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Centenary of the 
Irish Amateur 
Boxing Association
And in the right 
corner…

Europa - Forests
The luscious green 
forests of Ireland

Ireland’s National 
Parks
Exploring Ireland’s 
six National Parks

The Year of Craft 
in Ireland
Celebrating some 
of the best craft 
designers in Ireland

50th Anniversary 
of Amnesty 
International
Marking 50 years 
of human rights 
campaigns
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It is officially spring and what better way to welcome in these 
warmer days and that stretch in the evenings than with a visit 
to Ireland’s National Parks. On page 12, we explore these six 
areas renowned for their beauty and rare fauna and flora.  

We delve into the history of luscious green forests in Ireland on 
page 8, with a visit to Avondale House and Forest- the former 
home of Charles Stewart Parnell and the beautifully restored 
Knockabbey Castle and Gardens in Co. Louth. 

On page 6, we celebrate the Centenary of the Irish Amateur 
Boxing Association and the impact (no pun intended!) it has had 
on Irish sport at home and abroad since it’s foundation in 1911.

Speaking of impact, Amnesty International has been making 
an impact on human rights abuse cases around the world 
since 1961. On page 14, we take a look at how much it has 
achieved in its fifty years of existence. On page 10, to celebrate 
2011 being the year of Craft in Ireland, we introduce you to 
five of Ireland’s leading craft designers/makers who have 
revolutionised the craft industry of Ireland with their works.

Don’t forget to check out Last Chance Saloon for the final 
opportunity to get your hands on stamps such as the Ireland Series 
- High Crosses, two classic children’s tales - The Happy Prince and 
Gulliver’s Travels and the Centenary  of the birth of Máirtín Ó Direáin. 

I hope you enjoy the spring issue of The Collector.

Clare Walsh, 
Marketing Executive, 
Irish Stamps
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President Mary 
McAleese, Patron 
of Ireland’s Year of 
Craft 2011
The Crafts Council of 
Ireland are delighted to 
announce that President 
Mary McAleese is the 
Patron of  Year of Craft 
2011. The President 
has always been an 
enthusiastic and deeply 
informed champion of  
craft in Ireland. 

Best EUROPA 
Stamp Contest
The theme of the 2011 
EUROPA Stamp will be 
'Forest'. Votes will be open 
from 8 May until 7 August 
2011. The announcement 
of the winning stamp 
will take place during 
the PostEurop Plenary 
Assembly to be held on 12 
and 13 October in Turkey.  



The new 55c stamp celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the American Chamber of 
Commerce, Ireland was unveiled by Ireland 
Chief Executive, Joanne Richardson and An 
Post CEO Donal Connell at the American 
Chamber of Commerce’s Dublin headquarters 
in Wilton Place on the 3rd of February.

“This stamp is a fitting tribute to the 
American Chamber’s work as a well-respected, 
well-informed and vocal representative for 
U.S. companies based here in Ireland. U.S. 
companies have contributed significantly 
to Ireland’s economic development over the 
last five decades. In these difficult economic 
times, it is up to all of us involved in business 
to do everything possible to support 
economic recovery and a return to prosperity 
here in Ireland, across Europe and the U.S.,” 
acknowledged Donal Connell. 

Joanne Richardson welcomed the new  
stamp saying “it is a tremendous honour that 
An Post has chosen to celebrate with us, in our 

Golden Jubilee year, with this special tribute. 
This stamp is in recognition of the success 
of our member companies in winning jobs 
and investment for Ireland and highlights the 
critical role that we are playing in Ireland’s 
economic survival and growth into the future. 
Today 600 U.S. companies in Ireland have 
invested $165 billion and employ over 100,000 
people. We are proud to support this positive 
relationship with the United States and look 
forward with optimism to the next 50 years.” 

In January 1961, The American Chamber of 
Commerce Ireland was established to be the 
collective voice for U.S. business in Ireland. 
The Chamber has played host to a number of 
famous faces, including U.S. State Governors 
and U.S. President, Ronald Regan. 

