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Letters, Lives and Liberty opens the new An

Post Museum in Dublin’s GPO. Situated just off
the Public Office, the exhibition explores the
influence of the Post Office in Ireland and offers
an insight into the role played by Post Office
people in the development of Irish society over
many years. From stamps and stamp collecting to
An Post’s copy of the 1916 Proclamation and the
little-known story of the staff who were actually
in the GPO on Easter Monday, the exhibition isa
unique way to learn about the importance of the
Post Office in Irish life.

www.anpostie/historyandheritage

AnPostMuseum



COLLECTOR...

This is the fourth and final issue of The Collector
for 2010 and we've got a real mixed bag of brilliant
stories and even better stamps for you.

For instance, page 16 chronicles the story of the
world’s most expensive stamp, which was purchased
at auction in 2005. However, almost as soon as the
record fee had been paid, the stamp was given away
inaonce in a lifetime swap deal! Page 8 tells the story
of the role played by two Irishmen in shaping modern-
day Chile. A very special stamp, a joint issue with the
Chilean Post Office, marks the 200th anniversary of
their struggle to gain independence from Spain.

On page 10, you'll find a story about the world’s
very first Christmas card. They started as one
businessman's timesaving way of wishing his
customers well and they've been an important part
of Christmas (and a good way to collect stamps)
ever since.

Ever since 1910, the Automobile Association has been
an important part in keeping Irish roads and drivers
as safe as possible. Page 6 commemorates their
centenary anniversary with a stamp bearing an iconic
image of one of its dedicated patrolmen.

Finally, pages 12 to 15 have full details of 2010

Irish and International yearbooks. And you can check
out the Last Chance Saloon section on page 18 for
afinal opportunity to purchase our Fauna & Flora
Dragonflies and Christmas 2009 stamp issues. | hope
you enjoy the last issue of 2010 and look forward to
the first issue of 2011.

Ciaran Donnelly
Irish Stamps

Stampa 2010

Stampa, the National Stamp Exhibition,
takes place 15-17 October 2010. This three-
day event is a wonderful opportunity to see
stamp collecting in action.

Competitive displays, advice on collecting
and the main stamp clubs in attendance,
add up to an exciting event that's now in
its 39th year. All the latest stamps, and
many of the earliest, will be on display
and available. Linked up with the Over 50’s
Show and the October Coin & Banknote
Fair in the RDS Ballsbridge showgrounds,
this promises to be a great focal point for
all collectors. Stampa 2010 will take place
at the Serpentine Hall, Anglesea Road
entrance, 11am to 6pm and entry is €5.
The An Post team will be there to greet you
with all the recent An Post products. A full
philatelic experience awaits you.

Cork Stamp & Coin Show

The 2010 Cork Stamp & Coin Show will take
place on 20 November 2010 from 10am to
4pm in the Imperial Hotel, South Mall, Cork.
An Post and other Irish Dealers will attend
and there will be free valuations of stamps,
postcards and coins. A limited edition
booklet and miniature sheet will be on sale
at the show so make a note in your diary!



The new Philatelic Shop at the GPO is now open
along with a Postal Museum showing the history
of the Post Office in Ireland. The exhibition at
the new museum is entitled ‘Letters, Lives and
Liberty’ and showcases the development of the
postal service and its contribution to Irish life and
society over the centuries.

The central role played by the GPO and its staff
during the events of Easter Monday 1916 is

also highlighted. As well as historic philatelic

and postal memorabilia, the exhibit includes
‘Pepper’s Ghost’, which re-creates how the events
of Easter Monday unfolded through the eyes of
the Post Office staff on duty on that historic day.

Name:
Address:
Email:

Collector’'s Account Number:

Stephen Ferguson, Curator of our new postal
museum, has given us museum tickets for ten
lucky winners. To be in with a chance of winning
a family pass to the An Post Museum, simply
fillin the entry form below and send it in an
envelope to: An Post Museum Competition,
Mails Marketing, Ground Floor, GPO, Dublin 1,
Ireland.

The closing date for this competition is 1
December 2010.

In twenty words or less, tell us why you think the postal museum is a good idea:



SOAR Stamps

This year, for the first time, Irish Stamps
will issue SOAR Christmas commemorative
stamps. It has been decided that Standing
Order customers, whose requirements are

Mint, will be automatically issued with these

new SOAR stamps.

