IRELAND
OVERPRINT PROOFS

&
TRIAL PRINTINGS

Rialoap
SeaLavac

na
héipeann
1922

iatcap
Seatlavad

na
héipeann
1922

Riatcar
Seatavac
na

héireann
1922.

Philatelic Study
by

Barry Cousins



Philatelic Study

IRELAND
OVERPRINT PROOFS
&

TRIAL PRINTINGS

Publication
for
Research, Reference & Feedback

by
Fellow Philatelists

Author & Publisher
Barry Cousins

First Edition
August 2022



Acknowledgements

In the preparation of this study the bibliography examined and in part used by the author,
was sourced from the following publications :

Ireland The Overprints 1922 - 1935
A Tribute to the late Cyril Dulin
David MacDonnell and Patrick H. Williams

Hibernian
2020 Handbook & Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of Ireland
Roy Hamilton-Bowen

Irelands Transition - Dr. C. 1. Dulin

Great Britain Specialised Stamp Catalogue
King Edward VII to King George VI
Stanley Gibbons

Irish Philately - Journals of the Irish Philatelic Circle

The Revealer - The Journals of the Eire Philatelic Association

The author would like acknowledge publications by notable
experts of Irish Philately connected with the ‘Transitional
Period’, namely Roy Hamilton - Bowen, Michael Priestley and
the late William Fletcher.

And importantly to the scholarship of all contributors to the Irish
Philatelic Circle’s Journal & the Eire Philatelic Association’s
Revealer publications over the years.

Information in this Study, has been developed from earlier
publications by the author, see listing on page 63.

On the subject of these publications, please be advised that they
are now freely available to Members, on the
Irish Philatelic Circle’s web-site.



Preface

The aim of this study is to set out information in respect of imperforate overprint proofs, essays and trial
printings, undertaken by the Dollard Printinghouse Dublin Ltd. and by Alexander Thom & Company
Ltd. These Dublin based printing firms were awarded contracts to overprint GB definitive sheet stamps,
with Dollard acting as the lead contractor.

Following the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty, granting Independence to 26 counties in Ireland, it was
necessary to reflect Ireland’s newly gained status, nationally & internationally. From a postal
perspective, there was insufficient time to prepare and issue dedicated stamps of Ireland, before the

17 February 1922. A decision was therefore taken by the British Parliament & Ireland’s Provisional
Government, to overprint GB stamps, as an interim measure.

For more information on this topic, please see the Introduction section of this Study.

In preparation for the overprinting of sheet stamps Messrs Dollard and Thom, performed proof printings,
in order to validate the processes and print quality. Imperforate proof examples were then submitted to
the British Postal Authority for approval.

In outline, the pictorial spectrum of imperforate proofs, essays and trial printings examined in this study
is as follows -
DOLLARD PRINTINGHOUSE DUBLIN LTD.

Low Value Imperforate Proofs Essays High Value Imperf. Proofs
Riatcar riatcar riatcap PR 2
Seatavac SeaLavAG SealavAd ke
na an P SeA\l‘A'OAC
héipeann héipeann héipeann | ™ " l;ez'ge‘“""
1922 1922 1922 9
PR1 PR2 PR6 PR8 PR12
ALEXANDER THOM & Co. LTD
Imperforate Proofs Narrow Setting Printing Trials High Value Printing Trials
e B ......................
Sealavaé :
na g H E i
héipeann P BN
1922, Bkt § B S e WS
PR14 PR15 Control TC122 T40DBc PR20

Wide Setting Printing Trials Free State ‘SaorscAc’ Printing Trials

PR21 Control TC132 PR22 Control TC182

In order to establish the overprint settings used with imperforate proofs, essays and trial printings, each
issue is considered and supported with detailed information. Of particular note is the inclusion of constant
alignment variants attributable to the many overprint settings used. Furthermore, this study sets out the
basic information concerning each issue of overprinted stamps. As a result of these different factors, this
study can have a wider impact and can be used as a guide for the identification of stereo settings in use
with all regular issues of overprinted stamps.

The author acknowledges that many aspects connected with imperforate proofs, essays and trial printings
will benefit from further research, the sharing of knowledge and new material from fellow philatelists. As
such, the author welcomes input and comment to fine tune and develop the content of this study.

In this study, scan references highlighted in green, represent items from the author’s collection.



DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOF BLOCK

Scarce proof block taken from a printing of four 5 x 3
setting 1 stereos, which were submitted to the G.P.O. by
the Dollard Printinghouse, on the 10 February 1922.

This block is of particular significance because of the
hand written notation, with an official rubber stamp,
which reads :

‘Approved W.N. Jefferies, 10/2/22 and stamped
STORES DEPT. G.P.O.
ALDBOROUGH HOUSE, DUBLIN.’

PR1x 12
Proof Block
No Backstamp
Dark Blue Ink

For further details of this item,
please refer to page 9
&
Appendix 1, pages 47 & 48
of this Study

Declaration by B.J.Brennan of Messrs Dollard Ltd., dated
27/3/23, which validates the background of this item.
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INTRODUCTION

As background, after centuries of discontent and with the gaining strength of the freedom movement in
the 19™ century, the subject of Home Rule continued to be a topic of debate in the British Parliament.
Perhaps noteworthy of mention is the Easter Rebellion of 1916 in and around Dublin, which had serious
political and civil repercussions. However due to the impact of the 1914 -18 World War, Ireland’s quest
for independence was put on hold, being reopened in 1919. After much deliberating the granting of Home
Rule was finally agreed, with the Anglo-Irish Treaty being signed in London on 6 December 1921. The
British Parliament ratified the Treaty on 16 December, followed by Dail Eireann for the embryonic Irish
Free State. There followed a 30 days grace period, with the Provisional Government taking control on the
17 February 1922. Under the terms of the agreement 26 Counties would form the Free State, with the 6
Ulster Counties, remaining under British rule, which were to be known as Northern Ireland.

As a result of the short time frame and with
the agreement of the respective Parliaments, as
an interim measure, Great Britain George V
profile head stamps would be overprinted in
Gaelic ‘Rialcar Sealansac ha  héipeanm’,

which translates to read ‘Government
Provisional of Ireland 1922°. The official

oo of wed 122 e ot | il SToRBAT KTH-CHLIDTHE

stamps was displayed at Post Offices in the (OVER-PRINTED POSTAGE 'STAMPS.)
emerging Free State, on the 8 February, see ‘

All GB low and high stamps currently in use 0v¢r—print'ed' postage stamps (Rialtas
in Ireland, were selected for overprinting, with Sealada¢ na h-Eireann), will be on issue

the exception of the 7d, 8d & £1 values. The at all Post Offices in the Irish Provisional

first issue of GB stamps, overprinted for use in @
, o L overnmental - i i
the Irish Free State, following the ratification Area uench o Friday,

of a Provisional Government, were issued on the 17th February, 1922.
the 17 February 1922. Purchasers of ‘stamps for philatelic
Of significance was a press announcement purposes are requested to intimate the fact
released on the 1 February, by the Postmaster at the Post Office at the time of urchaée
General J. J. Walsh, inviting the public to " : P :
submit designs for a permanent definitive Fé Ordd,

issue to replace the interim use of overprinted v AIRE AN PHUIST

stamps of Great Britain.
. . ARD-OIFIG -AN PHUIST,
Operationally the postal services in Ireland FEABRA, 1922,

remained under British Administration until
handover to the Irish Postal Authority on the
1 April 1922. Fig. 1

]
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OVERPRINTING - CONTRACT AWARD

The Irish Authorities awarded the contract to overprint the first Provisional Government issue to the
Dollard Printinghouse Dublin Ltd., in conjunction with Alexander Thom & Co. Ltd., both firms being
Dublin based, see figs. 2 & 3. Joint actions were taken due to the very tight time schedules, coupled with
the availability of production capacity, at the respective printer’s facilities.

Dollard as lead contractor were responsible for the mobilisation of the joint production facilities and the
ultimate delivery of overprinted stamps to the GPO Depot at Aldborough House, prior to the 17 February.

Dollard undertook the overprinting of the GB '4d, 1d, 2%%d, 3d, 4d, 5d, 9d Agate, & 10d low values and
the 2/6, 5s & 10s high value stamps, see fig. 2a, whereas Thom undertook the overprinting of the four
remaining GB stamps, being the 1'2d, 2d, 6d & 1s low values, see fig. 3a.
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Fig. 3a George V Stamps Overprinted by Thom

Stamp ‘N’ references identify GB definitive stamps, overprinted for use in Ireland.
References are as listed in Stanley Gibbons - Four Kings Specialised Stamp Catalogue.
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For low values the same GB stamps were in use for all later five line ‘Provisional
Government’ and three line ‘Irish Free State’ sheet issues, all of which were over-
printed by Thom. An exception to this being the replacement of the 9d agate
stamp N29, with the olive-green stamp on the 6 November 1922, see fig. 4.
This decision being taken by the GB Postal Authority, problems having been
experienced in deciphering cancels against the dark colour of the agate stamp.

All low value stamps, with the exception of the 6d value, were printed by Harrison & Sons Ltd., a London
based security printing firm. The 6d stamp being for both fiscal and postal use, was printed by the Inland
Revenue Stamping Branch, located in Somerset House.

To complete the picture, coil stamps, for both Provisional and Free State issues, for use with dispensing
machines were overprinted by Harrison. Four GB stamp values, namely '4d, 1d, 1%2d, 2d Dies 1 & 2 with
the five line ‘Provisional Government’ overprint, were issued from June to August 1923, being replaced
with the ‘Free State’ Saorstat overprint on the 7 March 1923, with the same face values, but with only Die
2 of the 2d stamp, being in use.

In respect of high value stamps, it is important to note that commencing with the first overprinted issue
by Dollard, the 2/6, 5s, 10s ‘Seahorse’ stamps continued to be overprinted until the issue of high value
Irish definitive stamps in September 1937. The reason given for the extended use of high value GB
stamps was - ‘due to the low usage of these values’. As with low values, the overprinting of the second
high value issue was by Thom in October 1922. From the 25 August 1925 overprinting was briefly taken
up by the Government Printing House, Dublin Castle and from September 1926, by the Inland Revenue
Stamping Department, Somerset House, under contract to the Irish Postal Authority.

From March to July 1935 overprinting briefly reverted to Harrison & Sons, using the re-engraved series
of GB high value stamps - N73, N74 & N75. Re-engraved printers plates by Waterlow & Sons having
replaced the worn Bradbury Wilkinson plates, previously in use with stamps N65, N68, N71, see fig. 5.
Then from August 1935 the overprinting of high value stamps was again taken back by Somerset House,
until the overprinting of GB stamps ceased 1937.

Bradbury Engraved
Series

Waterlow Re- engraved
Series

Horizontal shading
lines behind King’s
portrait

Horizontal & diagonal
shading lines behind
King’s portrait

N65, N68, N71

The overprint contractors made use of the typograph printing process, using Wharfedale presses, which
were manufactured by Dawson & Sons (Otley) Ltd., a Yorkshire based firm, see fig. 6.

For overprinting GB low value sheet stamps, clichés were used to produce formes, from which stereos

were then adapted to make up settings for the overprinting of the upper and lower panes, each with 120
stamps (12 x 10), separated by interpane gutter margin.

High value ‘Seahorse’ stamps were printed with 40 stamps
in a 4 x 10 sheet configuration. During the extended period
of overprinting high values, three stereo settings were in use,
being - the overprinting of half sheets with two press passes
using a 4 x 5 stereo or with the first pass overprinting rows
2,4, 6 & 8 and the second pass overprinting alternate rows
1,3,5,7 &9. And finally from 1927 onwards the overprint- i
ing of full sheets with one press pass, using one 4 x 10 stereo Fig. 6
setting, made up of forty clichés.




This introductory section highlights the background for the use overprinted stamps, the low and high
value stamps selected for overprinting and brief detail of the firms awarded contracts to overprint
stamps and their scope of works.

Of note was the early cancellation, in June 1922, of Dollard’s contract to overprint stamps. Officially
the reason given was related to civil unrest, close to Dollard’s facility, making it difficult for them
fulfil their contract. However, from the authors standpoint other reasons may also have has an influence,
being poor print quality and the philatelic manipulation of proofs, trial printings and settings by Dollard’s
Plant Manager B. J. Brennan, for the collectors market and possibly for financial gain. As background
prior to being awarded the contract to overprint stamps, Dollard were better known as general printers
and suppliers of office stationery. For information fig. 7 reproduces an invoice, dating back to 1904,
which validates Dollard’s registered name, together with detail of their activities, at that point of time.
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Fig. 7 PH Dollard Invoice

In the sections that follow, all overprint issues are examined, with particular reference to proofs and
trial printings, together with the formats and settings adopted by the overprint contractors.



OVERPRINTS - CHARACTERISTICS, SETTINGS & PROOFS

The information set out for each issue includes - characteristics of the overprints in use by Dollard, Thom
& Harrison, reference listings of overprinted stamps together with outline detail and the features of the
overprint stereo settings in use. Then follows a listing of proofs as and if applicable to each issue.

In this publication the term overprint ‘proof” is taken to include imperforate printings onto plain paper
and for essays and printing trials, which made use of GB sheet stamps.

In the text, reviews are in order of overprint (T) references, which may not follow the date of issue.

Overprints adopted gaelic, which for the Provisional Government issues translates to read ‘Government
Provisional of Ireland 1922’ and for the later Free State issues to ‘Free State Ireland 1922°.

17 FEBRUARY 1922
DOLLARD LOW VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS

For low value GB stamps, as shown fig. 2a, Dollard adopted a five line overprint, as shown in fig. 7.

Line widths Characteristics

12.00 mm Riatcap Overprint inks - black to greyish-black.

12400 i Seatavaé Date with antique numerals.
3.50 mm na

14.50 mm héipeann Long tail to ‘9’ and no full stop after ‘1922’
6.50 mm 1922 Wide spacing between the ‘h” and ‘¢’.
Overall height 17.50 mm Fig. 7

OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW

OVERPRINT GB STAMP DOLLARD OVERPRINTS
STAMP
REFERENCE FACE BASIC STEREO SHEETS OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTINGS | PRINTED INK COLOUR ISSUE
T1 %d Green 1,2,3 43,000 |Black to Grey-black
T2 1d Scarlet 1,2,3 112,000 |Black to Grey-black
T3 2%d Blue 1 1,000 |Black 17
February
T4 3d Violet 12,3 6,500 |Black to Grey-black 1922
T5 4d Grey-green 1 1,000 |Black
T6 5d Yellow-brown 1,2 2,100 |Black to Grey-black
T7 9d Agate 1,2 1,600 |Black to Grey-black
T8 10d | Turquoise-blue 1,2 900 Black to Grey-black

Black through to grey-black ink colour variations are
commonly found with Dollard overprints.
These colour differences are thought to be as a result of
minor changes to the printing process and not
connected with printing trials.

In this publication the overprint stamp references and proof references in use are derived from the listings
in the ‘Hibernian Handbook and Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of Ireland’.

With regard to variants, the references are taken from the author’s books titled ‘Overprinted Stamps of
Ireland 1922 - 1935’ and ‘Irish Free State Plates, Controls and Overprint Settings’.



STEREO SETTINGS

With the Dollard process sixteen stereos from a 3 x 5 forme, each with 15 clichés, were required to make
up a setting to overprint a full sheet of GB low value stamps. All low value GB sheets were printed in a
two pane format, each with 120 stamps, requiring eight overprint stereos for each pane. A full lower pane
stereo layout pattern, together with stamp positions is shown in fig. 8. For the upper pane the stereos
would be similarly located and the positioning of the stamps would be rows 1 to 10 and columns 1 to 12.

R11/1 | R11/2 | R11/3 | R11/4 | R11/5 | R11/6 | R11/7 | R11/8 | R11/9 |R11/10 | R11/11 | R11/12

R12/1 | R12/2 | R12/3 | R12/4 | R12/5 | R12/6 | R12/7 | R12/8 | R12/9 |R12/10 | R12/11 | R12/12

R13/1 | R13/2 | R13/3 | R13/4 | R13/5 | R13/6 | R13/7 | R13/8 | R13/9 | R13/10 | R13/11 | R13/12

R14/1 | R14/2 | R14/3 | R14/4 | R14/5 | R14/6 | R14/7 | R14/8 | R14/9 |R14/10 | R14/11 | R14/12

R15/1 | R15/2 | R15/3 | R15/4 | R15/5 | R15/6 | R15/7 | R15/8 | R15/9 | R15/10 | R15/11 | R15/12

R16/1 | R16/2 | R16/3 | Mwattar | fiatcar | tuatcar | R16/7 | R16/8 | R16/9 | R16/10 | R16/11 | R16/12

Sealavaé | Sealavaé | Seatavaé

na na na
héipeann | héipeann | héipeann
1922 1922 1922

R17/1 | R17/2 | R17/3 | Mwatcar | Ruwtcar | matcar | R17/7 | R17/8 | R17/9 | R17/10 | R17/11 | R17/12

Sealavaé | Seatavaé | Seatavaé

na na na
héipeann | héipeann | héipeann
1922 1922 1922

R18/1 | R18/2 | R18/3 | watvar | matcap | wmatcap | R18/7 | R18/8 | R18/9 | R18/9 | R18/11 | R18/12

Sealavaé | Sealavad | Seatavaé

na na na
héipeann | héipeann | héipeann
1922 1922 1922

R19/1 R19/2 R19/3 fuatcar | Riatcap | miatcap | R19/7 R19/8 R19/9 | R19/10 | R19/11 | R19/12
Sealavaé | Sealavad | Seatavad
na na na

hé héy hé

T T
1922 1922 1922

R20/1 R20/2 | R20/3 | Ruatcap | tiatcar | teatcar | R20/7 | R20/8 | R20/9 | R20/10 | R20/11 | R20/12
Sealavaé | Sealavaé | Seatavaé
na na na
hé hé T h -

I T
1922 1922 1922

S 22

Fig. 8 Dollard Lower Pane Stereo Arrangement
Note
For all stamp values overprinted by Dollard & Thom, with the exception of the 1d value, the location of

the sheet control is in the margin adjacent to stamp R20/2, as shown above. However, for the 1d value the
positioning of the sheet control is adjacent to stamp R20/11.

When reviewing control blocks, they are defined as being the six stamps from rows 19 & 20, columns 1, 2
& 3 and for the 1d stamp from rows 19 & 20, but attributable to stamps from columns 10, 11 & 12.

SETTING 1 with this setting the clichés in the type blocks, making up the 3 x 5 forme were accurately
aligned, see fig. 9. As a result stereos taken from this forme display very few alignment variants,
Alignment characteristics attributable to the first setting and which are considered to be normal, are
summarised as follows:

-no ‘R’ over ‘Se’ variants.
- ‘LU’ of ‘Sealsoac’is vertically over the ‘n’ of ‘nd’.

-1’ of “héineann’ is vertically over the ‘17 in ‘1922” .



STEREO SETTINGS
Settings 2 & 3 display constant alignment variants, which are detailed in the following tables and are
shown in figs. 10 &11.
In use overprint stereos became worn or damaged, giving rise to other type fault variants, until such time
as the damaged stereo was replaced.