The new stamp by Dublin’s Vermillion  
Design is available to purchase by calling  
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto  
www.irishstamps.ie 

50th Anniversary 
of the American 
Chamber of Commerce
This stamp highlights the critical role that we are playing in Ireland’s economic survival and growth into the future.
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Ireland Series - High Crosses was voted 
Stamp Issue of the Year 2010. The 
names of those who voted were entered 
into a draw to win one of ten prizes.  
The prizes have been issued to the 
winners and consist of eight signed  
First Day Covers. 

Stamp Issue of the 
Year 2010

The Spring Stamp & Coin Show will take 
place on Sunday 17 April in the Clyde Room, 
RDS, Anglesea Road entrance, from 11am to 
5pm. Single admission is €5, family entry is 
€10 and children are more than welcome. 
Dealers in stamps, coins, postcards and 
medals from all over Ireland will attend,  
as well as An Post. 

A limited edition 16-stamp sheetlet with a 
special overprint will be on sale at the door 
for €15. This year the souvenir will be the 

Centenary of the AA Ireland Stamp  
Sheetlet. There will also be a special 
cancellation produced for the event 
featuring St. Patrick’s Tower.

A free expert valuation service for your 
collections of stamps, postcards, coins, old 
letters, medals - in fact any collectable items 
- will be available. All told, this is a must for 
your diary! 

For further information, contact Michael 
Kelly at 086 8714880.

Spring Stamp & Coin Show

The Irish International Coin Fair held on the 
19th and 20th of February, was a vibrant mix 
of not just coins, but all areas of collectables.  
This two-day event brought together the top 
Irish and International dealers in Banknotes, 
Medals, Tokens, Coins, Stamps and post related 
items. Over 2,000 people attended, many 
taking advantage of the free valuations given by 
the top auction houses, with queues forming 
at some stands and many people expressing 
delight at values of their collections.  A steady 

footfall ensured brisk business with the Central 
Bank selling all their stock of the newly issued 
€10 St. Brendan proof coin. One overseas visitor 
expressed his delight at the show stating that it 
appears that the recession is not affecting the 
collecting world over here.

Celebrating their 50th Birthday, the 
Numismatic Society welcomed all members 
and we wish them a very successful Golden 
Jubilee Year.

Irish International Coin Fair
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Barry McGuigan, Steve Collins, Michael 
Carruth, Bernard Dunne, Kenny Egan and 
Katie Taylor. They are just some of the 
finest talent down through the years 
that have represented Ireland at the 
highest level of boxing, including the 
European Amateur Championships, the 
World Amateur Championships and the 
Olympic Games. 

Founded in 1911, the Irish Amateur Boxing 
Association (IABA) is the governing body 
of amateur boxing in Ireland and opened 
the first custom built stadium in the world 
- The National Stadium - in 1939. This has 

been a venue for national and international 
boxing contests for over 60 years. With a 
presence in all 32 counties of Ireland, the 
IABA has in excess of 350 affiliated clubs. 

One of the most notable amateur boxers 
who has come to light in recent years is 
the extremely talented Katie Taylor from 
County Wicklow. To date, she has won the 
European Amateur Championships four 
times and has won the World Amateur 
Championships three times and yet she is 
still in the very early stages of her career. 
She is a shining beacon of inspiration in the 
world of amateur boxing in Ireland.

Centenary of
the Irish Amateur 
Boxing Association

With a presence in all 32 counties of Ireland, 
the IABA has in excess of 350 affiliated clubs.
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In the autumn of 2009, amidst much 
celebration, Muhammad Ali, a true 
boxing legend came to Ireland. The 
man also known as Cassius Clay, arrived 
in Ennis, County Clare to receive the 
Freeman of Ennis honour. Ali’s great 
grandfather left Ennis in the 1800’s 
and settled in Kentucky in America. 
Muhammad Ali only found out about his 
Irish lineage in 2002. 

His visit inspired many young people to 
start their boxing careers and without 
associations such as the Irish Amateur 
Boxing Association to guide them on  

their way, they would be at a real 
disadvantage.

To commemorate the centenary of  
the Irish Amateur Boxing Association,  
Q Design has designed a special stamp. 

These products are available to purchase by 
using the order form attached, by calling  
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto  
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.