The new Definitive SOAR Animals and
Marine Life series were issued on the 8
September. Standing Order customers with
‘Definitive Mint’ as their requirement will
be automatically issued with these SOAR
Definitives. Standing Order customers
who do not have ‘Definitive Mint’ as their
requirement should contact the Bureau to
ensure that they receive the new definitive
SOAR Animal and Marine Life and future
issues in the series.

Stampex 2010

Stampex 2010 took place in London on
15 - 18 September. All types of philatelic
treasures such as First Day Covers and

rare Great British stamps were offered
by over one hundred dealers and postal
administrations.

SOAR Update

The Stamps On A Roll (SOAR) project is now
live in over 125 Post Offices nationwide.

A rollout to almost 1,000 Post Offices is
expected before the end of November.

SOAR Post Offices initially sold Irish
Wildflower Definitive Series. As rollout
progresses these are being replaced by Irish
Animals and Marine Life.

International Events

27 - 31 October: Joburg 2010 International
Stamp Show —Johannesburg, South Africa.

4 - 6 November: Philatex — Royal
Horticultural Halls, London.

2013 Stamp Programme

Collectors, please remember we are
interested in getting your suggestions for
the 2013 Stamp Programme. If you have an
idea that you'd like to be considered, simply
send your suggestion to us at: The Secretary,

The Philatelic Advisory Committee, Stamp
Suggestions 2013, An Post, GPO, Ground
Floor, Dublin 1, Ireland. The closing date for
receipt of suggestions is 28 January 2011.
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€€ They created 4,000 warning and directional signs in the first year
and did it free of charge in order to show Irish motorists their 99

commitment to them

In 1908 the Ford Model T was launched in
America. The ‘Tin Lizzie’ marked the shift of
car ownership from being solely an option for
the privileged elite and more into the world of
the common man. By 1910, Ireland had 54,000
miles of road but only 7,870 registered motor
vehicles. As this number grew, so did the needs
of these new car owners.

The Automobile Association was established
in Ireland during a meeting in College Green,
Dublin in 1910. The AA quickly established
itself as the voice for Irish motorists and their
first port of call when they needed help.

The association’s first goal was to create a

system of warning and directional signs across
the country. They created 4,000 warning and
directional signs in the first year and did it free
of charge in order to show Irish motorists their
commitment to them. As a result, Ireland soon
became known as one of the best signposted
countries in Europe.

The AA went on to form a working co-operative
with the State in the issuing of customs
documents and international driving licences.
However, it always retained its independence
and even fought back against the authorities
when motorists’ rights were infringed. This is a
trait that has remained to this day with the AA



continuing to represent the rights
and interests of tax-paying motorists.

The AA also plays an important role in
international motoring through close
affiliation with the world’s motoring clubs.
In fact, the AA was a founder member of
Alliance Internationale de Tourisme (AIT),
whose member clubs represent more than
128 million members worldwide.

Today, Ireland has over 2.2 million vehicles on
its roads and the car has become an essential
aspect of modern life for almost every Irish
family. The AA has become known for its elite
rescue service, which attends over 160,000

Date of Issue: 14 October, 2010

Value & Quantity: 55c (.294m)
Stamp Design: Q Design
Stamp Size: 40.64mm x 29.79mm
Colour: Multicolour with
phosphor tagging
Make-up: Sheetlets of 16
Perforations: 15x14
Printing Process: Lithography
Printer: Irish Security Stamp
Printing Ltd.
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PRODUCT CODE 1017FDC €1.55

motoring emergencies every year and has over
600,000 members countrywide.

Created by Q Design, the stamp features

a photographicimage of a saluting AA
patrolman upon a vintage sidecar. The salute
was a tradition for almost sixty years, with
patrolmen instructed to make the gesture if
they saw a motorist sporting the AA’s insignia.

This product is available to purchase by
using the order form attached, by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto
www.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.



‘ ‘ Today there are Chilean villages, National Parks, naval ships
and even a research station in Antarctica named in his honour ,

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the
commencement of Chile’s struggle to gain
Independence from Spain. Two Irish men were at
the heart of successfully securing it.

Bernardo O’Higgins

Considered one of the founding fathers of Chile,
O’Higgins was born the illegitimate son of the
Irish-born Governor of Chile, in 1778. After
receiving his education in London, he returned
to Chile and joined their revolt against the
Spanish government in 1810. He was a highly
distinguished and brave fighter and rose to
become leader of the patriotic forces.