V1j Vih Vig Vla V1i
(V2j) (V2h) (V2g) (V2a) (V2i)
G A+l A+H A A+)
V1k Vla V1k Vla Vil
(V2k) (V2a) (V2k) (V2a) (val)
B A B A B+E
Vic Viln
(V2c) (V2n)
A+C C+F
Vla Vif Vib Vif
(V2a) (V2f) (V2b) (V2f)
A A+D+E A+B A+D+E
Vim Vil vid Vle Vil vid
(V2m) (val) (vad) (V2e) (val) (vad)
E B+E A+C/D A+E B+E A+C/D
g S
Fig. 9 Forme - Setting 1 Fig. 10 Stereo - Setting 2 Fig. 11 Stereo - Setting 3

DOLLARD SETTINGS - CONSTANT STEREO VARIANTS

VARIANT ALPHA OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTION
REFERENCE KEY
STEREO SETTING 2 (For listing of cliché variants and positions in each stereo, see fig 10).
Via (V2a) A ‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘v’ over ‘4.
Vic (V2c) A+C |'R’over‘Se’/r’ over ‘A & ‘L’ over right shank of ‘n’ in ‘na’.
Vid (vV2d) A+C/D |‘R’over ‘Se’/ ‘T’ over ‘A’ & ‘U over right shank of ‘1’ & centre of ‘ha.
V1f (V2f) A+D+E | ‘R’ over‘Se’ / ‘t’ over ‘4 & ‘L’ centred over ‘na’ & ‘é1’ over ‘1’ in ‘1922’.
V1h (V2h) A+l |‘R’over ‘Se’/ ‘v’ over ‘A’ & ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanad’ slightly raised.
V1j (V2)) G Diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ in ‘Rialcar’ and first leg of ‘1" of na.
V1k (V2k) B L’ over left shank of " of ma.’.
V1l (V2l) B+E [‘U over left shank of n" of ‘na’ & ‘€1’ over ‘1’ in 1922,
Vim (V2m) E ‘e’ over ‘1’in 1922’

Constant variants arising from stereo settings 2 & 3 occur 16 times in a full sheet and eight times in each
pane. The location of stereos in a setting, from which the positioning of variants occurring in a sheet or
pane can be determined, is shown in fig. 8.

Variant references - V1 apply to the 17 February 1922 issue & V2 listings apply to the 1 April 1922
issue, which adopted the use of red ink for overprinting the 2'4d, 4d & 9d stamp values.




DOLLARD SETTINGS - CONSTANT STEREO VARIANTS

VARIANT | ALPHA OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTION
REFERENCE KEY

STEREO SETTING 3 (For listing of cliché variants and positions in each stereo, see fig. 11).

Vla (V2a) A ‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘r over ‘4.

V1b (V2b) A+B |‘R’over‘Se’/ ‘I’ over ‘A’ & ‘U over left shank of ‘" in ‘na’.

vid (v2d) | A+C/D |‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘r over ‘A’ & ‘L’ over right shank of ‘i’ & centre of ‘nA’.

Vle (V2e) A+E |‘R’over‘Se’/ ‘T’ over ‘4’ & ‘&1 over ‘1’ in ‘1922’.

Vif (v2f) | A+D+E |‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘I’ over ‘4, ‘U centred over ‘na” & ‘é1’ over ‘1’ in ‘1922’.

Vig (V2g) A+H |[R’ over‘Se’/ ‘T’ over ‘A’ & diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ & first leg of 1’ of ‘ha’.

V1i (V2i) A+]) ‘R’ over ‘Se’/ T’ over ‘A’ & ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanad raised.

V1k (V2k) B L’ over left shank of 1" of ma.’.

V1l (V2l) B+E [U over left shank of ‘n’ of na’ & ‘é1’ over ‘1’ in “1922’.

V1n (V2n) C+F |U' overrightshankof ‘n’ in‘na’ & ‘i’ of "heipeann’ over ‘1’ in ‘1922’.

CONSTANT STEREO VARIANTS - ALPHA KEY
Line Alignment Variants A to F

SE AT Sre L IIA LA IJA nrA j '

C D Normal E F

, O
-
2 -

Normal Normal

Type Variants Gto J
Sealadac SealadacC
R /"}'“ lac adaC
G H | J

DOLLARD - NON REPETITIVE VARIANTS

VARIANT OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTION & SHEET LOCATION
REFERENCE
Viq Dot for ‘1’ in 1922, Setting 2 Location R17/7.
Vlga ‘1’ missing in 1922, Setting 2 Location R17/7.
V1r (V20) |Flattail to ‘9’ of ‘1922’ . Setting 1 Location R15/12 & R20/1.
V1s Raised final 2" in ‘1922’ . Setting 3 Location R16/3.
V1t (V2p) |‘Scalanad’ for ‘Sealanad’. Various settings and locations.
Other overprint letter flaws arise from the 3 stereo settings, the majority of which are as a
result of type damage or over inking. In this publication such flaws are not detailed, for
information see author’s book referenced on page 5.

Out of alignment pairs
occur between adjacent
stereos and are found with
SAR { overprinted sheet stamps,

Vi |

i
OO s

' 0. (GiaLERENN) 04 essays & imperforate proofs.
T1/Vir T1/Vit T1/Vif
Flat tail to ‘9’ Scaladac




DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOFS
Low Value Five Line Format

Dollard proofs with a dark blue ink overprint, are the most noteworthy. These proofs printed for approval
by the Postal Authority, were taken from four 5 x 3 setting 1 stereos, from which a two row block of
twenty four (12 x 2), without backstamp is recorded, see fig. 12.

"
o RALEAP  TUALEAP Riatcap  Teateap Mialcap  Mslgap  Tuatzap Muatzap Matcap . Riatcap Riatcar - ialcar
Sealavaé  Sealavad  Sealavad SeAlaDaé  Sealavaé  Sealavad Sealavaé | Sealavaé  Sealavad Seavabaé  Seatavaé  Seatavad

va N na na na wa na na na ha na na
é L hé héeann héiieann hémeann | héyeann héipeann hépeann  hépeann  héipeann

1922 1022 . 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

Tatcap Malzap  Talcar Riatcap Ruatcap Tiatcdp  “Rualear Riatcar . fiatcap  Riatcar Riarcar Riatcar
Sealavad Seatavaé Sealavaé Sealavad Sealavad Seatavad Seatavad Seatavaé Sealavaé Sealavad Sealavaé  Seatavaé
na a

TORES DEPT., G.P.O;

na na na na na na »a na e e B o
- nn h n sAnn hpreann eann < .
héipeann  higeann  héipeann  héioann  hépeann  hépeann he:,;::nu hépea Gipeann 12“ 15‘,.’.' ],;:: ALDBOROUGH HOUNE DUSLIK.

1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

Fig. 12 PR1 Proofs with no Backstamp N.T.S.

It is understood that the remaining proofs from this print run (rows 3, 4 & 5) were retained by Dollard.
Some of these proofs are known to have been type 1 backstamped and initialed, these proofs are
referenced PR1a, see fig. 13. For further information on PR1 proofs, see Appendix 1, which copies an
article by the author, published in the April 2020 Journal of the Irish Philatelic Circle.

Rualocap alcay ORIRIAL | omimwaL |
SealADAE  Sealavac 0/ g AR i
na na .
héipeann  héipeann DOLLARD. |
1022 1922 17.2.22 1
‘altap . Rialzap
SoalaRAE  Sealanaé
e fna ‘
néipeann  hé&peann
1922 1022
Fig. 13 PR1a Proofs with Type 1 Backstamp N.T.S.

Type 1 Type 2
Dollard adopted the use of type 1 & type 2 backstamps, -
which read - ‘ORIGINAL PROOF / DOLLARD / 17.2.22°.
These backstamps occur with the initials ‘B J B’, which
refer to B. J. Brennan in his capacity of Plant Manager of
the Dollard Printinghouse, see fig. 14.

Fig. 14
PROOF 17 FEBRUARY 1922 ISSUE - IMPERFORATE PROOFS .
PR2 Stereo Setting 1
REFERENCE DISTINGUISHING FEATURES
Riatcay riatcay
Proofs from Stereo Setting 1 Seatavad Sealavad
- - " na na
PR1 Dark blue overprint, thin whitish paper, no backstamp. héireann  héipeann
(24 examples known) - fig 12. 1922 1922

PR1a As PR1, with violet backstamp Type 1 - fig. 13.

Riatcary riatcap

Proofs from Stereo Settings 1, 2 & 3 Se"‘k‘;"“é Seatavaé
na
PR2 Black overprint, thin whitish paper, no backstamp - fig. 15. he;ﬂe‘z‘"“ héipeann
92 1922

PR2a As PR2, with violet backstamp Type 1.

PR3 Black overprint, thin buff paper, no backstamp. Fig. 15

PR3a |As PR3, with violet backstamp Type 1. Appendix 2 displays block
examples of proofs PR2
through to PR4a, from the
PR4a As PR4, with violet backstamp Type 2. three stereo settings in use.

PR4 Black overprint, thick whitish paper, no backstamp.




PROOF
REFERENCE

IMPERFORATE PROOFS - ERRORS, VARIETIES, FLAWS

Overprint Errors

PR2b Black overprint, thick whitish paper, with both a normal and double misplaced overprints

on the reverse. Stereo setting 1 - fig.16.

PR5 Black overprint from a defaced plate. Stereo settings 1 & 2 - Setting 2 example fig.17.

Overprint Varieties (additional to constant alignment variants)

Vir Flat tail to ‘9’ of ‘1922’. Stereo setting 1 - fig.18.

Overprint Flaws

Fim Blotted ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanad’ - fig. 19.

Fls Broken tail to ‘9’ of ‘1922’. Stereo setting 1 - fig.20.

Overprint Unlisted Flaws

UF1t Broken right limb of ‘h” in ‘héine anr’. Stereo setting 2 - fig.21.

UF1t Break in loop of ‘n’ in ‘na’. Stereo setting 1 - fig. 22.

Full details of overprint flaws are detailed in the author’s book, which is referenced on page 5.
Constant overprint alignment variants V1a to V1n from settings 2 & 3 are as listed - figs. 10 & 11.

R4 TAP Ral ap Ria ap RiaLTAr
Sea ADAG Seal DA¢  Seal .0aé SeAlLADAG
_nana tA n . g o %
Smeémaann hé& eann héiypann  héip rann héireann
1922922 1)22 1% 22 1g 2 1922
RiaReavca ® Lear R ocar Ria Ap iatcap /
erse s Se:r ADAE Ses ADAC  Seal ioaé Sealavad ]
1A A 5 n., na
Fig. 16 PR2b hé ieann  hé€jeann  heéi rann héipeann
1)22 122 TC 2 1922
Fig. 17 PR5 Setting 2 Fig. 19 PR2/F1m
Riatzap Riatcap RiaLTAp
SeA:;,:'OAc SeA:.‘,,:DAé SeA::()Aé Riatcap RiaLTap Riatcap
héipeann héipeann héipeann seAxibAc seAkiDAé SGA:;/:DAC
e B - o héipeann  héipeann héipeann
1922 1922 1922
Riatcap Riatcap Riatcar
Seataoaé  Seataoaé  Seatavad
na na na
héipeann  héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922 1922 i
' Fig. 20 PR4a/F1s
Riatcap RiatTap Riatcap Riatcap
SealavAé  Sealavaé  Sealavad RiatTap —]_Seatavaé
na na na Sealavaé B
héipeann  héipeann  héipeann _na héipeann
1922 1922 1022 beipeann 1922
//' 1922.
Riatcap Riatzap Riatzap . alcap
SealavAaé  Sealavaé  Seatanad Fig. 21 PR2a/UF1t Seataoaé
_ha na na na
héireann  héipeann  héipeann Appendix 2 displays further héipeann
1922 1922 1922 1922
9 9 9 PR2 to PR5 examples. .

Fig. 18 PR4a/V1r
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Fig. 22 PR3/UF1t




DOLLARD OUT OF ALIGNMENT PAIRS (OAP)

Out of alignments occur between adjacent stereos, due to the inaccurate positioning of the stereos in the
frame. With the first issue OAP’s can arise with proofs - PR2/OAP, PR2a/OAP, PR3/OAP, PR3a/OAP,

PR4/OAP and PR4a/OAP and from stereo settings 1, 2 & 3.
RiAlTAP  RialTap
Seatavaé  Seatavad
Rattar  riatcap na _ A
Seatavaé  seatavad Proofs from adjacent stereos . héipeann  héipeann
A na —T 1922 1922
héireann héipeann
1922 1922 Riatcap Riatcap
PR3/OAP nIAtCA]“ iALCA]' Sealaoaé  Seatavaé
. o nA
Stereo Setting 1 Seatavad SealADAL héigeann él::Ann
na nAa 1922 1922
orr | Méine héipeann
T k022 1922 PR4a/OAP
Stereo Setting 1

DOLLARD PANE - AUTHENTICATED

The part pane taken from setting 2 stereos is accompanied with a hand stamp and appendage which reads
‘Genuine proofs, For Dollard Printinghouse Dublin, Ltd., B. J. Brennan, June 14 1922’, see fig. 23.
This proof block coincides with Dollard being precluded by the Postal Authority, as an overprint
contractor, in favour of Alex. Thom, on the 12 June. This particular proof pane was overprinted by
Dollard with stereos from forme setting 2, which were subsequently transferred and in use by Thom,
until Thom were in a position to release a new series, adopting an improved print quality. Albeit
conjecture the reasoning for this could be twofold, either - Dollard printed this pane as part of the
handover process to Thom or secondly this printing was initiated by Brennan, for a philatelic purpose ?

1atcay riateap RiaLTApP RIALTAY RiaLzTAp rateap Ratcap Riatzap fuatcap
SealaDAd SoalaDAG  Sealavad  SealAvAé  Soalavad  Seatavadé  Seatavaé  Seatavad  Seatavad
na na na na na na nAa na na
héieann hbigoann héipeann  hbeann héywann  héieann héipeann  hépeann  héireann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922
RiALTAY fuatcap aLTap fuatcap rRiatcap Riatcap Riatcay atear fatcay
Sealavaé  Sealavaé Sealavad  Seatavadé  Seatavaé  Seatavad SeAlavadé  Seatavaé  Soatavad
na na na na na na na na na
héipoann héipeann  héieann  hyreann hépeann  héipeann héipeann  héipeann  héipgeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 . 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

Rialcar riatcap fatoap atcap alcay riatcap Tuateay fuatcap atcay
Sealaoad Soalavadé  Soalavad  Seatavadé Soalavadé  Sealavad  SeAlavaé  Sealadaé  Seatavad

na na na na na na na na na
héieann  héipoann  héieann  héyreann héipeann  héipeann hépeann  hépeann  héipgeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

riatcay RaLcay RiaLTAP Riatcap fuatoay fatcap riatcap Riatcarp atcap
Seatavad Soalavad SoalaDAE  Sealavaé Sealavad Soalavaé Seatavaé Seatavaé Seatavad
na na na na na na na na na
néipeann  héipeann T -
1922 1922

Riatcar atcap
Sealavaé  Sealavad

na na . .
héieann hépeann h Dollaard, Primtinghonse, ’)lm lﬁ
1922 10922 ’
W
Fig. 23
PR2

Stereo Setting 2
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1 APRIL 1922
DOLLARD LOW VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS (RE-ISSUE)

Following release by Dollard of the first overprinted stamps a decision was taken by the Postal Authority
to overprint the 2'4d, 4d & 9d GB stamps with red ink, as opposed to the black to greyish-black inks,
which were in use. The reason for this being the difficulty in disseminating postmarks against Dollard’s
duller shades of the black ink overprint, coupled with the basic stamp colours of the three stamps in
question.

1 3 1 3
This re-issue by Dollard maintained the same overprint style and dimensions as
with their first issue, but with a change to red ink, see fig. 7. 113 (1|3
For this series Dollard used 3 x 5 stereos from setting 2, together with a layout

which made use of stereos taken from formes 1 and 3 and which is referred to asa | 'NTERPANE GUTTER
combination setting, see fig. 24. The characteristics for setting 2 and setting 3 11313
stereos are as shown respectively in figs.10 &11. To make up a combination setting
the stereos were placed alternately and as with the first issue the setting 1 stereos 1|13 (1|3
were accurately aligned.

Fig.24

12 JUNE 1922

Combination Setting
THOM LOW VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS

With the termination of Dollard’s contract, the overprinting of Dollard Overprint  Thom Overprint
Red Ink Carmine Ink

the three values covered in this section were taken up Thom, as
an interim measure. Thom made use of a Dollard type 2 stereos,
before release of their own series of low value overprinted
stamps, from the7 July 1922. With this interim printing by Thom,
the ink used displays a carmine (pale rose) hue, see fig. 25.

In this publication the author attributes the overprinting of the 2% d, 4d & 9d stamps to both Dollard and
Thom, a factor which is not clearly acknowledged in specialist publications. Of particular note is the
inclusion of overprints on the 2%2d value by Thom.

In support of this viewpoint reference is made to a booklet written by Charlotte J. Cooke in January
1924. In this publication it states the following - 1,800 sheets of the 2/:d value were overprinted using
red and carmine inks. If this record is correct and if the quantity of 1,300 overprinted with red ink is also
correct, then it follows that the balance of 500 sheets were overprinted by Thom.

OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW

OVERPRINT GB STAMP
STAMP
REFERENCE FACE BASIC STEREO SHEETS OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTINGS PRINTED INK COLOUR ISSUE
T9 2%d Blue 1+3 1,300 Red 1 April
T10 ad Grey-green 2,1+3 1,800 1922
T11 9d Agate 2,1+3 2,600
GB STAMP THOM OVERPRINTS
T9A 2%d Blue 2 500 Carmine 12 June
T10A 4d Grey-green 2 700 1922
T11A 9d Agate 2 800

Subject to validation it appears probable that Dollard made limited use of stereo setting 2, with the 4d
stamp in conjunction with sheet control S21 Imperforate and also the 9d stamp with sheet controls S22
Imperforate & S22 Perforate.

12



DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOFS
Low Value Five Line Format

With the adoption of the red ink overprints Dollard prepared imperforate proofs taken from stereo setting
2 and the combination setting 1 + 3. Proofs are recorded in three forms being - no backstamp and with
either type 1 blue-black or type 2 violet backstamps, see fig. 26.

PROOF IMPERFORATE PROOFS Type 1
REFERENCE DISTINGUISHING FEATURES Blue-black
Backstamp

Proofs from Stereo Settings 2 & 1+ 3

PR6 Red overprint on thin whitish paper.

ORIGINAL

PR6a As PR6, with blue-black backstamp Type 1 - fig. 26. Fig. 26 PROOF.
ARD,
PR6b | As PR6, with violet backstamp Type 2 - fig. 26. 1\7'ple t2 :
iole
PR7 Red overprint on thin buff paper, backstamp Type 2. Backstamp

Appendix 3 displays block examples of proofs PR6 through to PR7, from the two stereo settings in use.

Highlighted below is an extract of a letter from B.J. Brennan, Manager of the Dollard Printinghouse,
Dublin, Ltd. His reply states ‘the proofs are genuine and are part of the specimens submitted by us to the
Post Office Authorities’, see fig. 27.

1t is questioned if this statement, which accompanied a pair of PR6b proofs acquired by the author is
bona fide and to what extent the comment applies to the many proofs, which are known to exist ?

Rialzcap riatzap Setting 1 Setting 3
SRRLERP oo |_Seatavad  Sealavad
SealavAC  Sealavad ke s e Riatcap riatcap
e T héeann  héipeann Sealavad  seatavaé
héipeann  hépeann % \ _ na e
22 N\ 1922 "+
1922 1922 3% A héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922
PR6b (R1/1 & R1/2) Whitish Paper PR7 (R1/1 & R1/2) Buff Paper
Setting 1 from Combination Setting Setting 2 with Variant V2j Riatcap Rialeap
Seatavaé :
OUT OF ALIGNMENT PAIRS 4 e
Out of alignment clichés occur between adjacent stereos in use —1~Lémﬂﬂl héipeann
with proofs PR6/OAP, PR6a/OAP, PR6b/OAP & PR7/OAP. oap | | 1922
In the PR6b/OAP example shown, from a composite stereo
arrangement, the lower left cliché from a setting 3 stereo also PREb/OAP between Stereos
displays the variant V2e (A+E), for details, see fig. 11, page 7. Comblration Setting] 148
Dear Sir,

In answer to your letter of the 8th‘inst., the

proofs you send are genuine and are part of the specimens

submitted by us to the Post Office Authorities.
Fig. 27

Yours faithfully, -~
DOLLARD, PRIN?}IN%HOUSE. DUBLIN, LTD, S~

PH >
Postal ,
History / i /
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DOLLARD PRINTING TRIALS (ESSAYS)

Overprint trials using red ink on GB '4d sheets, were undertaken by Dollard. All sheets recorded are from
printers plate 68 with a S22 imperforate control and with Dollard making use of overprint stereo setting 2.
Overprinted stamps are recorded with and without the Dollard type 2 back stamp, but
with the ‘BJB’ initials omitted, see fig. 28.

