enson Collection, sold to private bidder in Grosvenor Auction 
ll8, October 2017) and control no. 2824 which was reported by Sir Edward Denny Bacon in Post Office records and may 
still exist. Sir Edward Denny Bacon described these first message forms in 192 7 as "one the greatest philatelic rarities". Receipt for payment on delive,y oftelegrmn, overage of Is 6dpaid 
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Section 1.2 Private Telegraph Companies 
The Electric Telegraph Company - Large Stamps 1854 

Large Adhesive stamps re-issued August 1854 (Series 2) where the 
distances on these stamps were replaced almost immediately with the 
written monetary values. These stamps could only be used for transmission 
on company lines within Great Britain and Ireland but not to the Continent. 

\'~,. .. , .. -~--. ."' .... ~ -..- '_:._·_:_ / 

-=--"'" .. - - p,, "7"'·- •. 

II- black on huff paper, Plate proof {without control number) and 
plate 2, control no. 8746 from the first printing October 1857. 50,000 
stamps were printed up lo 1960 
Langmead reports tltat fewer than ten of eaclt of tlzese original 
stamps exist (R4) but s/,011/cl be RJ a:; tliere are at least 20 known 
copies have survive,L 

V- black 011 blue-green, control no. 76705 (overwritten cancelled in 
manuscript so possibly used but with a large part of original gum 
remaining), December 1858. This value had control numbers 10,001 
to 100,000 
La,igmead reports t/101 fewer tlzan ten of eacl, of these original 
stamps e:cist (R4). 

Sionatm-t of Suuhr. 

Stg,11,_fulJ!. ()f StndLr. 

May 1854 Complete Plate Proof Sheet. Langmead reports 
only two Plate Block sheets known, the other one being 
"quartered" Both for messages "above JOO miles ''. 

S(qMfun; 11fSbultr . 

S(!fnaiJ!" cfS,n.d,r. 

Sfgnaturr. o/Sr,nder. 



Section 1.2 Private Telegraph Companies The Electric Telegraph Company- Large Stamps 1856/ 1857 

.la 
THE y 
will 'l-i' 

tlte 
(11,11 

~ 
n.1-
10" 

,m: 

i,l 

,;d;J,lian,J. 

4/- black on white, firs/ printing, control no. 12216, April 1856, cancelled by 
"RECEIVED THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMP ANY" oval handstamp in red, 
possibly unique. 210,000 stamps were printed up to December 1860 with control 
numbers up to 100, 000 and an A series of A 7 0, 001 to A 100, 000 
4/- blackonwhite, secondprh1ting, control no. 2-1958, October 1856. 
Langmead reports that fewer tlta11 ten of eaclt of the..'ie original .!//tamps exist (R4). 

s ,,;p,11/JJ,r "f.'i,.ndcr. 

Plate Proof of 3d value introduced in July 1857. 70,000 stamps on yellow paper 
were delivered up to Decen1ber 1860. Only five used stamps of this value are known, 
two of which are in the Royal col/ectio11. 
Lang mead reports that fewer than ten of each of these original stamps exist (R4). 

Pcefu.~----

Station 
from 

,rhlohtl10 

Ill~ 

LEGRAPH COM.PA 

No.ofWoros~----
CJIARGES. 

I 
J!fflpl,ld I l'ald h<ll'6 

Stullon lr.> I by Sendor. bT Ilocel fJc. 
"hicl>thl? '.l'nuulmlalm, Tn.:l&:mlt!Jnr.Clo~s 

Fie. 

- in. 

l!t,..•:tge • l&tl1II O(ll!loai.. 81,;imttm1, ~ M 

1 
... ........ . _ _ v-u _ _ ,_,.,,.._:._ame. ___ , ~l!llge JI ,. .. .. .. 
miued. Fin. ,-

1-1------ -b.~ p ~! OrleT'llgt' ,. ,, ,. 11 

• Paid out .. .. ,, 

-= ToW 

Nrune f--~ ~ -l/-~W~"'....-,=_~~~ 
nnd 

Adllrc«. l _______ ....:_ __ _...[....('_.:=:!l,dli,,.IL.1.:!:..-1!' 

I 

_J 
-+ 

t-
l 

Form 203W· Transmission Form used 2 Dec 1868, Westminster to Lud/01,v. Letter press printed in 
red on white paper, plain on reverse, printed 2 May 185-1. First telegraph transmission form fasued by 
The Electric International Telegraph CompC111y, earliest recorded use is Ja,ruary 1862. 
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Section 1.2 Private Telegraph Companies -The Electric Telegraph Series 1 Directors RG/JSF 1861 & 1863 
The next issue of stamps was designed by Charles Henry Jeens and engraved and lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London (1861-1870), following a tender process for a more conventional 25mm x 32mm design requirement. 
The stamps bore the initials RG (Robert Grimston-Chairman from 1860) and JSF (JS. Foudrinier-Secretary from 1854). A total of ten values were issued from 1861 to 1863, each tinted a different color according to the values: 3d 
(ochre), 6d (scarlet), ls (orange), 1/6 (rose), 2/- (green), 2/6 (brown), 3/- (blue), 4/- (black), 5/- (purple) and 10/- (brown). All stamps can be found with perforations 12 and 12½, except 6d and 10/- which have perforation 12½ 
only. The 1/- orange stamp was also issued with an A series where the letter A is included in the control tablet as part of the design and this series are also only perforated at 12½. The 1/-, 1/6 and 2/- values of these stamps are also 
known unnumbered/unperforated and are reported to be proof samples by Langmead, whereas Lister and McDonald indicated these are likely to be remainders. 

3tl value 
Control 146485 
1863 Used 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R3 

116 (18d) 11alue 
Control 67806 
1861 Unused 
Perf 12 
Scarcity R3 

31- value 
Control 4491 
1861 Unused 
Perf 12 
Scarcity R2 

6dvalue 
Control 49842 
1863 Used 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R4 

116 (18d) value 
Control 118369 
1861 Used 
Per[ 12 
ScarcityR3 

31- value 
Control 62158 
1863 Used (Roches Point) 
Perf 12½ 
ScarcityR2 

11- value 
Plate Proof 
Unnumbered 
1861 
Imperforate 
Scarcity R4 

116 (18d) value 
Control 144717 
1863 Used 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R3 

41- value 
Control 104985 
1863 Used 
Perf 12½ 
ScarcityR2 

11- value 
Control 8242 
1861 unused 
Per[ 12 
Scarcity R1 

2/- value 
Plate Proof 
Unnumbered 
1861 
Imperforate 
ScarcityR4 

5/- value 
Control 14169 
1863 Used 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R3 

11- value 
Control 98547 
1861 Used 
Perf 12 Used 
Scarcity Rl 

21- value 
Control 131063 
1863 Used 
Perf12½ 
Scarcity R3 

10/- value 
Control 3989 
1863 Used 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R3 

II- value 
Control I 05698 
White tablet 
1863 Used 
Perf12½ 
ScarcityR2 

216 value 
Control 83 707 
1861 Used 
Perf 12 
Scarci~R3 

1861 RGIJSF ls and 2s Proofs, 
wmumbered and impe1f Proofs 
only known for 1 -, J8d and 21-
Rated La11gmead R4. 
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Section 1.2 Private Telegraph Companies 
The Electric Telegraph Series 1 Directors RG/JSF 

Block of 9 green 21- stamps, per/ 12, first 
;ssue 1861, with D;rector inUials RG,:JSF 

Right: Form 277W for forwarding messages. These forms are always 
scarce as they were usually destroyed as soon as the message was sent (for 
confidentiality). Langmead reports the existence of only six unused 277W 
forms from Bridport, all having a three shilling RG/JSF perf. 12 stamp, 
with low control numbers between 41 10 and 4498 
Th.e lower 277W form populated in 1863, franked with 3s, low control 
m,mber (4474) stamp butf01m was not apparently used as stamp is not 
cancelled 
Conditions on the back of the upper form, signed by Robert Stephenson, 
Chairman 1859). Lower form has conditions signed by Robert Grimston, 
Chairman 1860) 

1861 
(2i7 W.) 

(Forwurclcd Form). 

THE ELECTRIC & INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANV,_)~sng;,e.~ .. .. : ... ~ . ... :7!~~8~ta~t-io~.n l; 

- - (27t W.) 
(Forwarded Form.) No. of lfe•~oge ____ _ _ 

The El e~~ c and Internationa=l=T=e=l=e,;;;;gr=a~p~h~ C,,,;o,=m,;,;;;p;,,an~y~,:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;-''~---- ._r.iim--~·m S;;.,t,.;,;a,ti on., 

Prefix _... Code Time w mms TO nE} bfeasage ... ..... . 
SI GNALLED... _ __ _ 

Repeating ... .. . 

Reply ... ... ... .. . 

Porterage ... •·: 

ml Date 18 
Received 

Sent to Station, 
Finished 

To be paid out !i~g~jj~~~i~iiJ •• 
( D Q-M u ) CA:H Nmnbets must be written at length in words) 00£:;~?!1s~'.~~~~~} _ __ Total... ... ., • -

mf 
by me (}Zerk. 

( Address ) l'lease to send the following Uninsured Message according to the conditions endorsed hereon. 

( M M--P Q ) 

the $t!nd~r 
ortho"Mes-

~~-.C,R';!}} ----:;-;- --- ------- - ------------•-

&age. - ---::-- -----·-- --- --- - - --=-- . ----------- ~ 
TO 

- - -------

----- ---------- - - - - ---- ---- - --

Eefore signing, please to see th~t the} s i,;nature ___ _____________ __ Signature. 
amoUJlt to be charged for the messag~ 1s cor- Ad.fr:.!. or 

n,ctly entered above, and on the receipt, and sondor. '------------- ---- - - Address. 
read the endorsed conditions. . . . . _ 

The Companv will not be answerable for Errors cnused by rnd1stmct wri ting. 

eating ... ... .. . 

ly .. .. .. ... ... .. . 

terage ... .... . . 

e pa.iu out .. ,. 

Total ... ... 
==:::::::':::=============·' Q 0 

~ i-------------~ p.-, 

~ 
14----- ----- - - ~ 

~ .... 
~- - -------- -g 

c-,-

" >,; 

1--------------~ 
~ 
~ i------------- r11 

() 

l'--"'= :Jc::'.:><--~ .,.~ ~ =ca~ ~ 

~:;.Ud ◄ ~~-~ 
r-- ~ 

5· 
I fr. ...-------~- - - ~0 g-
f----- - - --~--- g. 

nd-itions endm·secl lbe1·eon; 
tation ef tlte Oompanv at 
1----to tl1,e above A ckl1-ess ; 
e I have deJJositecl - ----
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Section 1.2 Private Telegraph Companies - The Electric Telegraph Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864 
The 1864 change in Company Secretary resulted in a new set of stamps with the initials changed to RG 
and HW (Henry Weaver -Secretary from 1864). The 2/6, 4/-, 5/-, and 10/- values were not reissued. All 
values exist as perforation 12½ and I 0 (after 1866), except the 3s (blue) value which only exists as 
perforation I 0. Delivery form at this time also indicates that there was no porterage fee when the distance 
from the receiving office does not exceed half-a-mile. 

3dvalue 
Control 317686 
1864 Unused 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R1 

11- value 
Control 673418 
1864 Unused 
Per/ 12½ 
Scarcity R2 

116 value 
Control 448693 
18614Used 
Perf12½ 
Scarcity Rl 

3dvalue 
Control 242291 
1864 Used 
Per/12½ 
Scarcity R 1 

JI- value 
Control 724569 
1864 Unuse<l 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R2 

21- value 
Control 204160 
1843 Used 
Perf12½ 
Scarcity Rl 

6d value 
Control 127308 
1864 Used 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R1 

1/- value 
Control 342107 
1864 Used 
Perf 12½ 
Scarcity R2 

Right: Telegraph Receiving 
Form 204W, used 4Aug 1863 
from Liverpool to Dublin. 
Rare Irish receiving 
receiving cancel - College • 
Green Dublin, only Electric 
and International Telegraph 
Company receiving cancel 
known on telegram used in 
Ireland. 

Light grey cover used to 
deliver telegram. 

(204' W.) 

DcliTl·{E·tLECTRIC AND INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
INCOB.PORa'l'ED 18-1,0. 

Ce:i.tra.l Station, Founders' Court, Lothbury, Londou. 
l'ltINCll' AL COUNTRY STATIONS-

N.B.- You arerequeaW to.give nofeau 
gratuity t9 the Mewmg,r, and w psy 'Ill> 
t1harge1 beyt11!.d thOJ1aent!red ill tlliuhaot. 

AllElt.DEEN ............... .A.i f.he Rail.way Stalion.s. 
BA TH ........................ 11! Ohl Bond Streot..• 
llI&MINGlli.Y ......... ,empleJ3uildings, New Street. 
BRIGHTON .•............. Old Steine. 
BJUSTOL .................. dmnge Building,,. 
CAMBRIDGE ............ At lli• RaiJ,vayStatlon. 

{
5 Powell t'IIIC8, Docks, and near 

OARDIFD'.................. thl) Rai/Way Statio~ 
DE:$3Y ..................... At the Reil•,~, St.ru.ion. 
DUBLIN ......... -~·•······ No. Ji Co!lnge rean. 
DUNDEE ....•....•.. .. .... stom :aouse Jlnildin!,'11. 
EDINBURGH ............ 681'rinc•~ Slirest.. & Parliament 
F~OUTH .....•.......• l!llick Street.. [House. 
GL.UlGOW' ............... :.i. E:,:change. 
HU1J, ... . .. . . . .. . ... .. ....... Gato. 
LEEDS ..................... T'nr.kltow. 
LRI'l!R ················~··· 211 Bemard Street. 

{
35 Castle St.., 9 Exclumge13ldfr6,, 

:r;IVElRPOOL ............ J.2Wa.ter St.. &Li.me St.Station. 
, r n,C..,..,S"""ll ~ooio Buililings, Exchange, lllid ......... , ,UL, x~ ••••••••• I :Mosoler Street. 
:NEWCAS1'.L.E•ON·TYN • 18, Bandhlll. 
. { ll.aihvay Stal.ion, Dookl., and 

N~Wl'ORT •············1• South We.lea Railway .Stnlion. 
NOll.WlCR •.............. At.t.b.olloy-allTowl, Marke~Plucil. 
PlilUTn. ··•••• •••••·••••••••• A.t Lho nau,vay Slllti<ln. 
I'L\'MOUTH .. ........ .. l'l~outh Sidoofllailw&y Bnlge. 
POR'.l!S~IOU~'H ......... l.l! 'Ille Rnrtl, Port;;oa.. 
PR"ESTON ........ .......... ,U lhe l,W.lway Smliion. 
61:[EF~JELQ ............ New E:i.oh;i.nge. 
SOUTFLUIPTON ...... ,H lho Railway Stnlion. 
s'trNDERLA.ND ·••··•··· William Si.-ect. 
WAKEFIELD ............ A.t tho Com ExchAnge. 
W'i'a')-fopTii .......... .. l,uce's Royal;Rotcl. 
YORK ......... ....... ........ 17 :Mickleguto. 

.,. Charges to Pr,°L. 
,Message_. ••• ., / '"[' 
Porterage ... ,, ,. 

Cab Hire -4 

Total ... 

1,'he Jollowin9 Message forwarded from...:.• _ __::.._ .::...:...:c:..,--=-:......--- ... -' __ Station/ I 
1-.JI,L 186 
7 

and received at ______ __:c....:..:.:~-· S tatfon, 
F:ROM 

.' 
i 

I I 

TE·LEGRAPHIO DESPATCH. IMMEDIATE 
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Section 1.2 Private Telegraph Companies -Electric Telegraph Co. Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864 & 1866 

1864 Block of six 6d RG/HW 
stamps, Perf 12½, first issue 1864 

small 

3dvalue 
Control384856/384857 
1866 
Pe,f. 10 
Scarcity R2 

JI- value 
Control 150745/150746 
1866 
Perf. 10 
Scarcity Rl 

RG/HW, Director Message Stamp (stamps 
produced for use by Directors only) 
Control No. 1014 & 1015 
Scarcitv R3 

6dvalue 
Control 343903 
1866 
Petf. 10 
Scarcity R2 

21- value 
Contro/254686/254687 
1866 
Perf. 10 
Scarcity R2 

{204 W.) 
Delivery Form A 

THE ELECTRIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
INOOB.i'ORATED 18'11. 

TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
N.B.-You are requested to give no !ee or 

gratuity to tho Messenger, and to P&Y no 
charge beyond those ent ered in thisilheet. 

Charges to Pay. 

MeS$3.ge ... ,, 
Porterage .. . ,, 

" 
Cab Hire .. . 

" " 
Total .. . 

" 
,, 

Delivery Form 204W: This delivery form is the 26th issue of Form 204 W (Delivery form A). Form 
now indicates a network of 1000 telegraph offices and new Company Secretary H. Weaver. General 
Office is now at "Telegraph Street", London. This is a renaming of original address to reflect the 
impact this company h~s made. This Form also printed by Waterlow & Sons, London. 

1864 adhesive stamps printed by Waterlow bearing the initials RG/HW with perforation 15. However, Waterlow did not 
use this perforation before 1875 so this set likely to be produced as samples.Only set of such samples seen by the exhibitor 
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Section 1.2 Electric & International Telegraph Continental Service 
Continental Stamps 1861 

The Electric Company also operated a continental telegraph service and stamps for this service were also designed 
by C.H. Jeens and lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London. These stamps had the initials R.G. and J.S.F. and 
the year of issue. Only four values were printed, namely 3d, 18d, 4/- and 8/-. Of these four values, only the 3d and 
8/- values are known to exist, while the others are identified from Waterlow records. The 12 x 12½ 3d below has 
a blue-black vertical bar, control no. 1606, on wove paper. Lister reports that the vertical blue-black bar was to aid 
clerks in readily identifying the stamps rather than as a cancel. Langmead lists this 3d stamp as R5, only known in 
institutional collections and picture shown is one of only two copies in private hands. 

---

Four Shilling Die Proof in black on India paper, laid 
down 011 card, with additional tablets of 3d, 8s and 18d 
Rare item ex A.J. Lowe (1990) and S.J. Lawrie (2020) 
collections. 

Eight Shilling lmperjorate Plate 
Block Proof. without control 
m,mbers, only known example of 
multiples of this proof 

3d Electric Telegraph 
Continental Stamp, per/ 12 x 
121n, rated R5 by Lcmgmead, 
only h,own in i11stitu1;011al 
collections. One of only two 
copies known in private hands. 

(204 W.) 
Delivery F orm, B 

THE ELECTRIC AND lriTER~lATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
JNOO.RPO,ll,\.TEO !MO, 

N . .B.-Yon are requested to give no !aeor 
grabrlty to th11 Keuenger, and to pa,y DJl 
charges beyond those entered ill tll-iB sheet. 

I Oharges to Pa.1. 

Meesage 

P-0.rterage . , . 
" n 

THE El[CTAlC AND INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
INOORPORATED 1846, 

M E SSAGE S 
Aro IDI>a:mitt~ to and 1111m !Ill thoPrinclpJl} Tow-Jlllin GllJll'D Blll'l!..UH 

a.nd lltELA.ND, Bt & 

REDUCE D RA'rES, 
No Clulrgo .la m.-.de l'or Portcmge, when t.hii-Oistance doea 

not ei.cced Ha.lf-a-mil~. 
'rile Company h!!.! upwards of 1,0 00 Ste,tions 1n Grea.t 

IDHe.ln and Irel and, • 
In full operal.ion, tl:o "'hole of whlbil nm ia . 

D I RE C T CO M MU N IC AT ION 
WiU, t.ho Foreign 'l'elegn,.ph Syat;en,, ll'i<i I.heir Hague and 

AMSTE RDAM LINE, 
so U,at.;Mesaages can be rorw:irded lrom BDY ortheir Offie& In C.reatJ3ritalJI 

Qr {J,eland to all,)· Town on the 

CO NTINENT OF EUROPE 
.lt ,rhlch " Telegraph Station ,,. t1slttblilihed1 ai. Vilt,'. P.ec!uced RntCH; tho Cbnrges.on M~ to the _Continent being th3 same &om any or t!,e Oom1=rl• 

Pi'ovinc.i:ll St::Jorui. Flll"t.her paroculara may, be obtaioed at the Company's Offices. 

-,......, Qlic•, T,l,gra_pA Slr,.f,IAndms, J>.@.' AMgv1', 1887, H. 'WE.A VER, fT_,,_,_ 

No enquiry respecting this M~e can. be a~ l 
to without the production of this paper, J 

Please enter Tinle of Delivery, and 
Eight Shilling lmperforate 
Plate Block Proof, without 
control numbers, on white 
wove paper. 

Face of 204 W Delivery Fonn B - Received at London Telegraph Office 241 - July 1868. Issued at same time as Form A but for 
use primarily in London. Fonn also indicates network now at 1000 telegraph offices - New Company Secretary H. Weaver. 
Reverse- Received at High Holbom, London - August 1868 - no porterage fee. Clear receiving cancel for telegraph office 241 -
High Holborn. Top of Form lists significant London offices. New Form (August 1867) printed by Waterlow & Sons, London. 
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Section 1.3 Private Telegraph Companies The English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company 1851 

The Magnetic Telegraph Company was fotmded in 1851 and it changed its name the following year (under Royal charter) to "The English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company". Unlike its competitors, most of the 
early telegraphic lines of the company were underground, the first being a six wire line between Manchester and Liverpool. This company was also responsible for laying cables between Great Britain and Ireland, the first 
of these reing successfully laid in May 1853 by Newall & Co. This cable connected Portpatrick and Donaghadee. The company also had a close working relationship with the newly formed Meteorological Department, 
sending daily reports on the weather from Irish stations to london. The lines of this company were the only ones extended throughout Ireland. 
Key figures in the English and Magnetic Company were the Bright brothers, Charles and Edward, who took out a famous patent in 1852 with 24 different telegraphic inventions. 
The comJEny merged with the British Telegraph Company in 1857 and took on the name "British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company", the same year it released its stamps under the original company name. 