By 1817 O'Higgins had become the first head of

an independent Chile. A determined and energetic
leader, he built colleges, libraries and hospitals
during his six-year reign. He also established

the Chilean Military Academy and founded the
Chilean Navy.

O’Higgins was finally deposed in 1823 and fled
in exile never to return to Chile in his lifetime.
He died in 1842 and was initially buried in Peru
before his remains were repatriated to Chile in
1869. Today there are Chilean villages, National
Parks, naval ships and even a research station in
Antarctica named in his honour.

John (Juan) MacKenna
Juan MacKenna was born in Co. Tyrone in 1771.



Technical details

28 October, 2010

82c se-tenant (.298m)
Ger Garland

30mm x 51.46mm

30 mm x 48mm

Date of Issue:
Values & Quantities:
Design:

Irish Stamp size:
Chilean Stamp Size:

Colour: Multicolour with
phosphor tagging
Make-up: Sheetlets of 12
Perforations: 13x13
Printing Process: Lithography
Printer: Irish Security Stamp
Printing Ltd.
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PRODUCT CODE 1019FDC €2.64

His uncle took him to Spain to study and he
eventually joined their army. He was sent to South
America and was named Governor of one of
Chile’s best known cities, Osorno, where he was
given the task of rebuilding it.

In 1809 he moved to Santiago and married

a local woman whose family had ties with
revolutionaries. When war broke out he joined
the rebels and was put in charge of equipping the
new Chilean army and trained their first military
engineers. He was appointed a key military
officer and was eventually appointed
Commander-General of the army by Bernardo
O’Higgins. As the next in command to O’Higgins,
he recorded a famous victory in Membrillor when

his men defeated a much larger force.

After a coup d'etat MacKenna was exiled to
Argentina in 1814 and died in Buenos Aires after a
duel with another military officer.

These two stamps mark the bi-centenary of
Chile’s Independence. They were created by Ger
Garland and contain paintings of each leader
in their military dress. This is the first time An
Post has undertaken a joint issue with a South
American country.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached, by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto
wwwiirishstamps.ie from date of issue.



They say it's only Christmas when that first
Christmas card arrives through your letterbox.

Be it a relative, a neighbour or an old friend, you
can bet there’s always one person who sends
theirs first every year. But who was the first of the
first and where did the idea of Christmas cards
come from?

Sir Henry Cole was a 19th century civil servant
and inventor. As well as pioneering innovations
in commerce and education, he was also the first
director of London's Victoria and Albert Museum.

During a particularly busy festive period in 1843,
he was unable to find time to write his annual

handwritten greetings to his friends and family.
He commissioned artist John Callcott Horsley to
create a cover for his three panel greeting card.

Horsley created an illustration of a family
enjoying a Christmas celebration and placed the
now customary greeting “A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year” inside. Talk of Cole’s

new creation spread like wildfire mainly due to
the controversy over the association of a family
drinking wine during such a holy occasion.

The idea of sending a Christmas card soon
became a popular tradition and spread to




PRODUCT CODE 1020DCBL €4.29

PRODUCT CODE 1020BK €13.75

America in 1875. After the turn of the century,
Christmas cards started to become big business
for those who sold them in bulk. Although the
sizes, the shapes, the script and the sentiment
have changed over the years, one thing has
remained steadfast —that sensation you get
when the first Christmas card of the year falls
through your letterbox, whoever it’s from.

To celebrate Christmas this year, An Post has
issued three stamps by Steve Simpson that
capture some of the different aspects of this
special time. Two of these festive stamps feature
stained glass windows from Roscommon’s

Technical details

Date of Issue: 4 November, 2010

Values & Quantities: Gummed 55¢ (2m)
82c(1.8m)
55c Self-adhesive promotional
(30.29m)
Self adhesive strip of 2 (15k)
Stamps on a roll (SOAR) -
Strip of 2 x 55¢ & 82c (20k)

lllustration: Roger O'Reilly (Promotional)
Designer: Steve Simpson
Stamp Sizes: 36mm x 36mm
25mm x 30mm (Promotional)
56mm x 25mm (SOAR)
Colour: Multicolour with phosphor tagging
Make-up: Sheetlets of 16
Perforations: 13.5x13.5 (Gummed stamps)
11 x 11.25 approx (SOAR)
Printing Process:  Lithography

(Gummed,self-adhesive
promotional)

HP Indigo high resolution

digital print (SOAR)

Irish Security Stamp Printing Ltd.
(Gummed)

