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first Day Gover Gollection 2011

Stamps commemorative FDC issued for 2011. Included in this are Women'’s Rights,

Ireland’s National Parks and the Centenary of the birth of Brian O’'Nolan. The First Day
Cover collection contains 20 commemorative FDCs and includes 3 FDCs with minisheets.
Priced at €60 and housed in an attractive presentation box, this collection is a great way to
round up the full wealth of covers from 2011.

This year’s collection of our First Day Covers is the perfect way to acquire every Irish




DEAR

COLLECTOR...

In this issue, as we roll into autumn and say goodbye to
summer for another year, we take a look at people and
events that have shaped Ireland over the years.

Ireland's rich biodiversity is celebrated on page 6. Two
stamps from Phase One of the Irish Animals and Marine Life
Seventh Definitive series are now available on a coil.

On page 8 we celebrate the centenary of the birth of Irish
novelist Brian O’Nolan, who became famous as much for his
use of pseudonyms as for his satirical take on Irish life.

On page 10, you'll find many Christmas traditions and three
stamps that celebrate Christmas.

We also go back in time to the very first broadcast of RTE
—which will be fifty years old this New Year’s Eve. You can
read all about those celebrations, how life changed with
the introduction of TV and the stamps we've launched to
commemorate this event on page 12.

You can read all about two of the most valuable stamps
around on page 16, that hail from the small, sunny island
of Mauritius.

Don't forget to check out Last Chance Saloon for the chance
to get your hands on any of the stamps that you may have
missed out on over the year.

Clare Walsh,
Marketing Executive,
Irish Stamps

STAMPA

The STAMPA National Stamp
Exhibition, in conjunction
with the October Coin Fair
and The Over 50’s Show
takes place in the RDS on 21
- 23 October. This year is the
40th STAMPA Exhibition, so
you can expect a significant
birthday party atmosphere
as well as trade stands, the
competition displays and of
course, An Post with a wide
range of their products.
Doors open 11am - 6pm and
admission is €5.

Stampex 2011

Stampex 2011 presents a
wide range of collectibles,
including stamps, postcards
and other items. The show
is a unique opportunity to
explore amazing stamp
collections and interact
with a huge number of
leading suppliers, dealers,
wholesalers and resellers.
Stampex 2011 took place
on the 14 September in the
Business Design Centre

in London.



On 30 June, two former death row
prisoners, Peter Pringle and Sunny Jacobs,
unveiled the new 55c stamp at the GPO.
They encouraged Irish people of all ages
to support Amnesty International’s
campaign to end the death penalty, saying:
“Something as simple and as powerful

as writing a letter can help save a life. It
can give hope to the forgotten prisoners,
men and women held in jails and torture
chambers around the world”.

Amnesty International is a worldwide
movement with close to three million
members in over 150 countries worldwide.
It tirelessly campaigns for internationally
recognised human rights for all, regardless
of political or religious affiliations and was
founded on May 28, 1961, by British lawyer,
Peter Beneson. In 1962, the Irish section of
Amnesty International was launched and
currently has 15,000 members.

After spending 17 years on death row in the
United States, Sunny Jacob’s conviction was
overturned and in 1992, she was released.

Amnesty

Peter Pringle was convicted in 1980 and
released 15 years later after his conviction
too, was overturned.

Colm O’Gorman, executive director of
Amnesty International Ireland said: “For
our anniversary year, we're urging people
to help make Europe a death penalty free
zone. Belarus is the last European country
that carries out executions and by sending
a letter today you can help stamp out the
death penalty.”

The stamp which was created by Zinc
Design features the Amnesty International
logo comprising of barbed wire,
representing oppression and a burning
candle evoking hope.

The stamp may be purchased at
www.irishstamps.ie, at the GPO, Dublin, main
Post Offices or by phone at (01) 705 7400.

international



Cork Stamp & Coin Exhibition

The annual Cork Stamp & Coin Exhibition
will take place from 10.30am to 4.00pm
Saturday, November 19 at The Imperial
Hotel, South Mall, Cork. An Post and leading
Irish stamp and coin dealers will attend.