1857 English and Irish Telegraphic Company stamps, set of five values (pairs/singles), aU upper and lower margins tightly cut, control numbers handprinted in black. 

Remainders - unissued, without control numbers and tight vertical margins. 

r ~sr-~~11~n 
I 

Proof Stamps - without control numbers but with large margins 

Stamps which have no control 
number and tight margins are 
remainders . These remainders were 
unissued and for the most part 
destroyed when the Post Office took 
over responsibility for the telegraph 
service in 1870. 

Stamps with no control nwnber but 
with wide margins are reported 
(Hiscock, Lister and Langmead) to 
be proofs rather than remainders. 
However, Panting makes a good 
case that these also are remainders 
and he contends that the issued 
stamps were deliberately trimmed 
with no margin to fit into a dispenser 
of some sort .. He particularly draws 
attention to the lack of examples 
showing parts of stamps above or 
below the upper and lower margins, 
which would confirm the tight 
margins. He also notes that these 
"proofs" have gum which would not 
normally be the case. 

1857 stamps were issued in five denominations: 
1/-s (black), 1/6s (Mauve), 2/6s (Blue), 4/-s (Red) 
and 5/- s (green). Stamps were lithographed on 
white wove paper by Mawdesley & Co., 
Liverpool. Various shades are seen for each value, 
with all stamps derived from the same design, 
imperforate, and without watermarks. The values 
were inserted by hand, which gave rise to slight 
differences e.g. the "1" in the "ls 6d" value has an 
exaggerated serif and can be mistaken for a "7". 

The vertical spacing of the stamps in each sheet is 
very narrow and top and bottom margins are very 
small or absent. 

Each stamp bears the name of E (Edward) B 
(Brailsford) Bright, the Company Secretary and 
General Manager. 

Stamps were printed in sheets of 50 or 100. Those 
printed in sheets of 100 had actually two panes of 
50 with the lower sheet being inverted. This 
meant that the junction between the two sheets 
had two middle tete-beche rows ( one such pair is 
part of the Tapling Collection in the British 
Library, London). 
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Section 1.4/1.5 Private Telegraph Companies - The British Telegraph Company 1853 & The Submarine Telegraph Company 1850 

Section 1.4 The British Telegraph Company 
The British Telegraph Company began life as "The British Electric Telegraph Company" (incorporated 
1849) and changed name in 1853 by Royal Charter. The company acquired "The European & American 
Electric Printing Company" the following year "by an exchange of shares and a cash sum". The company 
was founded in order to connect Great Britain and Ireland by submarine cable and to implement the 
telegraphic inventions of Edward Highton, a telegraphic engineer with the London and North Western 
Railway Company. The company was also successful in laying a cable between Portpatrick and 
Donaghadee in 1854 and it had a hundred principal offices throughout Great Britain and Ireland, many of 
these shared with the Submarine Telegraph Company which did not have its own inland network. The 
British Telegraph Company was not operating at a profit when it merged with the English and Irish 
Magnetic but i1 did have exclusive rights to run its overhead cables along public roads in great Britain. 
The telegraph rates set by the British Telegraph Company were those agreed with the Electric Telegraph 
Company in August 1855: 
ls 6d for telegrams within a distance of 50 miles, 
2s Od for telegrams between 50 miles and 100 miles, 
3s Od for telegrams between 100 miles and 150 miles, 
4s Od for telegrams beyond 150 miles, 
5s Od for telegrams to Belfast and Dublin. 

The British Telegraph Company issued stamps in late 1855, reported at two values, the 2s and 4s, although 
the company's published rate within circuit of fifty miles indicated that a ls 6d stamp was also required. 
This value was unknown to Hiscock, Lister or Langmead but a single 18d (1 s 6d) stamp (black on green 
paper with control no. 4091) has recently surfaced at auction from Stephen Lawrie's collection. Stamps are 
printed on thick wove paper with Watermark "BRITISH TELEGRAPH COMPANY" and are titled 
FRANK STAMP 

Tire British Ttlegraph Company Stamps 1855: 
Mint 2s black on blue paper, thid: wove, control no. 3246, 

il,lr 

?JuJ,m,u<'f/l;' 
n,,,./ir'l'tf'dlr~,,,,,;,.,,,.11, 

(t. 'di{Jl.1 fq {!u. o.'/Jmy SU 

d:. 

Mint 4s black on yellow paper, control no. 8790 (large part of original gum). 
Lister reported that used copies lt'ere unknown and lists just five known mint examples of the 2s and 4s 
stamps (these included the 2s with control no. 325./ and the 4s with control no. 8798, both of which 
are part of the Royal Collection). Langmead notes just six mint examples known, including two pairs, 
but list does mt include those above. These stamps are rated R4 by Langrnead, probably less than ten 
copies existing. Seven copies of 2s and nine copies of 4s are now known (listed by Panting). 

Section 1.5 The Submarine Telegraph Company 
The "English Channel Submarine Telegraph Company" was founded in 1850, again by John Brett and his 
brother Jacob, and was renamed "The Submarine Telegraph Company" the following year. The initial objective 
was to lay and operate a submarine cable to France. This was successfully managed as the first ever ocean cable 
was laid from England to France in 1851, with lines to a number of other European countries following this 
success. The company operated very closely with the British Telegraph Company, the English and Irish 
Magnetic Company and their successor in 1857. 
The company had no inland service of its own and it retained its cables when the Post Office took over the other 
private companies in 1870. The company controlled nine cables at this time, with thirty five connectors and had 
an average transmission of 8,500 telegrams per day. The company had been granted a ten year monopoly in 
1849, later extended to forty years and this came to an end in 1889 when its Anglo-Continental cables were 
taken over by the British and French governments. 

The Submarine Telegraph Company rates were: 
4s for 20 word messages to Paris, 
3s 9d / 4s for 1 0 word messages to Denmark, 
7s 6d / 8s for 20 word messages to Denmark, 
5s for unspecified 20 word messages, 
4½d for additional words. 
The Submarine Telegraph Company stamps had five denominations and were designed and engraved by De La 
Rue in November 1861: 4½d, 3s 9d, 4s , 7s 6d and 8s. 

Langmead and Hiscock list the first four values as unknown (none surviving) with a single used copy of the 8s, 
cancelled by concentric rings, and part of the Royal Collection. The company had the distinction of being the 
only one required to over-print stamps because of a temporary shortage. This was the case initially for the 4s, 
followed by the 4½d values, both of which were overprinted on the 8s lilac stamps by De La Rue in 1881. 

Mint tempora,y 4½d stamp, 
overprinted on 8s stamp. 
Rated R5 by Langmead 
(known only in institutional 
collections). This is the only 
unused example of any value 
now in private hands. 

4s and 7s 6d Die Proofs in black. the latter on glazed card cut to shape and 
affrxed to buff card (45mm x 55mm). endorsed "De La Rue " in pencil below. 
Stamps carried the inscriptions "20 WORDS INCLUDING ADDRESSES" and 
"UNINSURED MESSAGE". 
Die proofs for all values from the De La Rue archives exist but in small numbers. 
(Less than 10 each). 
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Section 1.6 Private Telegraph Companies - The British and Irish Telegraph Company Ltd. 1857 

The English and Irish Telegraph Company ran into some difficulty with their underground network and 
they merged in 1857 with The British Telegraph Company (follllded in 1853), to form "The British and 
Irish Telegraph Company Ltd." The company had the longest widerground cable in the world at this 
time, the 670 miles from London to Dublin via Manchester, Liverpool, Carlisle and Belfast. The 
merger immediately gave the company more access to overhead routes and allowed it to develop its 
network by constructing lines along the main roads. The merger also gave direct access to the 
submarine cable that The British Telegraph Co. had laid from Donaghdee (Ireland) to Port Patrick 
(Scotland). The company was the only one to extend lines to the whole of Ireland resulting in 20% of 
its offices being located here. The new Company Secretary was Edward Brailford Bright, previous 
General Manager of the "The Engl i.sh & Irish Telegraph Company. 

Stamps of the British and Irish Magnetic were also lithographed by Mawdesley and Co., Liverpool, 
with some values printed on coloured paper stocks remaining from The British Telegraph Company, 
while otha-s used a paper watermarked with rows of five clenched hands grasping thwiderbolts. 

British and lrisll Magnetic stamps 185911860: 
THREE PENCE black on white, control no. 406349 , perf. 13, 
SIXPENCE black on pink, control no. 141449, perf. 13, 
ONE SHILLING black on lilac, control numbers/or pair 171926/ 7, perf 13, 
1 s 6d black on white, control no. 201739, pe,f 13, 
THREE SHILLINGS black on rose, control no. 61514, perf. 12. 
FOUR SHILLINGS black on green, control no. 238848, pe,f 13. 
FIVE SHILLINGS black on blue, control no. 106 I 3 5, perf I 2. 
All values rated R2 except Four and Five Shilling values which are rated R3. 

Reverse of Company Telegraph Form issued in May 1862, sent to Dublin on 30th April 1863. Reverse 
retains the "Magnetic Telegraphic" designation while face of form has full company name "British and 
Irish Telegraph Company Ltd." Reverse also lists principal offices in the United Kingdom (includes 52 in 
Ireland) arrl advertises direct connection to 3500 telegraph offices worldwide, with fee from any UK 
office. Reverse also advertises two submarine cables, each with six wires. 

•· d. 
Algar (Algiert} .. 1' 6 
!nt"erp . . . . . . . . 5 Q 
Barcelona . . . . . . 10 6 
Bt!J'lin ... . . .. . .• 11 0 
& rdttata . . . . • . II 3 
B1:eman . • .• . . . • 8 0 
llruuela . . . . . . . . 6 0 
Chemnlb .. ... . 10 0 

ELEG B. 

OPENING ::>l!' THE STATION IN TRE STRAI TS 0 -1" JOB.A.L. 

TIM Line bein1 now Ol)eo !r<nn Aloundria to the Striut.. of J ubal (a Ting trom thirt;y-.i:a: to tort.1 houn lu tha oom.mnntca!loo witb tu 
Kut,) Muso311 .. can now ha tn,umUtod from ADY ot tbla Co1n11&D,1'1 SL,tiOWI Ill tllo Unit.Id Kinadom to MlJ' pa.rt of lndl&, China., IUld A.nalnll.a, u4 
'"'-•a.at throu1h ralev. --- ------- - • 

MESSAGES TO AMERICA · 
lhy be forwarded.a\ Lhroucrh r&k!a to catch \II• malh calling at Qoee11J1town, Loodond.trry, m4 Galwa1, &nd cu b• ToJ-.rapha4 OA to Ii.ii 
d .. t1natfo111 from the find Port at •hlcb. the v_.,11 too.ah, on tho AmoriCAD lllilt. 

Fl1ll partiaular, lll&Y be obtained at tha Coml>alU''• O81.c,,a. 

LIVERPOOL, 
LONDON, 
JUNOHES'rJIR, 

--- --------
Th t W1roa of U1ll Oompany us led. mto the OORN ¥6 BJCE'l:8 at 

I LEEDS, I WAXllFIELJ:>, I :BIRXINGll.AK, u• 
llDINBlJRGl!I, ' KEWAJUt, NEWCASTLE. 

EDW A&D B. BRIGHT, 
tJueral 11au.,-. 
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Section 1.6 Private Telegraph Companies The British and Irish Telegraph Company Ltd. 1864 

Im perforate 
without a 

stamps 
control 

number are 
remainders, which 
should have been 
destroyed when the 
Post Office took over 
in 1870. These likely 
came from the printers 
and reflect the actual 
issues in circulation at 
the transfer to the Post 
Office. 

No remainders are known for 4s or 2s 6d which 
likely reflects that these issues were not in use 
at point where the company was nationalized. 

Telegram date: 10th June 1864 
Sending Station: Bagnalstown, Co. 
Carlow 
Receiving Office: Carlow Town 
Delivery Form with Serial No. 2 
(issued 1857) 
Deliver Fee from Carlow Office: nil 

Form indicates that British & Irish 
Magnetic Telegraph Co. Ltd. is 
operating in conjunction with the 
Submarine Telegraph Company and 
the London District Telegraph 
Company 

Reverse of 1864 British & Irish 
Telegraph Co. receipt for telegram 
sent from Waterford to Dublin on 
4th August 1864. 
Receipt reverse details company 
addresses and some of principal 
offices/stations at that time. 

Reverse also indicates company is 
"in exclusive connexion with the 
Submarine Telegraph Company." 

BRITISH & IRISH MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH CO. <LIMITED.) 
(l.N CONNHC'l'!Ol'I' WlTH '.l'BZ ~IN• c LC:IDON DlSTlUl.l'l' 'D.LB<n!.A.PB COH.PAN'l'..) . 

\};\:; \_ tJ 4 :t!ATION. 

\ 
ollowing\Me~\ge tbt_ ...L.~- --~ 

J"'' ) 

l'l'..B.-You ""' ..,. 
q~ d to ir!v•no fH 
r gr&tuity to the Moe­

t , lllld fo ll"Y uo 
.bqond thO# 

ed <111.thlll cheat. 

ges co F.7. 

AdMe~ ~ 1 • 1 ~-----~'-=-4-'\\~ <'~t.u.b Bir. _-_ ... 

·-~- --...!__~~--,,---~~3~ 
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Section 1.6 Private Telegraph Companies - The British and Irish Telegraph Company Ltd. 1868 

(OJ _...L!~:!:!:!~[_.__ _ _ l'l'A.TIOS, 

t ______ ,_ ____ --~---------''--

i Rtui,u_~---~.r.M4L-----------­
J. 

For Meu 

.,Lfl, .MtJMfJU l4Jtcn bu thif. Cimpa.n11 att ~a,,1,jfJd to ~/ol'fflintl Cflldttf®. -
In order t,o prol'i,li, e~i.nst misfukcs. tuul more effectually insure dellveey, eTflr'f Meanp of ~lieq11enoe ongli.t to 'II& 

~EATED1 h:, li~ing aent b:ick .from ~e st,11otion at whieh it is to be .-ived to the St&~on mnn whic1' it ls origin,ill.7 ..t:. 
Half the llil\ltll ,,rice for tT!lllsmi~io•~ '?11 be ohargoil in add:itic.u for repeating tile Mftl!'P. The ~p:m)' -will not lit­
i"UJH)tt-"11>1e for rni.stiuces in tbe:~nm1111s'.◄;u ,,f 11.Dl'q~e,;1 llfe&s:1,,"'1!11, from wbate9;cr Cll\11lle arwJ!$-. Nor m!l the Oamrian1 • 
,spmwole for .nistt<kes ia the tmnamiu.:ou, of a rer~at<>1I Mel!Sllo~, nor for d~y m thl! tnµwnuwon er <hllivflr'f, aor for ta. 
ooo-trar..sm\'lril)ll, or :ion-lleli"'ry, <,( nDy Mesuge \\lu~tber rP.peated or umepeated, to vq u:toDt above £5, 'IIDl,,u ll b& 
hmm>d at the l'ate of £1 per C9At. • • , 

Non"CE. - n is e~pr,..,,,i!y provizleil t.h.,t th, tio!Ppa11r m\nnot irianre or undertake any '!b1rility _,nib repri • like 
.--i•gjoo of lll<lll!ag• to the l"o> t,, e,1t of ltnroJ,.,, <ir- dPP.,,heM, beyond the eneut flll tbeu- owa U-

Receipt for telegram sent from Derry to Glasgow on 23rd July 1868. 
Company crest displayed on receipt plus details of insurance liabilities. 

TE LE GRAM--IM ME DIAT E . 
-ET(~~ I 

\ 

CHARGES TO PAV ~ 

Typical British & Irish telegram delivery envelope, used 
in [re/and. Envelope has company crest, with no 
delivery charges due for telegram it contained. 

Telegram sent from 
London to Dublin 
on 13th August 
1868, received at 
College Green 
telegraph office. 
Nothing on reverse 
of this early form, 
larger size than 
latter telegrams. 

Rare Irish 
receiving cancel -
College Green, 
Dublin, one of only 
2 receiving cancels 
known (both 
displayed in this 
exhibit, previous 
one for Electric 
Telegraph 
Company). 

Ref. Hans 
Berg dolt, 
Telegraphy in 
Ireland, Revealer, 
page 53 Spring 
2008. 

(2] 
BRITISH & IRJSH ·MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY, LIMITEIL 

m •,ul\l\UIO~ Wl'l'..ll lllE St:BM.i.lll'il'l ,un, L<JNDON DI ifR(Cl' Tl!:W$•.,KAl'll (J(})l l'.\lHSS. 

.{~ L~,-...,.,./°:-''C.-::,:::-:-'-------STATION. 
-,,L.J.,_ - - -

No equJry respecting this Message can be attended to nnless ma.de within rourteen tlays from the date 
of the Message. 

• 

~· '/7 \, 

' 
~,; ... It... f?~ 

cfo. ~ 
J' 

a 1 
... ~/4 v-/4d;;??~/ 4 ;! t ' 
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Section 1.7 Private Telegraph Companies - London District Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1859 

Section 1.7The London District Telegraph Company Ltd. 
The British and Irish Magnetic also had very close links with the London District Telegraph 
Company Ltd., which was founded in 1859, the same year that the British and Irish Magnetic 
moved its readquarters from Liverpool to London. The premises at Threadneedle Street also 
became the headquarters for the London District Telegraph Company and the Submarine Telegraph 
Company, and the three companies shared directors. The British and Irish Magnetic also took 
responsibly for installing lines and training staff of the London District Telegraph Company. In 
turn, the London District directed all their telegraph traffic outside London to the British and Irish 
Magnetic lines. The new company established a network of one hundred telegraph offices in 
London and as well as the collaboration with the British and Irish Magnetic, the company also 
accepted messages for the Submarine Telegraph Company. 
The primary aim of the London District company was to develop a cheaper and more efficient 
telegraph seIVice within the city and suburbs of London and to compete effectively with the 
Electric Telegraph Company. The delivery fees to any part of London and within five miles of 
Charing Cross were: 
4d not excreding 10 words, 
6d between 10 and 20 words, 
2d for evecy additional 10 words. 
This was revised upwards in October 1862: 
6d maximum of 16 words, 
9d maximum of20 words, 
9d message and reply (15 words each), 
3d for every additional ten words or fraction of that number. 
Names and ocldresses were not charged. 

The first stamps issued by the London District Telegraph Company were three values in 1862, 3d, 
4d and 6d . These were lithographed by Truscott & Son. 

-' 

London District Telegraph Company Stamps 1862 
3d on palt yellow paper, control no. Al 443, I 2½ perf. (This is the highest recorded 
control no. reported for this issue). 
4d on blue paper, control no. A2464, 12½ perf( 171is is the highest recorded control no. 
reportedfw this issue), Langmead R4 rating, less than ten stamps existing. 
6d on verniillion paper, control no. A21 l I, 12½ per/, (Highest control number reported 
by Langmead is A6272). 

The next London District Telegraph design was introduced in 1865 with 3d and 6d values. Stamps were 
signed by the Company Secretary and later Chairman, Samuel Gurney. Sanmel Gurney was also a director 
of the Submarine Telegraph Company and the Atlantic Telegraph Company. The initial issues of this new 
design had control numbers handwritten, with both such stamps rated R5 by Langmead ( only seen in 
institutional collections). These were followed by issues with control numbers printed in both large and 
small numbers. 

-·------------t. 

London District Telegraph Company Stamps 1865 
3d on yellow paper with control no. 4776 (large) and control no. 1588 (small), 
6d on dull rose paper with control no. 2167 (large) and control no. 3 7827 (small). 

District Telegraph Company Stamps 1865 
Rare large eight block, the numbering of which confirms that stamps were printed in rows of eight (based 
on sequence of control numbers). 
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• 
Section 1.8 Bonnelli's Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1861 3d, 6d, 9d & 1/- 1863 

Bonnelli's Electric Telegraph Co. Ltd. was established in 1861, with the objective of establishing the typo-electric telegraphy invented by Chevalier Gaetano Bonelli. However, there is little known about the activities of the 
company. It has been established that they did have a single line form Manchester to Liverpool and that they actually transmitted messages, but level of business was low. 
Four values of adhesive stamps were likely printed in 1863, lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London; 3d (yellow- green), 6d (grey), 9d (blue) and 1/- (orange). The 3d value was also printed in ochre and issued in booklet form. 
Issues contain black control numbers, perforation 12¾, on T. H. Sander watermarked paper. Stamps reported as being printed in sheets of 80 or 100, most likely 100 (see next section). The first five stamps in each row are repeated 
in the second half of each sheet, giving rise to repeated faults in every 5th stamp. Company bad a stock issue in 1864, which was unsuccessful and led to the company being sued and its assets been frozen by the courts. 