Technical details
Date of Issue:	 14 April, 2011
Value & Quantity:	 55c (.224m)
Design:	 Q Design
Stamp Size:	 40.64mm x 29.79mm
Colour:	� Multicolour with 

phosphor tagging
Make-up:	 Sheetlets of 16
Perforations:	 15 x 14
Printing Process:	 Lithography
Printer:	� Irish Security 

Stamp Printing Ltd. 

PRODUCT CODE 1107FDC  Price €1.55
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Ireland’s forests have had a somewhat 
chequered history. Over 6,000 years ago 
the whole island was awash with luscious 
forests and wonderful wildlife. However, in 
the 16th century, with the development of 
industrialisation, the plantations of Ireland 
and a marked increase in the population 
growth, it began to go into steep decline. So 
much so, that by 1800, Ireland’s forests had 
all but disappeared.

A revival in Irish forestation began in 1903 
with the start of state forestry, when the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction Ireland (DATI) acquired Avondale 

House and Forest in Co. Wicklow, and 
established a training centre for forestry there.

Avondale House and Forest is the birthplace 
and home of Charles Stewart Parnell, one 
of Ireland's great political leaders. Set in a 
magnificent forest park of over 500 acres, 
there are a number of tree trails and walks. 
The forest park lies mainly on the west 
bank of the Avonmore River covering 214 
hectares of land. The ruins of Parnell’s old 
sawmill and Parnell’s well are also located 
in the park. Thanks to careful restoration, 
Avondale forest is once more a place to be 
treasured and enjoyed by many.

Europa – Forests
By 1800 Ireland’s forests had all but disappeared.
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Knockabbey Castle, in Co. Louth is another 
fine example of horticulture in Ireland that 
has come so far. Currently under major 
restoration with the aid of the Great Gardens 
of Ireland Restoration Fund, these special 
forests and gardens are being re-awoken. The 
gardens contain some magnificent specimen 
of trees including the beautiful tulip tree that 
ranks among the largest and finest in Ireland. 
There are also some of the finest historical 
water gardens to be found anywhere in the 
country, dating back to the 11th century.

Thanks to the time and effort put into 
restoring these two magnificent natural 

areas, they can be enjoyed for many 
generations to come.

To celebrate the beauty of these two scenic 
treasures, the Design Factory has created 
two stamps, one depicting the famous Tulip 
tree in Knockabbey Gardens and the other 
showing the picturesque River Walk at 
Avondale Forest Park.

These products are available to purchase by 
using the order form attached, by calling  
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto  
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.

Technical details
Date of Issue:	 5 May, 2011
Values & Quantities:	 55c (.224m) 
	 82c (.188m)
Design:	 Design Factory
Stamp Size:	 40.64mm x 29.8mm
Colour:	� Multicolour with 

phosphor tagging
Make-up:	 Sheetlets of 10
Perforations:	 15 x 14
Printing Process:	 Lithography
Printer:	� Irish Security 

Stamp Printing Ltd. 

PRODUCT CODE 1108FDC  Price €2.37
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The Year of Craft in Ireland
Inspired by nature…her jewellery reflects 

the intertwinement of shape and texture.

2011 celebrates the Year of Craft in Ireland. 
Five of the principle craft disciplines or 
materials are depicted in these stamps and 
are created by five currently practicing Irish 
Craft Designers/Makers - Deirdre McLoughlin, 
Roisin de Buitléar, Inge Reed, Helen McAllister 
and Liam Flynn.

Deirdre McLoughlin is one of Ireland’s most 
influential ceramists. Inspired by her travels 
in the 1980’s, her work has been praised as 
having “...a fascinating dialogue with classical 
ceramic forms and functions…” - Aidan 
Dunne. In 2004 she won the Westerwald 
Prize for European Ceramics. Her work is on 
display in the Peppercanister gallery in Dublin.

Dublin born Róisín de Buitléar is Ireland’s 
best known glass artist. In her recent work 
she pays homage “…to traditional crafts, by 
translating what is perceived as ‘ordinary’ into 
the realm of the extraordinary…using glass….” 
- Róisín de Buitléar. Her artworks can be seen 
in the Blasket Island Centre in Co. Kerry and 
the National Botanical Gardens in Dublin.