Overprint alignment variants occurring with setting 2 are as highlighted in fig. 29.
To overprint a full sheet a setting was made up of eight stereos in each pane, as a
result of this the variants listed occur 16 times in each Post Office sheet. In respect of

AALABNARS SN AL

variants found with the S221 control blocks of six stamps, the clichés shown with a grey i
infill are from sheet positions - rows 19 & 20, stamps 1, 2 & 3. Fig. 28
STEREO SETTING 2 CLICHE ALIGNMENT VARIANTS G AF |
A) ‘r’ over ‘Se’ This variant can be determined by the positioning of .
the long stroke of the ‘n’ in ‘Rialcan’ being almost vertically over, or (v2i) (Vzh)
slightly to the left of the top (centre point) of the third ‘4’ in ‘Sealavac’. 5 A
B) ‘L’ over left shank of ‘n’ in “n&\’.

(V2k) | (v2a)
C) ‘L’ over right shank of ‘n’ in ‘n&\’.
D) ‘L’ over centre point of ‘nd\’. A
E) ‘61’ over 7 in 1922". ize)
F) ‘m’ over ‘1’ in ‘1922°. A A+D+E
G) Diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ in ‘Rialcan’ and first leg of ‘n’ in ‘nA’. (V2a) | (v2f)
Damaged top to ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanac’.

. , E B+E | A+C/D

H) Diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ of ‘Rialcar’ and first leg of ‘n’ of ‘na’.

V2 V2| v2d
I) Raised ‘¢’ in ‘Sealaoaé’ (slight). el RS B

In this section printing trials undertaken by Dollard are described as ‘Essays’. Fig. 29
The rationale for this being that red overprints on GB stamps were not intended
for postal use. The use of the term ‘Essay’ was first used by Dr. Cyril Dulin.

ESSAY PRINTING TRIALS
REFERENCE OVERPRINT DISTINGUISHING FEATURES

Basic GB stamp Y2d Green Gibbons Reference N14

PR8 Red overprint with no backstamp.

PR8a Red overprint, violet type 2 backstamp, no initials - fig. 28.

OVERPRINT PRINTING ERRORS

PR8b As PR8 with double overprint, one being albino.

PR8c As PR8a with double overprint, one being albino.

PR9 As PR8a overprint misplaced with date at top - fig. 30.

PR9a As PR9 with double overprint, one being albino.

PR9b As PR8a with date missing from rows 1 & 11 - fig. 31.

PR9c As PR9b with double overprint, one being albino.

DOLLARD OUT OF ALIGNMENT PAIRS (OAP)

Out of alignments occur between adjacent setting 2 stereos.
OAP’s arise with overprinted stamps from PR8/OAP & PR8a/OAP PR8
and less commonly can also be encountered with essays referenced OAP L
PR8b to PR9c. See example of PRS/OAP - fig. 32.
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HARRISON PRINTERS PLATE 68 & SHEET CONTROL S22 IMPERFORATE
CONTROL BLOCK CHARACTERISTICS (Rows 19 & 20, Stamps 1, 2 & 3)

Left side margin ‘ “
imperforate . o H
P — ! R19/1 |} R19/2 | R19/3
H ls H
: : : Issue by Harrison of 522
Boks ¢ bl X3 Ei 979._4-.‘-Vc}s'ococ-tn_,o---’o’o;%‘ii‘o’i’-’iﬂg'--oo-'o control from January 1922
ot inner of jubilee H . H
line at 11 5me - : : : until 30 April 1922
{ R20/1 i R20/2 } R20/3
ol . .
q ¢! ; 1
se Ei’-'n‘io’b‘o‘o’o’.‘o‘l‘o’ci‘n‘o‘oactiotc.'n.ancoooco.f(Tb”n:
S 22 «——1 S22 Imperforate - control
adjacent to stamp R20/2.
I Second ‘2’ raised & more to

right of adjacent jubilee line

T
Betten magin as compared with Plate 72.

imperforate

DOLLARD STEREO SETTING 2 - CONTROL BLOCKS & GUTTER PAIR

o
PR8a/S22I Red Overprint Type 2 Backstamp PR9/S22I As PR8a with Overprints misplaced - date at top
(Cliché positional Variants as shown fig. 29) (Cliché positional Variants as shown fig. 29)
bdbAbAAebS S MAASSALASEES SMMRMARARIAOES oL 4
b} ORIGINA '._. ORIGINAL ‘E ORIGINAL E ;; (
'l PROOF: ?: PROOF . PROOF § Variant pf.. . PRRGC "_
E DOLLARD'E DOLLARD. 2| poLLARD ] val i LARD:
3 71222 19222 4 17.222 . | 17293
3 1 g ; : (see fig.27) E! ‘
E o e b o B B e 7
$7 : .....Q‘......;O‘ .0...: XYY X ..‘_'ll.:;‘l?-
¥ o} ORIGINAL § s K \
1 #l PrOOE. ; : ROG |
3 S DOLLARD. § ARD.{ Interpane
E 3 1veae Bl 17.2.22 5 Gutter =
: : 3
3 — , s
PR8a/S22I Type 2 Backstamp

PR8a/GP Gutter Pair, Type 2 Backstamp
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17 FEBRUARY 1922
DOLLARD HIGH VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS

For high value GB ‘Seahorse’ stamps, as in fig. 2a, Dollard adopted a 4 line overprint, see fig. 33.

Line widths Characteristics
12.50mm Riatcar Overprint ink - black.
15.00mm Seataoaé : :
- Date with antique numerals.
21.50mm na heéipeann
6.50mm 1922 Long tail to ‘9’ and no full stop after 1922’
Overall height 14.00mm Wide spacing between the ‘h’ and ‘e’.  Fig. 33
OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW
OVERPRINT GB STAMP DOLLARD OVERPRINTS
RESF.II-E?;I\EAI\T CE FACE BASIC STEREO | SHEETS | OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTING | PRINTED | INK COLOUR ISSUE
T12 2/6 | Chocolate-brown 4x5 1,000 Black 17 February
T13 5s Rose-carmine 4x5 650 Black 1922
T14 10s Dull Grey-blue 4x5 500 Black
STEREO SETTING

Only one 4 x 5 overprint stereo setting made up of 20 clichés was in use for all three values. This stereo
arrangement required two press passes to overprint a sheet of forty high value stamps. As a result of the
press process consistent overprint variants occurring in the first five rows, are repeated in the lower half
of the sheet, in the same relative positions.

‘R’ over ‘Se’ alignment variants occur twelve times in each sheet, in the following positions:
R1/3,R2/3, R3/2, R3/3, R4/3, R7/3, R8/1,R9/1,2 & 3, R10/2 & 4.
In order to validate ‘R’ over ‘Se’ alignments the downward stroke of the ‘r’ of ‘Rialcar’ will be

directly over the centre point of the second ‘4’ in ‘Se.alavac’, whereas with normal settings the
downward stroke of the ‘r’ is to the right of the centre point of the ‘A’.

DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOFS

PROOF DISTINGUISHING FEATURES
REFERENCE
PR10 Dark blue overprint on thin pale cream woven paper, no back stamp, see Appendix 1.
PR11 Black overprint on thin pale cream woven paper, no back stamp - fig. 34.
PR11a As PR11, with type 2 initialed backstamp - fig. 34.
PR12 Black overprint, medium whitish paper, no back stamp.
PR12a As PR12, with initialed type 2 back stamp.
Riatcap Riatcap
SeAl:A'OAé SeAl:A'OAé Fig 34
na heéipeann na  héijeann examples display normal —
1922 e ‘R’ over ‘Se’ alignments. I ORiG
Rialcap
SenlATAL
riatcayp Riatcap na héijeann
Sealavaé Sealaoac % 1922
na héipeann na héipeann _—
2 O\ a
1922 PR12 1922 = Y
SPECIMENS

A specimen set of overprinted stamps T12, T13 & T14 is known to exist in the archives of the Universal
Postal Union (UPU). The ‘SPECIMEN’ handstamp is located on the left in black, sans serif upright letters
and dimensions - width 13mm and height 2mm.
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17 FEBRUARY 1922
THOM LOW VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS

For low values, as pictured in fig. 3a, Thom adopted a five line overprint as shown in fig. 35.

Line widths

Overall height

11.50 mm
14.50 mm
3.50mm
13.50 mm
6.50 mm

16.00 mm

Rialcap
Sealavaé
na
héipeann
1922,

Characteristics

Overprint ink - black.

Date with block type numerals.

Full stop after ‘1922.".

Fig. 35

STEREO SETTINGS
For this issue Thom used two different setting formats.
SETTING 1 With this setting a 12 x 10 cliché arrangement was in use, enabling a complete sheet to be
overprinted using one stereo setting for each pane.
SETTINGS 2, 3 & 9 For these settings the basic stereos in use were 4 x 4. As aresult, a full pane setting
required three 4 x 4 stereos, plus a make up of six 4 x 3 part stereos. Normally the 4 x 4 stereos were
located in the upper section, with the 4 x 3 part stereos set in the lower section of each pane. A typical
lower pane layout for both proofs & sheet stamps, from settings 2, 3 or 9, is shown in fig. 36. Upper pane
positions - rows 1 to 10, columns 1 to 12 and lower pane - rows 11 to 20, columns 1 to 12. Sub-settings
la, 1b & 2a, 2b are known with sheet stamps, but use with proofs tbc, see Appendix 3.

R11/1 | R11/2 | R11/3 | R11/4 | R11/5 | R11/6 | R11/7 | R11/8 | R11/9 | R11/10 | R11/11 | R11/12
R12/1 | R12/2 | R12/3 | R12/4 | R12/5 | R12/6 | R12/7 | R12/8 | R12/9 | R12/10 | R12/11 | R12/12
4x4 4x4 4x4
Stereo Stereo Stereo
R13/1 | R13/2 | R13/3 | R13/4 | R13/5 | R13/6 | R13/7 | R13/8 | R13/9 | R13/10 | R13/11 | R13/12
R14/1 | R14/2 | R14/3 | R14/4 | R14/5 | R14/6 | R14/7 | R14/8 | R14/9 | R14/10 | R14/11 | R14/12
R15/1 | R15/2 | R15/3 | R15/4 | R15/5 | R15/6 | R15/7 | R15/8 | R15/9 | R15/10 | R15/11 | R15/12
R16/1 | R16/2 | R16/3 | R16/4 | R16/5 | R16/6 | R16/7 | R16/8 | R16/9 | R16/10 | R16/11 | R16/12
4x3 4x3 4x3
Stereo Stereo Stereo
R17/1 | R17/2 | R17/3 | R17/4 | R17/5 | R17/6 | R17/7 | R17/8 | R17/9 | R17/10 | R17/11 | R17/12
Rialea Rialea RialTA Rialea
R18/1 | R18/2 | R18/3 | R18/4 | jwalwar | aboer | comoers |omatcar | R18/9 | R18/10 | R18/11 | R18/12
na na na na
héipeann | héipeann | héipeann | héipeann
1922. 1922. 1922. 1922,

RialTA Rialea RialTa RiatlTa
R19/1 | R19/2 | R19/3 | R19/4 | clavear | ‘ualear | pmabcer | smatcer | R19/9 | R19/10 | R19/11 | R19/12

A 7.
4x3 hé';nnn héq':umn hé'::mm h&::mm 4x3
Stereo 1922. 1922, 1922. 1922, Stereo
Riatcar RialTa Riatea Riatlca
R20/L | R20/2 | R20/3 | R20/4 | ZANST, | ey, | leer | macar, | R20/9 | R20/10 | R20/11 | R20/12
na na na na
héipeann | néipeann | héipeann | néipeann
1922, 1922. 1922. 1922,
Fig. 36 Lower pane layout comprising three 4 x 4 and six 4 x 3 stereos. Settings 2, 3 & 9.

Cliché /stamp positions for upper panes, with the same stereo arrangement is R1 to R10/1 to 12.

17



OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW

OVERPRINT GB STAMP THOM OVERPRINTS
TAMP
RESFERENCE FACE BASIC STEREO SHEETS OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTINGS | PRINTED | INK COLOUR ISSUE
T15 1%d Red-brown 1,2,3,9 4,000 Black
T16 & T17 | 2d Dies1 &2 Orange 1,2,3,9 | 40,000 Black 17 February
T18 6d Reddish-purple | 1,2,3 2,000 Black 1922
T19 1s Bistre-brown 1,2,3 2,000 Black
STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS
VARIANT POSITION OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS
REFERENCE IN SHEET
OVERPRINT SETTING 1 (Stamps Overprinted T15, 16, 17, 18, 19)
UF4h R8/3 Large full stop after “1922.".
V4c R9/6,7,8 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
FAha R9/12,R11/12 |Slightly dropped ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanad’.
FAha R11/12 Slightly dropped ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanac’.
Fab R16/2 Serif at foot of '’ in ‘Rialcar’
Fde R18/1 Damaged first ‘2’ in ‘Sealanad’.
- R19/3 ‘c’in ‘Sealanad’ perfect. (Setting 1a)
UF4h R19/3 ‘c’in ‘Seslanac’ damaged and second ‘n’ of “héinesanm’ with
damage to right leg. (Setting 1b)
V4c R19/6,7,8 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
UF4h R20/2 Second ‘2’ of “1922.’ thinned. ¥ (Setting 1b)
UF4h R20/3 Full stop after “1922." slightly dropped.
Faq R20/2,3 Right side of 1’ of “1922." almost under centre point ‘1’ in ‘héine.ann’
& stop after “1922." close to second ‘2’. (Setting 1a)
- R20/2,3 Right side of 1’ of “1922." to the left side of ‘1’ in ‘héine.ann’ & stop
after “1922.’ further from second ‘2’. (Setting 1b)
OAP R8to 20/1to4 |Raised overprints, giving rise to 13 out of alignment pairs.
- All Type runs/slopes down to the right. Overprint impressions light.
For details of sub-settings 1a & 1b - see Appendix 4.
Grey infill | For details see page 19.
(# Listed flaw not consistent) E&OE
STEREO SETTINGS
Setting 1 made use of a 12 x 10 stereo setting for each
pane, whereas for Settings 2, 3 & 9 panes were made up 4x4 4x4 4x4 | | 4x3 4x3 4x3 | | 4x3 4x3 4x3
of 4 x 4 & 4 x 3 stereos, see fig. 36. However in addition 4x3 4x3 4x3 4x3 4x3 43 | | 4xa 4xd 4xs
to th'e pormal stereo lay.out, pz'ltterns (1')'& (2? are kngwn 43 43 443 and axd 4 | | 3 453 243
and if in use the overprint variant positions listed, will be
subject to amendment - see fig. 37. Presently the number Normal Pattern (1) Pattern (2)
of sheets overprinted using stereo patterns (1) & (2) have Fig. 37

not been quantified.
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STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT
REFERENCE

POSITION
IN SHEET

OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS

OVERPRINT SETTING 2 (Stamps Overprinted T15, 16, 17, 18, 19)

F4m R4/9 ‘i’ for ‘ip’ in ‘héimeanty’.
Faa R8/4 Broken ‘i’ in ‘Rialcar’.
V4c R9/6,7,8 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
UF4ba R12/1 Damaged ‘S’ of ‘Sealanac’.  (Setting 2a)
UF4h R12/2 Break in left arm of ‘4’ in “héine an’. £ (Setting 2a)
UF4h R12/3 Chip out of ‘e’ in ‘héipne.ann’. £ (Setting 2b)
Vab R12/1,2,3 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ and ‘L’ over ‘na’.
UF4cb R12/4 Damaged ‘é’ in ‘héine.ann’. T (Setting 2b)
Vie R12/4 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over 19’ & wide setting of ‘é1’ & ‘e4’ in ‘héipe sann’
and ‘U’ over na..
UF4h R12/5 Break in ‘U’ of ‘Sealanac’. T (Setting 2a)
UF4h R12/6 Damaged ‘e’ of ‘Sealavac’ & ‘e’ of ‘héipean’.  (Setting 2a)
Vaf R12/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over 19’ of 1922. and ‘L’ over na’.
Vab R17/3 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ and ‘L’ over ‘na’.
UF4h R17/3 R’ of ‘Rualcar’ displays a shortened right leg.  (Setting 2a)
UF4h R17/3 Chip out of ‘1’ in ‘Rialcar’. T (Setting 2b)
UF4h R17/4 Chip out of first ‘o’ of ‘Sealanac’. T (Setting 2a)
UF4h R17/4 Second ‘a’ of ‘Sealanac’ with right leg flaw. F (Setting 2b)
Fadpa R17/6 Damaged second ‘2’ of ‘1922.’".  (Setting 2a)
Vaa R17/4,5,6 ‘R’ over ‘S’ and ‘al’ over ‘ma.’.
Fa4q R19/3 1" of “1922.” almost vertically under ‘v’ in ‘héineann’.
Véc R19/4 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Vic R19/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘e’ and ‘é1’ over ‘1’ of “1922.".
UF4h R20/2 Damaged dot after “1922.". (Setting 2a, dot undamaged in Setting 2b)
UF4h R20/3 Top of ‘LU’ in ‘Rialcar’ with chip or crack.
- R19/3 & R20/3 | Overprints heavy type compared with R19 & R20/1,2. (Setting 2a)
OAP - Stereos accurately set, resulting in no out of alignment pairs.

For details of sub-settings 2a & 2b - see Appendix 4.

(¥ Listed flaw not consistent)

E&OE

Grey infill
Pages
18,19, 20

Used to highlight minor variants & flaws from control blocks , which takes in stamps from
Rows 19 & 20/1, 2, 3. The 1d value was not in use with this Thom issue.

Overprint alignments ‘é1’ or ‘i’ over ‘1’, ‘é1” over “19’and 'L’ over 'ha’, as individual variants
are considered to be the norm in this publication, however they are listed if found in
control block positions, as an aid to determining the overprint settings - see Appendix 4.
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STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT POSITION OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS
REFERENCE IN SHEET
SETTING 3 (Stamps Overprinted T15, 16, 17, 18, 19)
F4e R8/1 Damaged ‘4’ in ‘Sealanad’. §
V4c R9/6,7,8 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Fde R12/4 Damaged ‘4’ in ‘Sealanad’. F
UF4h R12/5 Damaged left arm of ‘a’ in ‘Sealanad’. ¥
UF4h R12/6 Damaged tip to ‘¢’ of ‘héipean’. £
Vaf R12/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over 19’ of 1922’ & ‘L’ over na’.
Fac R17/2 Broken ‘r in ‘Rialcar’. #
Vab R17/3 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ & ‘L’ over ‘ha’.
vad R17/4 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘LU’ over na’ & wide ‘a.¢’ in ‘Sealanad’.
Vaa R17/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘S’ & ‘al’ over ‘na’.
- R19/2 ‘L’ more to the right of ‘" in ‘na’.
- R19/3 1’ of 1922’ almost vertically under ‘t’ in “‘héipe.an’.
Véc R19/4 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Véc R19/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘e’ & ‘é1’ over ‘1’ of 1922’
UF4h R20/1 “n’ or v of ‘héipe.ann’ broken - see fig. 38.
V4k R20/2 Short ‘1" in “1922’, second ‘2’ in ‘1922’ distorted & stop after “1922.
often deformed - see fig. 39.
OAP R1toR4/9to 12 |Overprints dropped, giving rise to 4 out of alignment pairs.
R11 to R14/9 to 12 |Overprints raised, giving rise to 4 out of alignment pairs.
- All Type runs/slopes down to the right.
Grey infill |See details on page 19.