0 ... 
6d Plate Proof for First Printing 

• Three known imperforate examples 
6d Second Printing 

• Control No 15 
6d Third Printing 

• Control No 19051 
• No Control Number • Highest known No is 14387 • Highest known No is 19527 
• reported in literature and as plate proof 
• sideways partial watermark (I'.H Saunders) 

• Scratched Buckle Variety- present in 
column 5 and 10 

• Per/ 12. 75 
• No watermark 

• Per/12.75 
• Partial watermark 

9d Only Printing - Repeated faults 
• Control Number 133 and 3158 (highest recorded is 4781) 
• White spot between I and C of ELECTYRIC (columsn 3 & 8) 
• Per/ 12. 75 

9d Only Printing - Repeated fau/Js 
• Control Number 331 
• Broken "N " (column 1) 
• Pe1f 12. 75 

0 
6d Tliird Printing 

• Control No 18415 
• Scratched Buckle Variety 
• White dot over A of TELEGRAPH 
• Per/12. 75 
• No watermark 

3d O11/y Printing- Repeated faults 
• Control Number 8453 and 8508 (highest recorded is 8566) 
• White spot above T of TELEGRAPH (column 3 & 8) 
• Per/ 12.75 

11- Only Printing -Repeated faults 
• Control Number 3303 and 3728 
• Dot between ONE and SHILLING (column 3) 
• Per/12.75 

1/- Only Printing -Repeated faults 
• Control Number 3947 
• Dash above "L" of ELECTRIC 

(column 2) 

1/- O11ly Pri11ting - Repeated faults 
• Control Number 4189 (highest 

recorded is 4996) 
White spots above L of BONELLJ'S 
(column 4) 

3d Large Booklet Stamps: 3d stamps with brown 
control no.. published in booklets, the first ever of such 
booklets to be issued (predates the first postage related 
booklet by 28 years). Two types of bookle~ 7 pages of six 
stamps (3x2) or twelve stamps (3x4), Perf. 12.5, each 
page surrounded by selvedge. Cover 6f plain card, bound 

• Perf 12. 75 • Perf12.75 by sewing. 
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Section 1.9 Private Telegraph Companies - Universal Private Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1860 One Shilling (1/-) 1864/1865 

The Universal Private Telegraph Co. Ltd. was registered on 20th September 1860 and it had a more defined commercial focus, existing to provide a service between business establishments and private enterprises. The 
customers in this case rented the service from The Universal Private Telegraph Co., mainly in London, Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds and Newcastle. 
The company issued stamps in 1864, lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London (printed in Glasgow). While there are records of four values being printed (3d, 6d, 9d and 1/-), only two issues are actually known ( 1/- followed 
by 6d). The 1/- and 6d stamps were issued with six and five coloured control numbers respectively, but it is not known if there was any significance in the different colours (considered too common to be trial issues). 
No used stamps are known, possibly company was more successful at destroying used telegraph forms than its competitors. 

The original die that was engraved by Waterlow & Sons had a transfer block of five stamps that was used to produce a sheet of 100 stamps. This gave rise to a number of varieties, which are repeated on every fifth stamp, or 
every fifth column. These repeated varieties are each described and shown below. 

Control No 9101 
Column 1 & 6 
Mark at bottom left "N " of "ONE" 

3991 & 3996 on strip. 

Black 
17 Sheets 

Repeat Varieties 

Control No 9102 
Column 2 & 7 
Long left tail on "P" of "Private '' 

3992 &9997 on strip 

Control No 9103 
Column] & 8 
Scratch to left of tablet with 
control number 

3993 & 9998 on strip 

Yellow 
14 Sheets 

Control No 9104 
Column 4 & 9 
Line through frame below "a" 
of "Telegraph " 

3994 & 3999 on strip 

Lilac 
5 Sheets 

tamps printed in sheets off 100 

~

JOxJO), with "Waterlow & Sons, 
and.on" imprint at bottom of sheet, 
elow columns 5 & 6. 

Left: Lower row of sheet printed 
ith control numbers 3901 to 4000, 
ith control numbers in red. 

Control No 9105 
Column 5 & JO 
Outer frame of control table broken 
below "N " of "ONE" 

3995 & 4000 on strip 

Brown 
9 Sheets Six Control No 

Colours. 
Number of sheets 
printed 
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Section 1.9 Private Telegraph Companies - Universal Private Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1860 One Shilling (1/-) 1864/1865 

Control No 9111 
Position 11 on sheet 
Damage to second ""L" of 
"SHILLING" 

Control No 9178 
Control No 6978 (below) 
Position 78 on sheet 
Large inner frame break by 
the "h" of "Telegraph " 

Random faults across each sheet 

Control No 9130 
Position 30 on sheet 

Control No 9136 
Position 36 on sheet 

Malformed bottom left leg in "h" 
of "Telegraph" 

Top right of "N" in "ONE" is 
broken 

Control No 9179 
Control No 6979 (below) 
Position 79 on sheet 
Large frame break by the "l" 
of "Telegraph " 

Control No 9180 
Control No 6980 (below) 
Position 80 on sheet 
Smaller . ower frame break 
above the "8" in the top right 
corner 

Left:Strip of position 78 to 80, variety described 
above, with green control numbers. Note much 
paler shade of lilac on this sheet .. 

Control No 9141 
Position 41 on sheet 
Long broken scratch from top 
right corner down through 
"N" of "ONE". 

Control No 3996 
Position 96 on sheet 
Mark by the "8" in top right 
corner 

Stamp displayed on previous 
page as part of lower strip of 
l0stamps 

Control No 9149 
Position 49 on sheet 
Extensive frame brake at the 
top of the stamp 

Control No 3997 
Position 97 on sheet 
Mark below "C" of "Company" 
Mark above "e" in "Private " 
Mark above "g" in "Telegraph" 

Stamp displayed on previous page as 
part of lower strip of 10 stamps 
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Section 1.9 Private Telegraph Companies - Universal Private Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1860 One Shilling (1/-) 1964 

Full sheet of 100 stamps, red 
control No 5001 to 5100 ( first 70 
stamps shown here, remaining 30 
folded over) 
Langmead estimates the number of 
sheets printed of each control No 
colour (see previous page) while 
Panting indicates the likelihood of 
100 sheets of each colour being 
printed, with remainders destroyed 
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Section 1.9 Private Telegraph Companies - Universal Private Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1860 One Shilling (1/-) 

. . . . 

1964 

Left: Block of 60 11- stamps, 
yellow control No 1001 to 1060. 
Partial Inverted watermark 
"TH Saunders" shown above. 

Above: Corner block of four 
from lower right hand of sheet, 
with green control numbers and 
where the sheet is a much lighter 
shade of lilac. 
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Section 1.9 Private Telegraph Companies - Universal Private Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1860 

. , 

Block of 40 6d stamps, with blue control numbers and first 8 columns of the 
full sheet. 
Like the 1/- sheet (and also the Bonelli sheets), the original 6d sheet engraved by Waterlow & 
Sons had a transfer block of five stamps, leading to a repeat of varities every fifth stamp or 
column. The 6d stamp was created by removing 1/- centre and replacing with the 6d centre. 
The difficulty in this process was getting the values central and each of the five positions in the 
transfer block are slightly misplaced in some direction. This is probably the reason for the 
replacement of "n" for "h" in "Telegraph", the most significant variety, seen in columns 1 and 
6. Steve Panting suggests this occurred because of excessive removal of the old 1/- centre. The 
variation can also be clearly seen by looking at the distance to the top of the "T" of "Telegraph" 
and its distance to the inner frame. 
Left: Two further examples of this variety from column 1 are shown with green control 
nwnbers 

6d 1964 

Repeated varieties every fifth column 

Column I & 6: 
" n 

,, 
instead of "h,, in 

"Telegraph". 
More central alignment of 
"T" in "Telegraph" see 
column 2. 

Column2& 7: 
Mark on "n ,, of 
"Universal". 
"T" much closer to inner 

frame than in column 1. 

Column3 & 8: 
Scratched "I" in "SIX". 
Dot before and line under 
"U" of" Universal ". 

Column 4 (& 9 on 
next page): 
"y" of "Company" 
broken . 
Broken serif of "1 " 
in top left corner. 

Column 5 (& JO on 
next page): 
Bulge in thick frame 
above "ra " in 
"Telegraph". 
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Section 1.9 Private Telegraph Companies - Universal Private Telegraph Co. 

6d Random varieties across 
every sheet 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 
41 42 3 44 45 46 47 

Stamp positions from 
block on previous page 

27 2 29 30 
37 38 39 40 
47 48 49 50 
57 58 59 60 
67 68 69 70 
77 78 79 80 
87 88 89 90 
97 98 99 100 

Right: Block 
Stamp positions 

8 
18 
28 
38 
48 

Position 44 
Lilac Control No. 

Position 54 

Position 5:: 
Break in frame below "v" 
of "Private" 

Position 7:: 
Blob under "N" of "PENCE" 

Position 21:: 
Legs joined on bottom of "n" 
of "Universal" 

Position 26:: 

White marks/streaks on 
top left side of stamp. 

Position 54:: 
Diagonal stroke of "4" is broken 
in bottom right hand corner. 

Position 77:: 
Break in frame above "g" 
in "Telegraph". 

Positions 59,69, 79,89 & 99: 
Additional mark/spot on the 
second "e" of "Telegraph". 
Consistent flaw on lower five 
rows column 9 .. 
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Section 1.10 Private Telegraph Companies - United Kingdom ElectricTelegrapb Co. Ltd. 1860 

The United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Co. Ltd. was established in July 1860 with the primary objective of offering a single low uniform rate of charging, along the same lines as the Penny Post. This rate started at 
1/-s for 20 words regardless of the distance the telegram was communicated. The aggressive pricing strategy forced a price war with the other companies and the new company had to abandon the 1/-s rate in 1865 and 
revise its rates to be competitive with the other companies. This was because the company only had 305 miles of lines (16 stations) and the older establish companies reduced their rates at the locations served by The 
United ~dom Electrical Co. Ltd. The new rate introduced by the company in 1865 was: 

1/-s up b 100 miles 
l/6s 100-200 miles 
2/-s beyond 200 miles 

United ~dom Electric stamps were designed and recess printed by De La Rue and comb perforated at Somerset House. The first issue was in December 1861, in a vertical format, perf. 15 x 15½, with three values: 3d, 
6d and l/-s. The initial 1861 i.$ue was without control numbers. 
Die proofs from the De La Rue archives are known for all three values. 

United Ki,gdom Telegraph Co. 6d 
vertical fCTmat die proof in black, 
cut to sizr and mounted 011 card, 
endorsed • De La Rue " in pencil on 
lower righf side. 

United Kingdom Telegraph Co.1861 
3d brown-ochre, perf. 15 x 15 ½, 
6d rose, perf. perf. 15 x 151/2, 
1/-s lilac on blued paper, perf. perf. 15 x 15½, 
All three stamps, without control numbers, rated R4 by 
Langmead, less than 10 copies of each existing. 

United Kingdom 
Telegraph Co. 1/-s 
vertical issue on white 
paper, rated R3 by 
Langmead, "10 to 50 
copies existing). 

United Kingdom Telegraph Co.1861 
6d rose, perf. perf. 15 x 15½, 
1/-s iliac on blued paper, perf. perf. 15 x 15½, 
Both stamps, with control numbers, rated R4 by 
Langmead, less than I O copies of each existing. 

The initial charge set by the United Kingdom Telegraph Co. was too low and had to be adjusted upwards, resulting in rates being set at two thirds those of its competitors. At the time of purchase by the Post Office, this was 
the second largest domestic inlaid telegraph company, second only to the Electric Telegraph Company. 
The next issue of stamps was in a horizonal fonnat, initially for 6d and 1 s/-s values ( 1864) , followed by 3d, 1 s 6d and 2/-s values ( 1865). 

United Kingdom Telegraph Co. 1864 
3d ( orange-yellow), Control numbers in 
small black print (3.5 mm), perf. 15 -
15 ½, no watennark. 

United Kingdom Telegraph Co. 1865 
3d (orange-yellow), 6d (rose), ls 6d (green) and 2/-s (brown) stamps. Control 
numbers in large black print (4.0 mm), perf. 15 - 15½, no watermark. 

United Kingdom Telegraph Co.1865 
Stamps with INT(interest) overprint were issued to 
shareholders in lieu of a cash dividend, when the 
company was facing financial difficulties. 
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Section 1.10 Private Telegraph Companies - United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1860 

,// Jnn a. 

'#:Jn~ 

a41 a 0t • 
/f-fJ~ ~ 

20 MAY 74 Left: De La Rue appendix page headed "Colours used by Officina", with imperforate UK Electric 
Telegraph Co. "THREE PENCE'1 colour trials in 13 different colours in horizontal format, all 
apparently supplied by De La Rue to the Italian printing works in Turin, including inks used in the 
Italy 1863-65 set of nine values and the 1867 20c stamps; four other trials include inks used for the 
Great Britain 1855-56 Id receipt stamps and the India 1865-78 4a stamps. The cost of the ink per 
pound is written alongside each of the colour trials. Appendix sheet dated 20 MAY 74. 
This is a unique De La Rue archival page. 

t 9 0C1 77 

United Kingdom Telegraph Co. THREE PENCE horizontal fom1at. Two 
imperforate examples in blue and greenish-grey, fixed to card for use as 
colour samples of doubly fugitive inks by William Cousins of the Inland 
Revenue, dated "29 OCT 77", cancelled with a manuscript cross. Colours 
listed as "Aniline & Azuline'· for the blue and "4cts Ceylon Post Reduced" 
for the greenish-grey. Item dated 29 OCT 77. 
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Section 1.10 United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Co. Ltd. 1860 

r~ d] THE UNITED RINGUOi ELEUTF.HJ 11L~GfJ.FH COfu7P!r1Y, LiifilTED. 
P.romoters of the Uniform Shilling O.harf_;e for Telegrams, irrespective of Distance, 

CHIEF STATIONS NOW OPEN. 
LONDON.-200, ~Sti'e(ltff&mple i!-.r). DnJSTOL,-.:8, Co.-.1 Stt.,ll!. Y.AZ~CH:EST£R.-l.i.. C,oop<>r St1•,.,,t-

,. <h-e'lllamHon~e,lOfl.Blllho~~tu CA.Rt.11.l"E.-l, JtuneS Sll'eet, l>Mkl!, ,. Ba,,1;,~tr;,et.~t-A.un',Sq. 
Street El1tranr,e, DUNDEE. (Oonwite p__rlncipal entr.u.c: ... UQ•:.l B"cl•t~f-} 

7
1 

Millcing Ll!lll>, n.nd ll', Fen_. EDlNBUltGH.-11 ,q1111.cmir Str~t. fnt,VC,;\STLE-ON-TYl>~Frwce'&BuiJd-
chlll'Ch Stcue,. J!,X;,'l'Bll. in~, Queen S!l\•e.,t. 

St<1t:k Excliw:,ge, llercn!.,, P1111- GLA.S00W.-l!, E1t-cb.w1ge ~qm,"'"' NBWPUR'l'.-16,-Dook Stt-eet. 
" 

l!!>ge, Olli Br•,111! ;,tNiet. Gl..O UCElSTER --Cumro.'l'eial l-:Oad. ~ 17%, Comm1.:.1•cial St1-t. 
20, Cocl<spur Skeet, Cllurlng H.ALU'.\.X.-J.l, l'rllice,, Stti;.,.. NOT'l'fNGllA.M.-1, Cartton l>ur..et. 

" Cro86 (Wa~loo L'lwnhen). 11 \.R.11'1.2.POOI"'> 0~:,sQ an<l Weot). PLYMOU'fH. 
40, !he~htmi Strq~ (oppooiiG li!H,L.--52, Lcwt.r.•fo. ROCHOl,LE.--S, Yarksb:i:re Sa-ect, 

11 Mi.tk Si.reei), LE.EDS.-11, P..:-k >t,;w. SREFFIBLD.-66, l'ligh S,r~et. 
" 66, High Holooro. LE'lCE:iTE,R..-2, !ioH Str~; St. !-Titrr.ins. SITThlLDS (Noi,rh :rod Sontb) 
., 64, :New- Bond Street. LEI'l'll.-Ex-,haul\a ilttil<lu,g,.'.. SUt.DERLA..l'lll.- 1:;,,stc C:rv-"" !St,.eet. , 

BffiMlNGllA.M.-112, Ne"' ~!. f!IU'IWC< Buitdit1g1< lC l:\a~mem), W,\I{Elr1ELD.-Vl<l Corn "&xcll111,~e. 
ABER.DEEN. LIVER!'Ot,) J,,-Live,'()Ool iw<i Lon.Jbl.t Jn- SW ANSF.A.-SomN'><et Place, A,lelaido St. I 
BltADFO.RD.-li~ Jlt14-½e\ S kt. n {tJ, Lime 5tl'ooi. WOLV b"RllAI\!Il-"fUN.-67. Que.m S~e~t. 

26 Oct 1865 used United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Co. Ltd. Telegram 
delivery form - shows 14 chief telegraph stations across Great Britain. 

Left: De La Rue appendix page A ( circa 1878) Fugitive inks test sheet- tested oxalic acid and benzene 
Rare original De La Rue document comparing the effectiveness of "singly fugitive" and "doubly fugitive" 
inks when subjected to attempted cancellation removal. 

Top three rows - Stamps printed in singly fugitive inks 
Bottom three rows - Stamps printed in doubly fugitive inks 
First Column - Stamps left intact (untreated) 
Second Column - Stamps obliterated by printing when treated with benzene 
numeral inscribed. 
Third Column - Stamps obliterated by writing and then treated with oxalic acid. 

Bottom two rows - United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Co, colour trial stamps 

experimental "BO I" 

....---,.. 
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Section 2 TelegraphTransition to Post Office Transmission Payment using adhesive Postage Stamps 1868 -1874 

Acts of Parliament in 1868 and 1869 gave the 
Postmaster General the power to acquire all of the 
existing telegraph companies and in effect create a 
monopoly controlled by the government and managed 
by the Post Office. There were a number of reasons 
for this move: 

1. Low overall telegraphic coverage in many 
parts of Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

2. Variation in rates between different 
companies, which resulted in multiple 
complaints. 

3. Government realization of the strategic 
nature of this service and following on 
from similar direction across Europe. 

The Post Office completed the purchase and transfer 
of properties by 5th February 1870. This included 
1000 postal telegraph offices and 1800 railway 
telegraph offices, with all of the private companies 
receiving compensation depending on their size. 
The Post Office then introduced a uniform rate of one 
shilling for 20 words for inland telegrams, using either 
plain forms (Form A) to which adhesive postage 
stamps were attached or embossed one shilling postal 
stationery forms. They also immediately began 
extending the telegraph office network from outlying 
railway stations to town centres. 

Hand stamps used by the Electric Telegraph 
Company and Submarine Telegraph Company 
continued to be used by the Post Office while 
reolacements were oreoared. 

A.. POST O F FICE TELEGRAPHS. 
The Biank spa-0es below are fo~·uso by the Officers of the Post Office only, 11.11d the .l:'\tblio iireretp1ested not to writii in or over them. 

Words to be signalled. CHARGE. 
Prefix: .... . . . . . . -------------,1 s. d. N1.unber . .. ..... , .. .. ... . --
Code 'l'iwe . . . . .. 1 

In Address (Frne) .. . .. 
In '.i.'elel-{:\'MTI (Charged) 

'releg:ra,m . . . .. . 
Repeating . . . . . HOW PAID. I 

Received at . ... . Jn Instructjons . . . . . . . Reply ..... .. . . 
s. d. 

Sent at .. .. ... . . 
Extra Copjcs . . . 
Porf.erago .. ... . 

InStamp.ll . .. . . 

In Money . ... . 
To __ -'------­

Byme 'l'otal . . . ... j 

Sf)ecial Charges. 

Total . ... . . 1- 1 Total . .. .. . 

► 

~ 
(I) 
m 
ID 

'rhe charges for tta.oSJnjsston, porterage, &o., 
ro:e, as fax as is possible, to be paid by 
Postage Stamps affixed in this space. 

l!!j---------------
>1 ~ I f t1,e Telegram is to be delivered by special means, g such 11s horse express or cab, or if it is to be se11t 
• beyond the (ree deli very a'tld is not to go by special 

menos, hut may be detained till nerl del,ivery by 
P ost, the form of• request =:lt the back mu!lt be 

i k ~ 1:--"-L...4/~----~- - I ~~ l:~~----~ - 1 ~ 172::PO&~~e :---"'~~ 

flll~l up aceordingly. 

20 l/- , ,-~ l ~ ~ , !~~ 
~~ '1 2 ~ ~ ----~~ ~ ~ 
~ k-____ ll~ 11 ~ -,,.__ 11 ~ --

25 1/3 V 
30 1/6 l-----:~_-_ I l__ -, :--- --

40 

45 

50 

I-_-____ I I _ ___ I 

_________ ! '----- -~·.-----~-

__ , I 

1/9 

2/-

2/3 

2/6 I I 
Wbeu the 111el!l!nge is iit c.,;.ce.'!11 or fifty word11, the udditiooa1 words moy be written oo ordinary pn.per, atta.ched to the l'iresaage form by pin, or wnfor, or gum. 

Telegram to be sent from Dublin to Limerick on 5th May 1871 (rare as such forms were normally destroyed for confidentiality reasons) . 
Form A issued in October 1869 (6 million printed) - Tariff to be paid in postage stamps affixed at top right or on reverse of form. Reverse of form 
outlines the new uniform rate for inland telegrams: 1/- for 20 words and 3d for each additional 5 words (or part of). The address was not charged 
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Section 2 Telegraph Transition to Post Office Transmission Payment using Pre Paid Forms 1869 -1874 

The Al Transmission Form was also issued as a pre­
paid version (green 1/- indicium). Upper form, marked 
specimen, was printed on 22 Nov 1869, and was part 
of a booklet version of 20 forms. Lower form, printed 
15 Dec 1869, was a single format form. 

A.1. POST O FFICE TELEGRAPHS. 
The Blank spaces below are for use hy the 0.!!_lcers of llle Post Office only, and th~ Puhlic iire rcquc.;;ted not to write in or o~cr them. 

Prefi x: ..... .. ..... _ Words to he signnlletl OHARGE:. ,,. j Numb-or_ •••• •• •• P. ·A····I·D ............ . 
Colle Time ln A.,Jdress (Free) .. .. . . / 'Ielcgr-am ...... . .. 1 

Tn"'11o.Ina:nQ..I..-. / f-g, ___ _.. . ..l "-

A. 1. POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 
"l'he .Bbnk spaces \lelow 1n-o for use by the 0 1:li.eers of lhe Post Olliee only, and the Public are r equested not. 10 wri to in or o~he111. 

CHARGE. 
Prefix: .. ......... . 

.Code Time ..... . 

Words to be signalled 
1-----

In Addrnss (Free) .... . . , 
In Telegmm (Ohm·gcd) 

T elegram . ....... . 
Repeating .. .... . 

s. o. 
Number ... .... . .................. . 

HOW PAID. 
Received at ..... . 

Rent at 

In Instructions .. ..... .. Repiy ............ . 
Ex:trn Copies .. . 

s. d. 

Tu. Stamps ...... . 

Porterage ..... . .. . In M oney .... .... . 
To __________ _ 

• • • ••• • • •••••• • ... • • • • •••• • ... ____ 1 Special Charges 

By me ________ _ Total.. ....... Total ... .. . Total ....... . . 