Admission will be €3.00 for adults and
accompanied children will be admitted free
of charge. Expert dealers will provide free
valuations of stamps, coins and medals.

Of special interest to collectors attending

this year’s Cork Stamp & Coin Exhibition
will be the two souvenirs available. First is
a special souvenir booklet limited to 350
copies, second is an overprinted sheetlet
that will be limited to 500 mint copies
and 500 copies cancelled by the pictorial
exhibition cancel. All enquiries to Padraig
O’Shea, Raven Stamps, 12C Washington St.
West, Cork. You can also contact Padraig at
sales@ravenstamps.com or by phone at
087 257 4309.

International Events

1 October —International Stamp and Coin Fair — Antwerpen — Belgium
13 October — ASDA National Postage Stamp Show — New York — USA

3-5 November — Philatex — London

Seventh Definitive Series
Irish Animals and
Marine Life

The national stamp booklet for the Seventh
Definitive Series Irish Animals and Marine
Life has recently been issued. It contains ten
national self - adhesive stamps and is priced
at €5.50.

1 NATIONAL
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Stamp Suggestion Programme 2014

Collectors, please remember we are
interested in getting your suggestions for
the Stamp Suggestion Programme 2014.
If you have an idea that youd like to be
considered, simply send your suggestion

to us at: Stamp Suggestion Programme
2014, Ground Floor, An Post, GPO, O'Connell
Street Lower, Freepost, Dublin 1. The closing
date for receipt of suggestions is the end of
March 2012.



INTRODUCTION ‘OF IRI 'H
ANIMALS AND MARINI "I.lFE
STAMP COIL

Here in Ireland, we have a remarkably
rich biodiversity for such a small island. 99

As an island, our biodiversity is a unique
and delicate balance that has taken
thousands, if not millions of years to
create. That’s why, it’s essential to protect
and maintain our biodiversity as much
as possible, for it is only through such

a richness of life on Earth that we

can survive.

It is often overlooked that animals not only
depend on biodiversity for survival, but
that we as humans, depend on it just as
much. For example, we depend on plants
and trees to provide us with oxygen and
the plants and trees depend on us to give
them the carbon dioxide that they need in
order to survive.

However, protecting Ireland’s biodiversity
is easier said than done. Thanks to the
massive amounts of new properties and
roads that were constructed in recent
years, many habitats of plants and animals
were destroyed and with them, the rich
biodiversity on which we all depend.

In 2002 Ireland’s National Biodiversity
Plan was unveiled. It requires local
authorities and government departments
to make local biodiversity action plans to
ensure that our biodiversity is protected
at all costs. After all, it is up to all of us

to ensure that our biodiversity not only
remains intact but also thrives for future
generations to enjoy and benefit from in
the years to come.



Technical details

Date of Issue:
Value:
Design:
Stamp Size:
Colour:

Make-up:
Perforations:
Printing Process:

September 29, 2011
2x55c

Zinc Design Consultants
25mm x 30mm
Multicolour with
phosphor tagging

100 per Coil

13x13

Lithography

Printer: Ashton Potter
Security Printers

[t}

PRODUCT CODE 11DFDC PRICE €2.10

Two stamps designed by Zinc Design
Consultants have been issued from An
Post’s Irish Animals and Marine Life
definitive series. They feature two of the
species that can be found here in Ireland,
one is the Red Squirrel, the other is the
Bottlenose Dolphin. These stamps are
available on a coil.

somersaulting through the air.

The stamps and first day cover were
designed by Zinc Design Consultants. The
first day cover features images of a Sea
Slug and a Golden Eagle and also shows
an example of a coil.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached, by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.

The Red Squirrel has a chestnut coloured
upper body with buff to cream underside,
noticeable ear tufts and fluffy tail and
prefers to reside in woodland that contains
a fair proportion of conifer trees.