(# Listed flaw not consistent)

E&OE

| LLLITR A,

Dok |

< 2 30
Ll

Fig. 38 UF4h R20/1

Fig. 39 V4k R20/2

OVERPRINT MEASUREMENTS (CONTROL BLOCKS)

In connection with the overprint settings in use with the February issue by Thom the overprint measure-
ments, as they apply to control blocks, are set out on Page 30. The measurements supplement the
variants listed with Settings 1, 2, 3 & 9 found with this issue, assisting the identification of settings with
control blocks to hand. As only the 1'4d, 2d, 6d & 1s values were overprinted by Thom for this joint
issue with Dollard, stamps arising from control blocks are only from rows 19 & 20, stamps 1,2 & 3 .
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STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT POSITION OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS
REFERENCE IN SHEET
SETTING 9 (Stamps Overprinted T15, 16, 17)
Setting 9 displays no ‘R’ over ‘S’ , ‘R’ over ‘Se’ or ‘R’ over ‘e’ variants.
Fad R10/4 Split ‘v’ in ‘Rialcar’.
FAda R11/9 Two dots (:) for ‘1" in ‘Rialcar’.
- R19/3 ‘0’ of ‘Sesalavac’ broken & hairline through the ‘i’ of ‘héipeann’.
UF4h R20/1 Vertical notch in the top of the ‘R’ in ‘Rialcar’.
Vak R20/5 Short 1" in “1922.".
OAP R1toR4/5to0 8 Overprints raised, giving rise to 8 out of alignment pairs.
R15to R17/5to 8 |Overprints dropped, giving rise to 6 out of alignment pairs.
Grey infill |For details see page 19. E&OE

Variant references listed with settings 1, 2, 3, & 9 are taken from the author’s book titled * Overprinted
Stamps of Ireland 1922 - 1935.
For this issue by Thom, minor variants are listed, but as a general rule they will not always be found
with imperforate proofs, however they will apply to sheet stamps overprinted for this issue.

With the 17 February issue, settings 1 & 2 are known to have sub-settings 1a,1b and 2a, 2b, details of
which are set out in Appendix 4, but as with minor variants, the characteristics will relate to stamps from

control blocks and are therefore added mainly for completeness.

THOM IMPERFORATE PROOFS

Thom imperforate proofs are only recorded from Settings 2 & 3 and were printed in early February 1922.

PROOF DISTINGUISHING FEATURES
REFERENCE
PR13 Black overprint on thin whitish paper.
PR13a As PR13, with Type 3 purple backstamp.
PR14 Black overprint on thin buff paper.
PR14a As PR14, with Type 3 purple backstamp.
Riatcap Rialcap Riatzap RiatTap
Seataoac SealavAC Sealavac  Sealavad
_ha _ha Row17 na na
héireann  hé€ipeann héipeann  héipeonn
1922; 1922, 1922, 1922.
Riatcapy Riatcap TRiatcor Riatcapy
SeataDAC  Sealavac Sealavaé  SealAvaé
_na RN Row18 na na.
héipeann  héipeann héipeann  héipeann
1922, 1922, 1922, 1922,
PR14 PR14

Normal Block

Block with V4c Variety
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Riatcap Riatcarp
Sealavaé  Sealavac
_na na
héiyeann  héipeann
1922, 1922.
PR13
ORIG! NA’I;
Riatzar St
Seatavac SUPPLIED BV
na ¥ THOM vo
héipeann DOLLARD,
1922. 12oh3e !
PR14a PR14a

Type 3 Backstamp

V4c Variety
Row 17, Stamps 5 & 6
‘R’ over ‘S’ & ‘al’ over ‘na’

Variety occurs with Settings 2 & 3.

For further proof block examples
- see Appendix 5.




THOM IMPERFORATE PROOF BLOCK

: ; 2 S 4 5 5
riatzap Riatcap RialTaf Riatcap Rialzap Riatcap
Sealavaé  SealavAC  SealaDAC  SealADAC  Sealavaé  Sealavaéd
Row 11 _na _na _na “MA na na
héireann  hépeann  héieann  héipeann  héipeann  héipeann
1922. 1922. 1922. 1922, 1922, 1922.
rialzAr Rialcap . Rialcar riatcap Riatcar Riatcap
~ Sealaoaé  SealADAC  SealADAE  SealaDAE  Sealadaé  Sealadaé
Row 12 na na na na na na
héireann  héireann  héireann  héipeann  héipeann  héipeann
1922. 1922, 1922. 1922. 1922. 1922,
Riatcap Riatcap Riatcap Riatcap Riatcap RialTap
SealaDAC  SeAalADAE | Sealadaé  Sealadaé Sealavdaé  Sealavaé
Row 13 na na na na na na
héipeann  héireann  héireann  héieann  héipeann  héipeann
1922. 1922 1922. 1922. 1922: 1922,

PR14 Black Overprint on Buff Paper
Positional Proof Block - Setting 2 Rows 11, 12, 13, Columns 1 to 6
Varieties
Vab - ‘R’ over ‘Se’ proofs R12/1, R12/2, R12/3
Vde - ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over ‘19’, wide setting of ‘é1’ & ‘es” in ‘héireann’ proof R12/4
VAf - ‘R’ over ‘Se’ & ‘é1’ over ‘19’ proofs R12/5 & R12/6

THOM COMPOSITORS MATRIX PROOF (CMP)

It is postulated that compositors matrix proof (CMP) strips were prepared by Alex. Thom and supplied to
Harrison & Sons. This action being taken to assist Harrison with the set up for overprinting of five line
coil stamps.

Two compositor strips are shown on page 23. Fig. 40 is the full size image of the NTS strip shown below.
Fig. 41 is a similar proof strip, which has been divided, with the addition of ‘Left Half” & ‘Right Half’
markings and with the major errors being highlighted in pencil.

fharcay hatTap RiatTap ! Riatecap . R!Al,c;\i‘ - Riatcap 5 ateap Riatzap Riatear Riatzap Riateay Riateay
Bealavaé  SealaDAé  Sealada¢  Sealadac  SealaDadé  SeAlADAC SealADAC  SealadAé  Sealaoaé  SealaDAC  Sealatad  SeataDAd:
na _na _na _na _na _na _na _na na na na na
héyeann  héeann  héipeannce chéieann  héeann  héieann  héeann  héeann  héyeann  héieann  héieann  héieann
1922, 1922, 1922. 1922, 1922, 1922, 1922, 1922, 1922, 1922, 1022, 1822.-
Cliché 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
1ALTA fhialca
PROOF DISTINGUISHING FEATURES i“,mzé Semm,l:é
REFERENCE A _ A
heijpieann heijieann
CMP Compositors Matrix Proof - black overprints, clichés from . i
positions 1 to 12, medium cream paper, no backstamp PR14b1 PR14b2
MATRIX PROOF - CLICHE ERRORS & VARIETIES
Ratca . RIALTAPF
PR14b1 |[Cliché 1to 12 - ‘R’ over ‘Se’. B 5 - o
) héipeann héipeam
PR14b2 |Cliché1to6 -‘t’ of ‘Rialcar’ over ‘o’ of ‘Sealavad’. 1922. 1922.-
PR14b3 |[Cliché 7to 12 - ‘v’ of ‘Rualcar’ to the left of ‘o’ of ‘Sealanac’. PR14b3 PR14b4
PR14b4 |Cliché 12 - ‘n’ of ‘héine.ann’ wider spaced from ‘o. Riatcap Riatcar
Sealavaé Seatavaé
PR14b5 | Cliché 3 Error - ‘héimeanncc’ for ‘héime.ant’. hé;::mncc ché:;::/mn
1922, I I 1922.
PR14b6 |Cliché 4 Error - ‘cthéineann’ for ‘héipe.ann’.
PR14b5 PR14b6
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COMPOSITORS MATRIX PROOF EXAMPLES

Fig. 40

%
-8 gg
B3<¢ga
g 5=
£
©
g5 &
94432
22 s Eo
- |d>—
€8 =
-Q
58 &
9444)2
33888
e 2 w0 -
W
s s
3 %
LEPE L
e E e
w O O
L 4
-Q
¥5 £
LEPEE
i e
Ed) 0
W e
QO
g o=
S g
BAS g o
TR
SE°5
fn <
Q
=g £
PR
’;a:&g
.-g D~
:m V.
“© > ]
=< =
PR
';.a:r-g
- g D ™
C R =
© £
=q =
3 2 & sd
-?,.;::.g
34 .
g2 ¢
2 5]
2
©Q
g £
20  ZGei
Be<gouw
29" &3
o o O
fa <=
Q
&2 g .
B3<38
4—)::-0)
52 o7
L
©
e £,
32 qdd
= 2.3
&
8 =

PR14b1
PR14b3
PR14b4
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PR14b1
PR14b3

PR14b1
PR14b3

PR14b1
PR14b2
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PR14b2

PR14b1
PR14b2
PR14b6

PR14b1
PR14b2
PR14b5

PR14b1
PR14b2

PR14b1
PR14b2

CMP EXAMPLE A

Clichés1to 12

Compositors Matrix Proof (CMP)
examples are shown in figs. 40 & 41.
Proof references in green highlight
errors and variants, details of which
are listed on page 22.

Fig. 41 is divided into two parts (Left
Half & Right Half) with pencil marks
identifying the non repetitive errors.
It is postulated that the pencil marks
were applied by either Alex Thom or
by Harrison & Sons.

The example shown in fig. 40 was
originally in the collection of the late
Commander Graham which was then
acquired by the late W.P. Fletcher in
2003 and latterly by the author in May

. 2008. The example shown in fig. 41

was from the collection of the late
Thomas Field, which was acquired
by the author in May 2019.
Compositors matrix proof strips are
considered to be very scarce.

i
Fig.41 .8 E
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CMP EXAMPLE B (Left Half)
Clichés1to6
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Fig. 41

:

PR14b1
PR14b3
PR14b4

RIALCAF

SeAlaDAG:
na

héipeann
1922.

PR14b1
PR14b3

Riateap
SealavAaé
na
héipeann
1922.

PR14b1
PR14b3

riaLcapy
SealADAC
na
héipeann
1922

PR14b1
PR14b3

nialcapy
Seataoaé
na
nhéipeann
1922

PR14b1
PR14b3

ity
SeAatavac
na
nhéipeann
1922.

PR14b1
PR14b3

natcap
SealaDAé
na
héipeann
1922

|

CMP EXAMPLE B (Right Half)
Clichés 7 to 12

Compositors matrix proofs were
made up by Thom, as ‘working
examples’ to assist Harrison &
Sons. Harrisons were contracted
by the Irish Postal Authority to
produce overprinted coil
stamps, for use with stamp
affixing machines, in both
vertical and horizontal formats.
This statement is supported in an
article - ‘Review of Harrison
Rolls for use in Ireland 1922 -
1925 by W. (Bill) P. Fletcher,
for the September edition of the
Irish Philatelic Circle’s Journal.
In this article the proof strip
shown in fig. 40 is featured.

Coil stamps were issued on
divers dates in June & August
1922, by Harrison & Sons.



JUNE & AUGUST 1922
HARRISON ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ COIL OVERPRINTS

Harrison & Sons were contracted to overprint four low value stamps and to make up these stamps into
vertical and horizontal coils, for use with affixing machines - see fig. 42. Harrison’s appointment is
considered to be related to the specialist skills required to guillotine post office sheets, followed by the
process of joining the cut rows and columns to form rolls.

Harrison adopted a five line overprint as shown in fig. 43.

Line Widths Characteristics

12.00mm Riatcap Overprint ink - shiny gloss black.

A5.00mm Seatavaé Low tail to 1’ of "Rialcar’.

3.50mm na
14.00mm hémemm ‘R’ over ‘Se’ & ‘1’ to left of ‘4 - all stamps.
6.75mm 1922, Letters narrower profile compared with Thom.

Overprint Height 17.00mm

Fig. 43

Unlike Dollard & Thom overprints, which were printed from stereos, it is considered most likely that the
Harrison overprints were taken from electrotype plates, which were made in-house.

OVERPRINT REFERENCE, STAMPS OVERPRINTED FOR USE IN ROLLS

OVERPRINT GB STAMP COILS WITH HARRISON OVERPRINTS Typical
STAMP Stamp
REFERENCE | FACE BASIC COILS | OVERPRINT INK | ISSUE OF Dispenser

VALUE COLOUR | ISSUED COLOUR FIRST BATCH
T20 ¥%d Green 492 | Shiny gloss black | 19 June 1922
T21 1d Scarlet 1,454 | Shiny gloss black [19 June 1922
T22 1%d Red-brown 118 | Shiny gloss black | 21 June 1922
T23 2d Diel| Orange 672 | Shiny gloss black | 19 June 1922 |
T24 2d Die2 | Orange 820 [ Shiny gloss black | August 1922 ' Fig. 42

PROOFS

No proofs are recorded from this issue, however it is noteworthy that Harrison’s were given guidelines by
Alex Thom, in the form of compositors matrix proofs, which are covered in the preceding section of this
publication. Arising from this the Harrison overprints display an ‘R’ over ‘Se’ alignment, which were a
constant feature of the Thom matrix proof examples - see PR14b1.

ROLLS
Stamps in rolls by Harrison were accompanied with a leader tab and coil end. The tabs show a production
control letter (in brackets), dispensing machine delivery mode, number of stamps in a roll, face value and
the roll price, which includes a production cost of 2d. Coils for horizontal delivery were made up of 480
stamps and with 500 stamps for vertical rolls, see fig. 44. Vertical delivery coils were also made up of
1000 stamps, with a production levy of 4d being added. Coil end markings, which are not shown, identify
the date of manufacture and the slitting operators number.

T20/CT2/LT

ANNILITVE

BNty - N7 P\
CE ) (D) (TWO PENCE ) (]

Fig. 44 * Original scans with cut or fold to fit this page
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7 JULY - 6 NOVEMBER 1922
THOM LOW VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS

For this issue all low value stamps featured in figs. 2a & 3a were overprinted by Thom, following the
award of a new contract. In the lead up to this issue Thom initiated steps to improve the overprint quality.
Experimental printings were performed with the introduction of glossing agents and the addition of blue
with the black ink. Sheets from these trials often displayed overprints with varying degrees of a dull
black finish. It is generally accepted that sheets from these printings were taken over by the Postal
Authority and wherever possible distributed for Post Office use, in parallel with the official printings.
For the record the overprinted 2'4d, 4d & 9d values, continued to use red ink, which was enhanced to be
more distinctive. The overprint layout shown in fig. 45, copies the earlier 17 February issue.

Line widths

Overprint inks - shiny blue-black or red (3 values).
Overprint impressions more intense & print image

Characteristics
11.50mm Riatcap
14.50mm  SeAlavaé
3.50mm na
13.50mm  héipeann
6.50mm 1922.

Overall height 16.00mm

Date with block type numerals & full stop after ‘1922.".

sharper compared with the earlier 17 February issue.

Fig. 45

No imperforate proofs were in use with this issue, but printing trials were performed on GB stamps in
sheets. Printing trials were undertaken during the pre-release period of this issue in order to improve the
print quality of overprints. This section lists all stamps overprinted, as with previous issues, with the
addition of a supplementary listing which highlights the stamps known to have been used for ‘Printing
Trials’, linked with details of the printers plates, sheet controls and overprint stereos in use.

STEREO SETTINGS
For this issue 4 x 4 stereos and 4 x 3 segments to make up full pane settings, were in use.

The 12 x 10 cliché arrangement, referred to, as setting 1 was not in use with this issue.

For the main issue printings Thom used of stereo settings 2 to 10 inclusive, whereas for trial printings
settings 2a, 3, 5, 7/8, 9 and possibly setting 10 were in use.

OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW

OVERPRINT GB STAMP THOM OVERPRINTS
RESF.II-E?R'I\EAI\T CE FACE BASIC STEREO OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTINGS INK COLOUR ISSUE

T25 %d Green 5,6,7,8,9,10 Shiny Blue-black 23 August 1922
T26 1d Scarlet 4,5,6.7/8,9,10 | Shiny Blue-black 20 July 1922
T27 1%d Red-brown 2,3,4,5,6,8,9 Shiny Blue-black 21 August 1922
T28 2d Die 1 Orange 2,3,4,5,7 Shiny Blue-black 7 July 1922
T29 2d Die 2 Orange 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 | Shiny Blue-black 7 July 1922
T30 2%d Blue 8,9 Red 8 September 1922

T31,(T31X) 3d Violet (Dull) 2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10 | Shiny Blue-black 11 July 1922
T32 4d Grey-green 8,9 Red 8 September 1922
T33 5d Yellow-brown 5,6,7,8,10 Shiny Blue-black 11 August 1922
T34 6d Reddish-purple | 2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10 | Shiny Blue-black 21 August 1922
T35 9d Agate 4,8 Red 11 August 1922
T36 9d Olive-green 9 Red 6 November 1922
T37 10d Turquoise-blue 5,7,9 Shiny Blue-black 24 August 1922
T38 1s Bistre-brown 2,5,6,8,9,10 Shiny Blue-black 21 August 1922
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STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT POSITION OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS
REFERENCE IN SHEET
OVERPRINT SETTING 2 (Stamps Overprinted T27, 28, 29, 31, 34, 38)
F6q R4/9 ‘i’ for ‘ip” in ‘héimeanty’.
F6a R8/4 Broken ‘i’ in ‘Rialcar’.
V6e R9/6,7,8 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
UF6f R12/1 Damaged ‘S’ of ‘Sealanac’.  (Setting 2a)
UF6q R12/2 Break in left arm of ‘4’ in “héine an’. £ (Setting 2a)
UF6q R12/3 Chip out of ‘e’ in ‘héinesnn’. 1 (Setting 2b)
V6b R12/1,2,3 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ and ‘L’ over ‘na’.
UF6g R12/4 Damaged ‘é’ in ‘héine.ann’. T (Setting 2b)
V6e R12/4 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over 19’ & wide setting of ‘é1’ & ‘ea’ in ‘héipe.anty’
and ‘U’ over na..
UF6q R12/5 Break in ‘U’ of ‘Sealanac’. T (Setting 2a)
UF6q R12/6 Damaged ‘e’ of ‘Sealavac’ & ‘e’ of ‘héipean’. £ (Setting 2a)
Vef R12/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over 19’ of 1922. and ‘L’ over na’.
Véb R17/3 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ and ‘L’ over ‘ha’.
UF6q R17/3 R’ of ‘Rualcar’ displays a shortened right leg.  (Setting 2a)
UF6q R17/3 Chip out of 1" in ‘Rialcar’. ¥ (Setting 2b)
UF6q R17/4 Chip out of first ‘s’ of ‘Sealavac’.  (Setting 2a)
UF6q R17/4 Second ‘a’ of ‘Sealanac’ with right leg flaw. F (Setting 2b)
Féwa R17/6 Damaged second ‘2’ of “1922.". ¥ (Setting 2a)
V6a R17/4,5,6 ‘R’ over ‘S’ and ‘al’ over ‘na’.
Féy R19/3 ‘1’ of “1922.” almost vertically under ‘' in ‘héipe.ann’.
Vée R19/4 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Vé6e R19/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘e’ and ‘é1’ over ‘1’ of ‘1922.’.
UF6q R20/2 Damaged dot after “1922.". (Setting 2a, dot undamaged in Setting 2b)
UF6q R20/3 Top of ‘LU’ in ‘Rialcar’ with chip or crack.
- R19/3 & R20/3 | Overprints heavy type compared with R19 & R20/1,2. (Setting 2a)
OAP - Stereos accurately set, resulting in no out of alignment pairs.
For details of sub-settings 2a & 2b - see Appendix 3. (# Listed flaw not consistent) E&OE
Grey infill |Used to highlight minor variants & flaws from control blocks , which takes in stamps from
panee Rows 19 & 20/1, 2, 3 and for the 1d value from Rows 19 & 20/10,11,12.
26, 10 30 Overprint alignments ‘é1’ or ‘1’ over ‘1’, ‘é1” over “19’and 'L’ over 'ha’, as individual variants
are considered to be the norm in this publication, however they are listed if found in
control block positions, as an aid to determining overprint settings - see Appendix 4.
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STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT POSITION OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS
REFERENCE IN SHEET

SETTING 3 (Stamps Overprinted T27, 28, 29, 31, 34)

Féh R8/1 Damaged ‘4’ in ‘Sealanad’. #
Vé6c R9/6,7,8 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Féh R12/4 Damaged ‘4’ in ‘Sealanad’. F
UF6q R12/5 Damaged left arm of ‘a’ in ‘Sealanac’. #
UF6q R12/6 Damaged tip to ‘¢’ of ‘héineann’. £
Vef R12/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over 19’ of “1922.” & ‘L’ over ‘na’.
Féc R17/2 Broken ‘r in ‘Rialcar’. #
Véb R17/3 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ & ‘U’ over ‘nas.’.
Veéd R17/4 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘U’ over na’ & wide ‘a¢’ in ‘Sealanad’.
V6a R17/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘S’ & ‘al’ over ‘na’.
- R19/2 ‘L’ more to the right of ‘n” in ‘na’.
- R19/3 1" of “1922." almost vertically under ‘1" in ‘héine.ann’.
Vée R19/4 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Véc R19/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘e’ & ‘é1’ over ‘1’ of 1922.’.
UF6q R20/1 G or * of ‘héineann’ broken - see page 20, fig. 38.
Vek R20/2 Short ‘1" in “1922.", second ‘2’ in “1922." distorted & stop after 1922.

often deformed - see page 20, fig. 39.