CoDn ter Clerk to sigu here. 
FOR INLAND TELEGRAMS ONLY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . ... . . . . .. .. 

• Name :llld Au- } ~07}'/, i dress of the ----------------------------------------'--11,.,. 

~ Sender of tbe 5: 
~ Telegram. ----------------------- --------------•~ 
~~~~1 ~ f~=~ ~ m "d Person to u (j l"D 

The extra charges for transmission, portemae 
&c., are, n.s far as is possible, to be pru.d by 
P ostage SL11mp3 nffixcd in this space. 

re wbom the I _________________________ __:, _ _ ____________ _J ~ 

~ T1c,Jegramisto J ~ 8' ff the Telegram i.; to be dtlivered by spt>cinl means, 
be dclh-ured. ---------:------------- ----------------- - -1 ~ such as J1orse express or cab, or irit is to b& s~nt 

In each of the sp11ces below, one worcl only 11houlu be writleu. The fo•st fh-c word:1 of' the Messa(Te !lhou1d be written 111 the lh-e beyond lhe frce delivery·and is not to go by special 
spaces into which the first lino is dividcJ; the second five words in the spaces ou the s~cond line and so on. Numbei·s means, but may be cfotaiucd till next delivery by 
must be w1·i11cn in words. It is particularly requei!ted that the Mess,iges mn.y be written distinctly. ' ~:, u::c:'o:in~/equest 

01 th
e back must be 

t r I 
5 1:•----- -------- ---------'-----------1--- --- ---- -l----------

25 1p I I 
so 1~ I 
35 

40 

1/9 

2/-

45 2/3 

5012/6 

I 

-------------' 

WbeQ the Message is in excess of fifty words, the additional words may be written on ordinary paper, attached to tlle ::\Icssage fol\lll by pin, or wafer, or gum 

t: 
p. 

H---'-_.;. _ _ ,~ 

CII 
l"D 

- 1-:1!1 
~ 

- ~ 
ten in the fil·e 
on. NumlJc1·s 

T ue extra clinrges for transmission porternae 
e. fi . ' o , 

L\° C., nrc, 11s nr as 1s po:ssiole, to be pnid by 
Postage Stnmps nffi.xed in this space. 

fi" fr the Tclegmm j 5 to be tldiveretl by special means . 
such as horse exprc.ss or cab, or if it is to be sent 
heJond 1he free d~Jiveryund is not to go by sp<>ciol 
~ cans, but may b~ ddaiaetl till next defrrery bs 
l ost .. the tbrm of TC(lliest nt the back must be 
fillecl np nc.cordingl,r. 

chcd to tlle Message form by pin, or wafer, or gum. 

Reverse of form outlines the new uniform rate for 
inland telegrams: 1/- for 20 words and 3d for each 
additional 5 words (or part of). The address was not 
charged and the form itself was charged at the 
embossed indicia charge, additional words paid 
with postage stamps. 
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Section 2 Telegraph Transition to Post Office 

Left: Initial public form used by Post Office where both the 
lion and the unicorn are looking towards the crown on top of 
the shield. Form was printed in August 1870 by Waterlow & 
Sons, London and is blank on reverse. Form is set up to take 
up to 50 words (recorded in rows of five for ease of counting). 

Below Post Office Telegraph Transmission Form A G/D for 
use by Government Departments or the Royal family. The 
form is folded over, with a series of nine plain lines on the 
lower section. The form was printed in 1870 by Wyman & 
Sons, London and remained in used throughout the period of 
this study. 
The coat of arms has the lion looking towards the viewer 
while the unicorn is looking towards the crown on top of the 
shield. 

I 
Post Office Coat of Arms Transition 1869 -1872 

C1f.(l/'{jeS to P <.t!-J_ ---

' POST OFFICE T E L E G R A PHS. 

~1-1~=-=--· --=----(Y\;:--~--

__ l ____ ......----:-t_:._fl_n-.., d.L .. IA'~ R eceived q,t __ 

DATED 

8'0 ________ --.!-L_V~:...._____,j~-=--'l(t~tr._~ 

U/4{;{, 

F17r u..se or Post 011ice. 

S'rAMI'. 

t) 

Above: Telegraph Delivery Form sent from Windermere, Lake District to Wigton 
on 23 July 1872, alerting receiver that sender had missed their train. Likely this was 
sent from the Railway Station. 



Section 2 Telegraph Transition to Post Office Post Office Coat of Arms Transition 1869 -1872 

Left: Revised public form with new coat of anns, 
where both the lion and unicorn are looking outwards 
away from the crown and shield. This coat of arms 
remained for the first fifty years of telegraph 
operation by the Post Office. 

1870 ld (plate 138) used block of 12 stan1ps to 
pay the 1/- telegraph tariff, cancelled at 
Birmingham Telegraph Office on 2 April 1872. 

1/- an 6d stamps, cancelled at Birmingham 
Telegraph Offic.e during 1872. 

3d cancelled at DUBLIN 
29 COLLEGE GREEN 
on 13 June 1872. 

1/- cancelled 
"P .P 12/P AID" 
used at Sutton. 

No. ef Messa9e ......... ....................... . 

POST TELEGRAPHS. 
Regulation as to Inland Tel ,grams. 

If the Receiver of an Inland Message doubts its accnracy, he inay have it repeated on paying half the cost 
of its transmission to him. ln the event of an error ha'Ving been 1ade, the amount paid for repetition will be 

Datecl Stamp of 

refunded on 3:pplica9;9n 1:o the Sec:.etary. I, 
OJ/ice 'If OrirJi• ~ /'.ii~.•, j}~ _;; ..aa.Jile,i'/" a►%/ • j?;,, ....,:,. Bent old at$ ''j(" <'4. 1. D,liffring om"" 

$om ~ %h- .. 4A-ph- k¾ :{ ~ v4~/4~ .. 
1 # hnr/!-- ✓-- 3/~ ' ~/. ,,,,/~ 

(' /4~,,_,z ~ ~ /r£4j-e- • 

20 l/- f /h- ~ ,,1/ /4,,~-,~ 
~ ?-C- p/ vf'h.f /L _f'.LA! fa- ~ 

.25 1/3 

1/6 

35 J./9 

40 2/-

When 1,he cost of & reply to a Tel~aram has been prepnid, and the number of w0rds in t~e reply is in excess of the prepayment, the sender of the reply must pay for any excess of 
wo>Jds over t~e. number so prepaid. The' l'eply m~~ be _hn~ded in at th_e Office from whfoh tb~ _o,riginnl !J.'ele~r~ w~s deliver+-il. . . . . 

A prepaid reply to a ~ esr;age mui,t be handed m mthm two dnys from the elate of the ori mal J\fess~e, or 1t ml] be charged for m the ordin11.ry -way, but the money prepaid will be 
rel:nmed on applicati2n to the Secretary. • 

Telegrams may be re-directed from town to tow11 at an extra charge of onc-Tia~l the ordiuli,ry. inland tariff, .fractions of threepence being reckoned qs twopence, but in such c.ases 
they must not ha.-ve been opened. \ 

B .B.-It will materially assist the Department if, in ma.king any inquiry respecting this Telegram, the Applicant will enclose this form in his Letter. In the case 
of a Foreigµ Message, the application should be addressed to th1.1 Admmish.-ation to which the Message was handed in the .first in.stance; 

.fas . Trn.scot~ .t- f •1, Lond.on. 

Above: Telegraph Delivery Form sent from Dublin to Kells, Co Meath, on 4 Nov. 1871 . Form printed by James Truscott & Sons, London. 
Format reduced to fit 40 words rather than 50, reverse of form is blank. 



Section 2 Post Office Nationalisation - Railway Station Telegraph Hand Stamps issued by Post Office in England & Wales 
Railway Station Cancels for telegraph usage 
The Post Office took control of the telegraph offices on 5th 

February 1870, a total of 1000 telegraph offices and 1800 
railway station offices. Postal telegraph offices used their own 
office cancellations but the railway telegraphic offices, which 
acted only as agents of the Post Office, were issued plain 
numbered 16 mm circular bandstamps for use in England and 
Wales; , 

1-1569 Stations in England & Wales ( Circle with no.) 

These were issued on 30 June 1870 and any additions or 
replacements were issued with a larger 23mm circle and with 
the letter A added after the number. 

206 Braemor 
Rants., LSW 

270 Canon St, 
Middx., M&M/SE 

306 Chard Junct. 
Somerset, LSW 

72 Bagwortb 
Leic.,MID 

429 Didcot 
Berks., GW 

50 Arundel, 
Sussex (LSCR) 

439 Dorking 
Surrey, LBSC/SE&C 

93 Barnham June. 
Sussex (LBSC) 

480 Egham 
Surrey, L&SW 

573 Glyn Neath 
Glam., GWR 

588 Grantbem 
Lines., GN 

589 Grateley 
Hants., LSWR 

671 Hildenborough 
Kent. SE&C 

703 Huddersfield 
Yorks., LNWR 

704 Hull Paragon 
Yorks., NE 

726 Kegsworth 
Notts., MID 

l:>cJl!'f J;id Ii 

8D!fl!l.fS ;)UQ 

822 Landrillo 
Merioneth, 
GWR 

l 
j 

823 Landudno 
Denbigsbire 
LNWR 

839 
London Bridge 
SE&C 

855 Ludgate Hill 
London 
LC&D 

877 
Manchester 
L&YR/LNWR 

878 Victoria 
Manchester 
L&YR/LNWR 

900 Mary Tavey 
Devon 
LSWR 

1 

117 Bedford 
Beds., LNW /MID 

152 New St, 
Birmingham 
Warks., LNW 

511 Exeter 
Devons, LSW 

758 Kirklingston 
Notts., MID 

935 Moat Lane 
Montgomery 
CAM 

543 Folkstone Har. 
Kent, SE&C 

803 Lincoln 
Lines., GW &GC 

973 Newcastle 
Upon Tyne 
NE&NB 

570 Gloucester 
Glos., GW 

814 Lime St 
Liverpool, LNWR 

985 
New Milford 
Pemb.,GWR 

31 



Section 2 Post Office Nationalisation - Railway Station Telegraph Hand Stamps issued by Post Office in England & Wales 

1070 Petworth 
Sussex, 
LBSC 

1082 Plymouth 
Devon, GWR 

1103 Portsmouth 
Harbour 
Hants., LBSC 

1265 Snaith 
Yorks., LYR 

1292 Stafford 
Staffs., LNWR. 

1349 Swansea Docks 
Glam.,GWR 

Railway Telegraph Handstamps - Usage and 
Replacement 
The most common telegraph tariff was paid with a 1/­
adhesive (20 words), with 6d and 3d adhesives being used 
to add words. Less common was the use of 4d and 5/­
adhesives. 
New Railway Telegraph Stations were allocated larger 
23mm circular handstamps and replacement handstamps 
also were this larger size, where the number was usually 
suffixed with a capital "A". 

1108 Preston 
Lanes, 
LNWR/LYR 

1352 Swindon 
Wilts., GWR 

1126 Ramskill 
Notts, GN 

1172 Rugby 
Wanvick, LNWR 

1240 Sherburn 
Yorks., NER 

1251 Shrewbury 
Salop., 
GWR/LNWR 

1256 Silverdale 
Lanes .. Furness 

1400 Torre 
Devon, GWR 

41A 
Appley Bridge 
Lanes., GN 

1469 Waterloo 
LondonLSWR 

69 Aynho 
Northants., GW 
1 Nov. 1887 

1504 Wickham 
Suffolk, GE 

78 Balham 
Surrey, 
LB&SC 

1567 York 
Yorks., NE 

150 Snow Hill 
Birmingham, LNW 
18 June 1886 Dates of issue are recorded for individual replacement 

handstamps. 27 A Alton, Staffs., NS. , Issued 12 May 1871 14 Nov 1885 8 July 1874 

475A Ecclesfield 
Sheffield, MID/GC 
28 April 1884 

499 Erith 
London, SE&C 
3 April 1873 

679 Holbom 
Viaduct, Yorks., 
24 April 1874 

714 lngersby, Leics., GN 
Issued on 18 April 1891 

818 Llandebie 
Carm., GWR 
14May 1874 

849 Lowdham 
Notts., MID 
26July 1875 

1253 Sidcup 
Kent., SE&C 
20 April 1872 

1362 Taplow, Berks., GWR, 
Issued on 27 September 1873 ,_____ _ _______. 32 



Section 2 Post Office Nationalisation - Railway Station Telegraph Hand Stamps issued by Post Office in Ireland 1870 

-- flee! G~V7h ~~ ... 1/ ✓p~foJ~ 
essage ... 17. . .................... ..... . . 

(J.t¼airfjeS} £ ............ " ......... S ...... . cl. 
opay • 

POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 
Dated Stamp 0£ 

Regulation as to Inland Telegrams. 
If the Receiver of an Inland Message doubts its accuracy, he may have it repeated on paying half the cost 

of its transmission to him. In the event of an error having been made, the amount paid for repetition will be 

refunded on application to the Secret 
. .M. 

-g Cl) 

I fkJ:~~ 
~ 

' e...> 0 11 
1:::: o , 

»u; . 
20 1/- ~ ,:;:::;:-t 

I t c.,_ .._ 

fv~ Q 
25 1/& 

30 1/6 

35 1./9 

40 2/-
When the cost of n..reply t.o a Telegram has been prepnad, and t he nnmber 0f wo;rgs in the reply is in excess 0f the prepayment, the seµ.der of the replY. must pay for any excess of 

w:ords oyer the number so prep,aid. The reply mnst be ha.rided in at the Office from wliich the original Telegram was delivered. 
A prepaid reply to a Message.m~st be handed in within two da,ys from the date of the original Message, or it will be charged fot: in tbe ordinary wlliy, but tlie money priipaid. lvill be 

returned on application to the $ecreta.ry. 
TeUigra~i,, may be 1·e-directed from town to town at an extrn. oharg13 of 011e~Tial:f the ordinn.ry inland tariff, fractions of threepence being reckoned as i:wopence,, but in such 'cases 

they mnst not hnve been opened. 
N.B.-It will materially assist the Department if, in making any inquiry :respecting this Telegram, the Applicant will enclose this form in hill L..ett.er. In the case 

of a Foreign Message, the application should be addressed to the Administration to which the Message was handed_ in the first instance . 

.fas. Tni~tt & Son, London. 

Telegram sent from Limerick Railway Station to Post Office at College Green, Dublin on 6 May 1870. These large receiving forms were used 
through the entire Post Office network from 1870 to 1876. The rates were printed on the left margin of the form, which was printed by James 
Truscott & Son, London. The reverse of the form is blank and the 19 word message would have been covered by the 1/- cost 

The Irish railway station telegraph cancels are the scarcest 
of those in the United Kingdom. These took the form of a 
diamond containing the appropriate numeral. The initial 28 
stations are known, all of which have a single diamond. 
Later stations added had a double diamond but records of 
these station numbers were lost when the Custom House in 
Dublin was burned down in the 1922 War of Independence. 
Only adhesives cancelled with the double diamond of 11, 
22, 46 and 53 are known to have survived. 

Left: 13 of 
Hillsborough 

Right: 22 of 
Oldcastle 

Unknown 
Stations 

Block of 24 ld adhesives (Plate 156 AA-BL) with 
the Irish Telegraphic cancel for Sion Mills Railway 
Station, Co Tyrone (Number 25). 
A rare multiple and the largest recorded telegraphic 
cancel for an Irish railway station 
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Section 2 Post Office Nationalisation - Railway Station Telegraph Hand Stamps issued by Post Office in Scotland 1870 

Scottish Railway Handstamps 
The telegraph handstamps issued to the Scottish railway stations were in the shape of rectangles, 
containing the appropriate number. These numbers ranged from 1 to 270. The initial date of issue was 10 
March 1870, but dates of later additions are added below. 

13A Arnage 
Aberdeen, GN 
24 Dec. 1872 

119 Gogar 
Edinburgh, NB 
4 A112.1871 

52 Castlecary 
Dumbarton, NB 
10 Mar.1870 

135 Hawthornden 
Edinburgh, NB 
10 Mar.1870 

124 Grantoo, Edinburgh, NB 
Issued 10 Mar.1870 

73 Denny 
Stirling, Cal 
10 Mar. 1870 

Block of 12 (RE - RH) . 3d rose plate 6 

78A Drybridge 
Ayr, GSW/HR 
13 Nov. 1875 

137 Hellensburgb 
Dumbarton, NB 
10 Mar.1870 

185 Longniddry 
Haddington, NB 
10 Mar.1870 

269A Whitehouse 
Aberdeen, GN 

111 Gamkirk 
lanark, Cal 
20 Mar.1870 

154 Kilkerran 
Ayr, GSW 
10 Mar.1870 

204 Monifieth 
Forfar, D&A 
10 Mar. 1870 

270 Winchburgh 
Linlithgow, NB 
10 Mar.1870 

V 
(Railway Station De.livery Form.) 

ELECTRIC TELEGR A PH . 

Charges to Pay. 

Message I Cab H ire T OT.AT. 

The .following Message, 1·eceived at ________ Statim1 ,_,,....,"""£-------18 

FROM 

Name \ /! 
Aln> ,~~...!.--~...:........:::.:..._ ______ _ 

Add1·essl--------=---- ------'-----

J 
I 

Generic Railway Station telegraph delivery form prior to Post Office ownership 
Sen to Biggleswade Railway Station, Bedfordshire on 15 February 1862. 

) 

Clerk. 

.I 
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Section 2 Post Office Nationalisation - Telegraph Numbers for other Telegraph Branch Offices 1870 
Non Railway Telegraph Branch Office numbers 
A series of triangular handstamps were also issued to the non railway telegraph offices, which identified each of the transmitting and 
receiving offices. The two or three letter codes were used as a short hand address for signalling, which cut down the time needed for 
transmission. The most important offices were given two letters with the main London office located at St Martins Le Grand ( code SM). In 
this case the individual branch offices associated with SM were given a series of numbers to further identify them. 
The telegraph handstamps quickly took on other uses, most significantly in cancelling certain types of printed matter and parcel labels ( only 
a small number of the codes were used for these postal usages). 

Bristol (BS) Cardiff Docks (CBV) Chester-Le-Street (CGU) 

Grimsby (GY) 

Liverpool 
Corn Exchange (LGF) 

South Western 
District Office (SW) 

Hull (HU) 

Liverpool 
Exchange BO (LX) 

Swansea (SX) 

Inishbofin (IFB) 

Newcastle 
-on Tyne (NT) 

Western District 
Office, London (WD) 

Edinburgh Leith BO (EGL) Edinburgh (EH) 

Liverpool (L V) Liverpool Canning Place (LIZ) 

Plymouth (PY) 

Wisbech (W J) 

St Martins-Le-Grand 
London (SM) 

West Hartlepool (WP) 

@~~, ~. ~~· 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

J 

Telegraph hand stamps used to cancel printed matter at Liverpool Exchange 35 
Branch Office, Liverpool Main Office and Newcastle on Tyne office. 



Section 2 Telegraph Transition to Post Office Stock Exchange Forgery 1872 - 1873 

The stock exchange forgery was a fraud perpetrated at the London Stock Exchange during 1872 and 1873. It involved the application of forged postage stamps to telegraph forms. These forms were usually destroyed after 
transmission of the message and the fraud was only discovered 25 years later. A clerk or clerks applied a mixture of real and forged postage stamps and the fraud was successful because the stamps, though not precise in 
detail, were not retained by the customer. The forgery was detected for several reasons : 

(1) Some stan1ps had impossible lettering, such as that with positions BS or EM above 
(2) Forgeries were not on watermarked paper. 
(3) Forgeries were less expertly printed e.g. differences in shading above. 

, 
~LEGRAPHS. Je:~} .. { ........ ~ .... .. 
mm Stock Exchange Offices only. 

Da.ted 
Stamp. 

I. 

Stock Exchange cancel 16th July 1872 
Plate 5 Forgery - less defined shading 
pattern. Impossible lettering BS position. 

Non Forgery for Comparison 
Block of six cancelled at Glasgow Stock 
Exchange 21 Feb. 1872 Plate 5 Standard 
Shading for Post Office Issue. 

Stock Exchange cancel 29th July 1872 
Plate 5 Forgery - less defined shading 
pattern. Impossible lettering EM position. 

Stock Exchange cancel, on piece, 16111 July 
1872. Plate 5 Forgery - less defined shading 
pattern. Possible lettering DE position. 
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2.0 Telegraph Transition to Post Office Priority Telegraph Transmission Forms 1872 -1874 

Telegraph Form A: The date of printing of each form is easily 
identified by the Date plugs on the green indicia. As form~ ~ere 
strictly required to b destroyed after use (for confidenttaltty), 
only the cut out indicia have survived in numbers. 

Printed 28.8. 71 
Used: Fairfax Rd, Hampstead 
2DE71 

~rk lo write M. 11. Iu5>"1ctions 

Printed 24.9.71 
Used: Stourport 
1 SE72 

Printed 7.10.71 
Used: College Green, Dublin 
25 JU 72 

Printed 1.07.72 
Used: Seething Lane 
13 AU 72 

Printed 2.9.71 
Used: LEES 
27MY72 

Printed 1.10.71 
Used: Douglas., Isle of Man 
2NO72 

Printed 11.10. 71 
Used: Foy I e Street, Derry 
17 AU 72 

Printed 1.07.72 
Used: Longford 
30 DE 72 

A. 

Prefi~ ....... . . J A,ll. I P.ll. 

l icce11·ed nt . .... .. . .. . ...... . . .. . .. ... ... .. . 
I I 

< 'ode Time ... . . ... . ... ... ..... . .. . ... . . . . 

P O S T O J:i1 F I C B T B L B G R A P H S. 
W ords to be si~ alled.. 

In .A.ddres~ (Ft-ee) .. . 

In Telegram (Charged) 

In Instruction.-1 ... . . . 

Tele0rrru11. .. . .•. 
Repen,t ing ... .. . 
Jlepl_v .. .. .... . 
ExccR-Q iJ1 1U ' . , 
F,:-rtr:1 Copies .. 

CHARGE. 

How Paid. 

fo Stamps .. . .. . 

I •- J. 

:Xo. of } 
:Mes~nge --

Co1111ter Clerk to "· rite 31. 1\1. IostruMl,.11, l,t ,.,. 

OfliQe or Origin .. .... ... ..... .... .. . .. . 
~enb at .. ....... 1 . . .... . .. .. . .. J . .. ......... . . 

To the 
OIUce at 

Tnt:il . .. . .. . . . . . . l fo-di rectiou .. . I 
Portera!!e .... . · \ 

J r, ) f.oney . . . . . . TLe ch:n·t ~, 1,,r tnin,missim,, por1.<•n,gc. &,·., '""· , , 1,, 
_ _ __ as is p06$ibl.-, to be pttid l,~· postugQ 8lnmp, atli " ''I lteh w, 

Rv m P _ 

Counts r Clerk to sign uere. Special Charges 
r-----1'ot:il ... . . I 

Total ...... 

- - - -
T ht:i I.Jlu11k t.pnce::i nhm·e ;ire for u~e Li_v t he <h licorl°I of the Post Ullice onl_v , n1 ,<l 1 he Pul.J li,} ari~ re(Juel'ted nor M ,vrire i 11 or o,·f'r t hem. 

FOR I N LAND 'l'E LE GRA M S O NLY. 
It is part,icnlarly TC')Uested t ho.~ the Me,;,,a~e mu\' ho "r.ir.v-n J i,stinctLly. 

:),;nme ond Adtlrcse of fr,o Sender oftlie Tw~ nw. Addresses Free. ::-.nmu and 1''ull .l ,HrC/18 (If , hi' l'erson to "·bom the Teleo1"3m is to be deli\,m,d. 