The Bottlenose Dolphin is typically 2.8m
— 4min length, extremely active and
noted for bow-riding, breaching and



CENTENARY. OF THE BIRTH OF
BRIAN O’'NOLAN “FLANN O’BRIEN"

‘ ‘ He simply created the many pseudonyms under
which he would eventually become famous. , ,

Brian O’Nolan was a famous Irish novelist.
Known and loved for his satirist style, he
wrote under a number of pseudonyms, the
most notable of which was Flann O’Brien.

O’Nolan was born on 5 October, 1911 in
Strabane, Co. Tyrone. However, he spent
most of his life in Dublin, attending
University College Dublin, where he
became active in the Literary and Historical
Society and contributed to the student
magazine Comhthrom Féinne.

In 1935, he entered the Civil Service,
becoming a Private Secretary to the
Minister for Local Government and later a
Principal Officer for town planning. Ireland
was in the grips of poverty at the time, so

a job as a civil servant was considered both
prestigious and financially secure. This

was just as well, given that his father died
suddenly from a massive stroke, leaving
O’Nolan to provide for his ten siblings and
their mother, practically by himself.

The Irish civil service of the time was

strictly apolitical, meaning employees were
prohibited from publicly expressing political
views. Unperturbed, O’Nolan continued to
pursue his love of writing. He simply created
the many pseudonyms under which he
would eventually become famous.

For over thirty years, ‘Myles na gCopaleen’
wrote The Irish Times column ‘Cruiskeen
Lawn’, a satirical take on Irish life. As



The image shows the sea at Dalkey, where Flann O'Brien's novel
‘The Dalkey Archive' was based.

testament to his character, allegations
abound that he often wrote - under
another pseudonym of course - into
the Irish Times complaining about his
very own column, which he himself had
written. However, the truth of these
allegations remains to be discovered to
this day.

In 1939, ‘Flann O’Brien’ published his first,
and most popular, novel ‘At Swim - Two

- Birds'. It was highly acclaimed and was
followed by works including ‘The Poor
Mouth’, ‘The Dalkey Archive’and ‘The
Third Policeman’, the popularity of which
rose recently after its association with the
TV show LOST. ‘At Swim - Two - Birds’is
currently being made into a film, directed

Technical details

October 6, 2011
55c (.224m)
Steve Simpson

Date of Issue:
Value & Quantity:
Stamp Design:

Stamp Size: 30.56mm x 38mm
Colour: Multicolour with
phosphor tagging
Make-up: Sheetlets of 16
Perforations: 13.5x13.5
Printing Process: Lithography

Printer: Irish Security
Stamp Printing Ltd.
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PRODUCT CODE 1115FDC PRICE €1.55

by and starring, the famous Irish actor
Brendan Gleeson.

O’Nolan passed away on April 1 1966. Given
his propensity for acquiring pseudonymes,
and his relationship with satire, an exact
bibliography of his writings is hard to
establish. Nonetheless, the work of ‘Flann
O’Brien’ remains popular to this day. To
mark the centenary of the birth of Brian
O’Nolan, Steve Simpson has designed a
stamp featuring a painting of the writer by
his brother Micheal O Nuallin.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached, by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.
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Whether you're a fan of the real thing

or prefer the ease of an artificial one,

the tradition of placing a tree in your
home at Christmas is centuries old. It
became common in Germany during

the 1500s, where they were decorated
with everything from fruit and nuts to
paper flowers and even burning candles.
Christmas lights and tinsel have stood the
test of time as well and continue to make
it onto modern trees worldwide.

Coming from the French word for ‘sparkle’,
tinsel was also created by the Germans
around the 16th century. Originally
formed from strips of silver, it was used

to both make their trees more interesting

and reflect the flickering of the candles
that adorned them.

Candles continued to be placed on
Christmas trees for more than two
centuries until electric lights became
known. London’s Savoy Theatre became the
first building in the world to be lit entirely
by electricity in 1881, it was decorated by
over a thousand “fairy lights’. This quickly
caught on in British homes and spread to
the United States when then President
Cleveland put an electrically lit Christmas
tree in the White House.

This festive season there are three stamps
celebrating Christmas. Two of them are



PRODUCT CODE 1116BK PRICE €13.75

in the ‘Stamps on a Roll’ format and were
created by Design Factory. They feature
modern tree decorations of bright,
colourful baubles and Christmas stars.