OAP R1toR4/9to 12 |Overprints dropped, giving rise to 4 out of alignment pairs

R11 to R14/9 to 12 |Overprints raised, giving rise to 4 out of alignment pairs

- All Type runs/slopes down to the right.

SETTING 4 (Stamps Overprinted T26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 34, 35)

V6e R9/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
- R19/1,2 ‘@1’ of ‘héipeam’ over ‘1" of 1922.".
- R19/10 ‘@1’ of ‘héipeam’ over 19’ of “1922.”.
OAP R11 to R14/5to 8 |Overprints raised, giving rise to 8 out of alignment pairs.
All Type runs/slopes down to the right.
(# Listed flaw not consistent) E&OE

Grey infill |For details - see page 26.
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STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT POSITION OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS
REFERENCE IN SHEET
SETTING 5 (Stamps Overprinted T25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 33, 34, 37, 38)
V6b R6/1,2,3 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ & ‘L’ over ‘ha’.
Vee R6/4 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘U’ over ‘na’ & wide ‘ér & ‘ea’ in ‘héimeann’ .
UF6q R8/5 Broken ‘1" in “‘héimeann’.
UF6q R9/5 Chip outof ‘U’in ‘Sealanad’.
Féq R9/6 Chips out of ip” in ‘héipeant’.
Vef R9/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘Se’, ‘é1’ over 19’ of “1922.” & ‘L’ over na’.
F6s R9/9 Broken ‘h’in ‘héineann’ (later printings).
Veg R16/5,6 &12 ‘R’ over ‘e’ & ‘ér’ over 19’ of 1922.".
Vée R16/11 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
- R19/2,3 ‘@1’ of ‘héipeam’ over ‘1’ of “1922.”.
- R19/1 & 10 1"in ‘héime.snn’ almost vertically over 1’ of 1922.
- R19/11,12 ‘@1’ of ‘"héipe.ann’ over ‘1’ of “1922.”.
UF6q R20/1 Small circular bulge in the right leg of the first ‘a’ in ‘Sealanac’.
Fed R20/4 Split ‘v’ in ‘Rialcar’.
OAP R19 & R20 No out of alignment pairs, excepting that overprints from adjacent
stereos in rows 19 & 20, where ‘Rialcar’ is not aligned.

SETTING 6 (Stamps Overprinted T25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 33, 34, 38)

Setting 6 overprint variants are similar to Setting 5, but with added variants listed below.

F6e R15/7 Broken ‘U in ‘Rialcar’.
V6e R19/5 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Veg R19/6,7 ‘R’ over ‘e’ & ‘ér’ over 19’ of 1922.’.
- R19/11,12 ‘@1’ of ‘héipeam’ over ‘1’ of “1922.”.
- R20/1 No circular bulge in the right leg of the first ‘o’ in ‘Sealaoacd’.
OAP None “Rialcar’ on adjacent stamps from rows 19 & 20 in alignment.
- All Type runs straight.
(# Listed flaw not consistent) E&OE
Grey infill | For details - see page 26.
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STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT
REFERENCE

POSITION
IN SHEET

OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS

SETTING 7 (Stamps Overprinted T25, 26, 28, 29, 33, 37)

SETTING 8 (Stamps Overprinted T25, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 38)

V6b R1/7 & 10,11 ‘R’ over ‘Se’and ‘LU’ over ‘ha’.
UF6q R1/9 Broken ‘S’ in ‘Sealanad’.
F6x R1/10 Damaged ‘9’ in “1922.". (Setting 7 & Setting 8 ¥)
Veéd R1/8 & 12 ‘R’ over ‘Se’ and wide ‘a¢’ in ‘Sealanac and ‘L’ over ‘ma’.
Fed R17/8 & 12 Split ‘" in ‘Rialecar’ (common for lower of half ‘v to be missing.
V6c R19/4 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
Vég R19/5,6 ‘R’ over ‘e’ and ‘ér’ over ‘19’ of 1922.’.
- R19/10,11,12 ‘@1’ of ‘héipeamm’ over ‘1’ of “1922.”.
UF6q R20/1 (Setting 7) |Small white line flaw (nick) through top of ‘S’ of ‘Sealanad’.
UF6q R20/1 (Setting 8) |‘S’in ‘Sealavac’ deformed plus white line flaw & damaged ‘9’ in
1922.. Extent of line flaw more pronounced than in Setting 7).
OAP R1toR4/5to 8 |Overprints raised resulting in 16 out of alignment pairs.
Setting 7 | R11to R14/5to 8
OAP R1to R14/9to 12 |Overprints dropped resulting in 20 out of alignment pairs.
Setting8 | pi5toR17/5t0 8

Setting 8 is postulated to be the second state printing of Setting 7, with variants being replicated.

SETTING 9 (Stamps Overprinted T25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 36, 37, 38)
No ‘R’ over ‘S, ‘R’ over ‘Se’ or 'R’ over ‘e’ variants occur with Setting 9.
Fed R10/4 Split ‘v’ in ‘Rialcar’.
F6g R11/9 Two dots (:) for ‘v’ in ‘Rialcar’.
UF6q R19/2 Small hole in top of ‘1’ of ‘héipesnn’.
UF6q R19/3 0’ of ‘Seslanac’ broken & with flaw in ‘1" of ‘héipe.ann’.
Fey R19/10 ‘1’ of ‘héineann’ over ‘1’ of “1922.”.
- R19/11 ‘@1’ of ‘héipeam’ over ‘1’ of “1922.”.
- R19/12 ‘I’ of ‘héineann’ over 19’ of ‘1922.".
UF6q R20/1 Vertical notch in the top of the ‘R’ in ‘Rialcar.
Vek R20/5 Short “1"in “1922.".
OAP R1toR4/5to0 8 Overprints raised, giving rise to 8 out of alignment pairs.

R15to R17/5to 8

Overprints dropped, giving rise to 6 out of alignment pairs.

(# Listed flaw

not consistent)

E&OE

Grey infill

For details - see page 26
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STEREOQO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT
REFERENCE

POSITION
IN SHEET

OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS

SETTING 10 (Stamps Overprinted T25, 26, 29, 31, 33, 34)

Vé6e R6/4,5,6 ‘R’ over ‘e’.
- R19/3 & 10,11 ‘@1’ of ‘héipeamm’ over ‘1’ of “1922.”.
UF6q R20/2 Small inner bulge on right leg of the first ‘o of ‘Sealaoad’.
V6j R20/10 ‘R’ of ‘Rialcar’ commonly broken & ‘c’ for ‘e’ of ‘Sealanac’.
OAP - There are no out of alignment pairs.
Grey infill | For details - see page 26

OVERPRINT MEASUREMENTS (CONTROL BLOCKS)

The setting measurements tabled below apply to the Thom 17 February - Black ink & the July/November -
Blue-Black ink overprint issues. The listings also include Dull Black ink overprints, which are classified as

proofs and arise from printing trials undertaken prior to the release of the second issue.
Sheets arising from printing trials were released to Post Offices alongside sheets from the second issue.
Measurements are provided as an aid to identifying Thom overprint settings, found with control blocks.
Control blocks being defined as stamps from rows 19 & 20, stamps 1, 2 & 3 for all values, excepting of
the 1d value, where measurements apply to rows 19 & 20, stamps 10, 11 & 12.

Note - The Settings do not necessarily apply to all values, with the exception of the 1d. stamp.

STEREO SETTINGS IN USE BY ISSUE STAMP POSITIONS MEASUREMENTS (see fig. 46)
BLACK BLUE-BLACK | DULL BLACK INCONTROL BLOCK A(mm)| B(mm) C(mm)
la&1b - - R19 & R20/1,2,3 20.0 20.0 50.7
2a&2b 2a&2b 2a R19 & R20/1,2,3 20.1 20.2 51.5
3 3 3 R19 & R20/1,2,3 20.0 20.0 50.7
- 4 - R19 & R20/1,2,3 19.8 19.8 50.5
- 5 5 R19 & R20/1,2,3 20.5 19.9 51.3
- 6 - R19 & R20/1,2,3 204 20.0 51.4
- 7/8 7 R19 & R20/1,2,3 19.8 19.8 50.6
9 9 9 R19 & R20/1,2,3 20.5 19.7 51.0
- 10 (10) tbc R19 & R20/1,2,3 19.8 204 50.8
T26 1d value - sheet control adjacent R20/11
- 4 - R19 & R20/10,11,12 204 20.0 51.4
- 5&6 5 R19 & R20/10,11,12 19.8 19.8 50.6
- 7/8 - R19 & R20/10,11,12 20.5 19.7 51.0
- 9 - R19 & R20/10,11,12 19.8 204 50.8
- 10 - R19 & R20/10,11,12 19.9 19.7 50.4
Measurements can vary by = 0.1mm due to overprint inking variations
STAMP 1 or 10 STAMP 2 or 11 STAMP 3 or 12
owssan RIALEAP  Rialtap Rialca
A l B ‘ Fig. 46

C
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THOM PRINTING TRIALS (OVERPRINT PROOFS ON GB SHEETS)

The proof listings in this section refer to trial print runs performed by Thom, prior to the overprinting of
the second issue, which was released by the Irish Postal Authority on divers dates between July and
November 1922. It is evident that before the release of this particular issue, printing trials were
undertaken by Thom, using dull black ink.

Dull black overprints are recorded with the %d, 1d, 1%d, 2d, 3d, 5d low values, in conjunction with sheet
control T22, It is considered most likely that the 6d, 10d & 1s values did not feature in the print trial
programme, due the high sheet value of these particular GB stamps. However, the 10d stamp is listed
below, as there is a viewpoint that it may have featured in printing trials (subject to validation).

OVERPRINT STAMP & PROOF REFERENCES WITH GB SHEET & OVERPRINT DETAIL

OVERPRINT | BASIC GB SHEET THOM PRINTING TRIALS
STAMP STAMP SHEET PRINTERS | PROOF REFERENCE STEREO OVERPRINT
REEERENCE | YALLE CONTROL PLATE SETTING INK COLOUR
STAMP | CONTROL
T25 %d T22 Imperf. 72 PR15 TC122 5,7, (10) Dull Black
T25 T22 Perf. 75 PR15 TC122/1 5 Dull Black
T26 1d T22 Imperf. 87b PR16 TC123 5 Dull Black
T15 1%d | T22 Imperf. | U,29,(20a) | TI5DB* | TC124 (3),9 Dull Black
T15 T22 Perf. |12b,35,(25) | TI5DB* | TC125 3,9 Dull Black
T16 2d Die 1 | T22 Imperf. 19b Ti6* TC126 2a, (5) Black
T16 T22 Perf. 18b T16DB* TC127 5 Dull Black
T17 2d Die 2 | T22 Imperf. 3 T17DB* TC128 5, (10) Dull Black
T31/T31X 3d T22 Imperf. 8a PR17 TC129 3,5 Dull Black
T31/T31X T22 Perf. X PR17 TC129/1 3 Dull Black
T33 5d T22 Imperf. 3 PR18 TC130 5 Dull Black
T37 (tbc) 10d T22Perf. | (1c),(2b) | PR19 | (TC131) (7) Dull Black
Actual examples shown on pages 32, 33 & 34.
* Proof with a call back to the 17 February issue. () Use with printing trials to be validated.
TC - Control & PR - Proof References used in this table follow Hibernian’s catalogue listings

Dull black overprints occur as a result of printing trials undertaken by Thom, prior to the release of the
second issue. The topic of printing trials requires more research to establish with certainty the printer’s
plates and overprint settings in use.
The following examples, which are shown in () in the table, are indicative in part only of further plate
and setting combinations, which may be determined in the course of time, being :-

a) T15 - 1%d stamp from plate 20a with control T22 imperforate and setting 3 (TC124).

b) T15 - 1%d stamp from plate 25 with control T22 perforate and setting 3 (TC125).

¢) (T37) - 10d stamp from plate 1c & 2b with control S22 perforate and setting 7 (TC131/1).

HARRISON SHEET CONTROLS

Control numerals identify the year sheets were printed - ‘22’ for 1922 and the sequential warrant letters
‘S’, ‘T’ & ‘U’ indicate the period printings were made in that year :

S22 - 1 January to 30 April 1922.
T22 - 1 May to 31 August 1922. (in use with all recorded trial printings)
U22 - 1 September to 31 December 1922.

31



THOM PRINTING TRIALS - CONTROL BLOCK EXAMPLES

[ P
 Giarrerany|

TC122 Imperforate Proof Control Block

TC122 Imperforate Proof Control Block

%2d Green with Dull Black Overprint T25DB.
Proof Reference PR15
Royal Mint Plate 72 Characteristics
R20/3 oval dot in base line under ‘F P’.
Base line adjacent to stamp R20/1 raised,
compared with level of stamp R20/2.
Harrison Control Characteristics
“T22’ with slight upward slope from left to right.
Right edge of second ‘2 of ‘22 just beyond the
adjacent jubilee line.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.8mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 5 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.5mm, B 19.9mm, C 51.3mm.
Setting Variants
R19/2,3 &1’ over ‘1” of “1922.” R19/1 ‘1’ over
“1” of “1922.” R20/1 Small circular bulge in
right leg of the first ‘a” of ‘Sealaoac’.

oooooooooooo
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T 227

§C122/1 Perforate Proof Control Block |

%2d Green with Dull Black Overprint T25DB.
Proof Reference PR15
Royal Mint Plate 75 Characteristics
R20/2 oval dot in base line under ‘PE’.
Harrison Control Characteristics
‘T22’° without flaws. Alignment of *T’ slightly
lower than ‘22’ & within confines of the adjacent
jubilee line. Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.8mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 5 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.5mm, B 19.9mm, C 51.3mm.
Setting Variants
R19/2,3 ‘&1’ over ‘1° of “1922.” R19/1 ‘1’ over
‘1’ of “1922.” R20/1 Small circular bulge in right
leg of the first ‘o’ of ‘Sealanac’.

¥»d Green with Dull Black Overprint T25DB.
Proof Reference PR15
Royal Mint Plate 72 Characteristics
R20/3 oval dot in base line under ‘F P’.
Base line adjacent to stamp R20/1 raised, compared
with level of stamp in R20/2.
Harrison Control Characteristics
“T22’ with slight upward slope from left to right.
Right edge of second ‘2’ of ‘22’ beyond the adjacent
jubilee line. Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.8mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 7 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 19.8mm, B 19.8mm, C 50.6mm.
Setting Variants
R20/1 ‘Seslanac’ with small white line flaw (nick)

through top of ‘S’.
Example from block of 16, see Appendix 5.

sesnsestened

TC123 Imperforate Proof Control Block

1d Scarlet with Dull Black Overprint T26DB.
Proof Reference PR16
Royal Mint Plate 87b Characteristics
R20 dot breaking inner of right side rule.
R20/10 dot in jubilee line under ‘PE’.
Harrison Control Characteristics
“T22’ shift to the left, but within confines of adja-
cent jubilee line. Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.0mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 5 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/10,11,12
A 19.8mm, B 19.8mm, C 50.6mm.
Setting Variants
R19/10 ‘> over ‘1° of “1922.".
R19/11,12 ‘é1’ over ‘1’ of ‘1922.’.
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TC124 Imperforate Proof Control Block

1%d Chestnut Brown with Dull Black
Overprint T15DB. Proof Reference T15PR
Royal Mint Plate U Characteristics
No jubilee line markings in control block.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Major shift of “T22’ to the left. Leading edge of
first ‘2’ cut back to the right.

Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 3.1mm.

Thom Overprint Setting 9 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3

A 20.5mm, B 19.7mm, C 51.0mm.
Setting Variants
R19/2 small hole in top of ‘n’ of “héipeann’.

R19/3 ‘0’ of ‘Sealoanac’ broken & with flaw in

‘1> of ‘héine.ann’. R20/1 vertical notch in the top
of the ‘R’ in ‘Rialcar’.
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ETC125 Perfoiate Proof Cohtrol Block

1%d Red Brown with Dull Black
Overprint T15DB. Proof Reference T15PR
Royal Mint Plate 25 (tbc) Characteristics
No jubilee line markings in control block.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Control “T22’ just outside confines of adjacent
jubilee line. “T22’ control without defect.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.7mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 3 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.0mm, B 20.0mm, C 50.7mm.
Setting Variants
R19/2 “U” more to the right of ‘0’ in ‘na’.

R19/3 ‘1’ of ‘“1922." under ‘1’ of ‘héipe.ann’.
R20/1 “ip’ of “héineam’ broken.

R20/2 short ‘1’ in ‘“1922.°, second ‘2’ distorted &
stop after “1992.” often deformed.’
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:TC125 Perforate Proof Comtrol Block

A
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1%d Red Brown with Dull Black
Overprint T15DB. Proof Reference T15PR
Royal Mint Plate 12b Ptg. A Characteristics
R20 cuts left side rule at 5.5mm & 7mm.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Control well within confines of adjacent jubilee
line. Blunted leading edge of first ‘2’. Jubilee line
opposite ‘T22” worn with convex indentation.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.5mm
Thom Overprint Setting 3 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.0mm, B 20.0mm, C 50.7mm.
Setting Variants
R19/2 ‘U’ more to the right of ‘0’ in ‘na’.

R19/3 ‘1’ of ‘“1922." under ‘1’ of ‘héipe.ann’.
R20/1 “ip’ of “héine.am’ broken.

R20/2 short ‘1’ in ‘“1922.°, second ‘2’ distorted &
stop after “1992.” often deformed.’
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: TC125 Perfofate Proof Ccéntrol Block

1%d Orange Brown with Dull Black
Overprint T15DB. Proof Reference T15PR
Royal Mint Plate 35 Characteristics
R20 Small half dot left side rule at 9mm.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Control ‘T22’ in line with edge of adjacent jubilee
line. “T22’ first ‘2’ bump in base with slight anti-
clockwise rotation. Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.4mm
Thom Overprint Setting 9 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurement R19 & R20/1,2.3
A 20.5mm, B 19.7mm, C 51.0mm.
Setting Variants (as TC124)

R19/2 small hole in top of ‘pn’ of “héineann’. R19/3

‘0’ of ‘Sealanad’ broken & with flaw in “1” of ‘hé
ime.ann’. R20/1 vertical notch in the top of the ‘R’
in ‘Rialcar’.