~ I ~ 
U/f I.~ 

C / ' tC?Ji - - --- ,J (l _ _ 

ln each of the spw:ea bcluw, one word only should be wri1t1in. The tirsL five wo1'l• .,[' t lie )l,•ss.~i;o $hoalrl bi: written in The n,·e spacu into "·hioh the lino 
j a di~-ided, nnd •o on. W1~n the Message is iu excess of forty -word!!, the 11dditioniu words Jlllly Le written on ordinary paper :m11ched tq the '.\f1J11sago Form 
b )' p111. or wo.(Pr, or gum. _________ _ 

:20 

!25 

:30 

35 

Charge 

1 ,_ 
I 

1/3 

1/6 

1/9 

2/-

1--- - - - ------

I ---,--

1 ,-
- -----------· 

I 

! ________ _ 

·- ----

The stamps mu.st lw 1..•.t111(•,10v,J trir.h lhe Olfo '-' ..: t,..1 11.11. 

:X.ll.-'1110 l1 esfng-~ n111-.t hn dutecl eithe r \\Ille . •. 
O!licc :51nwp, .,, in "-riliu1', 

PRIORITY. 

1. If the Sender requires the above Telegram to be forwarded by Post or by Train from the Terminal Station, be should write the words "By Post " or·• Hy 'frain," as th.::, 
r.n~e may be, in the following spnce_ _ ____ If, however, 110 such instructions be given, it will be delirnred according to circumstances i.11 the followin6 
mnnner, \'iz..: If the Addressee re~idcs within uue mile of the Termina,J '.l'elegrnph Ollicc, or within the limits of the TO\m J>ost-nl Delil-ery, the Telegram will be del i1·ered fre.i. 
Beyon<l those limits, and if the whole distnnce to be tr:wersed be under 3 miles, a char"e of 6d. -per mile countin"' from the deli1·erv office will be ch:1r•Ted; and if the distance be 
urer 3 mile11, the Telegram will be de]irnred by H orse Express at the chnrge of h. per ~ile, cxi:ept in the case of ;: Telegram to J rel;nrl, wliP.re the ch:irJe is Sd. 11 mile. 

2. 'rhe co~t of a reply 1o a Telegr:un mny be prepaid, anti a Form of AuthoJtity will in that case be deli,·ered to the .Addressee, who w-ill be :it lil.Jerty to send l1i~ repl_1 frctr.t 
any Postul Te1e~rn.ph Station at ~1ly bitne " ·ithin 'b\\·o n1nnths nfter the date of the ori.ginnl mes.~age. If the }'orm of Authority be not used, npplication t0r t he return of the mon£;,Y ' 
should be made by the holder of thfl form to the Secr etnry, General Post Office, L ourlon. J 

8. The T>epnrtment js not liable for losses incurred through the incorrect t ransmission, delay, or non-delivery of Telegrams. 
Jl!lillin~lon ~ 'I?ntton, ~fanufacturing and \Vbule.~.ile Stationl'J~, 1:onb'on. 

...___ 

Large A Form ruled for 40 words, printed by Mill~ngto~ & Hu~on on 1st August 1874. This 
form, unlike the A.1 counterpart, does not have pnnted instructions on reverse. 
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2.0 Telegraph Transition to Post Office Postal Telegraph Cards 1872 - 1876 
Green 1/- embossed Postal Telegraph Card: The Postal Telegraph Cards were designed to allow people to send a telegraph from their local Post Office letter box (e.g. Post Office closed between 8pm and 8am). The cards 
were first issued in February 1872 with space for up to 20 words, at a cost of one shilling. The sender was required to write their message in the space provided, the card was then placed in a special free envelope and posted. 
Once the card arrived at the Post Office, it was given to the Telegraph Clerk who proceeded to send the telegraph in the normal way. Postal Telegraph Cards were withdrawn from use on 31 January 1876. 

POST AL T ELE GRAPH CA RD. 
FOR 

INLAND 
N OTICE TO TBB PUBLIC. 

'l'ELE GRAMS 
ONL Y. 

L-Thi• Cord is intl)tlded for uso by porsons who eitbru: oaunol', or do not dc•iro to. ,end 
• Mess"ll• to hhe n.i;,.re,;t Tclegl')tp!L Offico propnr (i.o. ~ an Office :•hi"}l b•s lho .mcuns 
of l:rRDBmission by wi.ro), and who aro content to depo,nt ,t whru:& ,twill be cornetl for 
thorn, !reo or oxpenso, to an Office from which it can be sent by mo. 1:f i t be uoposited .'-~~~~~ 
in B Pillnr .Box, Wnll .Box, o.r O'rWDIU'f l'0SL Olll.co Leltm: ;Box, it ,.m ho carried j,.o a Telegraph Ofllco on fhe 
n ext euaning uh.larimco of tho Box in -which !i is deposite<l •. The pc.tR0n wbo "·1Khos to <1epo8lt ol?o o~ tJ-1080 
CfLrda in such a Box nmy Mcarlain from ~ho Table or Coll®tiOllS on or over the llox, how Jc,ng hiB Message 
-will rcms.!11 In lho Box belo,e lb is lolmn to " •r,~egrsp)l OJllco. 

2.-l[ooL of Ul& 'l'illeg,aph Offioes In tJw liiocdom aro closed hc;Lwccn 8 p.m. and 8-n.m., nod as.t'.illl~ is required 
!or Lnmhmlsaiiou bet1Vooli Offioo and omoo, il mnRL be bomo m ~•l that U n Card. be depos1t<:<1 ul • ~ox at 
ench,. tlmn ~•L iL canuot rotloh ll Telegraph Olfico beforo 711. rn., ,t moynot .roach its dcstlnotion nntil aJl~r 
Q. •"' nn r,lua.!ollourimt 1l&v_ 

o. MesSlll(e, OF NOT MORE T HAN 
dll IUld lho Or.kney and Shetland Islon<lB 
the free delivory of U,c same, by SJJCOitu 

F ro11i _ _______ --1 

ph Oftiae or·witbin the litni-t.o1 thoTown 
'JO £$:tea. bc.yonn that Llistn.nce, t.he porson to 

cs, rind it the sendox <liroots tho Messo,;o 
b& cihargcd t o tho parson. to whom t ha 

Oue word only should be written in Moh spnce, from lot~ to right acroSll the oard. 
- • -- - r ·----'--'-"'-----

.lf the sonde.r v.i:JH!s otiLcr tbWl tlJc 11i:.,1W !U\!,:1t8 to be 1•1u11:toyttcl i.n , 
tho delivery ol the .:l[edl!ago the n 1aans mus< bo do•cribed here. j Hy ................. ...................... . 

rt tho data of pa.ting hero. 

,-!~.·~·········· ·,·A jt. 

Reverse: Printed 
29.1.72. Coat of Arms 
with lion looking 
outwards towards 
viewer (original post 
coat of arms used by 
Post Office). 

Printed 1.2. 72. Coat of Arms with lion looking outwards towards 
viewer (original post coat of arms used by Post Office). 

From T o. _________ _ 
. 

-

0110 wo1·,l only woulll lie writ ten in e:1cl1 SJ)ace, f 
-

l I 
rom lertto righ t nCl'O:,s the Onrd. 

f -

I 
. - I 

I I 
. I 

rrtlio ,;i:11d~rwisl1cs ot)1l.'r lhnrt the ni11nl 1nean~ ~oho employediuJ 
the delivery of the Message l!he menus must be dcscribetl here. By ••• • • • ••• ••••• •• ••• • •• •• 

Plain card, no 
indicium. Coat of 
Anus with lion 
looking towards 
unicorn (second post 
coat of arms used by 
Post Office). 
Card has been 
described as both a 
remainder (surplus to 
requirment) or to 
allow use with a 1/­
postage stamp. 

POS TAL TELEGRA PH CARn 
JO It 

DJ, .\ ~D 
T.E l1 F.G IL\.JliS 

0' "r. 
NOTI CE T O T HE PUBLIC, ) 

1.-Thjs Cnl'f1 i~ infomleu for u'"1 h,· p~rllous who eitlrnr cu11t1ot, or tlo not rl<!5i1•c to. 
, •,ml :1 )fe,,-,11.re ~ eh" 11t!tll-est IJ'okgi,1111t Office vrope,· (i..t1. tu an 0 11lt1l ""h.ic\1 h!"' 
the111e."tlb f..lf 1,n!I\Sm\~<Jn by wire), nnU who five content ~o LI.CJJOS.il 1L whew· 1t ,~ .. ill 
ho cµ,nied for tlunn. T\'~c or ~pcuse. 1.0 nn Olllccl'.rom \\111(:lJ h. ~1 llc SCIJt ll~ wn_-e. . . 
If 'ii be tlep~ltell 111 n ll:il\nr 1lox. Wtill Jlox,,or (n•dh1ary ]'<>;SL Wfli_~-e:J;,etteraJ,u,~n,,1.1 b s Cfil'l'lC<I t o 
'l'cieL't•nph OUivc on the ucxn 011suing ~lenr:mce of nltc .Bo.', m wh1<th t t •• llc\~1ted •. p,e JJ<,l'SOll w 
--i:;\1e,; to 11epv•it oue o( 1l1esc Gru·,ls i,1 Stl<'h n Bal'. mu~· n,ser r t :m1 !'1?"' th<:> 1uhlc of Collc~uons 011 

•r Llie Bn, how l()u@: his )fcss,ig-e will remnin b, tho .Box befo1·c 1t 1~ u1keu to a 'reiegrnph Oflloo. 
,Cost, of 1 he 'fok>'.rrn1,u Utlltes ill Llto Kin£dOll.1 lll'fl c.lo_,;e<l betweou s P w, u.ud.s o.m., lll)Ll 95 tiln~ • 

•"'!Uired for tr.lD&l.tliS.iOII hC!t-recn om~c nn,1 Olll~e. ,t mnst 1,e bOl'IIC in m.rnt,I ~1.1!\L ,r.n C-m-d_ 
. epr.,;,ilccl iu II Box :1l s 1\t h n time that it rrumn( l'llUc.b a Telegr,,1111 Ollioe belorc ·, JJ.m., tl ma:r ~• 
tc:ll'h i!~ !l!:<tiiuirhm mtli!~[t7 8 ;1-m. on LM roll!f~

1
~'~!!{1ussion of a Mes..s,u,e, OF NOT M O RE 
Kingdom (the 'uill~· L•lno~ null the Ollknel: :nnl 

f.l the lsl~ of 1\lno.mnl nL•o c-o,·ers lbc frcetle[1rnr.,· 

Frm,i ______ _ Tn _________ _ 
lm U of one mile oi' the 'l:rrmiual 'l'clc1;rnpl1 Otl\Qo 
of tlia~ OffietJ. li'hn11lll thll )lcs.';!li,e l rn,ve l0 l)u 
□ it is :ul<lli!<S•••l Tl'ill tie ,•l tru·j,;l!d with port!!l'llf"e at 
l',l> to I c (l~li,·ert>tl l 1v Q\l>er \1!<111 the usual m~:lll!i. 
,om ,:he )le~e is :1~l,lrcssed.. 

One word only ~llonl<l l,e written in e:ioh "11:t.re. rmm lefl 1 o rigl,t nernss I ho Curtl. 

f 

I r tlw "'"''1,,,. ,,i 111·, " ' h, r I""" fl1e TI•l•~l me:u1< lo hr "Jllitloy~-..1 in} 
the 1lolh•try or tl1c .)ks-<1;;<: the WC!llls 11111st w d,:,1rrif10,l hv1·e. By .. ,. . . .......... . .. . ... . 

Printed 9.2. 72. Coat of Arms with lion looking towards unicorn 
(second coat of arms used by Post Office). 

ill <lo well to i nsort the ,late of postimr bm·c. 
]1 ..... - .. .. ClU:C . . ....... ,L:\J. 

.li ..... ... . . 

Reverse: Printed 
15.2. 72 (SPECIMEN). 
Coat of Arms with lion 
looking towards 
unicorn (second coat of 
arms used by Post 
Office). 

Or{ HER :i\JAJESTY'S SERV lCE. 

Telegraph Envelope. 
Free cover (ON HER 
MAJESTY'S SERVICE) 
adapted for sending 
telegraph cards to the post 
office for transmission. 
Used Dublin 22 July 1871, 
from G.C.Cornwall (GPO 
Secretary, Sir Rowland 
Hill 's representative since 
1857). 

TELEGRAPHS, 
,t 

G. C. CORNW.\LL . 
UENERAL l ' osT ( >1~ ·1cE, 

Dunux. 
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Section 3.1 Post Office Second Issue One Pence Brown Stamps February 1876 
The first dedicated Post Office telegraph stamps were issued on 1st February 1876 in denominations 
of Id, 3d, 1/- and 5/-. The Post Office attempted to match the colours of the new telegraphic stamps 
with those of existing postage stamps. As De La Rue did nor print a 1 d stamp at this time, they used 
the same paper as the 2/- Irish dog licence stamp. This allowed for printing of 240 stamps in same 
orientation as the required telegraph stamps. From 1st May 1876, ordinary postage stamps were no 
longer accepted as payment for telegraphic fees. All the Post Office teJegraphic stamps were surface 
printed in a horizontal format in order to distinguish from postage stamps. 

One of two small head 
dies prepared by De La 
Rue but not adopted. 
Small Head 2: 
19 pearls in upper band 
3 lines in hair bandeau 
11mm diameter circle, 
March/April 1875. 

Adopted Die, similar to 
above except in head size: 
20 pearls in upper band 
3 lines in hair bandeau 
13mm diameter circre 
Dated July 6 ( one of seven 
on this date). 
No plate or check letters. 

Die Proof Plate 2 
lettered AA, one of 
only hvo for this plate, 
with the other dated 
22 July 1875. 

The ld Brown 
Issue Date: 1 Feb. 1876 
Plates: 5 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: shamrocks 
Perforation: 14 

Scarcity: 
Plate 1 
Plate 2 
Plate 3 

(Pinwill census) 
2 Mint 7 Used 
5 Mint 10 Used 
10 Mint 14 Used 

■ 
Plates 
Stamps are only known from the first three plates, plate 5 was 
adapted and dedicated to the ½d stamp in 1881 and no stamps 
are known from plate 4 ( destroyed by Post Office) 

Scarcity 
Scarcity of Post Office telegraph stamps is based on database 
compiled by Dr Ian Pinwill (9874 stamps from multiple sources 
- 7778 used and 2096 mint- January 2024). Higher numbers 
indicate scarcer (1 is most common and 37 is most scarce). 

1875 Unique band printed essay for ld value from the De La Rue 
Archives, prepared in 1875 for initial issue but not adopted. 
Essay is black and Chinese white on thick card. Ex A.J. Lowe 

ONE PENN 

1876 ld, red-brown adhesive stamps ( Plate 3) - marginal block of 40, 
Specimen Type 9, showing marginal dividing ornament. 39 



Section 3 .. 1 Post Office First Issue One Pence Brown Stamps February 1876 

PLATE 1 Scarcity Mint (2) Used (7) - Pinwill Census 
-- -- 1 

L Mint Pair (QL-RL) Used Liverpool (BH-CH) 
24 Nov 1876 

Used Belfast (CF-DF) I 
18 Aug 1880 __] 

r. 

Belfast (CA) 
12 Sept 1877 

Mint (EB) 

Glasgow (HC) 
12 Dec 1877 

Bradford (TL )J 
12 Dec 1877 

Dundee(BA) 
3 April 1878 

Ballybaunis (AJ) j 
14 Feb 1882 

PLATE2 Scarcity Mint (5) Used (10) - Pinwill Census 

I I 

l
Portobello SC l Newcastle CK 
17 July 1877 I 1 Aug 1878 _J 

Liverpool (KL) 
3 March 1880 

Kilkenny (LB) 
20 July 1880 

Largest known used block 
from plate 2, cancelled with 
nine Aberdeen strikes for 
MY. 25 76. 

Used multiples beyond pairs 
are rare (two blocks of 4, one 
block of 8 and this block of 9 
are only ones recorded). 

PLATE 3 Scarcity Mint (10) Used (14) Pinwill Census 
.------

Mint (BC) l . Liverpool (MF-NF) 
10 Sept 1880 

----' 

Belfast (IA) 
11 Apr 1881 

Covent Garden (MF-NF) 
19 July 1881 

L__ 

POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.~ 

• If tb• Mf'Oa311C bt fs,r a Fordg~ 61x11Iot1, the name mll.lt be lnieliei abon. Tbll ii nol IJJaoln~elJ necct~l'J' I.a. Lile ~ of an Inland lleuap. [SISB4&1 

Scarcity: There are 
37 possible Post 
Office stamps ( all 
values and all plates) 
and Pinwill has 
an-anged these from 
most common (No.I) 
to rarest (No.37). _I 

•lfthe lf-g• be fora llorefgtt 

1 d telegraph stamp (Plate 2) used postally in London on 
13 Jone 1892. Cancelled with hooded London postmark 

Above: Two ld telegraphic stamps (Plate 1) 
affixed to certificate (receipt) to confirm 
payment for sending telegram from 
Ladbrooke Comer Post Office on 3rd 
October 1878. 
Left: Similar pair on piece (Plate 1) used to 
pay for telegram receipt at Belfast on 23 
June 1880. 

ld telegraph stamp (Plate 2) in 
piece, used postally in London on 
1 Nov 1880. Cancelled with 
London duplex postmark. 
Telegraph stamps were not 
permitted for postage but this was 
"overlooked" when the telegraph 
stamps were discontinued in 1881. 
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Section 3.2 Post Office First Issue 

~0.RR f Ll.RDENU{O 

J r1~y . 11. 13i5 

3d Die Proofs 
1875 3d die proofs without plate numbers or corner 
letters, in black on glazed card (92mm X 60mm) 
dated "July 8 1875" and "July 14 1875", both 
endorsed "BEFORE HARDENING". 
July 8 proofs had of three die proofs on this date and 
July 14 had eight die proofs on this date. 

Three Pence Carmine Stamps 

The 3d Carmine 
Issue Date: 1 Feb. 1876 
Plates: S 
Printer: De La Rue 

Plate 1 Mjnt (HL) 
Spray( sideways) 

Watermark: Spray (sideways) PI 1-3 
Crown (sideways) PI 3-5 

Perforation: 14 

Plate 2 Mint (MA) 
Spray(sideways) 

Plate 4 Mint (CA) 
Crown (sideways) 

Plate S Mint (MB) 
<:mwn( siclew~vs) 

3d Die Proofs - Number of Proofs 

1. June 22 1875 - 1 
2. July 2 1875 - 1 
3. July 6 1875 - 1 

Scarcity: 
Plate 1 
Plate 2 
Plate 3 

Crown 
Plate 4 
Plate 5 

(Pin will census) 
7 Mint 15 Used 
8 Mint 9 Used 
6 Mint 16 Used 
14Mint 25 Used 
31 Mint 34 Used 
24 Mint 36 Used 

This is rated No. 31 
on Pinwill scarcity 
chart. making it the 
7th rarest of the 
Post Office mint 
telegraph stamps. 

4. July 1 1875 - 1 BEFORE HARDENING 
5. July 1 1875 - 1 BEFORE HARDENING 
6. July 8 1875 - 3 BEFORE HARDENING 
7. July 14 1875 - 8 BEFORE HARDENING 
8. July 14 1875 - 2 AFTER HARDENING 
9. Aug. 16 1875 - 1 BEFORE STRIKING 
10. Aug. 16 1875 - 2 AFTER STRIKING 

LLJ 
c.;, 
::z::: 
UJ 
a.. 
L&.J 
LLJ 
0:::: 
::c 
t-
en 
:c a... 
<C 
0:: 
c., 
u.J 
~ 
LL.J 
t-

F 

F 

February 1876 

Plates 
The 3d issue had five different plates manufactured. Plates l 

to 3 had a flower wate1mark(sideways) known as a spray. 
However, this was changed to a "Crown (sideways)" half way 
through printing with the third plate. Plates 4 and 5 did not 
come into usage until 1881 so were not in use for very long. 
Plate 5 (issued August 1881 has the lowest number issued for 
this value, with used values the most difficult to source. 

Plates 4 & 5 both mint and used are among the rarest of the Post 
Office telegraph stamps 

•'t_ . 

3d (Plate 3) proof in black on white 
wove unwatermarked paper. 
One of 12 proofs for this plate, 
from top right hand corner of sheet. 

Plate 1 perforated specimen strip 
(FJ-HJ), overprinted SPECIMEN, 
type 9 

l I 

7 
11. Aug. 20 1875 - AFTER STRIKING 
12. FEB. 22 1876 - 1 BEFORE STRIKING Plate 1: Imperforate pane of twenty lettered FI-JL. Overprinted "SPECIMEN" 

type 10, showing marginal inscription "TELEGRAPHS THREE PENCE". 
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Section 3.2 Post Office First Issue 

Plate 1 3d Four block, 
positions (QA-RB), used 7 
May 1876 at Aberdeen. 

Plate 1 3d Six block, positions (EA-FC), showing interpanneau gutter with marginal 
THREE PENCE TELEGRAPHS inscription, used Custom House Dublin, on 23 October 
1877. 

Multiples beyond pairs and strips are scarce with only 4 four blocks and one six block 
recorded for Plate 1. Si,x Block shown here is the largest multiple recorded. 

Plate 1 

Plate 2 

Plate 3 

Plate 5 

Manchester DF 
21 Dec 1876 

' I R C 

Hereford (RC) 
17 Oct 1877 

704 Hull Railway 
Stn. (IF) 

~..-:, 

I~ 

Edinb~gh IA 
Havmarket Rail Stn 

Gorseinon 'EA 
28 Dec 1876 

Dublin (KJ) 
8 Nov 1877 

Baltasoun RC 
23 Julv 1879 

Limerick JH 
31 Aug 1877 

Waterford (CJ) 
9 Oct 1878 

-J 

Dublin (GJ) 
24 Jan 1880 

Stromness ( LI-LJ) 
25 Oct 1881 

Three Pence Carmine Stamps 

Formby (MJ-MK) 
2Feb 1877 

So.tithwick (CJ-CL 
2 Feb 1877 

North Wall, Dublin (DA-DB) 
23 Aug 1879 

Used stamps from Plate 5 are 
rated No. 34 by Pinwill (Fourth 
rarest Post Office Stamp). 

Left: Plate 2 3d 
Twelve block, 
positions (KA-MD), 
used on 16 Dec 1877 
at Wellington. 
This is the second 
largest multiple 
known for this plate 
with a larger 20 
stamp block also 
recorded. 

I 

February 1876 

.a Tfl%::==:..'t'~ll.-:,;P.; 
: i✓,"-

Plate 3 3d Six block, pos1t1ons 
(AA-CB), used 30 Dec 1879. 

Only three multiples for Plate 3 
recorded, four block, six block and 
eight block. This is the second 
largest multiple recorded. 

Plate3: 3d carmine stamp used postally on cover within 
London, tied with LONDON JY 9 83 postmark 
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Section 3.3 Post Office First Issue 

The 1/- Green/ Orange Brown 
Issue Date: 1 Feb. 1876 
Plates: 12 

Plates 1-10 Green 
Plates 10 - 12 Orange Brown 

Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: Spray (sideways) PI 1-10, 12 

Crown (sideways) PI 11-12 
Perforation: 14 

■ 
1~, 

Scarcity: (Pin will census) 
See Next Page 

JCJly. 6. 1875 

ls Die Proof 
187 5 1 /- die proof without plate numbers or comer 
letters, in black on glazed card (92mm X 60mm) dated 
"July 6, 1875" and stamped "BEFORE 
HARDENING". In this die proof., the earhole was 
shaded with white lines. 
This was on of seven die proofs taken on July 6th 1875. 

Ii 

Plate 6: Strip 
of 3, Dundee, 
(CE-EE), 
9 Nov 1878 

J 

ls 

One Shilling Green & Orange Brown Stamps February 1876 

Plate 8: Marginal plate 
proof SF-TF. Scarce 
multiple. 

Die Proofs - No Proofs 

1. June 25 1875 -1 
2. June 30 1875 - 1 
3. July 1 1875 - 1 
4. July 2 1875 - 1 
5. July 3 1875 -1 
6. July 4 1875 -1 
7. July 6 18-75 - 7 
8. July 14 1875 - 2 
9. Aug.4 1875 - 3 
10.Aug12 1875 -
11. July 25 1876 - 2 
12. Mar 16 1877 - 2 
13. Aug. 17 1877 - 1 
14. Aug. 28 1877 - 2 
15. Apr. 26 1878 - 1 
16. Jul 26 1878 - 2 
17. Apr 13 1880 - 1 

BEFORE HARDENING 
BEFORE HARDENING 
BEFORE HARDENING 
BEFORE STRIKING 
BEFORE STRIKING 
AFTER STRIKING 
BEFORE STRIKING 
AFTER STRIKING 
BEFORE STRIKING 
BEFORE STRIKING 
BEFORE STRIKING 

Plate 4: Block 
of 4, Dublin 
College Green, 
(Cl-DJ), 
5 Dec. 1877. 

. 
0 
::z: -_J 
_J -:::C I 
(/,) 

w 
:z:: 
0 

u, 
::c a.. . 
< 
0:: F 

0 
L&.J 
_J 

La.J 
I-

Plate 1: 1876 One Shilling complete imperforate sheet of 20 (FA-ID), 
with SPECIMEN Type 10. 

Plate 5: Block of 6, (MB-ND), 
Queenstown, 15 Dec. 1877. 

Plate 5: Block of 4 
Grimsby, (NG-OH), 
3 Dec. 1877. 

Plate 10: Block of 6, 
Anderstown, (QB-SC), 
3 Dec. 1877. 
Largest multiple of plate 10, one 
of two blocks of 6 recorded. 
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Section 3.3 Post Office First Issue 

Plate 1 
Scarcity 
#9 Mint 
#21 used 

Plate 2 
Scarcity 
#19 Mint 
#26 used 

Plate 3 
Scarcity 
#27 Mint 
#23 used 

Plate 4 
Scarcity 
#25 Mint 
#3 used 

Plate 5 
Scarcity 
#18 Mint 
#2 used 

Plate 6 
Scarcity 
#23 Mint 
#18 used 

Plate 7 
Scarcity 
#22 Mint 
#20 used 

.... ., ... . . .,_ ~ 

Earliest Recorded 
Use, 5 Feb 1876 

Mint, QC 

< - ~ 
Formby, KD 
21 Feb 1877 

Carriff Dock, TO 
1 May 1877 

Mint, OH 
Snecimen 

Dublin, CD 
1 April 1876 

Darkhill, CA 
23 April 1876 

_,.-.· 

Formby, ED 
22 Feb 1877 

Glasgow RD 
25 Au!! 1877 

i 
~~~=\ 