Inga Reed was born in England but grew up in 
Ireland and has been making jewellery since 
the late 1970s. Inspired by nature - seashells, 
unusual stones and leaves from gardens, 
her jewellery reflects the intertwinement of 
shape and texture. Her work can be seen at 
the National Museum of Ireland.
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Technical details

The Year of Craft in Ireland PRODUCT CODE 1109FDC  Price €3.75

PRODUCT CODE 1109PBK PRICE €9.00

Born in Co. Antrim, but now living in Dublin, 
Helen McAllister is the poster girl of Irish 
textile designers. Head of Fashion and 
Textiles at NCAD, Helen has been working 
with textiles since the 1980's. She was 
awarded the Golden Fleece in 2002 with her 
winning work drawing inspiration “...from the 
concepts, techniques and motifs of Venetian 
16th century textiles and shoes.” - Jury of 
Golden Fleece Award. 

Liam Flynn is a master wood turner in 
Ireland who has explored volume, shape and 
line, with elegant pieces that express the 
delicacy and intimacy found in the nature 
of working with wood. His work can be seen 

in the National Museum of Ireland and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs Collection  
in Dublin.

Designed by Ger Garland, these stamps are 
issued to commemorate 2011 as the Year 
of Craft in Ireland. It shows the outstanding 
examples of contemporary craft in Ireland.

These products are available to purchase by 
using the order form attached, by calling  
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto  
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.

Date of Issue:	 12 May, 2011
Value & Quantities:	 5 x 55c (gummed booklet)
Design:	 Ger Garland
Stamp Size:	 36mm x 36mm
Colour:	� Multicolour with 

phosphor tagging
Make-up:	 Booklets
Perforations:	 13.5 x 13.5
Printing Process:	 Lithography
Printer:	� Irish Security Stamp 

Printing Ltd. 
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PRODUCT CODE  1110PBK  Price €13.00

Unrivalled in their beauty and home to a range 
of wonderful wildlife and flora, these are the six 
National Parks of Ireland.

Glenveagh National Park in Co. Donegal was 
opened to the public in 1984.  Home to fresh 
water lakes, boglands filled with rare fauna 
and flora and with a successful  re-introduction 
programme of the once extinct golden eagle, 
Glenveagh continues to attract visitors from all 
over the world.

Established in 1998, Ballycroy National Park in 
Mayo is a vast, unspoilt wilderness dominated 
by the Nephin Beg mountains and the 

Owenduff bog, one of the last intact blanket 
bog systems in Western Europe. It hosts 
Greenland white-fronted geese, red grouse and 
otters, amongst others.

Connemara National Park in Galway was 
opened in 1980. Here you will find some of 
the Twelve Pins mountain range and when 
the heather is in bloom alongside the purple 
moor grass, a stunning purple blanket spreads 
across the landscape. You might also spot 
the Connemara pony grazing in perfect 
contentment.

Internationally famous is The Burren National 

Ireland’s National  Parks
When the heather is in bloom…a stunning purple 
blanket spreads across the landscape.
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Technical details
Date of Issue:	 6 June, 2011
Values & Quantities: 	 3 x 55c (.224m)
	 3 x 82c (.188m)
Photography:	 Walter Pfeiffer
Design:	 Steve Simpson
Stamp Size:	 40.64mm x 29.79mm
Mini - sheets size: 	 150mm x 90mm
Colour:	� Multicolour with 

phosphor tagging
Make-up:	 Sheetlets of 12
Perforations:	 15 x 14
Printing Process:	 Lithography
Printer:	� Irish Security 

Stamp Printing Ltd.

PRODUCT CODE 1110FDC  Price €5.11

Park in Co. Clare. Home to a diversity of plants 
living together within the one ecosystem, there 
are also species which although rare elsewhere, 
are abundant here. Strangest of all is that they 
survive in 1,500 hectares of land that appears 
to be composed entirely of rock.

Killarney National Park in the heart of Co. Kerry 
is home to Muckross House, a 19th century 
mansion. In the park itself, you will find glorious 
oakwoods and the red deer that are unique 
to Ireland. In such a magical setting where 
mountains, lakes, woodlands and waterfalls  
all converge, Killarney National Park is a  
true paradise.