For further information on Printer’s Plates see

Stanley Gibbons Four Kings Specialised Catalogue
or the Author’s book titled ’'Irish Free State Plates ,
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TC126 Imperforate Proof Control Block

2d Die 1 Orange with Black Overprint T16.
Proof Reference T16PR
Royal Mint Plate 19b Characteristics
R19 Tall oval dot left side rule at 14.5mm.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Control shift to right beyond confines of adjacent
jubilee line. Pointed serif in first ‘2’ & base line
thinned. ‘T22’ in line.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.4mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 2a Characteristics
Black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.Ilmm, B 20.2mm, C 51.5mm.
Setting Variants
R19/3 “v* over ‘“1° of “1922.’. R20/2 damaged dot
in “1922.°. R20/3 top of ‘L’ in ‘Rialcap’ with
chip. R19 & 20/3 overprints heavy type compared
with overprints from R19 & 20/1,2.
Imported scan.

ogeoscccccnce

eecvcscsncene

®e0es00sestsettsssnnte
< 3

eececs0cseecenr e

'T C129/1 Perié)rate Proof C(Sntrol Block

TC128 Imperforate Proof Control Block

2d Die 2 Orange with Dull Black Overprint
T17DB. Proof Reference T17PR
Royal Mint Plate 3 Ptg. B Characteristics
R20/2 stamp, break in outer frame line under ‘N’
of ‘PENCE’ & jubilee line damaged. Low section
of left side rule, adjacent R20 slightly tapered.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Control centrally positioned. Damage to left side
of crossbar of ‘T’. ‘22’ raised above level of ‘T’.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.5mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 5 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.5mm, B 19.9mm, C 51.3mm.
Setting Variants (as TC122 page 32)
R19/2,3 ‘é1’ over ‘1” of “1922.” R19/1 ‘1’ over
‘1’ of “1922.°. R20/1 Small circular bulge in right
leg of the first ‘o’ of ‘Sealanac’.

Example from block of 30, see Appendix 5.

TC130 Imperforate Proof Control Block

3d Dull Violet with Dull Black Overprint T31X.
Proof Reference PR17
Royal Mint Plate X Characteristics
No jubilee line markings in control block.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Nick in outer top curve first ‘2° of ‘22°. Control
within confines of adjacent jubilee line.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 3.0mm.

Thom Overprint Setting 3 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.0mm, B 20.0mm, C 50.7mm.
Setting Variants (as TC125 page 33)
R19/2 " more to the right of ‘n’ in ‘ha’. R19/3 ‘1’

of “1922.” under ‘1’ of “héipesnn’. R20/1 “in’ of ‘h

éineann’ broken. R20/2 short ‘1’ in ‘“1922.°, second

‘2’ distorted & stop after “1992.” often deformed.’

5d Yellow Brown with Dull Black Overprint
T33DB. Proof Reference PR18
Royal Mint Plate 3 Characteristics
No jubilee line markings in control block.
Harrison Control Characteristics
“T22’ with slight upward slope from left to right.
Right edge of second ‘2’ of ‘22 just beyond the
adjacent jubilee line.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.8mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 5 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.5mm, B 19.9mm, C 51.3mm.
Setting Variants (as TC128)
R19/2,3 ‘é1’ over ‘1” of “1922.” R19/1 ‘1’ over
“1” of “1922.” R20/1 Small circular bulge in
right leg of the first ‘s’ of ‘Sealaoac’.



17-25 OCTOBER 1922
THOM HIGH VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS

With the supply of Dollard high value overprints being low, Thom overprinted a new series in October
1922. These limited printings were shortly to be replaced by the ‘Free State’ issue in December 1922. As
a result overprints from these interim printings, especially the 10s value are scarce.

For high value GB ‘Seahorse’ stamps, as shown in fig. 2a, Thom used a four line overprinted, see fig. 47.

Line Widths Characteristics

12.00mm Ratcay Overprint ink - blue black.
14.50mm Sealavaé

20.75mm  ha hémemm Date with antique numerals.
6.50mm 1922 Narrower line width by 0.50mm of 1st & 2nd lines,
Queralliheigh compared with Dollard’s 17 February 1922 issue
13.50mm P v ’
Fig. 47
OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW
OVERPRINT GB STAMP THOM OVERPRINTS
RESF.II-E?;I\EAI\T CE FACE BASIC STEREO | SHEETS | OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTING | PRINTED | INK COLOUR ISSUE
T39 2/6 Sepia-brown 4x10 125 est. Blue-black 17-25
) October
T40 5s Rose-carmine 4x10 125 est. Blue-black 1922
T41 10s Dull Grey-blue 4x10 100 est. Blue-black

STEREO SETTINGS & VARIETIES

For this interim issue one 4 x 10 overprint setting, made up of 40 clichés was in use for all three values.
VARIETIES

- ‘R’ over ‘Se’ alignment variants occur twelve times in each sheet, in the following positions:
R1/3,R2/3, R3/2, R3/3, R4/3, R7/3, R8/1,R9/1,2 & 3, R10/2 & 4.
Variety reference call back 2/6 - T39b, 5s - T40c & 10s - T41f.

- Short third line variants are commonly found in settings, measuring 20.50mm , as opposed to the normal
width of 20.75mm. Variety reference call back 2/6 - T39c, 5s - T40e & 10s - T41g.

- Combination variants ‘R’ over ‘Se’ & short third line. Variety reference call back 2/6 - T39d, 5s - T40f
& 10s - T41h.

THOM PRINTING TRIALS

REFERENCE DISTINGUISHING FEATURES
PR20 (T40DB) | Dull Blue-Black (Process Black) overprint.

T40DBc As PR20, but with ‘R’ over ‘Se’ alignment variant.

T40DBe As PR20, but with short third line.

T40DBf As PR20, but with ‘R’ over ‘Se’ & short third line.

Stamp 1 2
PR20 . Row 2
R2/1,2 & R3/1 : :
Variant i E E
T40DBc s 3
R3/2 5 .
: . Row 3




27 NOVEMBER - 18 DECEMBER 1922
THOM LOW VALUE ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ OVERPRINTS (WIDER SETTING)

A further supply of stamps were overprinted by Thom, due to shortages of some values.
These stamps are distinguishable by the wider line spacing, of the five line overprint.
The overprint layout, together with characteristics is shown in fig. 48.

Line widths Characteristics
1250mm  Ri1AalTap

: Overprint ink - shiny blue-black.
15.50mm  SeAlADAC

Date with block type numerals & full stop after ‘1922.".

3.50mm na Line widths longer than with July/November issue.
Overall height 14.00mm hé!ﬂeAﬂﬂ _
16.0mm 6.75mm 1922, Fig. 48

OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW

OVERPRINT GB STAMP THOM OVERPRINTS
RESF.II-E?;I\EAI\TCE FACE BASIC STEREO | SHEETS OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTINGS | PRINTED | INK COLOUR ISSUE (1922)
T42 %d Green 1,2 3,000 ([Shiny Blue-black| 27 November
T43 1d Scarlet 1,2 1,000 |Shiny Blue-black | 12 December
T44 1%d Red-brown 1,2 2,500 |Shiny Blue-black | 18 December
T45 2d Die 2 Orange 1,2 6,000 |Shiny Blue-black 1 December
T46 1s Bistre 1,2 1,000 |[Shiny Blue-black| 12 December
STEREO SETTINGS

Two overprint settings were in use for the ‘wide’ setting issue by Thom, with stereos being arranged in a
240 cliché master plate format, which was electrotyped.

STEREO STAMP POSITIONS MEASUREMENTS ] @ l

A(mm)| B(mm)

B .
1 R20/1,2,3 20.0 40.5 Setting 1 variants: R20/1 ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanad’
2 R20/1,2,3 20.5 40.7 | with pointed lower tip and frequently with

a flat bottom. R20/10 &12 left hand side of
second ‘2’ in ‘1922, damaged or blunted.
1 R20/10,11,12 20.0 40.5 Setting 2 R20/1 ‘¢’ in ‘Sealanac’ normal.

2 R20/10,11,12 20.2 40.7 R20/10 & 12 second ‘2’ in “1922.’undamaged.

T43 1d value - sheet control adjacent R20/11

THOM PRINTING TRIALS (OVERPRINT PROOFS ON GB '2d SHEETS)

%2d Green with Dull Black Overprint T42DB.
Proof Reference PR21
(Overprint colour also known as ‘Jet Black”)
Royal Mint Plate 68 Characteristics
R20 dot inner left side rule at 11.5mm.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Control right shift, with edge of second ‘2’ in line
with the end of the adjacent jubilee line.
‘U22’ without flaws.
Top of ‘U’ to jubilee line 1.7mm.
Thom Overprint Wide Setting 1 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1, 2, 3
A 20.0mm, B 40.5mm
Setting Variants
R20/1 ‘¢’ of ‘Sealanac’ with pointed lower tip.

Thom Wide Settings o id > :
Minor variants and flaws are not listed. TC132 Perforate Proof Control Block
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UNCLASSIFIED ESSAYS

The four essays featured in this section, are of unknown origin, albeit they display a 5 - line ‘Provisional
Government’ overprint and which are attributed to Alexander Thom ?

The form of the overprint and its characteristics are shown in fig. 47.

Line widths Characteristics
9.5mm O Essays are distinguishable by the dull grey-black
overprintin lines 1 to 4 and with ‘1922’ in the fifth
12.0mm
line being intense black.
3.0mm . . . . .
The overprint dimensions differ significantly to the
11.7mm sheet issues by Thom for Post Office use.
Overall height 5.0mm No stop after ‘1922’ & ‘9’ taller than other numerals.
16.5mm

Fig. 47

The 1d, 2d Die 2 & 6d values shown below display a Royal cypher watermark, whilst the 1'4d stamp
displays the later block cypher watermark. Sheet stamps for Post Office use, with the ‘Provisional
Government’ 5-line overprint were not issued for postal use beyond December 1922. The use therefore
of the 1%2d stamp GB stamps with a block cypher watermark, which were not printed by Waterlow &
Sons until February 1924, raises doubt as to the genuineness of these essays. Interestingly the GB stamps
featured emanate from three different printers, namely Harrison & Sons, Somerset House and Waterlow
& Sons. The featured essays were acquired in 2008, at which time background information was provided
and is set out below. However, at this point in time many questions remain unanswered ?

GB Stamp Detail

N16 N35 N20 N26
Harrison & Sons Waterlow & Sons Harrison & Sons Somerset House

TUE1 TUE 2 TUE 3 TUE4

Royal Cypher Block Cypher Royal Cypher Royal Cypher

Background

The Essays shown were acquired from a reputable dealer of Irish stamps in 2008 for €325.

1t was stated at the time that the status of these essays was unclear, there being a possibility that they
were experimental printings released in error. Furthermore they originated from printing trials and
were possibly for use as either Postal Stationery or Insurance Stamps.

Perhaps in the course of time more information will be forthcoming, hopefully as a result of this entry.
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INDEPENDENCE & THE POSTAL AUTHORITY
Background

Article 17 of the Anglo-Irish Treaty, dated 6 December 1921, called for the newly formed Irish
Provisional Government to frame a constitution for Independence. The time frame was one year and the
constitution was subject to the approval of both the Irish and British Parliaments.

The Irish Dail drafted the new constitution which was completed by 9 September 1922. On the first anni-
versary of the treaty signing, 6 December 1922, the framework for Independence was approved by both
Parliaments, and the ‘Irish Free State’ was duly recognised.

At the outset, the Irish Authorities envisaged marking this change of status, with an issue of dedicated Irish
definitive stamps to commemorate Independence. However, new definitive stamps were not issued on
schedule. This was due to delays in finalising stamp designs, resulting in the non availability of printer’s
plates, coupled with the delayed installation of new printing and perforating machines by Wharfedale and
Grover. It was also partly due to civil unrest in Southern Ireland.

As background the Irish Postal Authority in Dublin engaged the Royal Mint under the auspices of
Somerset House, to produce master dies and printer’s plates. Under the stewardship of De La Rue,
watermarked mill papers were sourced from Wm. Joynson. De La Rue performed printing trials, in
addition to overseeing the gumming and glazing of mill sheets by Samuel Jones, under contract to the Irish
Postal Authority. Finally the printing inks were initially sourced from Slater & Palmer, possibly also under
the auspices of De La Rue.

Against the backdrop of emerging independence, but with total dependence on Great Britain’s suppliers
and services an embarrassing situation developed as Thomas De La Rue of London also printed the first 2d
‘Map of Ireland’ definitive stamp. Limited sheets were made available on the 6 December 1922 and
released to Post Offices located in close proximity to Dublin as a way to commemorate Ireland’s
Independence from Great Britain.

It is the author’s opinion that the involvement of De La Rue with the initial print run resulted in a situation
which was politically very sensitive and was therefore not officially chronicled. What has been recorded
however, was that the 2d definitive stamp was re-issued by the Government Printing Works, Dublin
Castle, in late December 1922, and together with the other low value stamps, was issued to Post Offices
throughout Ireland, on divers dates throughout 1923.

As a direct result of the delay in releasing dedicated definitive stamps and with the obsolescence of the
Provisional Government ‘Risalcan’ overprints beyond the 6 December 1922, a new issue of overprints

was commissioned. On the 5 December 1922 a new 3 line overprint bearing the inscription ‘Saorscdc

éireann 1922’ (Irish Free State 1922), was approved, by the Irish Postal Authority.

Thom was commissioned to overprint the twelve low values and the three high values, which they
achieved in under a week. The low value ‘Ssorscdc’ overprints remained in use until corresponding

denominations of the Irish definitive stamps, were released during 1923. As for overprinted high value
definitive stamps, see final paragraph of this overview.

Harrison, the printers of all low value GB sheet stamps, with the exception of the 6d value (printing by
Somerset House), were commissioned to overprint four low values for use with coil dispensing machines,
this new series was released in March 1923. Interestingly overprinted coil stamps remained in use by the
Irish Postal Authority until 1933/34, depending on value. The reasons given were low demand and the
specialist nature of making up coils from sheet stamps, for use with dispensing machines.

In connection with the three high value overprinted stamps, again as a result of low demand the Irish
Postal Authority continued with their use, until September 1937, some 15 years after achieving
Independence. Bradbury Wilkinson were the printers of high value GB stamps, being replaced in 1935 by
Waterlow & Sons, with the release of a re-engraved series. With regards to overprinting, post 1925 the
Irish Postal Authority contracted the overprinting of high value GB stamps to Somerset House and latterly
to Harrison & Sons.
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DECEMBER 1922 - JANUARY 1923
THOM LOW & HIGH VALUE ‘IRISH FREE STATE’ OVERPRINTS

With the formal recognition of the ‘Irish Free State’, the overprint was reworded to reflect this change of
political status. The new tree line overprint was applied to both low and high value GB stamps, shown in
figs. 2a & 3a. The exception to this being the 9d N30 olive-green stamp replacing the N29 agate stamp.
In the lead up to this issue trial printings were undertaken, using dull black ink. Sheets from these trials
were released for sale in parallel with the normal printings, which used blue-black overprint inks. The
exception to this were 2'4d, 4d & 9d values, where red inks were in use.

The features of the new overprint format and characteristics are shown in fig. 48.

Line widths Characteristics
15.00mm SAORSC&C Overprint inks - shiny blue-black or red (3 values).

12.50mm é' rReANN Foot of the ‘1’ of ‘1922’ squared.
Overprint height 6.00mm 1922 Rounded top to the ‘9’ of “1922’.

8.50mm Fig. 48

STEREO SETTINGS

For low values Thom made use of three different stereo formats, giving rise to five overprint settings.
SETTING 1 For this setting a 12 x 10 cliché arrangement was in use, enabling a complete sheet to be
overprinted using two stereos, one for each pane.

SETTING 2 Used three 4 x 4 stereos, plus a makeup of six 4 x 3 part stereos, set in the lower section of
each pane. This arrangement follows the same pattern was in use with Thom’s 5 - line setting - see fig. 36.
SETTINGS 3, 4 & 5 These settings for the first time made use of a basic 10 x 6 stereo format, which
required a 10 x 6 stereo, plus 10 x 4, 2 x 6 & 2 x 4 stereo segments to make up a pane setting - see fig. 49.

R11/1 | R11/2 | R11/3 | R11/4 | R11/5 | R11/6 | R11/7 | R11/8 | R11/9 | R11/10 | R11/11 | R11/12

SAORSTAT |SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT |SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT
éireann emeann eimmeann eireann eimeann eimmeann éireann eimmeann eimmeann eimmeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

R12/1 | R12/2 | R12/3 | R12/4 | R12/5 | R12/6 | R12/7 | R12/8 | R12/9 | R12/10 | R12/11 | R12/12

SA0RSTAT| SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT [ SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT
éimeann | éreann | émeann éireann éireann | émreann émreann | éimeann &ireann éireann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

R13/1 | R13/2 | R13/3 | R13/4 | R13/5 | R13/6 | R13/7 | R13/8 | R13/9 | R13/10 | R13/11 | R13/12

2%x6 SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT 10/x6 SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT
éimeann | €imeann | émeann | éireann émmeann | émeann | émreann €ireann
Stereo 1922 1922 1922 1922 Stereo 1922 1922 1922 1922

R14/1 | R14/2 | R14/3 | R14/4 | R14/5 | R14/6 | R14/7 | R14/8 | R14/9 | R14/10 | R14/11 | R14/12

SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAC | SAORSTAC | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT
eimeann eimmeann eimmeann eireann eimeann eimeann emeann eireann eimmeann emeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

R15/1 | R15/2 | R15/3 | R15/4 | R15/5 | R15/6 | R15/7 | R15/8 | R15/9 | R15/10 | R15/11 | R15/12

SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT| SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SA0RSTAT [ SAORSTAT
emeann | emeann | @peann émeann émeann émeonn | émeann | €meann émreonn | €meann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

R16/1 | R16/2 | R16/3 | R16/4 | R16/5 | R16/6 | R16/7 | R16/8 | R16/9 | R16/10 | R16/11 | R16/12

SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT| SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT | SAORSTAT
éireann | éireann | éireann | éireann éireann @ireann [ éireann éireann éireann | éireann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922

R17/1 | R17/2 | R17/3 | R17/4 | R17/5 | R17/6 | R17/7 | R17/8 | R17/9 | R17/10 | R17/11 | R17/12

R18/1 | R18/2 | R18/3 | R18/4 | R18/5 | R18/6 | R18/7 | R18/8 | R18/9 | R18/10 | R18/11 | R18/12

2x4 10x4
Stereo Stefeo

R19/1 | R19/2 | R19/3 | R19/4 | R19/5 | R19/6 | R19/7 | R19/8 | R19/9 | R19/10 | R19/11 | R19/12

R20/1 | R20/2 | R20/3 | R20/4 | R20/5 | R20/6 | R20/7 | R20/8 | R20/9 | R20/10 | R20/11 | R20/12

Fig. 49 Lower pane layout comprising 10 x 6, 10 x4, 2 x 6 & 2 x 4 stereos. Settings 3, 4 & 5.

Cliché /stamp positions for upper panes, with the same stereo arrangement are R1 to R10/1 to 12.
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STEREQO SETTINGS (High Values)

High value definitive stamps used the same overprint, as used for the low value stamps - see fig. 48.
A single setting was in use by Thom, made up of two identical 4 x 5 stereos, each with 20 clichés.