The third, which appears in the
promotional booklet, features the

blessed Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus,
making their way to Egypt. Created by
Steve Simpson, the design is based on The
‘Flight into Egypt’ painting by the Flemish
artist, Jan de Beer.

This year’s Christmas Stamp Booklet is
on sale from 10 November at Post Offices
across Ireland. You get 26 self - adhesive
stamps —one FREE stamp included —

Technical details

November 10, 2011

55c Self - adhesive
promotional (26m)

Self - adhesive strip of 2 (20k)
SOAR strip of 2 (20k)

Steve Simpson
(Promotional)

Design Factory (SOAR)

Date of Issue:
Values & Quantities:

Stamp Design:

Stamp Size: 25mm x 30mm
(Promotional)
56mm x 25mm (SOAR)
Colour: Multicolour with
phosphor tagging
Make-up: Booklets of 26

Perforations:
Printing Process:

11 x 11.25 approx. (SOAR)
Lithography (Promotional)
HP Indigo high resolution
digital print (SOAR)

Joh. Enschedé Security
Print (Promotional)

Label Art Ltd. (SOAR)

Printers:
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The Latest
Dates of Posting for
this Christmas are:

Rest of the World — 6 Dec
Europe — 18 Dec
Great Britain — 18 Dec
Ireland — 19 Dec

which can be used for
Christmas cards up
to 100 grams within
Ireland. You can also
use them for Britain, Europe and the rest
of the world by adding the extra postage
due.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached, by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.
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‘ ‘ On New Year's Eve, the much - anticipated
broadcast of the new Irish television service began. , ,

Radio Telefis Eireann (RTE) is the public
service broadcaster of Ireland and one of
the oldest continuously operating public
service broadcasters in the world. While
the radio service began in 1926, regular
television broadcasts began in style on
31 December 1961.

On New Year's Eve, the much - anticipated
broadcast of the new Irish television
service began. The first person to address
the captivated television audience was
Eamon de Valera. The President’s speech
reflected the uncertainty amongst his
people as to what this new medium might
bring. He admitted to feeling “somewhat

afraid” and likened the power of television
to that of atomic energy, which could be
“used for incalculable good but can also do
irreparable harm”.

Once the formalities of the evening —an
address from An Taoiseach, Sean Lemass
and a benediction of the blessed sacrament
by the Archbishop of Dublin —were
completed, the celebrations really got
under way.

Footage was aired of the famous visit to
Ireland by the hugely popular Prince Rainier
and Princess Grace of Monaco. It included
images of the thousands who turned out
to see the former Hollywood star and



her husband. The first ever news bulletin

followed, read by Charles Mitchel, since
established as Ireland's most recognised
newscaster.

The celebrations continued with poetry
reading, music and songs from guests
including Maureen Potter. However, the
highlight of the night was an audacious
live broadcast from the Gresham Hotel

in Dublin. Cameras captured the lucky
VIPs invited to dine and dance in the
magnificent ballroom and also the public
who had gathered to dance outside on
O’Connell Street despite the heavy snow.
The historic night was brought to a close
by Eamonn Andrews, a man who would go

Technical details

Date of Issue:
Value & Quantities:

November 24, 2011
3 x 55c Se-tenant strip

of 3(.336m)
Design: Ger Garland
Stamp Size: 40.64mm x 29.79mm
Colour: Multicolour with
phosphor tagging
Make-up: Sheetlets of 12
Perforations: 15x 14
Printing Process: Lithography
Printer: Irish Security Stamp
Printing Ltd.
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PRODUCT CODE 1117FDC PRICE €2.65

on to become one of Ireland’s most popular
presenters.