Bridgewater, NJ 
16July 1876 

Sandport, NE 
6 Dec 1878 

Hanover St, DD 
11 June 1876 

Sunridge, PI 
4 Aug 1876 

Fortwilliam,FE 
12 Sept 1877 

Foikstone RD 
25 Aug 1877 

Sligo,LF 
23 Feb 1878 

Burlington Hse 
18 Feb 1879 

One Shilling Green & Orange Brown Stamps February 1876 

Fenchurch St, EE 
4 Oct 1877 

Hull, TC 
19 Dec 1877 

Newpo1t, JC 
12 Dec 1877 

' . 
Blackpool, MI 

10 Feb 1879 

-... . 
CarrickonShannon 

10 July 1879 

Plate 8 
Scarcity 
#3 Mint 
#24 used 

Plate 9 
Scarcity 
#16 Mint 
#22 used 

Plate 10 
Scarcity 
#20 Mint 
#19 used 

Plate 10 
Scarcity 
#21 Mint 
#28 used 

Plate 11 
Scarcity 
# 12 Mint 
# 11 used 

Plate 12 
Scarcity 
#26 Mint 
#31 used 

Mint, TH 
Wing Margin 

Mint, KE 
Wing Margin 

. . J 
Mint, DD 

Wing Margin 

Mint, RH 
Specimen 

Mint, DJ 

Inverness, LF 
27 Sept 1881 

Kilkenny, FB 
2 Aug 1879 

Dublin, JF 
25 Jan 1880 

Anderstown, RD 
2 Mar 1880 

Stronoway, QK 
6 June 1881 

~ ~~rz.li i 
Mark Lane, BB 

6 1880 

Glasgow, CB-DB 
14 Sept1880 

SaJem,CH 
26 Oct 1880 

Leith, KD 
11 July 1881 

Dundee, CB-EB 
30 Sept 1881 

Belfast, EL 
9 Oct 1879 

New Cross, RE 
31 Jan 1881 

19 Aug 1881 

==:.:......=...~..!.JJ 

Drumnagroon, 
MI 

The one shilling value was the most used telegraphic adhesive in this period and there were 12 plates used from 
1876 to 1881, with an estimated 8.4 million stamps from each plate. This was estimated to be the maximum that 
printers, De La Rue, could get from each plate. Plates 1 to 10 were green with "Spray" watermark, plate 11 had 
"Crown" watermark and plate 12 had both watermarks used. The colour was changed to orange-brown in 
September 1880, with the earliest recorded use of plate 10 being 23 October 1880. 
Plate 12 used is the scarest of the stamps shown here. rated 31 out of 37 on scarcitv table 44 



Section 3.4 Post Office First Issue 

The 5/- Red 
Issue Date: 1 Feb. 1876 
Plates: 3 

I Plate 1 

Plate 1: 9th August 1875 
Plate 2: 31 st December 1879 
Plate 3: 14th October 1878. 

Printer: De La Rue 

Mint, BB 
Specimen 

Watermark: 
Plate 1: Maltese Cross 
Plate 2: Maltese Cross 
Plate 3: Anchor (sideways). 

Perforation: 15 x 15½ 
Plate 2 also has Perf 14 
Scarcity: (PinwiU census) 
Plate 1: #17 Mint, #1 Used 
Plate 2: #34 Mint, #30 Used 
Plate 2 Perf 14: #3 6 Mint, #29 Used. 
Plate 3: #37 Mint, #33 Used. 

J J J ) , 23. 1875 

1875 Unique band printed essay for 
5/- value from the De La Rue 
Archives, prepared in 1875 for 
initial issue but not adopted. Essay is 
black and Chinese white on thick card. 
ExA.J. Lowe 

5s Die Proofs - No. Proofs 

Five Shilling Die Proof 
1875 5s clie proofs without plate numbers or corner 
letters, in black on glazed card (92nun X 60mm) dated 
"June, 23, 1875", This is the only die proof struck on 
this date, and one of only 16 over all dates. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

Jun 6 
Jun 17 
Jun 18 
Jun 23 
Jun 25 
Jul 2 
No date 
No date 
Jul 31 
Jul 31 

1875 -1 
1875 -2 
1875 - 3 
1875 - 1 
1875 -4 
1875 - 1 

- 1 
- 1 

1878 -1 
1878 -1 

Five Shilling Red Stamps 

Manchester, CH 
15 Feb 1876 

IL1J ~ 
., , , ., , 

Liverpool, EB 
11 Mar 1880 

Perf 15 x 15½ 

Plate 3 (Anchor Watermark) 
1882 ,Wexford position BO. 
Only recorded Irish usage of 
this stamp but stamp itself also 
has a scarcity number of 33, 
making it the fifth scarcest 
telegraph stamp. 

Belfast, EB 
25 Sept 1877 

, 
Gilford, CC 
8 Apr 1878 

Perf 14 

February 1876 

Cork, CC 
6 July 1878 

Mark Lane, AG 
16 Aug 1880 

Perf 15 x 15½ 

,~~~':ffif.¥#-§;l i. 
=c..:..;,,.::====ij 

~s;m } 
Burntisland, CH 

12 July 1878 

Leadenhall St, FF 
15 Feb 1876 

Perf 15 x 15½ 

1880 eight stamp multiple of 
5s Rose issue, cancelled with 
Dublin 8T (T for Telegraph 
Office) on 5 February 1880. 
GB-HE 
Plate 1 Ireland 
Maltese Cross Watermark 
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Section 3.5 Post Office First Issue Revised Smaller Transmission Forms 

A and A.1 Telegraph Transmission Forms - Small Format 
The size of the A/ Al telegraph forms were significantly reduced with the introduction of 
a smaller format in 1875, now sized for 30 words. The original green octagonal indicia 
used on the Al forms had the word "POSTAGE" and it was replaced with a circular 
incticium in August 1875 with the word "TELEGRAPHS" and printed by James Truscott 
& Son, London (printers 1877 to 1881). However, when the printing moved to Harrison 
and Sons, London (1881-1889) it reverted to the green octagonal indicia, in line with the 
Post Office decision to return to postage stamps for telegraph payment. 

I 

A. 
Prefix. 

. 
·······~,. ....... .. 

................. 

The telegraph transmission charge in this 
period was 1/- for 20 words and 3d for each 
additional five words. Unstamped A forms 
were provided gratis, for use with the 
appropriated stamps while those with the 
embossed 1./- green indicia were available 
individually or in booklets of twenty. 

jA !;fix ..... . .. . ... . . .. . . Code ... . .. . .... .......... ...... .1 POST O~!'i~f Tl:!:~RAPHS, I - --=.::.:::::::..:..:.:..::..:,;..;_,;..;_..:.:..::..:..:.:..::..:::.::.::.:.:.:.:..:.:..::..:.:..:.:....:..:.:....;___ __ ...:,__-,-_ _.;.. ____ ---= ____ , 
: Office of Origin and Service Instructions. Words Sent. 
I 
I 
I 

At ............ .... ..... .... .. M. 

I•••• •••• • •••• •••••••••••• •••• ••• ••• • • • • •••·•••••••• • •• • • •• • •••• • ••• ••• •••1-----t 

; Charge ·To ..... ........................ . 

'··························· ............ ································· I By ••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• ·- ------------------'--=-~!.:=-:-:-:---:-:-------
P lease Write Distinctly. FROM 

q; 
G> 

TO 

--- - ----'-------'----"---'---- ---- ~ - - ..:!:.----=---- ---------,--;------
en 
G> 

------- - - ------,---- ; --------::--- ------ ------

OJnce of Orig-in and Serdco. Iustrnctions. l vords Sent. . ' 
I A t .................................... )!. 

I ' • ••• • •• • • •• •• •• • • • • •• • ••• • • • •• • ••••••• • •••• .. •••• • •• .. ••••••••• • •••••• • ••••• ••• • ••••• · •• ••••••• •·1-,.....- - J 

, ; Uhar-g·e To ...................................... . 

l ................................................................................... ············ l 
FROM 

By ..................................... . 
_ __,_ _ _ . _________ . 
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Above A.l Form, with new circul ar 

·-.-----

indicium, printed by James Truscott 
Sons, London, introduced in 1875. T 

& 
his 

6 form was printed on 27 December 187 
(date plugs on embossed indicium). Fo rm 
was sold as a book of 20 and has roulette d 
margin 

August 1875 

\ Office Stamp. 

LEGRAM, 
to the 15th Section of the Telegraph A.er, l SGS, 

(HARRl SON .!I SONS, llHlltTJSRS, L C NDDr<.J 

Above: A Form, printed by 
Harrison & Sons, London, for use 
with adhesive stamps . 

ro 
Specimen 11.11.78 

: _ -1:===--=~~:::-:::::""::'-::-::-::-:.::···=-.. =-··=- =···=· ==========i.::::::=::::::::::::::::::::::===±::::=.::=:::::=======-==.!:::::::::::=;:::::=::::::::=--
: NOT ICE T O THE SENDER OF T HIS TELEGRAM. 
, 'l'liis Telegram will be accepted for t ran..c;missi0n S-ubjcct to the Reg~ula tions ma.do pursuant to the 15th Section of Lhe Telegraph Act, 18GB. 
: mid to the Notice printed a.t the l:>ack hereof. (HAP.Ri se r ! r. soNs. PRm.,.ca~. Lo":cq 

Left: A . l Form, printed by Harrison 
decision was made to return to the use 

& Sons, London, introduced in 1881, when 
of postage stamps for telegraph tariffs. This 

date plugs on embossed indicium). Fonn was 
argin. 

form was printed on 23 January 1882 ( 
sold as a book of20 and has perforated m 
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Section 4.1 Post Office Second Issue Four Pence Sage Green Stamps March 1877 
Die Proof Development 
1876 4d die proofs shown are without plate numbers or comer letters, in black on glazed card (92mm X 60mm) dated "Nov 1, 2. 4, 7 & 21". The first proof of the 4d die were struck on 30th October 1876, with plate numbers blank. 
A second proof was taken on 31st Oct. These proofs show the centre of the Queen's ear as a solid block of colour and three short white lines were added to this blot in the proofs generated on 1st November. The engraver then did 
some work on the Queen' s upper lip, leading to further proofs on 2nd November, and after a further retouch another new set die proofs were generated up to 7th November. A full list of the die plates can be found in table below. 

Nov 11 1C7G. 

-

Nov 71 1871. 

7 Nov, 1876 

1 Nov, 1876 
Shape of Queen's mouth 
improved by reducing the 
thickness of the deep shadow 
under the front of her top lip. 

This retouch brings subtle artist changes to mouth. Die 
Proof has inscription "BEFORE HARDENING". 

1 Nov 1876 
3 white lines 
added to 
Queen' s ear 
which was a 
solid black 
blot previous 
to this. 

-- 2 Nov, 1876 
Queen's upper lip and metal around her mouth 
was hammered up from the back. This action 
flattened out the background lines in front of the 
mouth and chin which were promptly recut. Line 
in lower lip removed. 

4d Die Proofs - Number of Proofs 

1. Oct30 1876 -7 
2. Oct 31 1876 -7 
3. Nov 1 1876 - 6 
4. Nov2 1876 - 7 
5. Nov3 1876 - 9 
6. Nov4 1876 - 7 
7. Nov6 1876 - 4 
8. Nov7 l876 - 8 BEFORE HARDENING 
9. Nov 17 1876 - 1 AFTER HARDENING 
10. Nov 171876 - 1 BEFORE STRlKING 
11. Nov 21 1876 - 2 AFTER STRIKING 
12. May 14 1877 - 1 BEFORE STRIKING 
13. May 14 1877 - 2 AFTER STRIKING 

Nov 4, 1671. 

21 Nov, 1876 

4 Nov, 1876 
Artist continued work on Queen' s 
mouth. 

./l 1 

Final die proof of 1876 with inscription "AFTER 
STRIKING" 
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Section 4.1 Post Office Second Issue 

The 4d Issue Sage Green 
Issue Date: 1 Mar. 1877 
Plates : 1, 2 (stamps issued only for plate 1) 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: Large Garter (sideways) 
Perforation: 14 
Sheet size: Printed on same paper used for 4d postage stamp 
(watermarked with large garter) the sheet formation was the same as 
the postage stamps except that the sheet and the water mark were 
turned sideways. This gave 240 stamps arranged in four panes (two 
rows of two with 60 garters per pane). 
Scarcity: Mint stamps #13, used stamps #14 (Pinwell census) 

\", ' ( 'l'I 

:::, 
0 

_{J, . 

Plate 1 (KB/Kq 
Specimen Type 11 

Second Issue 

Seething (OI) 
16 Apr. 1877 

Bristol (IE) 
8 Apr 1880 

Maryport ( CC) 
12 Dec. 1877 

Greenock (CB) 
5 May 1880 

~ ,'· 
ai~ , 

Plate 1 (BH) 
Specimen Type 9 

First Issue 

High St, London (EK) 
13 Dec 1877 

Mark Lane (KH) 
16 Aug. 1880 

Four Pence Sage Green Stamps March 1877 

Mint(TC) 

Watermark 

Plate 1 registered 12 Jan 1877 
and put to press on 15 Jan 1877. 
Plate taken from press in Oct. 
1881 after printing about 25,000 
sheets. 

Gort(MB) 
26 Nov 1879 

Glasgow (RF) 
17 Nov 1881 

1> i7 - --­
SHd\l 

r; . ( ......_,.._ 

Plate l: 1877 Four Pence complete perforate sheet of 20 (PI-TL), 
with SPECIMEN Type 9 (Sub type b). Sideways Garter watermark . 
Block also shows printed paper duty - "Crown Telegraphs 4d"'. 

~~ /2;/_;7~:~ 
7-,,, ~~ , 

~/~ 

,~~~ 
-----'---.---" 

4d Sage Green Plate l (AA) 
used to pay postage and • 
registration for cover sent 
locally in Liverpool, 
cancelled by a crisp squared 
circle for MY.23.82. 
Telegraph stamps were 
abolished in 1881 and most 
remamrng stocks were 
destroyed. Others. Like this 
use, were used without 
official authorisation as 
postages stamps by the 
public. 
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Section 4.2 Post Office Second Issue Six Pence Grey Stamps March 1877 
Die Proof Development 
1876 6d die proofs are without plate numbers or corner letters, in black on glazed card (91mm X 60mm) and are dated "Oct 26, Nov 4,6,7,9 1876'' . Major design revision was the change in appearance of the lower comer boxes, from 
that in the proof die dated 26 Oct. 1876. Other changes centred on ear, mouth and background shading. 

7 Nov, 1876 

26 Oct, 1876 
Major difference in this 
proof is the circle enclosed in 
a second box, within each of 
the lower comer squares. 
Removed in next die proof. 

This retouch reduced the circular spot of shadow in 
front of the upper lip. It also strengthened the lower 
frame line. 

26 Oct, 1876 
Queen' s ear is a 
black biog. 

26 Oct, 1876 
Black biog on 
either end of top 
tablet containing 
"TELEGRAPHs". 

4 Nov, 1876 

4 Nov, 1876 
Corrections. 

Items identified on 16 Oct die proof 
corrected here. Lines of background 
shading in front of Queen's face have 
been strengthened but they now appear 
as a darkened patch extending from 
face to surrounding circle, 

6d Die Proofs - Number of Proofs 

1. Oct25 1876 -1 
2. Oct26 1876 -6 
3. Oct27 1876 - l 
4. Oct 30 1876 - 1 
5. Oct 31 1876 -3 
6. Nov2 1876 - I 
7. Nov3 1876 -4 
8. Nov4 1876 -4 
9. Nov6 1876 -12 
10. Nov7 1876 -6 
1 l. Nov9 1876 -10 BEFORE HARDENING 
12. Nov20 1876 -2 AFTER STRIKING 

Nov 6, lC70. 

liov 9, 1076; 

9 Nov, 1876 

6 Nov, 1876 
Deep shading surrounding face has 
been corrected, background lines 
now evenly thin. 
Pencil "c" added to lower left 
corner. 