The last of the six is the Wicklow Mountains 
National Park where you’ll find Glendalough 
Valley and the ancient monastic settlement of 
St. Kevin alongside badgers, minks and many 
deer, as well as truly stunning flora. 

These stamps designed by Steve Simpson 
celebrate the six National Parks of Ireland in all 
their natural beauty.

These products are available to purchase by 
using the order form attached, by calling  
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto  
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.
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Ireland’s National  Parks
Image is of the Wicklow Mountains National Park

PRODUCT CODE  1110FDCMS1 PRICE €2.65

PRODUCT CODE  1110FDCMS2 PRICE €3.46
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Who would have thought that two 
Portuguese students raising a toast 
to freedom would have launched an 
organisation that 50 years on has over 2.8 
million supporters and countless successful 
human rights campaigns to it’s name. 

Yet, that is exactly how Amnesty International, 
the organisation for human rights came 
about. In 1961 British lawyer, Peter Benenson 
wrote an appeal in several international 
newspapers about these two students who 
were thrown in jail for raising a toast to 
freedom. The appeal was a huge success and 
garnered over 1,000 offers of support. 

Since it’s foundation, Amnesty 
International has been the driving force 
behind many high profile campaigns 
that have made a real difference to 
people’s lives including the Campaign 
against Torture, the Stop Violence Against 
Women campaign and the campaign for a 
permanent International Criminal Court. 
All of these have helped to raise awareness 
around the world of extreme cases of 
human rights abuse. In 1977, Amnesty 
International was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize, which it received for contributing to 
securing the ground for freedom, for justice 
and for peace in the world.

Amnesty International has been the driving force behind many high 
profile campaigns that have made a real difference to people’s lives.

AnniversarY of
Amnesty  International50

TH

14



Closer to home, Amnesty International 
Ireland was founded in 1962 and is the 
country’s largest human rights organisation. 
There are currently over 15,000 members 
of Amnesty International Ireland who have 
fought against the torture of prisoners 
in Guantanamo jail and against the state 
sponsored violence in Zimbabwe. Recently 
they launched a campaign creating 
awareness over the stigmas attached to 
mental health illness here in Ireland. 

The sole concern of Amnesty International 
and Amnesty International Ireland is the 
protection of the fundamental human 

rights, something that they are doing with 
great success.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Amnesty International, Zinc Design have 
created this stamp with the iconic Amnesty 
International symbol of hope - a lit candle 
wrapped with barbed wire - the wire 
symbolising human oppression.

These products are available to purchase by 
using the order form attached, by calling  
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto  
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.

Technical details
Date of Issue:	 30 June, 2011
Value & Quantity:	 55c (.224m)
Stamp Design:	 Zinc Design
Stamp Size:	 36mm x 36mm
Colour:	� Multicolour with 

phosphor tagging
Make-up:	 Sheetlets of 16
Perforations:	 13.5 x 13.5
Printing Process:	 Lithography
Printer:	� Irish Security 

Stamp Printing Ltd. 

PRODUCT CODE 1111FDC  Price €1.55

Image courtesy of Amnesty International. Amnesty 
International candles at a visit in Dublin in 2009 calling 
for an end to the fighting in Gaza and southern Israel.
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Small but mighty - never again would a country 
underestimate the power of a stamp.

The Stamp that almost 
started a War
There is a wavering line that runs in a south-
westerly direction from Cape Gracias a Dios on 
the Caribbean to the Gulf of Fonesca on the 
Pacific, that divides the two Central American 
republics of Nicaragua and Honduras. 

However, the exact position of this line has 
been a bone of contention between the 
two countries for many years. In 1894, the 
Government of Spain, as coloniser of the 
two countries, was called in to arbitrate the 
dispute. In 1906, they awarded a decision 
in favour of Honduras, which Nicaragua 
promptly rejected due to “irregularities in 

procedure.” A conference held in Washington 
in 1918, proved equally fruitless.