OVERPRINT REFERENCE & ISSUE OVERVIEW

OVERPRINT GB STAMP THOM OVERPRINTS
RESF.II-E?R'I\EAI\T CE FACE BASIC STEREO OVERPRINT DATE OF
VALUE COLOUR SETTINGS INK COLOUR ISSUE

T47 %d Green 1,2,3,4,5 Shiny Blue-black | 18 December 1922
T48 1d Scarlet 1,2,3 Shiny Blue-black | 16 December 1922
T49 1%d Red-brown 1,2 Shiny Blue-black | 21 December 1922
T50 2d Die 2 Orange 1,2 Shiny Blue-black | 11 December 1922
T51 2%d Blue 1,3 Red 6 January 1923
T52 3d Violet 1,2 Shiny Blue-black 6 January 1923
T53 4d Grey-green 1,3 Red 16 January 1923
T54 5d Yellow-brown 2,3,5 Shiny Blue-black | 29 December 1922
T55 6d Reddish-purple 1,2,3,4,5 Shiny Blue-black | 21 December 1922
T56 9d Olive-green 1,2,3 Red 28 December 1922
T57 10d Turquoise-blue 1,2,3 Shiny Blue-black |27 December 1922
T58 1s Bistre-brown 1,2,3,4 Shiny Blue-black | 21 December 1922
T59 2/6 Chocolate-brown [ Two 4 x 5 Stereos | Shiny Blue-black | 21 December 1922
T60 5s Rose-carmine |Two 4 x 5 Stereos | Shiny Blue-black | 28 December 1922
T61 10s Dull Grey-blue |Two 4 x 5 Stereos | Shiny Blue-black | 28 December 1922

T59, T60, T61 high value sheets overprinted by Thom, estimated at 8,840.

STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT
REFERENCE

POSITION
IN SHEET

OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS

SETTING 1 (Stamps Overp

rinted T47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58)

See below R15/12 |‘noaccent’ or ‘accent’ inserted over second ‘A’ & letter ‘&’ flaws. ¥
V9h R20/1 Second ‘2’ dropped & some printings show the ‘1’ to be slightly higher than
the ‘9’ in 1922, Frequently the ‘1’ from R20/1 is shorter than ‘1’ from R20/2.
UF9r R20/2 Chip out of the first ‘c’ of ‘Saonrscdc’ common - see fig. 50.
UF9r R20/11 | ‘1’ slightly lower than the ‘9’ in “1922'.

Several letter & accent variants arise from stereo position R15/12. To list these variants is beyond the
scope of this publication. For details, please refer to the author’s Compendium - see note page 41.

CONSTANT VARIANTS - SETTINGS 1 to 5 (R20/2).

SETTING 1

SETTING 2

o

Fig. 50

SETTING 3

\\

SETTING 4

SETTING 5




STEREO SETTINGS - OVERPRINT VARIANTS

VARIANT
REFERENCE

POSITION
IN SHEET

OVERPRINT VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS

SETTING 2 (Stamps Overprinted T47, 48, 49, 50, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58)

See R7/10  |‘S’ over ‘¢’ on some printings. %
‘Note’
R10/10 |‘S’ over ‘¢’ on some printings. ¥
UF9m R20/1 Second ‘2’ of ‘1922’ raised.
UF9v R20/1 Small circular defect in right leg of first ‘a’ of ‘Saonrscdc’. *
UF9m R20/2 Second ‘2’ of ‘1922’ raised.
Normal R20/2 First ‘¢’ of ‘Saonrscdc' normal, without damage - see fig. 51.
Normal R20/11 |[‘1"in ‘1922’ in line with other numerals.

SETTING 3 (Stamps Overprinted T47, 48, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58)

UF9v R20/1 Small hole in second ‘2’ of ‘1922,
UF9v R20/2 Break in tip of the upward curve of first ‘c’ of ‘SaorscAc'- see fig. 52.
- R20/11 |9’ in ‘1922’ slightly lower than the ‘1’.
- All Overprint impressions usually more pronounced than with Settings 1 & 2.

SETTING 4 (Stamps Overprinted T47, 55,58)

Normal

R20/1

Numerals in ‘1922’ normal and in-line.

UF9v

R20/2

First ‘¢’ of ‘Saonrscac' larger & deformed, compared with normal - see fig.53.

SETTING 5 (Stamps Overprinted T47, 54, 55, 57)

Pages 40,41

Normal R20/1 Numerals in ‘1922’ normal and in-line.
UF9v R20/2 First ‘¢’ of ‘Saonrscdc' usually split, near to its base - see fig.54. f
(# Listed flaw not consistent ) E&OE
Grey infill Used to highlight minor variants & flaws, from control strips, which include stamps

from Row 20/1,2,3 and for the 1d value Row 20/10,11,12.

With this issue overprint variants outside the parameters of control strips, are in general not listed.
However in the case of control strips, some listings are included to help with the selection of the settings
in use, for both regular issues and with printing trials.

OVERPRINT MEASUREMENTS (CONTROL BLOCKS)

STEREO STAMP MEASUREMENTS
POSITIONS
SETTINGS A (mm) | B (mm) 1 @
1&2 R20/1,2,3 20.25 40.75
A
3 R20/1,2,3 20.25 | 42.50 .
|
4 R20/1,2,3 20.00 | 42.00
5 R20/1,2,3 20.00 | 43.00 , ,
Note - For details of stamp and overprint
T48 1d value - sheet control adjacent R20/11 errors and variants, please refer to the
1 R20/10,11,12 20.00 40.60 author’s Compendium titled ‘Overprinted
Stamps of Ireland 1922 - 1935°.
2&3 R20/10,11,12 20.60 40.40
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THOM PRINTING TRIALS (OVERPRINT PROOFS ON GB SHEET STAMPS)

The proof listings in this section refer to trial print runs performed by Thom, prior to the overprinting of
the ‘Saorscdc’ series, released by the Irish Postal Authority on divers dates from 11 December 1922

until 16 January 1923. It is evident that prior to the release of this particular issue, printing trials were
undertaken by Thom, using dull black ink.
Dull black overprints are recorded with the %d, 1d, 1%d, 2d, 3d, 5d, 6d & 10d low values, in conjunction
with sheet controls T22, U22, V23 & W23.
Furthermore dull black overprints are recorded with all three values high value definitive stamps.

OVERPRINT STAMP & PROOF REFERENCES WITH GB SHEET & OVERPRINT DETAIL

OVERPRINT | BASIC GB SHEET THOM PRINTING TRIALS
STAMP STAMP SHEET PRINTERS | PROOF REFERENCE STEREO OVERPRINT
REFERENCE | VALUE CONTROL PLATE SETTING INK COLOUR
STAMP | CONTROL
T47 %d T22 Imperf. (68) PR22 TC181 4 Dull Black
T47 U22 Imperf. 73 PR22 TC182 1 Dull Black
T47 U23 Perf. (66b) PR22 TC183 4 Dull Black
T48 1d T22 Imperf. 94 PR23 TC184 1 Dull Black
T48 T22 Perf. 106 PR23 TC185 1,(3) Dull Black
T48 U23 Perf. (91b), (93) PR23 TC186 3 Dull Black
T49 1%d T22 Imperf. |29/ DulinV | PR24 TC187/1 1 Dull Black
T49 T22 Perf. 12b PR24 TC187 1 Dull Black
T50 2d Die 2 | T22 Imperf. 1 PR25 TC188 2 Dull Black
T50 T22 Perf. 5 PR25 TC188/1 2 Dull Black
T52 3d U22 Imperf. 8b PR26 TC189 2 Dull Black
T54 5d T22 Perf. 4 PR27 TC190 2 Dull Black
T55 6d U22 Imperf. 6 PR28 TC191 (1),2 Dull Black
T55 U22 Imperf. 7 PR28 TC191/1 (1), 4 Dull Black
T55 V23 Imperf. 6 PR28 TC192 4 Dull Black
T57 10d T22 (Perf.) 2b PR29 TC193 2 thc Dull Black
Actual examples - pages 43 & 44 () Use with printing trials to be validated.

Equivalent Examples on pages 44,45,46 - Control, Plate & Setting correct, but with Blue-black ink.

TC - Control & PR - Proof References used in this table follow Hibernian’s catalogue listings.
Some listings for the %d, 1d, 3d, 5d, 6d & 10d values are subjective, as Dull Black examples have not
been examined by the author.
Blue Black overprint examples are however shown, to display plate & overprint features.

Printer’s Plates & Overprint Settings in brackets ( ) are subject to validation.

Some entries in respect of sheet controls, printer’s plates & overprint settings, as they apply to
E&OE

printing trials by Thom, will benefit from further research.

HARRISON SHEET CONTROLS
Control numerals identify the year sheets were printed - ‘22’ for 1922 & 23’ for ‘1923’and the
sequential warrant letters ‘T’, ‘U’, “V’ & ‘W’ indicate the time frame printings were taken in that year.

T22 - 1 May to 31 August 1922.
U23 - 1 January to 30 April 1923.

W23 -1 September to 31 December 1923.
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THOM PRINTING TRIALS - CONTROL BLOCK EXAMPLES

(HALFTPENNY):

U\ZJ

T: 22

TC182 Imperforate Proof Control Block L TC184 Imperforate Proof Control Block
%d Green with Dull Black Overprint T47DB. 1d Scarlet with Dull Black Overprint T48DB.
Proof Reference PR22 Proof Reference PR23
Royal Mint Plate 73 Characteristics Royal Mint Plate 94 Characteristics
R20/1 small dot in base line under ‘F P’. No jubilee markings adjacent to stamps.
Harrison Control Characteristics Harrison Control Characteristics
“U22’ with major shift right. “T22’ impression bold, in particular the ‘22°.
Nick in ‘U’ of right upright. Second ‘2’ with indent underside of base.
Top of ‘U’ to jubilee line 5.0mm. Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.9mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 1 Characteristics Thom Overprint Setting 1 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3 Dull black ink. Measurements R20/10,11,12
A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm. A 20.00mm, B 40.60mm.
Setting Variants Setting Variants
R20/1 Second ‘2’ dropped, ‘1” slightly higher than R20/11 “1’ slightly lower than ‘9’ in 1922’
9’ in “1922. “1 ﬁggqn;{gg/%/l shorter than *1 Example from a block of 18 - see Appendix 6 .

R20/2 Chip out of first ‘c’ of ‘Ssonrscdc’(fig.50).

Rne 1 T 080

TC187/1 Perforate Proof Control Block

T VYV VETVYTY

: G : 1%:d Red-brown with Dull Black Overprint T49DB.
TC18% Perforate Prgof Control Block Proof Reference PR24
1d Scarlet with Dull Black Overprint T48DB. Royal Mint Plate 29 Characteristics
Proof Reference PR23 Row 20 left side jubilee line with bulge at top.
Royal Mint Plate 106 Characteristics R20/1 jubilee line under ‘REE HAL’ thickens.
No jubilee markings adjacent to stamps. Harrison Control Characteristics Printing B
Harrison Control Characteristics Printing A Leading edge of first ‘2’ blunted & cut back.
Control ‘T22’ in line. Base of ‘T’ deformed with no spurs.
Serifs on crossbar of ‘T” damaged & misshapen. Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.0mm.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.0mm. Thom Overprint Setting 1 Characteristics
Thom Overprint Setting 1 Characteristics ~ Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3.
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/10,11,12 A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm.
A 20.00mm, B 40.60mm. Setting Variants
Setting Variants R20/1 Second ‘2’ dropped, ‘1’ slightly higher than ‘9’
R20/11 “1” slightly lower than ‘9’ in ‘“1922°. in ‘“1922°.°1” from R20/1 shorter than “1° from R20/2.

R20/2 Chip out of first ‘c’ of ‘Ssonrscdc’ (fig.50).
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THOM PRINTING TRIALS

4

TC187:

AS000808808

Perforate Prpof Control Blpck

- CONTROL BLOCK EXAMPLES

TC148/1 Perforate Proof Contrdl Block

1'4d Red-brown with Dull Black Overprint T49DB.

Proof Reference PR24
Royal Mint Plate 12b Characteristics
Row 20 Cuts in left side rule at 5.5 & 7mm.
Jubilee line convexly worn above ‘T’.
Harrison Control Characteristics Printing C
Base of ‘T’ badly damaged.
With this print run first ‘2’ of ‘22’ has been replaced.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.2mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 1 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3.
A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm.
Setting Variants
R20/1 Second ‘2’ dropped, ‘1’ slightly higher than ‘9’

in “1922°.°1’ from R20/1 shorter than ‘1’ from R20/2.

R20/2 Chip out of first ‘c’ of ‘Ssonrscdc’ (fig.50).

2d Die 2 Orange with Dull Black Overprint TS0DB.
Proof Reference PR25
Waterlow Plate S Characteristics
Row 19 Oval dot in left side rule at 12.5mm.
Row 20 Vertical hairline flaw by jubilee line.
R20/2 Underside of jubilee line badly worn.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Right serif at base of ‘T’ cut back.
Base of first ‘2’ slopes upwards, from the left &
leading edge damaged.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.0mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 2 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3.
A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm.
Setting Variants
R20/1& R20/2 Second ‘2’ of ‘1922’ raised.
R20/1 Right leg of first ‘o’ of ‘SaorscAc’damaged.

R20/2 first ‘T’ in ‘SaorscAdc’ undamaged, see fig. 51.
Example from block of 30 - see Appendix 6.

THOM EQUIVALENT CONTROL BLOCK EXAMPLES
The following examples for the 3d, 5d, 6d & 10d values are with blue-black ink overprint from the
regular ‘Saorscdc’ issue. However, sheet controls, printer’s plates and overprint settings are replicated

with sheets from printing trials and which occur with dull black ink overprint impressions.
Equivalent control blocks are included, to simplify the identification of sheets arising from printing trials.

TC155 Imperforate Proof Control Block

3d Violet with Blue-Black Overprint T52.
Royal Mint Plate 8b Characteristics

Row 19 Nick in outer face of left side rule at 5.75mm.

Harrison Control Characteristics
Leading edge of first *2’ of *22” with bevel cut.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.8mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 2 Characteristics
Blue-black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3.
A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm.
Setting Variants
R20/1& R20/2 Second ‘2’ raised.

R20/1 Right leg of ‘.’ in ‘Saorscdc’ undamaged.

R20/2 first ‘T’ in ‘Saorscdc’ undamaged (fig. 51).

REFERENCES
For Dull Black ink Control Block
Overprint T52DB. Proof PR26.
Proof Control Block TC189
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THOM PRINTING TRIALS - CONTROL BLOCK EXAMPLES
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TC162 Perforate Proof Control Block

6d Reddish-purple with Blue-black Overprint T55.
Royal Mint Plate 6 Characteristics
R20/1 Projection in base line under ‘X’ of ‘SIX’.
Inland Revenue Stamping Department, Somerset
House Control Characteristics Printing A.
‘U22’ impression finer than found with printing B.
22’raised above level of ‘U’.
Dot in control lower level than first ‘2°.
Top of ‘U’ to jubilee line 1.7mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 2 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3.
A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm.
Setting Variants
R20/1& R20/2 Second ‘2’ of ‘1922’ raised.
R20/1 Right leg of first ‘o’ of ‘SaorscAc’damaged.

R20/2 first ‘T’ in ‘Saonrscdc’ undamaged (fig. 51).

REFERENCES
For Dull Black ink Control Block
Overprint TSSDB. Proof PR28.
Proof Control Block TC191.

TC171 Perforate Proof Control Block

HIGH VALUE PRINTING TRIALS

5d Yellow-brown with Blue-black Overprint T54.
Royal Mint Plate 4 Characteristics
No jubilee markings adjacent to stamps.
Harrison Control Characteristics
Control ‘T22’ shift to the right.
First 2’ of ‘22’ with nick in outer of upper curve.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 3.0mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 2 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3.
A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm.
Setting Variants
R20/1& R20/2 Second ‘2’ of ‘1922’ raised.
R20/1 Right leg of first ‘o’ of ‘SaorscAc’damaged.

R20/2 first ‘T’ in ‘Saonrscdc’ undamaged (fig.51).

REFERENCES
For Dull Black ink Control Block
Overprint TS4DB. Proof PR27.
Proof Control Block TC190.

G eeeeccccccccsoc d

TC164 Imperforate Proof Control Block

10d Turquoise-blue with Blue-black Overprint T57.
Waterlow Plate 2b Characteristics
R20/1 Large dot in base line under ‘PE’.
Harrison Control Characteristics
(Harrison provisional printing)
Control just within the confines of adjacent jubilee line.
Leading edge of first ‘2° of ‘22’ cut back.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.5mm.
Thom Overprint Setting 2 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3.
A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm.
Setting Variants
R20/1& R20/2 Second ‘2’ of ‘1922’ raised.
R20/1 Right leg of first ‘o’ of ‘SaorscAc’damaged.

R20/2 first ‘T’ in ‘Saorscdc’ undamaged (fig. 51).

REFERENCES
For Dull Black ink Control Block
Overprint TS7DB. Proof PR29.
Proof Control Block TC193.

It appears probable that dull black overprints may also have been in use with the 2/6, 5s & 10s high value
stamps. At this juncture the author is unable to validate that printing trials were undertaken, using dull

black ink. However, if trial printings are confirmed,
2/6 - TS9DB/PR30, 5s - T60DB

the stamp & proof references for each value can be:
/PR31, 10s - T61DB/PR32.
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7 MARCH 1923

HARRISON ‘IRISH FREE STATE’ COIL OVERPRINTS

This series is the second of the two Harrison overprint coil issues. This particular issue being required to
acknowledge Ireland’s independence. As with the first issue of June to August 1922, no proofs are
recorded from this issue.

Information in this section is included for completeness, in respect of low value overprints in use during
the transitional period. Interestingly overprinted coil stamps remained in use, beyond the issue of the first
Irish definitive stamps, the last production run recorded, being in January 1924. However as no Irish coil
stamps were then available until April 1933 for the 1d value and for the %2d & 2d values until November
1934 and September 1934 respectively, it is therefore assumed that for several years, commercial users
had no access to coil stamps?

For this issue Harrison adopted a three line overprint as shown in fig. 55.

Line widths Characteristics

15.00mm sAoas.cAc Overprint inks - ir'1itially dull t'JIack moving'to shin.y
12.50mm é'n‘ nn blue-black. Harrison overprints can be differentiated
’ A from the Thom printings by the bolder characters, the

. . 6.00mm 1 ’22 raised second ‘e’ of ‘€ire.ann’ and the rounded foot
Overprint height
9.00mm to the ‘1’ of ‘1922’. Flg 55
OVERPRINT REFERENCE, STAMPS OVERPRINTED FOR USE IN ROLLS
OVERPRINT GB STAMP COILS WITH HARRISON OVERPRINTS
RESF.II-E?RII\EAI\IIDCE FACE BASIC COILS OVERPRINT INK COLOUR DATES OF
VALUE COLOUR | ISSUED ISSUE
T62 %d Green 552 Dull black onto Shiny blue black | First batch
7 March 1923
T63 1d Scarlet 300 | Dull black onto Shiny gloss black
; - Last batch
T64 1%d Red-brown 48 Dull black onto Shiny gloss black January 1934
T65 2dDie2 | Orange 300 | Dull black onto Shiny gloss black

. T—— - = PT—
§.wz S o
Ggae (P) gsia 1. STAMPS. |
§Ez DELIVERY LEFT SIDE FIRST L7 ol
—(30 2 . 5o
bk & Prtce £l 0 2 e

JOINED BY....

4
of
DATE R+ A
!

.
.
(d
.
..
.
.
.
Ld

s0c00000000000

T62 Coil End CT17/CE - Coil Delivery Mode Vertical (top)
For more information refer to author’s Compendium titled ‘Overprinted Stamps of Ireland 1922-1935°

HIGH VALUE OVERPRINTED STAMPS

Beyond the Thom ‘SaorscAc’ issue, high value ‘Seahorse’ stamps remained in postal use in Ireland
until September 1937. From August 1925 through to September 1937 four overprint issues were released,
featuring two printers of the ‘Seahorse’ stamps, namely Bradbury Wilkinson, followed by Waterlow &
Sons. With respect to the overprinting of these high value stamps the Government Printing Works,
Dublin contracted overprinting to Somerset House. An exception to this being, that for a brief period in
1935, when Harrison & Sons undertook the overprinting contract.