Shadow under Queen' s lip reduced and shading on her 
chin has been rubbed down. Die proof was approved 
and hand stamped "BEFORE HARDENING". 
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Section 4.2 Post Office Second Issue Six Pence Grey Stamps March 1877 

The 6d Issue Grey 
Issue Date: 1 Mar. 1877 
Plates: 1, 2 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: Plate 1 & 2 Spray (sideways) 

Plate 2 Crown (sideways inverted) issued Jan 1880 
Perforation: 14 
Sheet size: Printed on same paper used for 6d postage stamp (watermarked as 
above), the colour and sheet formation was the same as the postage stamps 
except that the sheet and the water mark were turned sideways. This gave 240 
stamps arranged in 12 panes of 20 stamps. 
Scarcity: Plate l Mint stamps #11, used stamps # 6 (Pinwill census) 

Plate 2 Mint stamps #30, used stamps #27 (Pinwill census) 

. 
L..W 
~ 
z:: 
L..W 
a.. 

>< 
en 

(/) 
:::r:: a... 
< a:: 
c.=, 
LJ.J 
_J 
LJ.J 
I-

Spray 

Plate 1 1877 6d imperforate pane of 20 stamps (FA-ID), with rose spray watermark:, 
overprinted horizontally with SPECIMEN Type 9. Specimens at this time were only 
available in Post Office blocks overprinted by Inland Revenue stores. A complete sheet 
bad to be taken and split for overprinting before the perforation process. 

Plate 1: strip of 3 perforated , 
overprinted with Specimen 
Type 9, issued after 1878 

Plate 1 (GG) 
Spray 

Edinburgh (SL) 
22 July 1877 

Liverpool (RL) 
25 Sept. 1877 

Newport (DK) 
13 Dec 1877 

Middlesborough (CJ) 
8 August 1878 

Mark Lane (CD/DG) 
12 Feb 1879 

London (LC) 
22 June 1880 

Edinburgh (JH) 
I July 1880 

Wing Margin 

Queenstown, Cork(MG-NH) 
15 Dec 1877 

Wing margins are present on stamps 
in rows D,E,H or I. 

Only recorded Irish Block 

Plate 2 

Only ten used blocks 
recorded (all plate 1); 
5 pairs 
5 Blocks 4 
1 Block 6 
2 Blocks 8 
1 Block 10 
1 Block 16 

i •. :=:. :::: .. .. ... . .. . . ... . . 

B+L/H 

I 

6d plate 1 Perlin 

Penryn (IB) 
27 Sept 1880 

Glasgow (SD) 
6 July 1881 

Hull(ME-NH) 
8 Dec 1877 

Plate 1 perfined B+L/H 
Block of 8 

One of two recorded blocks of 8 

Leith (RG) 
Sept 1881 

Only one recorded usage later than Sept 1881 
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Section 4.3 Post Office Second Issue Three Shilling Slate Blue Stamps March 1877 

Die Proof Development 
The 3/- die proofs were generated in October 1876, with sequential improvements centred on getting the Queen's mouth and nostril correct. Die proofs are without plate numbers or comer letters, in black on glazed card (92mm 
X 60mm) dated "OCT 19,20,24,25.26, 1876" with final proof endorsed "BEFORE HARDENING". The first proofs of the 3s die were struct on 10th October 1876, with a second proof on 14th October (Dates in Table). The 
Queen's lip was still considered to be unsatisfactory, so further enhancements were made and proofs were struck on 24th, 25th, and finally approved on 26th October 1876. 

Oct 19, 187G. 

19 October 1876 
Die retouched to 
correct shape of 
Queen' s upper lip. 
Die Proof also has 
clear imprint of 
printer' s inky thumb. 

Oct .~5 :C7i. 

25 October 1876 

19 October 1876 
Queen's forehead. 

19 October 1876 
Queen's earhole 
appears as a black 
blob with four 
indistinct white lines 
cross it - no change 
in die proofs which 
follow. 

.,-,---.- -~ ..... -
-

This retouch still bears little resemblance to the artist's pencil sketch from 24 
October Die Proof. Queen' s nostril reduced in size by removing the front portion. 

Oct ,20 1878. 

20 October 1876 
Upper lip still 
unsatisfactory. Die 
retouched to correct 
shape. 

3/- Die Proofs - Number Proofs 

1. Oct 10 1876 -1 
2. Oct 14 1876 - 1 
3. Oct 16 1876 - 1 
4. Oct 17 1876 -4 
5. Oct 18 1876 -2 
6. Oct 19 1876 -6 
7. Oct 20 1876 -7 
8. Oct 24 1876 - 5 
9. Oct 25 1876 - 5 
10. Oct 26 1876 - 4 
11. Oct 26 1876 - 8 

BEFORE HARDENING 

20 October 1876 
Lines on Queen's 
forehead reinstated. 

__ ;.-_ -- ~ 

--

26 October 1876 

- -

Oo~ ,23 :c7f, 

24 October 1876 
Artist still unhappy with upper lip 
and has drawn a sketch in pencil 
on this die proof. To show how 
he wants it to look' 

[' -~"..1"' -- --· .!. HA.RDE'.'HNG 

This retouch still has no significant improvement in shape of Queen' s lip but 
die proof was approved and die proof has the inscription "BEFORE 
HARDENING". This is the Queen' s mouth as it appears in the issued stamp 51 , 



Section 4.3 Post Office Second Issue 

The 3 /- Iss■e Slate Blue 
Issue Date: 1 Mar. 1877 
Plates: 1 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: Spray (sideways) and Crown (sideways inverted) 
Spray (99%) and Crown (1 %). Little is known about the origin of the latter 
and it is suspected that these were trials of some sort that escaped from De La 
Rue and may not have been intended for formal issue. 
Perforation: 14 
Sheet size: Sheet formation was the same as the postage stamps except that 
the sheet and the water mark were turned sideways. This gave 240 stamps 
arranged 12 panes of20 stamps (3 rows of 4 panes). 

Scarcity: Spray: Mint stamps #4, used stamps #4 (Pinwill census) 
Crown: Mint stamps #35, used stamps #37 (Pinwill census) 

0:: 
c.:, 
1.1..J 
--J 
u.J 
t-

Ultramarine (AL) 
Specimen Type 8 

• I 
c.,') 
c.:, 
2:: 
__J 
__J 

:::c 
C/.) 

LL.I 
LL.J 
0:::: A 

:c 
I-

~ <( 
0:: 
c.:, 
LL.J 
...J 
u.J 
t-

Brown-Lilac (EE) 
Specimen Type 8 

COLOUR TRIALS 

I 

Dull Mauve (OE) 
Specimen Type 8 

Three Shilling Slate Blue Stamps March 1877 

0 
c.,') 
c.:, 
2:: 
__,I _____. 

Unused (AA), Spray 
(sideways), partial printed 
duty. Watermarked "MARK" 
associated with postage 

Unused (Cl) Spray J 
Wing Margin 

• 
All stamps shown 
here have spray 
watermark. 

Plate 1 3/- (AE-EH) 
Complete marginal pane, 
Dull Mauve colour trial, 
overprinted with 
SPECIMEN Type 8. 

c.,') 
c.:, 
:z: 
_,J ___. 
....,.,. 
:::c 
C/.) 

LL.I 
u.J 
0:::: F 

:.:c. 
I­
~ 
:::c 
c... 
<( F 

et::~~~ c.:, 
1.1..J 
__,I : 
u.J 
t- ' 

Plate 1 3/- (FE-IlI)-Slate Blue pane of 20 perforated, 
on Spray of Rose watermarked paper. 

Glasgow (RJ) 
12 Dec 1877 

Ladbrooke (FI) 
10 Aug 1880 

Upr Wing Margin 

Newcastle (RC) 
12 Dec 1877 

' - j K K , 

Man: h:ste; • " 

17 Aug 1880 

Binningham (TI) 
13 Dec 1877 

Upr Wing Margin 
_____ __, 

'J• 

Renfrew (FB) 
27 Mar 1880 

Manchester (Kl/JI) 
Telegraph Branch Office 

Upper Wing Margin 
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Section 4.4 Post Office Second Issue 

Oct 19, 1871. 

Oct , 20 187t 

Oct ,20 1871. 

Ten Shilling Die Proof 
l 876 I 0s die proofs without plate numbers or corner 
letters, in black on glazed card (92mm X 60mm) dated 
"OCT19,20 & 20, 1876". 
Corner boxes blacked out. 
The die proof taken on these dates were one of only 
three to five. 

Ten Shilling Grey-Green Stamps 

The 10 /- Issue Grey-Green 
Issue Date: 1 Mar. 1877 
Plates: l 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: Maltese Cross 
Perforation: 15 x 15½ 
No Printed: 520,000 stamps issued 

Scarcity: Mint stamps #29, used stamps #5 (Pinwill census) 

10s Die Proofs - Number of Proofs 

1. Oct 14 1876 -2 
2. Oct 16 1876 - 3 
3. Oct 17 187 6 - 4 
4. Oct 18 1876 - 5 
5. Oct 19 1876 - 5 
6. Oct 20 1876 - 3 
7. Oct20 1876 - 5 BEFORE HARDENING 

Aqua-Marine (AE/BE) 
Imperforate Colour Trial 

Specimen Type 8 

10/- value had no corresponding postage stamp so colour 
trials were required and Maltese Cross watermarked 
paper was chosen to match the 5/- postage value. 

:~~11 
' 

' ' 

' 
' 1!:!11~##~~:!!I 

Slate Blue (EH) 
Perforated l Specime~ Type 9 subtype b 

Slate Blue (EJ) 
Imperforate Colour Trial 

Specimen Type 8 
l_ 

Brown- Lilac (BO) 

l 
Imperforate Colour Trial 
Specimen Type 8 

' 