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
first broadcasts of RTE, Ger Garland has
designed three stamps featuring TVs and a
hand - held device, which evoke a sense of
the Past, Present and Future. On the screens
are iconic images of The Late Late Show
host Gay Byrne, children’s TV presenter,
Emma O’Driscoll, on the set of Hubble and
renowned newsreader, Anne Doyle.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached, by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.
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PRODUCT CODE 11YB PRICE €57.00

IRISH AND INTERNATIONAL

Irish Year Book and Year Pack

The Irish Stamp Year Book 2011

Packed full of interesting stamp issues including
The Solheim Cup, The Year of Craft in Ireland,
Amnesty International’s 50th Anniversary and
The Centenary of the Irish Amateur Boxing
Association to name just a few, this year's Irish
Stamp Year Book 2011 is one worth having.

Designed by Ger Garland and produced by
specialist philatic printer Prinz Verlag, this 55
paged book has the stamp and minisheet
mount positioned alongside subject
information, technical details and cancels and
is the perfect gift for anyone interested in the
culture and heritage of Ireland.

Alimited edition of 1,500 copies of The Irish
Stamp Year Book 2011 are available for purchase
alongside 125 luxury edition copies. Both

PRODUCT CODE 11YP PRICE €30.00

editions are much in demand by collectors, so
avoid disappointment and order yours today.

Commemorative Stamp Year Pack 2011

All our Commemorative Stamps from 2011 are
available in a single, high - quality pack with The
Year of Craft 2011 and The Irish Horse being just
two of the many stamps featured. Each stamp
not only comes mounted, it's also accompanied
by interesting background information.

The pack contains material from 17 stamp
issues throughout the year and is available from
24 November, priced at just €30.

International Year Books and Year Packs 2011

The UN 2011 Annual Collection

The UN 2011 Annual Collection contains
collection folders of single mint stamps and
souvenir - sheets from places such as New York,
Geneva and Vienna. Background information on



PRODUCT CODE 11BELYB €106.00
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PRODUCT CODE 11CPYB €48.00

each issue is provided in English, French
and German and includes profiles of the
artists involved.

Although the mint stamps and souvenir - sheets
are not affixed inside the albums, spaces and
mounts have been provided for that purpose.
Printed in full colour, the albums will be released
on 13 October.

Collection Canada 2011

From fairytale weddings and legendary sports
heroes to an exciting new stamp series,
Collection Canada 2011 has it all. Packed full
of every Canadian stamp design issued in
2011 plus a special ten - page Royal Wedding
feature and of course, splendid illustrations
and photography, it would make a unique gift
for someone you love or just for yourself as a
treasured keepsake.

PRODUCT CODE 11UNYP PRICE €16.50

The Belgian Year Book 2011 and the Belgian
Year Pack

The Belgian Year Book 2011 is full to the brim
with all the stamps and souvenir - sheets issued
in 2011 with the exception of the Definitive
issues. In the Year Pack, the Definitive stamps
are included as standard.

Every single self - adhesive stamp is represented
in both the Year Book and the Year Pack, with
each available as a complete booklet, a strip of
five, a pair or as singles. Pictures and detailed
information about each issue are also included,
with each of the stamps, sheetlets and booklets
available in their own protected place.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached or by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 from date of issue.
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Billed as two of the rarest stamps in the
world, these Mauritius “Post Office” stamps
were first introduced in September 1847,
by the British Colony in Mauritius. Produced
in two denominations —an orange - red

one penny and a deep blue two pence, their
name comes from the fact that the first
ones issued had the words “Post Office” on
them. In the next issue however, those words
became “Post Paid” and it was this small
change in letters that led to their renowned
reputation in the philatelic world.

In 1838, a young British stowaway called
Joseph Osmond Barnard arrived on the island
of Mauritius. Barnard was an engraver and
the Mauritius “Post Office” stamps were to
become his legacy. Both stamps, which he

engraved, bear the profile head of Queen
Victoria. Five hundred of each value were
printed and issued on September 21, 1847.
Many of them were then used on invitations
sent out by the wife of the Governor of
Mauritius for a ball she was holding that
weekend. The stamps were printed using
the intaglio method (recessed printing) and
bear Barnard’s initials “JB” at the lower right
margin of the bust.