After years of growing tension, things properly 
came to a head when, in 1937, the Nicaraguan 
government issued a stamp that depicted  ‘the 
official map’ of Nicaragua.  However, the map 
clearly encroached on what was perceived by 
the Hondurans as Honduras land. 

Honduras promptly demanded the stamp 
be recalled but Nicaragua refused. They 
insisted the map was correct and that the 
stamp would not be withdrawn.

16



Hondurans were outraged and immediately 
Nicaraguan residents of Honduras were 
asked to return home. Government officials 
began to broadcast bitter speeches calling 
for the stamp to be recalled and Honduran 
students issued manifestoes declaring they 
were ready to die for their country. Within 
a matter of weeks armed forces were sent 
by both countries to the area of dispute 
and the national troops of Nicaragua and 
Honduras began to prepare for war.

At the last minute, the United States and 
neighbouring countries Costa Rica and 

Venezuela intervened to defuse the conflict 
before it escalated into a full blown war. 
A peace agreement was signed and both 
countries agreed to withdraw their armed 
forces from the area and to cease mobilising 
their troops. The peace agreement also 
called for the offending stamps to be 
withdrawn and destroyed but many 
remained in circulation until supplies in 
private hands ran out. 

Small but mighty - never again would a 
country underestimate the power of a stamp.
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LAST CHANCE SALOON

Collectors, as you may know, Commemorative Stamps are only on sale for one year from the 
date of issue. We are offering you the chance to add products to your collection that you 
may not have had the opportunity to obtain during 2010. Please see below details of stamp 
issues from 2010 that you may wish to purchase before they are consigned to history.

Once they’re gone, they won’t be coming back!

Ireland Series – High Crosses

Issue Date: 8 April 2010
Expiry Date: 8 April 2011

This set of four beautiful stamps, designed 
by artist Michael Craig, feature original line 
drawings of the 4 best-known high crosses of 
Ireland - Drumcliffe Cross, Co. Sligo, Carndonagh 
Cross, Co. Donegal, Ahenny Cross, Co. Tipperary 
and Monasterboice Cross, Co. Louth.

Europa Children’s Books

Issue Date: 6 May 2010
Expiry Date: 6 May 2011

Designed by  PJ Lynch, these two stamps depict 
scenes from these classic children’s tales. One 
shows Gulliver landing on the island of Lilliput 
and the other depicts the snowy setting for 
The Happy Prince.

Centenary of the birth of Máirtín Ó Direáin

Issue Date: 27 May 2010
Expiry Date: 27 May 2011

Issued to commemorate the centenary of the 
birth of Máirtín Ó Direáin, this stamp was 
designed by Dr. Thomas Ryan, RHA and features 
an original painting of Máirtín Ó Direáin set 
against the backdrop of his beloved Aran Islands.
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150th Anniversary of the birth 
of artist Roderic O’Conor

Issue Date:  27 May 2010

Expiry Date: 27 May 2011

Designed by Ger Garland, these two 
commemorative stamps show a painting 
of Roderic O’Conor’s most famous work, 
The Breton Girl from 1906 and a  
self-portrait of the artist from 1928.

International Humanitarians 
Mother Teresa & Henry Dunant

Issue Date: 17 June 2010

Expiry Date: 17 June 2011

These stamps were also designed by Ger 
Garland and show the founder of the 
International Red Cross Henry Dunant with 
the Battle of Solferino in the background 
and the founder of the Missionary of 
Calcutta Mother Teresa, set against the 
Missionary of Charity in Calcutta.

Irish Fashion Designers – Paul Costelloe, 
Louise Kennedy, Lainey Keogh, John 
Rocha, Philip Tracey, Orla Kiely

Issue Date: 15 July 2010

Expiry Date: 15 July 2011

The collection of six stamps were 
designed by Ger Garland and resemble 
the covers of fashion magazines,  
Vogue and Elle.
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an insight into the role played by Post Office 
people in the development of Irish society over 
many years. From stamps and stamp collecting to 
An Post’s copy of the 1916 Proclamation and the 
little-known story of the staff who were actually 
in the GPO on Easter Monday, the exhibition is a 
unique way to learn about the importance of the 
Post Office in Irish life.

www.anpost.ie/historyandheritage
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