I 

March 1877 

~~~~~1 

Liverpool Exe. (DB) 
1 Dec. 1877 

Manchester ( BD) 
10 Dec. 1877 

5 

Leaden Roding (GE) 
1 Mar. 1878 

, 

Bristol (FI) 
5 Apr. 1878 

esham House (DB) 
Oct. 1880 

London. (CG) 
3 Dec. 1877 

,~~~~~S!I 

Belfast (CC) 
29 Jan. 1878 

Londonderry (DC) 
9 Mar. 1878 

f 
I 

f . 
Arbroath (DB) J 

12 July 1878 
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Section 4.5 Post Office Second Issue One Pound Brown-Lilac Stamps 

The £1 Brown-Lilac 
Issue Date: 1 Mar. 1877 
Plates: 1 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: multiple inverted s.hamrocks 
Perforation: 15 x 15½ 
Stamp design almost identical to £1 postage stamp but it predates the 
postage stamp by 18 months. 

Scarcity: Mint stamps #33, used stamps #8 (Pinwill census) 

Actual colour chosen for this value 

__ , ;.l l f.( )' . 

' ' ' , ' • ,, . 
E 

1877 £1 perforated brown-lilac, BC, specimen type 11 SPECIMEN overprint. 
1877 £1 irnperf. pale ultramarine colour trial, AJ, with type 8 SPECIMEN overprint 
1877 £1 imperf. slate blue colour trial, AJ, with type 8 SPECIMEN overprint. 
1877 £1 imperf. Dull mauve colour trial, block of four, CH-DI, with type 8 SPECIMEN 
overprint. Scarce multiple. 

£1 Die Proofs - No Proofs 

1. Oct 20 1876 - 1 
2. Oct 23 1876 - 3 
3. Oct 26 1876 - 2 
4. Oct 27 1876 - 4 
5. Oct 30 1876 - 6 
6. Oct 31 1876 - 2 
BEFORE HARDENING 
7. Nov 2 1876 -6 
BEFORE HARDENING 
8. Nov 10 1876 -1 
AFTER HARDENING 

The post office 
issued their 
telegraph stamps in 
the same colour as 
the corresponding 
postage stamp value. 
Where no postage 
value existed, the 
post office created 
colour trials for these 
values. 

Nov 21 1S7G. 

Manchester (AD) 
16 Oct 1877 

Manchester (CR) - fuJl T.M.B./G.P.O. 
19 Sept 1878 

Glasgow (DQ) 
5 Dec 1878 

March 1877 

1877 £ 1 Die Proof in black, 
showing "BEFORE 
HARDENING" and dated 
''Nov 2, 1876". This is the 
penultimate of eight die 
proof dates listed for this 
value, the final die proof 
dated 10th November, 
"After Hardening". 

Belfast (BM) 
7 Mar 1878 

Parliament House (BC) 
4 Nov 1878 

Carrick on Shannon (BA) 
19 Dec 1880 
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Section 4.6 Post Office Second Issue 

The £5 Orange 
Issue Date: 1 Mar. 1877 
Plates : 1 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: multiple shamrocks (sideways inverted) 
Perforation: 15 x 15½ 
Stamps printed on same paper as £1 value. £ l sheets rotated anticlockwise 
giving a sideways shamrock on the sheet of 56 stamps (14 x4) but for the £5 
value the sheet was rotated clockwise giving a sideways inverted shamrock. 

Scarcity: Mint stamps #33, used stamps #8 (Pinwill census) 

liov 10, 187~ 

£5 Die Proofs - No. of Proofs 

1. Nov8 1876 - 4 
2. Nov9 1876 -6 
3. NovlO 1876 - 8 
4. Nov14 1876 - 6 
5. Nov 15 1876 -10 
6. Nov 16 1876 -5 BEFORE HARDENING 
7. Nov 17 1876 -3 
8. Nov 17 1876 -5 BEFORE HARDENING 

l Specimen (AG) Type I 0 

1876 £5 Die Proof 
printed in black, on 
white glazed card 
(92mm x 60mm) and 
dated ''Nov 10, 1876". 
Plate number and corner 

Five Pound Orange Stamps 
~c: 

Aberystwith (CM) 
24 July 1878 

One of only two known 
examples used m 
Wales, both m 
Aberystwith. 
Cancelled with boxed 
T.M.B./G.P.O. and 
CDS ffi24 78. 

1877 £5 imperf. Colour Trial in Gold, letter BF. The cost 
of printing gold was estimated at 4d to 6d per stamp which 
was much too expensive to be adopted. The top half of the 
trial sheet (AA to DG) received no specimen overprint. 

1877 £5 imperf. Colour Trial in slate-blue, letter BC 
Specimen type 11 overprint. 

1877 £5 imperf. Colour Trial in dull mauve, letter D 
Specimen type 8 overprint. 

March 1877 

l 

Glasgow (CA) 
17 May 1878 

verness 
12 April 1882 

London (AB-AD) 
22 January 1878 

Vertical strip of 
three used £5 orange 
telegraph stamps 
(lettered 
AB,AC,AD), 
cancelled 
London/Western 
Office with CDS JA 
22 78 and boxed 
T.M.B /G.P.O. 
Only used multiple 
of three known to 
exhibitor. 
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5.1 Transition Away frorn Telegraph Stamps Half Pence Orange Stamps April 1880 
I 

The ½d orange was the last of the Post Office telegraph 
stamps, it was required to meet the charges on some 
foreign telegraph rates. In order to avoid any delay, it 
was decided to issue this value with the same design as 
the Id stamp. The ld Plate 5 which was unused, was 
adapted for this value with the "One Penny" removed 
and replaced with "Half Penny". There were 1812 
sheets (434,880 stamps) printed but these were not in 
use for very long. All telegraph stamps were withdrawn 
on 1st November 1881. 

li 
' . 

Plate S block of six (AJ-BL). Sheet 
margin has current number 484. 

Buckland, Oxfordshire (IA-ID), 29 Sept 1880 

The ½d Orange 
Issue Date: 1 April 1880 
Plates : 1 (Plate 5 from ld issue) 
Printer: De La Rue 
Watermark: shamrock 
Perforation: 14 

Scarcity: 
Mint stamps #1, 
Used stamps #13 
(Pinwill census) 

■ 

Plate 5 strip (AA-AC). Sheet 
margin has plate number 5. 

·-
Edinburgh (RC-RD)J 

26 Oct. 1881 

Greenfield, York, MF-NG 
13 Aug 1881 

Belfast FD 
5 May1880 

Burlington Hse 
26 Dec 1881 

Aberdeen PA 
26 Dec 1881 

Omagh BI 
20 Jan 1882 

Highest multiple recorded used 
(one of four blocks of 4 kno""n) 

L __ _ 

TELE C · RAP H S 

Plate 5: Mint corner block of 35 (AA-GE), overprinted 
"SPECIMEN", type 9. Sheet margin has plate number 5. 

~ 

vPI/Cb~ 
9~~~~ 

g ~ A',,.__,,,.J" 

Half pence telegraph stamp used postally to pay the printed matter rate, 
used at Forfar, Scotland to Edinburgh on 1 Feb. 1884. At this point the 
Post Office had reverted to using postage stamps to pay the telegraph rates. 
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Section 5.2 Military Telegraph Stamps MILITARY OVERPRINTS 1884/1885 
The Military Telegraph Stamps - Used in Sudan & Egypt 
As the use of telegraph stamps declined, the one important area of growth was the use of telegraph stamps in a military context. These were generally "used by the British Forces abroad". The "Field Electric Telegraph Train, 
Royal Engineers" was established as early as 1866 and the telegraph was to become an essential part of the military armaments, due to the changing nature of the battlefront. The first set of military telegraph stamps was not 
issued until 1884. These were revenue stamps overprinted with "MILITARY TELEGRAPHS and were granted after Col. Webber, Director of the Royal Engineers, personally applied to the Controller of Stamps at Somerset 
House for a set of telegraph stamps. The initial values issued were ld, 3d, 6d, 1/-, 2/-, 5/-, 10/- and £1 values, overprinted by De La Rue on 11 September 1884, for use on thel 884 Nile Expedition (failed attempt to prevent 
Khartoum, which was under attack, to be overrun). Two further values, 2d and 8d. were not issued at this time. 

SPECIMEN 9 
ONEPENCE 
42 sheets 
5040 stamps 
Perf 13½ 
January 1885 

SPECIMEN9 
SIX PENCE 
45 sheets 
5400 stamps 
Perf 13½ 
January 1885 

SPECIMEN9 
TWO SHILLINGS 
65 sheets 
5460 stamps 
Perf 14 
February 1885 

Ill ' 
f , r 

MH.ITAR~ $ 
r'l'ELECRAPHS ~ 

.___ __ __, 

SPECIMEN9 
FIVE SHILLINGS 
63 sheets 
5292 stamps 
Perf 14 
February 1885 

SPECIMEN 9 
TEN SHILLINGS 
65 sheets 
5460 stamps 
Perf 14 
February 1885 

SPECIMEN9 
ONEPOUND 
85 sheets 
5100 stamps 
Perf 14 
February 1885 

Langmead rates 
the £1 value as 
the scarcest of 
this set, rated 
R2 (50-100 
copies exist). 

The telegraph tariff was 10 piastres per five words but as the stamps had British denominations, it was difficult to manage the charges in Egypt. De La Rue overprinted remaining stocks at the end of 1885 (and the 2d 
and 8d values which had not previously been issued) with "DIME" and "PIASTRES" values (a DIME is 1110th of a PIASTRES). A further printing of 499 sheets of the one shilling value was printed in February 1886, 
also overprinted with piastres and used in the Suakin Expedition. A daily bulletin of the war news was sent by telegraph to all military telegraph stations and a copy was suspended within thirty minutes outside each 
telegraph station. 

SPECIMEN9 
ONE PENCE 
Overprinted 
ONE DIME 
25 sheets 
Perf 13½ 

c,:, = a.a , 
~ ::E .... 

Cl ' 
Sl'l!:CJM.Er. 

MILITARY , 
TELEGRAPHS i 

,I J.~ l £ 

SPECIMEN9 
TWOPENCE 
Overprinted 
TWO DIMES 
25 sheets 
Perf 13½ 

SPECIMEN9 
THREEPENCE 
Overprinted 
FIVE DIMES 
25 sheets 
Perf 13½ 

SPECIMEN 9 
SIXPENCE 
Overprinted 
ONE 
PIASTRE 
25 sheets 
Perf 13½ 

SPECIMEN9 
EIGHTPENCE 
Overprinted 
TWO 
PIASTRES 
25 sheets 
Perf 13½ 

l 
MILITARY 
TELECRAPHS 

- r_J 

SPECIMEN9 
ONE SHILLING 
Overprinted 
FIVE PIASTRES 
398 sheets 
Perf 14 

SPECIMEN9 
TWO 
SHILLINGS 
Overprinted 
TEN PIASTRES 
150 sheets 
Perf 14 

SPECIMEN 9 
FIVE SillLLINGS 
Overprinted 
TWENTY-FIVE 
PIASTRES 
75 sheets 
Perf 14 

TY 
'r 

RY f 
TEiEGRAPH-S ~ 

' ror r'1 1 

SPECIMEN9 
TEN SHILLINGS 
Overprinted 
FIFTY PIASTRES 
25 sheets 
Perf 14 

ONE POUND 
Overprinted 
ONE HUNDRED 
PIASTRES 
25 sheets 
Perf 14 
R3 - 10 to 50 
copies 
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Section 5.2 Military Telegraph Stamps ARMY OVERPRINTS 1895/1896 
The Army Telegraph Stamps - Used in 1895 Ashanti Campaign (Gold Coast) and in the 1899 Boer War, South Africa. 
A new series of eleven stamps was issued for the Ashanti Campaign, similar to the previous set but with "ARMY" replacing "MILT ARY" in the lower tablet. A new Army telegraph cancellation was designed by J.J.Guller, using 
a steel wheel rather than the usual plugs. The British Army used this device as early as 1887. A few Army Telegraph cancellations are known in England while army was on military manoeuvres but are extremely rare. There were 
1047 British Army telegraph offices operational at one time during the South African campaign but only 147 permanent offices. The cancellation remained in use up to World War I, again with some usage in England. 

" 
,. ,. r.r r ., 

ONE PENCE TWO THREE SIX PENCE EIGHT ONE TWO FIVE TEN ONE FIVE POUNDS 
39 sheets PENCE PENCE 24 sheets PENCE SHILLING SHILLINGS & SHILLINGs SHILLINGs POUND 9 sheets 
Perf 13½ 23 sheets 49 sheets Perf 13½ 18 sheets 44 sheets SIX PENCE 9 sheets 9 sheets 14 sheets Perf 14 
Nov. 1895 Perf 13½ Perf 13½ Nov. 1895 Perf 13½ Perf 14 9 sheets Perf 14 Perf 14 Perf 14 Oct. 1900 

Nov. 1895 Oct. 1896 Aug. 1896 Nov. 1895 Perf 14 Nov. 1895 Nov. 1895 Nov. 1895 R3 - 10 to 50 copies 
Nov. 1895 

Printed in sheets of 120, with ten horizonal rows of twelve each. Each stamp had a lower blank 
tablet to receive the overorint of the intended revenue service. Initial orint run listed above. Printed in sheets of 84, with seven horizontal rows of twelve each. Each stamp had a lower blank 

tablet to receive the overprint of the intended revenue service. Initial print run listed above. 

HGNALS. No. of Messag~ -- ..... . 

(X) 
This mes •·· ··· ········ ··· 

Strip of three ONE PENCE stamps on telegraph 
piece. Dated 29 Jun 1998. Cancel has letters R & H 
for Rotherham, Yorkshire, used during Army 
manoeuvres in United Kingdom 1896-1899. 

~~'-P""-'1!~~~. ~t~ll~~~~W!~~~ J 

""=~!'~.,.;~-!-' ~~~t":'. I---.-,'~:+.---" ... ~~..........-~...,. i.,.::.;:=~:::::::~~~~ ,rt;' 

Strip of six ONE PENCE stamps on telegraph piece. 
Dated 26 Dec 1899. Cancel has letters MR & M for 
Modder, used during Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902. 

Block of four SIX PENCE 
stamps dated 19 Mar 1900. 
Cancel has letters MR & M for 
Modder, used during Anglo­
Boer War 1899-1902. 

Model 197 t) 

SIX PENCE stamp on 
telegraph piece. Dated 25 Jul 
1900. Cancel has letters S & 
N for Standerton, used during 
Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902. 
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Section 5.2 Military Telegraph Stamps ARMY OVERPRINTS 1896/1900 
The Army Telegraph Stamps- Used in 1895 Ashanti Campaign (Gold Coast) and in the 1899 Boer War, South Africa. Also used during Army manoeuvres in United Kingdom 1896-1900. 

2/6 Value 
only partial date 
(Dec 1899) with 
final letter M, 
likely to be from 
MR & M for 
Modder. Used 
during the Anglo 
Boer War. 

2/6 Value 
Used 18 Nov. 1900, 
with letter code NP 
for Noval's Point. 
Used during Anglo 
Boer War. 

ARMY TELEGRAPH OVERPRINTS 
The ½d vermillion postage stamp was 
overprinted ARMY TELEGRAPHS, with 
first printing on 19 August 1896. The ½d 
green postage stamp was also similarly 
overprinted in 1901. As postage stamps 
were used at this time for telegraph 
transmission, these overprinted stamps 
were widely used for payment of military 
telegraphs within the United Kingdom, as 
indeed were non overprinted stamps. 
However, these overprinted postage stamps 
were also used during the Boer War in 
South Africa. 

2/6 Value on 
telegraph piece, 
Used 30 Jun. 1900, 
with letter code S 
for Spearman's 
Farm Camp. Used 
during the Anglo 
Boer War. 

5/- Value on 5/- Value on telegraph 
piece, overprinted with 
ONE SHILLING value. 
Used 9 Nov. 1900 with 
letter code MR & M for 
Modder. Used during 
the Anglo Boer War. 
Langmead rates this 
ONE SHILLING BLUE 
overprint as R3 (ten to 
fifty existing). 

telegraph piece, 
Used 28 Jul. 1900, 
with letter code 
ALN for Arundel. 
Used during Army 
manoeuvres in 
United Kingdom 
1896-1899. 

R 

Postage stamps with TELEGRAPH 
overprint on telegraph piece, dated 
28 May 1896 with letter code S & C 
for Stoney Castle army camp, 
Pirbright, United Kingdom. 
Earliest recorded use of this very 
scarce telegraph cancel. 
A.Higson, M.Rutherford, London 
Philatelist, Vol 120, pg 144, 2011. 

10/- Value, stamp and stamp 
on telegraph piece, partial 
dates only but each using letter 
code S for Standerton or 
Spearman's Farm Camp (as 
only one letter of code visible). 
Used during Anglo Boer War. 

Postage stamps without 
TELEGRAPH overprint on 
telegraph piece, dated 30 May 
1899 with letter code S & R for 
Stourbridge army camp, United 
Kingdom. 

£1 Value on telegraph 
piece, dated 19 Nov. 
1900, with letter code 
MR & M for Modder. 
Used during Anglo Boer 
War. 

Postage stamps with 
TELEGRAPH overprint, only 
partial dates but with partial letter 
code A ( one of several UK Army 
camps) and NP for Noval Point, 
used during Anglo-Boer War 
1899-1902. 
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5.3 Transition Away from Telegraph Stamps Inland Transmission Forms 1885 1900 
A.1 Purple 6d Telegraph Form 

A.I . 
The minimum telegram rate reduced to 6d in 1885 and the purple 
embossed postage stamp was issued to reflect this. This form was 
designed to accept 30 words, at a cost of 6d per 12 words and ½d for 
each additional word. 

p 1·efi X -···-········-··················C ocle ......... ·-········ I POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 
..... (Inland Telegrams.) 

Printing moved to by McCorquodale & Co. Ltd.in 1890 and form was 
redesigned to accept 25 words, with tariff unchanged. 

I 

' ' I 

' I 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I - · • •·. 
I 
I 
I ,_ 

Offi ce of O,igin =d Smice lnstcuction, . -·-·. •• Wm"'- .:I At . _· ·~. S: t . M. 

itten at tbe End of the 
e ack of the Form. • 

,. 

Q1Ji~ ~/ p,igio and Sm ice Instrnctioru,. W o,d,. I At ........ , .. ~ ".~., .... , ...... •• 

--••·••••••-•••u· · •••-"•••••• ••••• •••••••••••••• ••--••-.•• --• ••••·••• ... ••••••••-.•••••••• .., 

itt n at tbe End of the 
a . ~ of the For,m. 

------··-···························-·········· 

Used ork 
15 Jan 1890 

. . . . . . 

Office of Orig in ancl Service Instructions. Words. Sent. 

At ... .... .. ... ......... ......... .. 1u . 

···· •··· ·· ··· ·· · · · ············ ·· ···· · · · · · · ··· · ··· · ··· ·· ·· ·· ·· · · ······· ·· · · · · · ··· ··· · · ·· · ······1----1 

Office of Orig in and Service Instr uctions . Words. Sent . 

At ....... .... .. .. .... .. ... .. .. .... :ir. 
· · · · · ·· ·· · · · ····· · ·· · ··· ·· · ·· · · ··· ·· ··•··••· · · · · · · · · ··· · · · · ··· ·· · ········ · · ·· · · · ·· · · ··· ·· · · · · ·1----1 

Charge. To ..... ..... .... .... ...... .. ..... .... . 

By ··· ·· · ·· •·· ·· ········· ·· ·· · ·· · •···· · 

NOT I O E.-'l'his Telegram will be accepted for transmission subject to the Regubtions made pursm, ut to the 2ud Sec:tion 
of the Telegraph Act, 1885, and to the Notice printed at tl!e back hereof. 

w~~ •• TO { 
eo, 
Every 

addit ional 
word 

Every 
word 
te le-

g"aphed 
i s charged 

for, 
whether 

in 
addre.sses 

or text. 

··•· ·· ·········· ········ ········ ·· ··-·· .. .. ... .... . _ .. ... .... .............. .. ... ... ... ... .... ....... ... .......... ... ..... ... ... ..... .... ..... ............ ......... .. .......... ... ... ...... .. .. ...... .... .... ....... ... . 

·· ··········· ····· ·····s ······ ········ ··••····· ····· ··········· ··············· ··•·• •···· ··············· ·········· ······· ················· ···························· ··· ········································· 

FROM ( 
The N ame a.nd Address of the Sender , IF NOT TO BE TELEGH.APHED, should be written in tl,c Space provicleJ ,,t the Ba.ck of the Form. 

(PRlt<TED BY MCCORQUODA LE & CO . L IMITED. ) l,000,000- 3/97 . W t. 

t t the 2uc1 Section 

... ,.1. ......................... . 

...... . ................ · ... .. ......................... -... . 

. ........................... .. ...................... ................. -
....... ...... .... ... ...................................... 

..... ········ .. ··· .. ····· .. .... ... ........ .. ............... ... . 

. .......................... · ......................................... . 

BY MCCO RQUO OALE & co. LIMIT t D.l 

·-·· ·· ·· ···- ···········- ---

·--- ·-··············-····- --······················· 

·-· ·······- ·········---- --

··-··••·······································---

o the.2nd Sect ion of the 
0 AND SONS, P ~ IN~ERS. !L ON DON .) 

...... -··· ············---

•.......... ··-·-·············- --- --

-- ·-· ·••····-··········-~----

o the 2nd Sect ion of the 
RRI ON AN O SONS.. PRINTERS, L ONDON.) 

Top two forms printed by Harrison 
and Sons, London (Printers 1881 to 
1889), for sale singly (dated 3.9.85) or 
as part of a booklet - perforated left 
edge (dated 5.9.85). 

The date plugs were replaced in 1894 with 5 or 9 dot floret 
circles and the 6d purple design was further enhanced to 
remove the floret circles in 1896. 

Lower three fo1ms printed by McCorquodale & Co. Ltd (Printers 1890 to 1910). First is a specimen 
with date plugs 2.5.92 (for sale singly), second has the date plugs replaced with nine dot florets and 
final form has florets completely removed (later wo with rouletted edge, sold in booklets of 20). 
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5.3 Transition Away from Telegraph Stamps Stock Exchange &Foreign Transmission Forms 1885 - 1900 
---------- -

--~~~~--C.C"-----C:.-'--=-C"-.--=-__c-=---"-=:_ --- --=-==-=-=:~==----=-=---=--=-======--.:=---============~ 
I = Al~ POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 

Form for Inland Telegmms forwarded 
from Stock Exchange Offices only. 

Prefix WORDS. CHARGES. 

8. d. 
Code} Telegram • # ••••••• 

Time 
Reply ... 

Sent a Extra } 

To 
Copies 
Porterage 

••••••••• 
By Tot.al ... .. .. . . 

The !Tame and Add.ess of the Sender, or ,either of them, if_to_ be telegraphed, ~ll!lt be ~writte~ at the End of J_......., __ 

Al~ POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 

Form for Inland Telegrams forwarded 
from Stock Exchange Offices only. 

Prefix--~----f 

Code t. 11ime f - ----1 

Sent at--- --, 

To-------. 

By·---------i 

WORDS. 
CHARGES. 

s. d. 
Telegram ....... . . 
Reply ........ ... . 

EJ;;fes} ..... .. . . 
Porterage ........ . 

--- , 
Total ......... 

Th Name and Address of the Sender, or either of them, if to be telegrnplied,.must be written at the End of 
thee Message: if not t o be telegl'aphed, they should be written in the Space provided at the Back _of the Form. 

12 

~:,- To{ 
additional ---- ---- - - --- - --------------- -------· -

word 

Every 
word 
tele-

graphed 
is charged 

for 
whethe1· 

in 
addresses 

The A S/E Form was developed for fast communication of stock movements, but could only be 
used at designated post offices within the stock exchange buildings. The 6d stock exchange form 
was introduced on 1st October 1885 with date plugs. Upper form was printed by Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, London (Printers from 1889 to 1895) with date plugs (20.4.92). Lower form 
printed by Wyman & Sons, London (Printers 1895 to 1900) with date plugs removed 

; A_j. 1 POST OFFICE 
l ·"· 

TELEGRAPHS. Counter No. l 
of Telegram J ······················--········· 

Prefix. 
FOREIGN AND COLONIAL TELEGRAMS. 

(Telegrams by the North Amer:ica.n Cables excepted.) 

Foreign No. Words. Code. 

Sent 

At ~ 

To 

Via 

Office of Origin and Service Instructions. 

For Postage Stamps. 
T!te Stamps 1t11tst be affixed b.1/ t!te Sender. 

.A.11thori1.ed .A.bbrevi,.tions charged 118 one word-
RP Reponse payee = Reply pa.id . 
TC = Telegramme Coll,.tionnl! = Repetition ~aid, 
FS = Faire suivre = Telegram t,, toll<lw. 
CR = Accust\ de reception = Notice~• dciivery pa.id. 

(A Receipt for the Cliarges on this 'f elegram 
can be obtained, price Twopence.) 

Charge. 
d. 

Foreign No. ................. POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. ~fT~i!!
1
~:}···· .. .. .. .......... . . 

0 A 11 FOREIGN AND COLONIAL TELEGRAMS. (Telegrams by the North Amerioan Cables excepted.) 

Prefix. ' Words. Code. Charge. Sent Space for E xcess Stamps. 
£ s. cl. At ··•·•·······• ·· ....... M . 

Office of Origin and Ser,ice Instructions. To ................... ...... . 

By .............................. . 

Notice.-The followin g telegram is accepted by the .:Postmais ter•q-eneral for transm~sion st~bject to the Re.~ulations 
as to Foreign Telegra ms, made pursuant to the 2nd section of the 'lelegraph Act, 1880, provided that the R eqi1cst at 
the foot of the Telegram is previously signed by the Sender. 
The Sende r·s Name and Address, or either of them, if to be telegraphed, must be written at the end of tbe Telegram. 

To{ 

I request that the above Telegra1;0 may be fo.rwarded [via"' J subject to the Conditions 
which are printed on the back hereof, and by which I agree to be bound. 

Simature and Address of Sender ( not to be telegrai:Jhed) 
0 

* This space is to be filled up only if there are alternative routes. For routes, see the Table of Charges foi- Foreign Telegrams in the Post Omce Guide. 
WYMAN AND SONS. LIMITED, PRINTERS, LONDON. 100,000. 2/98. • 

The A S/M 1 Form was used for foreign and colonial telegrams, where the minimum charge was 1 0d. 
The pale blue embossed indica was introduced in 1889 but replaced with the brown indicia in May 1892, 
and with a smaller format form in March 1895. 
Upper Form: Printed by Eyre & Spottiswoode & Sons, London (Printers 1889 to 1895) .. 
Lower Form printed by Wyman & Sons, London (Printers 1895 to 1900), this batch printed Feb 1898 
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Section 6.1 National Telephone Company Ltd. 
The telephone was invented in 1874 by Alexander Graham Bell and "The National Telephone 
Company Ltd." was established two years later in Great Britain using Bell's invention, but 
competing aggressively at the time with the "Edison Telephone Company". Both companies 
merged in 1880 to form the "United Telephone Co. Ltd." . 
The National telephone Company Ltd. was operational in cities of Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Ulster and several parts of Scotland. The company issued telephone stamps in 1884 to allow 
non-subscribers to make public calls in their company offices. Stamps were intended to be fixed 
to a call-sheet according to the price of the telephone call. The National Telephone Company 
bought over the smaller companies and operated most exchanges in Great Britain and Ireland 
by 1890, with the exception of the inter city lines (trunk calls) which were operated by the Post 
Office. The company also had to pay a line rental of £10 per mile to the Post Office, as the 
1869 Telegraph Act defined the term telegraph as " a wire or wires used for the purpose of 
telegraphic communication". 
Five stamps were issued; Id (grey-black), 3d (red-brown), 4d (blue), 6d (green), 1/-s (brown). 
The stamps had a portrait of Col. Robert Raynsford Jackson (Chairman of the National 
Telephone Company) which caused considerable offence at the time of issue, due to the 
omission of a portrait of Queen Victoria and they were officially asked to withdrawn from use 
in 1891 at the request of the Post Master-General. 
The success of the telephone service was the first step in the decline of the telegraph system 
with its faster means of communication, without the restriction of limited words. 

Above: 1984 Sheetlet of 12 ld stamps 
(Perf 12), printed by Maclure, MacDonald 
& Co, Glasgow. 

Above: Used l d stamps at 
Glasgow (top, manuscript 
cancel) and Edinburgh (lower, 
heavy purple printed cancel 
with "ED" of Edinburgh). 

Right: Bill from National 
Telephone Company, 
Edinburgh Office, to be 
paid to the Post Office, 
posted 13 Dec. 1900. 

The Beginning of the End ld 1884 

POSTAL TELEGRAPHS, &~. 

~ ........ , ........................ J ... , .................... ............. - ..... -• ............................ .. 

I .. 
............................. T ................................ ,'. .................. Exchange 

Y «/4Jot~; ~- .... ? 17' ff t"-....... -.... . 

i.r.co1tnt of POST OFFICE F .EES incurred for Trunk Calls, Postal Telegrams, 

and other facilities through THE NATIONAL TELEPHO~ COMPANY'S System. 
I 

Payable at the Oomp&ny's District Office : 90a., George Street, EDINBURGH. 

I DATE. 
TRUNK FEES. TELEGRAMS. 

POS'~AL 

.. ~ ~. -

1 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
13 
14 
15 

,... .. .... .. .. .. . . . . .. -~ .. ··-
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
23 

24 
25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

. I 
I 

J 

I 

1 
...... 1 

I 
I 

F ACILITIE ;, . 

\·········· •••• 
I, ............. ·· - -

Jafional fil: .dqignn.e i amµmru-, J hnifrh. r···· ·- . ..... .. . 

Eclinburgh District Office, 

No.}1797 
burgh.. 

l . . .. 

'··-·· ·-··-
I 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
12 .. 
13 
14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
23 

24 

25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

d. 

I 

.l 

Stamps will not be received in pa.yment if Account is over 1/-. - 62 
N .B.-This Account must be paid withirl Seven Days. 

/ ------~---' 



Section 6.2 National Telephone Company Ltd. 1878 3d, 6d 1884 & 4d 1886 

Sheets of 12 stamps, Perf. 12, National Telelphone Company Ltd. : 3d (red-brown), 4d (blue) and 6d (pale green) values. Sheets originally printed in larger foolscap sheets of nine mini sheets (3 rows of 3 sheets), guillotined into 
sheets shown below, for delivery. Sheets printed in 1884, except 4d value in 1886, by Maclure. MacDonald & Co, Glasgow. There are two distinctive colour shades for the 6d value and it has been proposed that the myrthe-green 
shade may be a later printing due to shortage of this value. Stamps printed by the photographic gelatine process of collotyping. 
Stamps were issued as the company needed to keep a strict record of revenues, as their contract with the Post Office meant that the Post Office received 10% of the cost for use of the telegraph lines on trunk (inter-city) calls. 

3d Stamp Sheetlet. (1884) 

National Telephone Co. 
Ltd. Printings: 

1 d 122, 196 stamps 
3d 124,800 stamps 
4d 22,800 stamps 
6d 95,840 stamps 
1/- 61,032 stamps 

3d. Unusual cancel reads 
"Subject to sufficient 
support being obtained". 

3d, Dundee cancels, last 
stamp dated 13 Oct 1890 

4d Stamp Sheetlet (1886) 

4d Kirkcaldy 
cancel. 

4d TELEPHONE 
cancel. 
No location. 

6d Stamp Sheetlet (1884) 

6d Dundee 
cancel 

6d cancel reads: 
CORPORATE CERTIFIED 

Wide variety of shades in the 
6d value, clearly divided into 
olive-green and myrtle-green. 

6d TELEPHONE 
cancel. 
No location. 
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Section 6.2 National Telephone Company Ltd78 1/- 1884 & Dundee Bisects 1890/1891 Epilogue 

The 1/- sheet was also printed by Maclure, MacDonald & Co., Glasgow. A shortage of the 6d stamps in 1890/ 1891, led to the 1/- value being bisected and used as a 6d value. These were required in order to determine the fee due to 
the Post Office for use of the telegraph lines (10% of revenue from all trunk calls). These bisects were stuck in a numbered 50 position call sheet, with each position cancelled and usually dated. Subscribers to the telephone service, 
simply had to sign the call sheet while non subscribers had to purchase the relevant stamps, depending on duration of call. 

1/- Stamp Sbeetlet (1884) 

4d London 
29Mar 1883 

l0dLondon 
2 Mar 1901 

1/- Southampton 
27 Dec 1893 

Used 1/- stamps . Top 
stamp cancelled with 
"BUR" of Edinburgh 
and bottom stamp 
dated 3 April 1888. 

Epilogue 

Dated 23, 29 and 31 Dec 
1890. Two stamps have 
manuscript 288 (officer 
designation). 

Dated 31 Oct 
1890 and 2 Nov 
1890. Stamps have 
manuscript 866 
(officer 
designation). 

Dated 1, 4 and 12 Oct. 
1890. Stamps have 
manuscript 388 or 
590, each followed 
with letter "D". 

Numbered 
positions on 
tally sheet 
clearly visible 
Top: No 2 
Bottom: No 11, 
with 16 below 
-rows of 5. 

The Military and telephone adhesive stamps were the last to be directly linked to Telegraph development. The postal stationery items continued as shown 
but with relevant reigning Royal Head. By 1901 the telegraph stamps had been replaced with their postage equivalents, as shown below. However, the first 
major step towards the decline of the telegraph was the development of the telephone, which was an even faster means of communication. The Post Office 
eventually took over the telephone service in 1912 and proceeded to promote both communication tools on an equal basis. 

1/- Cork 
6 Jui 1894 

2/6 Lincoln 
24 Sept 1891 

2/6London 
26 Jan 1893 

5/- Manchester 
28May 1889 

5/- Birmingham 
26 Apr 1892 

10/- Manchester 
31 May 1889 

£1 Birmingham 
2Nov 1883 
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