Joh. Enschedé Security Print
(Self-adhesive promotional)
Label Art Limited (SOAR)

Printer:

The Latest
Dates of Posting for
this Christmas are:

Rest of the World — 6 Dec
Europe — 18 Dec
Great Britain — 18 Dec
Ireland — 19 Dec

Church of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help and St.
Brigid's Church. The third is
a self-adhesive promotional
stamp of an illustration by Roger O'Reilly of

one of the best-known bird species in Ireland,

a European Robin. 55c and 82c gummed stamps
are also available in SOAR format.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached, by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 or by logging onto
wwwi.irishstamps.ie from date of issue.
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In this year's Irish Yearbook we celebrate the
achievements and talents of six of Ireland’s
top fashion designers. Whether it's must-
have hats, beautiful bags or dresses to die
for, we have some of the best designers in
the business and we commemorated them
with the issue of six stylish stamps. We also
took a trip back to the 60s to pay tribute to
the original Irish popstars —the Showbands.
Four stamps were produced in honour of
four of the most popular groups of the 60s

- The Drifters Showband, The Freshmen, The
Miami Showband and The Royal Showband.
We commemorated the world’s most
prominent stamp engraver, Czeslaw Slania

2010 Yearbook 10YB €60.00
2010 Special Luxury Edition Yearbook 10YBS €210.00

with a joint issue with the Swedish
Post Office.

You'll find these issues, together with all

our other Commemorative Stamps, in our
yearbook. Once again, the Irish Yearbook
2010 has the stamp and minisheet mount
positioned alongside subject information,
technical details and cancels. The 48-page
book is designed by Ger Garland and has text
in English by Hugh Oram, translated into
Irish by Gearoid O Casaide.

The Irish Yearbook 2010 was produced by
specialist philatelic printer Prinz Verlag and
would make a wonderful gift for anyone




2010 Year Pack 10YP €35.00

interested in the culture and heritage of
Ireland. It is a limited edition of 1,500 copies
while the luxury edition limited to just

125 copies. Both editions are extremely
sought-after by collectors every year, so
make sure you order yours early to avoid
disappointment.

Commemorative Stamp Year Pack 2010

All our Commemorative Stamps from 2010
are available in a single, high-quality pack.
Fauna and Flora (Birds of Prey) and The Irish
Role in Chilean Independence are just
some of the many stamps featured in

this year’s pack.

Each stamp comes mounted and
accompanied by lots of interesting
background information. The pack contains
material from 20 stamp issues throughout
the year and is available from 30 November,
priced at just €35.

The Irish Yearbook 2010 and The Year Pack
2010 are perfect seasonal gifts for collectors
and you can order yours using the form
attached, by calling +353 (1) 705 7400 or
by visiting www.irishstamps.ie from date

of issue.
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Canadian Yearbook 10CPYB €42

€€ We have International Yearbooks from as far away as

New York, as high up as Canada and as close by as Belgium 9 9

Just as at home, the international community
has produced some stunning stamps over
the last twelve months. To give you a sample
of some of them, we have International
Yearbooks from as far away as New York, as

high up as Canada and as close by as Belgium.

The UN 2010 Annual Collection

The UN 2010 Annual Collection contains
collection folders of single mint stamps and
souvenir sheets from as varied a field as New
York, Geneva and Vienna. As well as providing
background information on each issue in
English, French and German, they also include
profiles of the artists involved.

The mint stamps and souvenir sheets are not
affixed inside the albums, although spaces and
mounts are provided for that purpose. Printed
in full colour, the albums will be released on

21 October.

Collection Canada 2010

Collection Canada 2010 brings the people,
places and events featured in Canada’s stamps
to life using beautiful illustration and lavish
photography. In order to keep these special
stamps in mint condition, protective mounts
are supplied. Available from 1 November, this
beautiful coffee-table book of eye-catching
photos and exquisite original illustrations



Belgian Yearbook 10BELYB €86

Belgian Year Pack 10BELYP €85

would make the perfect gift for philatelic
enthusiasts and book fans alike.

The Belgian Yearbook 2010 and the
Belgian Year Pack 2010

This Belgian Yearbook is packed full of
information on its stamp issues from 2010.
It brilliantly uses pictures and text to detail
the commemorative stamps (including
souvenir-sheets) it contains. It will be
available from 8 November.

Also released on 8 November is the Belgian
Year Pack 2010. It contains all stamp issues,
definitive and commemorative, including

UN Year Pack 10UNYP €12

souvenir-sheets released in the country.