The words “Post Office” appear in the left
panel, but on the following issue in 1848,
these words were replaced by “Post Paid.”
Alegend later arose that the words “Post
Office” had been an error and many tales
were recounted of why exactly the mistake
had been made. In fact, all of these stories




have proven to be false. There was no error,
Barnard simply engraved the words “Post
Office” in the first issues of the stamps
because it was the legal denomination of the
government department concerned.

The stamps first came to the attention of
the philatelic world in 1864 when a Madame
Borchard found copies of the stamps in

her husband’s correspondence. They then
proceeded to pass between dealers and
eventually found their way into the hands of
famous stamp collector Phillip Von Ferrary
who sold them at an auction in 1921.

Down through the years, the stamps have
sold for increasingly large sums with one
of the most famous of all the Mauritius

stamps, the ‘Bordeaux Cover’ which shows
unused copies of both the One Penny and
the Two Pence “Post Office” stamps, fetching
approximately $4 million dollars at an
auction in 1993.

It is generally agreed that only fifteen
examples of the One Penny have survived
(including two unused) and twelve of the
Two Pence (including four unused) to this
day. You can view these two rarest of stamps
in places such as the Blue Penny Museum

in Mauritius or a little closer to home in the
British Library in London.
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Once they’re gone, they won’t be coming back!

Collectors, as you may know, Commemorative Stamps are only on sale for one year from the
date of issue. We are offering you the chance to add products to your collection that you
may not have had the opportunity to obtain during 2010. Please see below details of stamp
issues from 2010 that you may wish to purchase before they are consigned to history.

were  gm TEINE
55¢ :

Centenary of AAIreland

Issue Date: 14 October 2010
Expiry Date: 14 October 2011

Created by Q Design, this stamp commemorates the
centenary of the Automobile Association in Ireland. It
features a photographic image of a saluting AA patrolman
upon a vintage sidecar — a regular gesture that was
required if they saw a motorist sporting the AAs insignia.

Irish Role in Chilean Independence

Issue Date: 28 October 2010
Expiry Date: 28 October 2011

These two stamps mark the bi-centenary of Chile’s
Independence from Spain, successfully fought for by two
Irish men —Bernado O’Higgins and John (Juan) MacKenna.
Created by Ger Garland, they contain paintings of each
leader in their military dress.

Christmas 2010

Issue Date: 4 November 2010
Expiry Date: 4 November 2011

These three stamps by Steve Simpson celebrate the
Christmas season. Two feature the stained glass windows
from Roscommon’s Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
and St. Brigid’'s Church. The third is of an illustration by
Roger O'Reilly of one of the best-known bird species in
Ireland and one very much associated with Christmas, a
European Robin.
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AnPostMuseum

Letters, Lives and Liberty opens the new An

Post Museum in Dublin’s GPO. Situated just off
the Public Office, the exhibition explores the
influence of the Post Office in Ireland and offers
an insight into the role played by Post Office
people in the development of Irish society over
many years. From stamps and stamp collecting to
An Post’s copy of the 1916 Proclamation and the
little-known story of the staff who were actually
in the GPO on Easter Monday, the exhibition is a
unique way to learn about the importance of the
Post Office in Irish life.

www.anpostie/historyandheritage

—_—
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An Post
Van Set

Product Code: 03VANSET
Price: €60.00

An official limited edition collection of five An Post Model Vehicles is available to
purchase from the Philatelic Shop, GPO, Dublin 1. The vehicles featured, which
measure 80mm x 30mm approx. are, the Model T Ford, Horse Drawn Vehicle,

Anglia Van, Transit Bus and VW Transporter. Each of these vehicles featured in the
fleet over the years and has its own legitimate Fleet Number.

The collection is contained in a superb presentation box set. A card showing an
illustration of the General Post Office sits on top of a foam underlay. The models are
housed in five cut-outs making for a delightful set. The collection is limited to 2,500

sets with each one being certificated and individually numbered.

This limited edition collection costs €60 (postage €6.00 within Ireland
and €7.50 rest of the world] and is a mustbuy for model enthusiasts and
collectors alike. Available now from the Philatelic Shop, GPO, Dublin 1,

00353 (1) 705 7400 or online at www.irishstamps.ie.