These products are available to purchase by
using the order form attached or by calling
+353 (1) 705 7400 from date of issue.

15
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in stamp collecting

William Hunt Gross is a wealthy American
businessman who was born in Ohio in 1944.
After graduating from the prestigious Duke
University, he went on to serve in the United
States Navy. When Gross discovered that he
had a talent for risk assessment and calculating
odds, he became an extremely successful
gambler on the Las Vegas scene. This talent led
to him becoming what many see as America’s
most prominent bond investor.

Bill Gross is one of the richest men in the United
States. He has used his considerable wealth to
fuel his great passion for philanthropy. In 2005,
Gross completed an entire collection of 19th
century United States postage stamps. But how

Gross completed an entire collection of 19th century United States
postage stamps. But how he did it is one of the most amazin

g stories b3

he did it is one of the most amazing stories in
stamp collecting.

In October 2005, a plate number block of four
stamps went under the hammer. These were
no ordinary stamps, these were the famous
1918 24-cent U.S. Airmail stamps known as
the ‘Inverted Jenny’. One of the stamp world’s
most famous errors, it features an engraving
of a Curtiss JN-4 biplane accidentally printed
upside-down. Although there are other
Inverted Jenny stamps in existence, this
particular set was the only one showing a
marginal printing plate number, which was
also produced upside-down.



At auction, Bill Gross purchased the plateblock
for a whopping $2.97million. However, as
soon as he had gotten his hands on the most
sought after stamp in history, he gave it away!
One month after buying it, he traded his

new ‘Inverted Jenny’ with Donald Sundman,
afamous stamp dealer and president of the
Mystic Stamp Company.

In return for the trade, Gross finally got his
hands on one of only two USA 1c ‘Z-Grill’
stamps known to exist. The blue stamp was
issued in 1868 and features an image of
Benjamin Franklin. It is so called because of the
experimental security grill that was pressed
into the back, in order to stop it being reused by

keeping the cancellation from being washed off.
When Sundman originally bought it at auction
in 1998, he paid $935,000, a then record price
for a single American stamp.

As a result of this extraordinary turn of events
and an incredible swap deal between two
passionate philanthropists, William Hunt
Gross became the owner of the only complete
collection of U.S. 19th century stamps.

17



Once they’re gone, they won’t be coming back!

Collectors, as you may know, Commemorative Stamps are only on sale for one year from the
date of issue. We are offering you the chance to add products to your collection that you
may not have had the opportunity to obtain during 2009. Please see below details of stamp
issues from 2009 that you may wish to purchase before they are consigned to history.

Fauna & Flora - Dragonflies

Issue Date: 16 October 2009
Expiry Date: 16 October 2010

These remarkable creatures are some of the biggest and
most colourful insects you’ll see in Irish wetlands. After
€ne 82c spending two to four years as aquatic larva, or nymph, 17

5 different species of dragonfly grace our summer skies for
just a few weeks. In what was its 31st year, the Fauna &
Flora series paid tribute to their colour and beauty with
three similarly beautiful stamps.

Christmas 2009

Issue Date: 6 November 2009
Expiry Date: 6 November 2010

i There are fewer times of year more special than
B~ Christmas. There are also fewer better feelings than
seeing your name on a Christmas card from someone
special. So to celebrate the time for giving, An Post
launched three very special stamps that include two
images of an Armenian manuscript from 1451 and a
painting of the Virgin and Child from 1530.

18



An Post
Van Set

Product Code: O3VANSET
Price: €60.00

An official limited edition collection of five An Post Model Vehicles is available to
purchase from the Philatelic Shop, GPO, Dublin 1. The vehicles featured, which
measure 80mm x 30mm approx. are, the Model T Ford, Horse Drawn Vehicle,

Anglia Van, Transit Bus and VW Transporter. Each of these vehicles featured in the
fleet over the years and has its own legitimate Fleet Number.

The collection is contained in a superb presentation box set. A card showing an
illustration of the General Post Office sits on top of a foam underlay. The models are
housed in five cut-outs making for a delightful set. The collection is limited to 2,500

sets with each one being certificated and individually numbered.

This limited edition collection costs €60 (postage €6.00 within Ireland
and €7.50 rest of the world] and is a mustbuy for model enthusiasts and
collectors alike. Available now from the Philatelic Shop, GPO, Dublin 1

00353 (1] 705 7400 or online at www.irishstamps.ie.

’
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