High value stamps from 1925 through to 1937, are not known to have been used for overprint ink trials.
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APPENDIX 1

DOLLARD ‘BLUE’ OVERPRINT PROOF APPROVED BY THE G.P.O.
Barry Cousins

In the lead up to Ireland’s transition to Free State
status, under the terms of the Anglo-Irish Treaty, the
Dollard Printing House was awarded a contract to
overprint stamps of Great Britain, for postal use by
the Provisional Irish Government.

Dollard in turn sub-contracted part of their contract
to Alex. Thom & Co. Ltd. This action was taken due
to the tight time schedules', coupled with the
availability of production capacity at the respective
printers’ facilities. Messrs Dollard Ltd., as lead
contractor, were responsible for the submission of
overprint proofs to the new postal authority and
meeting the contractual demands of the G.P.O. Both
Dollard & Thom were Dublin based printing firms.

The first overprint proof by Dollard was printed
using a dark blue ink on thin whitish paper. In
philatelic circles this proof is referred to as PR1.

These proofs were submitted in a part sheet format
(assumption subject to validation).The printing was
taken from four adjacent 3 x 5 (15 cliché) stereos,
from overprintforme - setting 1. As a result, this
part sheet, which was submitted for approval, was
made up of five rows (R1 to R5), each row having
twelve proofs (PF1 to PF12).A copy of the top two
complete rows, is shown in fig. 1.

These two rows were subsequently sub-divided into
two parts. The left-hand side consisted of proofs PF1

't should be noted that there was insufficient time to design and
print dedicated stamps for use in Ireland before the
commencement of the ‘transitional period’, on the 17" February
1922.

to PF6 from R1 & R2, whilst the right-hand side
consisted of proofs PF7 to PF12 from R1 & R2.

The point of separation is shown by the red outline
from fig. 1 and which is reproduced in fig. 2.

The right-hand part showing twelve proofs is now in
the hands of the author, as is a single example with
certificate, from R2/PF4, this proof position is
outlined in red, see fig. 1

It is noteworthy that there is a hand-written notation
on the proof block as follows: ‘Approved by W. N.
Jefferies, 10/2/22> and stamped ‘STORES DEPT.,
G.P.0., ALDBOROUGH HOUSE, DUBLIN’.

It is considered most likely that the eleven
unaccounted for proofs from positions PF1 to PF6,
rows Rl & R2 were also split up. However this
assumption cannot be confirmed, at this juncture.

As for the remaining proofs from rows R3, R4 & RS,
it appears from a hand-written statement dated
27/2/23 that they were returned to Dollard.

However it is on record that a block of four blue
proofs from setting 1, were sold at auction as
recently as May 2019. Proofs from this particular
block are back-stamped ‘ORIGINAL PROOF DOLLARD
17.2.22’ and initialed ‘BJB’ (B. J. Brennan, Dollard’s
Plant Manager).

These back-stamped proofs are thought to emanate
from the same part sheet, which was returned to
Dollard. From the author’s standpoint, but subject to
correction, this block is presently the only known
example.

‘.\:—-’\
ol
g an uatcar Riarcar Matcap Taatcar Tuatcap mdrgap | muateap Tuatgar Ruatcar Riatcar iarcar iatcar -
Row 1 hA:ﬂAt IQA::I:A& IQA:,I:UM IOA::IAA IOA:‘I:AA Seatavad hl:nd IQAI-.:MQ M.:IIAA IOA:UAE I-A:IAA loc::m k\,” o
Néywann  hépsann  héypeann  héipeann h‘.m. an  Wéwsann | hémasn | héypmann "“"““u whpoton  néugessn  ilbpasse &".3,\"“& £ Q\t‘v r
122 o 1982 1922 1932 1922 1922 1922 922 1921 1922 1922 | 3 >,: LN
Selose ey —— . - | B 1 o
R 2 Seatavad ::.“..’. Seatavad Seatavas :::::A -:‘:::o Seatavas STA‘L‘:::A ::::{0 .:‘u::.r. ::x:‘:e :n‘:::t i EPT: . S
w " - n P " " ne S e " s 3TORES DEPT, G.P.O;
2, M o b e~ ad b oo sl oo 2 g N ALOBOROUGH HOUSE DUBLIL
figl PF1 PF2 PF3 PF4 PF5 PF6 PF7 PF8 PF9 PF10 PF11 PF12 N.T.S.
= sl
RistTap Riatzar RiaLTAr Riatcar RiaLTAT mau:u-‘ g
Sealavaé  Sealavaé  Sealava¢ Seatadaé  Seatavaé  Sealavaé A A
na na 7 " na na J N oy
néieann  héyeann héyeann héeann  héieann hépeann i N 3 \’\
1922 1922 1022 192.7 1922 1922 ( Y : \f,\.\ A
AR &l TRNS
“RiaLTay Rialcap  Ratcap  Rialear Riatcap Riatcar ! \N
SealaDaé  Sealavaé  Sealavaé Sealavad  Sealavaé Seatavaé
na na na’ na na na YTORES DEPT. ; -
néipeann héipeann héipeann  héipeann héipeann  héeann g 1 H 184‘0%2" e
2. 1922 1922 1922 11022 1922 Gl ALDBOROUGH HOUSE LIN,
fig.2 192 9 G2 92 i
PR1 x 12
Irish Philately April 2020
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APPENDIX 1

DOLLARD IMPERFORATE BLUE PROOFS - PR1 & PR1a
Upper Pane made up of eight 5x3 stereos from Setting 1

Cliché Row Positions (positions in reverse on face of sheet after printing)
12 1 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 32 1
' e : 5 PR ST TN TSR N
Ao‘fJ/.&e

1 Row 3

RAIATIALSE
NDAGAS N

T
RTASIALSE
QXN X

Row 4

Row 5

PR1 x 24 - proofs from upper pane Rows 1 & 2, Stamps 12 to 1.
(PR1 x 12 rare proof block & single example outlined in Red, in author’s collection)
Proofs with Blue outline, Rows 3 to 5, Stamps 12 to 1, are thought to have been retained by Dollard.
Subject to validation these proofs were back-stamped by B. J. Brennan, Plant Manager of the Dollard
Printing House and are listed by Philatelists as PR1a proofs - see example below.

T

ﬂlAL‘GAr A O iGIAL og;u'-n.AL i

Sem,mmé SOALA’DAQ o, : 5
héme’Ann DOLLARD. oLLARD.
: 17.2.02 17.2.82 o

1922

PR1a
TualTar :
SOM.AMc :
na :
héipesnn  héipeann
1922 1922

g o e e 3

PR1a block sold for €6,900 in McDonnell Whyte Auction in December 2009
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APPENDIX 2

DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOF BLOCK

riatcap
SeALADAC
na
héipeann
1922

Riatzap
SeataDAC
na
héipeann
1922

RialTap
SealADAC
na

béipeann

1922

Riatcap
SealavAC
na
héipeann
1922

Riatcap
SeatavA¢
na
héipeann
1922

RriatTAp
SeAalAavAC
na
héineann
1922

riatcap
SeatAvAC
na
héineann
1922

RiatTAp
Seatavac
na
héipeann
1922

RiatTar
Sealavaé
na
héipeann
1922

Riatcap
Seataoaé
na
héipeann
1922

Riatoap RialTap
Sealavaé  Seatavad
na na
héireann héipeann
1922 1922
Riatcap Riatcap
SealavAC  Sealaoad
na na
héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922
RiatTap riatTap
SealaDAC  Sealaodaé
na na
héieann  héipeann
1922 1922
RiaLTap RiatTap
SealLADAG  SeaLavAé
na na
héipeann  héipeann

1922 1922
Riatcar  Rialcap P';‘;E{.‘i‘fn
Sealavaé  Sealavaé 4
na na
héipeann  héipesnn
1922 1922
RiatTap Riatcap
SeatavAac  Sealavaéd
na na
héipeann  héipeann Forme
1922 1922 Position
8
rialTap RiatTap
Sealavaé Seatavad
na na
héineann  héipeann
1922 1922
Riatcap riatcap
Seatavaé  Sealavaé
‘nA na
héireann  héipeann
1922 1922
Riatcap Riatcap
SeALADAC  Sealavad
na - na
héipeann héipeann
1922 1922
riatTap rialTap
SealavAaé  Sealavaé
na na
héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922

PR2 - proof block , black ink overprint, thin
whitish paper, with no backstamp.

Thirty clichés from two complete and identical
3 x 5 setting 2 stereos, from forme positions 4 & 8.

STEREO SETTING 2

(varieties repeated on each stereo)

Vij Vih
A+l
Vik Vla
A
Vic
A+C
Vla Vif
A A+D+E
Vim Vil vid
B+E A+C/D

REF. KEY OVERPRINT VARIANT
DESCRIPTION
Via A |'R’over ‘Se’/ ‘T’ over ‘.
Vic | A+C |'R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘T’ over ‘&’ & ‘U over
right shank of " in ‘na.’.
vid A [ over‘Se’ /T’ over ‘& & ‘U’ over
¢/p |right shank of 1’ & centre of 'na’.
V1f A [ over‘Se’ /T’ over ‘& & ‘U
D+E |centred over ‘na’ & ‘ér’ over ‘1" in
1922’.
Vih | A+l [‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘T’ over ‘A’ & ‘¢’ in
‘Sealanad’ slightly raised.
Vij G Diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ in
‘Rialocar’ and first leg of ‘v’ of ‘na’.
Vik B |‘U over left shank of ‘1’ of ‘na’.
Vil B +E |‘U’ over left shank of ‘n’" of ‘na’ & ‘ér’
over ‘1’ in ‘1922’
Vim E ‘é1” over ‘1’in “1922’.
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APPENDIX 2

DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOF BLOCKS

STEREO SETTING 2

Vij Vih
G A+l
Vik Vla
B A
Vic
A+C
Vla Vif
A A+D+E
Vim Vil Vid
E B+E A+C/D

PR2a - proof block , black ink overprint, thin
whitish paper, with Type 1 backstamp.

Riatcap Riatcap Riatcap
SealADAE Sealavad  Seatavad
nA na na
héipeann héipeann héipeann
1922 1922 1922
RiatTap RiatTay Riatcap
SealADAE  SealaDAé  Sealavaé
na na na
héipeann héireann  héipeann
1922 1922 1922

SETTING 2 CLICHE VARIETIES

Dollard
Type 1

REF. | ALPHA OVERPRINT VARIANT
KEY DESCRIPTION
Via A ‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘r’ over ‘4.
Vih A+l |R’ over ‘Se’/ T’ over ‘&’ & ‘¢’ in
‘Sealanad slightly raised.
Vij G Diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ in
‘Rialcar’ and first leg of ‘' of ma’.
Vik B ‘L’ over left shank of ‘n” of ‘ha.’.

Backstamp

STEREO SETTING 3

PR2a - proof block , black ink overprint, thin

whitish paper, with Type 1 backstamp.

riatTAp rialTap
SealaADACE  Sealavad
na na
héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922
riatcap rRalTAp
SealaoAaé  SealAavaéd
na na
héireann  héipeann
1922 1922

SETTING 3 CLICHE VARIETIES

Vig Vla V1i
A+H A A+
Vik Vla Vil
B A B+E
Vin
C+F
Vib Vif
A+B A+D+E
Vle Vil Vvid
A+E B+E A+ C/D

REF. | ALPHA OVERPRINT VARIANT
KEY DESCRIPTION

Vib | A+B |‘R’over‘Se’/ ‘r’ over ‘A’ & ‘U over
left shank of ‘1’ of ‘na’.

Vid |A+C/D|R’ over‘Se’/‘r’ over ‘& & ‘L’ over
right shank of ‘n’ & centre of na.’.

V1f |A+D+E|‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘r’ over ‘&’ & ‘U
centred over ‘na’ & ‘@1’ over ‘1’ in
1922,

Vil B+E |‘U’ over left shank of ‘n’ of ‘na’ & ‘ér’
over ‘1’ in 1922,
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APPENDIX 2
DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOFS

Pair acquired as PR4, Setting 1, with no backstamp on medium white paper,

per description from Roy Hamilton-Bowen.

Also mentioned ‘although of good quality this paper is quite different to
reproductions taken from the Freeman Handbook’. From author’s standpoint

this example shows ‘é1” of ‘héine.ann’ vertically over the ‘1’ in ‘1922’ which

is not consistent with Setting 1 alignments. A mystery to be solved ?

rialcap riatcap
SeAlADAC  Sealavac
na na
héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922
PR4

Examples below are all taken from Setting 1 stereos. With Setting 1 the clichés were accurately set,

giving rise to constant alignment characteristics, which are considered to be the norm -

a) no ‘R’ over ‘Se’ variants.
b) ‘L’ of ‘Sealanac’is vertically over the ‘n’ of ‘na\’.

c)‘1” of ‘héineann’ is vertically over the ‘1’ in ‘1922”°.

Riatcay
Seatavaé
na
héipeann
1922

PR5
Proofs from defaced type block
Stereo Setting 1. Whitish paper
No backstamp

PR4a
Block

Stereo Setting 1. Whitish paper

Type 2 backstamp.

Ria™ ap
Seal 0ac
ra
héiy :ann
L¢22

Rio cap
Seal 0aé
T
héir :ann
I i2

Ria zap
Seal (oaé
t A
hé1y rann

sl
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PR4a
Positional example from R20/1.
Stereo Setting 1. Whitish paper

Type 2 backstamp.
Riatcap Riatcap
SeAlavAé  Seatavad
na na
héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922
Riatcap Riatcap
SeAalaDAaé  Sealavaé
na na
héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922




APPENDIX 3

DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOFS

na
héipeann
10922

PR6
Dollard Positional Proof
Stereo Setting 2
Overprint impression pale red.
No backstamp

Setting Variant V2d.
STEREO SETTING 2
V2j V2h V2j
SETTING 2 CLICHE VARIETIES G A+l G
REF. | ALPHA OVERPRINT VARIANT
KEY DESCRIPTION V2k V2a V2k V2a
V2a A ‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘1’ over ‘A . B A B A
V2c A+C | over‘Se’/r’ over ‘A & ‘U over
right shank of n" in na.’. V2e
v2d | A+C/D | R’ over ‘se’ /T’ over ‘&’ & ‘U’ over
right shank of ‘n’ & centre of na.’. A+C
V2f | A+D+E | R’ over‘Se’/‘r’ over ‘&’ & ‘U
centred over ‘na’ & ‘é1’ over ‘1’ in V2a Vvaf V2a
1922,
A A +D +E A
V2h A+l |‘R’over‘Se’/ T’ over ‘A’ & ‘¢’ in
‘Sealanad’ slightly raised.
V2j G Diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ in vam @ vad vam val
‘Rialecar’ and first leg of ‘'’ of ma’. E B+E | A+C/D E B+E
V2k B L’ over left shank of 1" of ma.’.
PR6a
Positional block of 20 proofs
Rows 1, 2, 3, 4, Columns 1 to 5. RiatTap riatcap Riatcap Riatcap Riatcayp
Stereo Setting 2. Sealavaé Sealavaé Sealavaé | Seatavaé Sealaoaé
K na na na na na
Backstamp Type 1. héijeann hé&peann héiyeann | héieann héipeann
1922 1922 1922 1922
Stereo alignment variants. 9 9 o 9 9
v.vhe.re appllcable., are Riatcap Riatcap Riatcap Riatcap RiatTap
highlighted grey in the Beatavad - Sealavaé Sealavaé | Sealavaé  Sealavacé
schematic. na na na na na
héijeann  héipeann  héipeann | héieann  héipeann
Block ex-collection D. Brennan. 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922
RiatTcap Rialcap RiatTap RialTAap - Riatcay
SealADAG  SealaDAE  Sealavaé | ‘Seatavaé Sealavaé
RIGI o ULSE na i na _na
OMGINA héieann hépeann héipeann €ipeann  héipeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922
Riatcap RialTarp RialTap R\AL‘CA]; le,cb.r |
Sealavaé Sealavaé Sealavaé | Seatavaé  Seatavaé
17.2.2% e na _na na na
s héipeann hémeann héipeann | héweann héireann
¢ 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922
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APPENDIX 3
DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOF BLOCK A

-SETTING 1 B - SETTING 3 C-SETTING 1

PR6b x 45 - (Block made up of 3 complete 3 x5 Stereos)

1922 COMBINATION SETTINGS v2j Vzh
Combination settings made use of four Setting 1 and G Axl
four Setting 3 stereos, for each pane - see fig. 24.
This combination arrangement was in use by Dollard, vk | v
with Setting 2 stereos, for the overprinting of the ¢ A
2Y4d, 4d & 9d values, using red ink and which were —
. . V2c UF2q
released by the Postal Authority on the 1 April 1922. =
A+C
The block example shown is made up of three Type 2
complete 3 x 5 stereos (45 clichés). This proof block || v Fam
used thin whitish paper, with Type 2 backstamps, on A | AD4E
the back of the overprint impressions.
F20 v2m V2l vad F20
In July 1922 Thom became the sole overprinter, I I
making use of Dollard’s Setting 2 stereos.
——
STEREO SETTING 1 STEREO SETTING 3 STEREO SETTING 1
Riatcap fatcap Matcap Riatcap Riatcap RIALCAP  miatcap Matcap Riatcap
SealaDAd Sealavad Seatavad S0ALADAS  Sealavad Sealavaé gegLapaé  Sealavad  Sealavad
na na na na na na na na na
héimeann héieann héipeann Héeann héipeann  héipeann  ngpeann héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922
Riatcap riatcap Rialcap Rialcap fuatcar Riatcap matcap Riatcap rialcap
BeAlaDAE  Sealavad Sealavad Sealavaé  Sealavad SealavAS geatavadé  Sealavaé  Sealavaé
na na na na na na na na na
héiea'n héipeann héipeann héyweann héipeann  héipeann héipeann  héipeann  hipeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922
Riatcap Riatcay Riatcar riatcap iatcap fatcar atcap Ratcay Riatcay
Sealavad .Sealavad Sealavad Seatavaé Sealavaé SealavAé sealavad  Sealavad  Sealavad
na na na na na na na 1A na
héipeann héipeann héipeann héipeann héipeann héipeann  hépeann  héypeann  héipeann
1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1922 1022
Rialcap Riatcay Riatcap Riatcap iatcap iatcay Riatcap fiatcay Riatcay
Sealavaé Sealavad Sealavad Seclavaé Sealavaé SeAlLADAE Sealovaé  Sealavaé  Sealavad
na 1A na na na na na na na
héipeann héipeann héipeann héeann héipeann  héipeann hépeann  héipeann  hépeann
1922 1922 1022 1922 1922 122 1922 1922 1022
Riatcap natcapy Riatcap RiIALTAp Rialtcap Riatcar Riatcap Riatcar Riatcap
Sealavaé Sealavad Sealavad gealavaé Sealavaé  Sealavaé Sealavaé  Sealavaé  Sealavad
na na na na na na na na na
héieann  héipeann  héipeann  hépeann hépeann  héipeann héipeann héipeann  héipeann
1922 1922 1922 1022 1922 1922 1922 1922 1022

NTS - Scan reduced in size

REF. | ALPHA | CONSTANT STEREO SETTING 3 VARIANTS REF. | ALPHA CONSTANT STEREO SETTING 3 VARIANTS
V2a A R’ over ‘Se’ / T’ over ‘. V2l B +E | ‘U over left shank of ‘n" of ‘ha’ & ‘é1’ over ‘1’
V2b | A+B | over‘se’/‘r’ over ‘A’ & ‘U over left V2n | C+F | ‘U over right shank of ‘n" of ma’ & ‘ip” of
shank of ‘n’ of ma’. ‘héinean’ over ‘1’ in ‘1922,
v2d |A+C/D | ‘R’ over ‘Se’ / T’ over ‘4 & ‘U’ over right REF. STEREO SETTING 1 FLAWS
shank of ‘n’ & centre of ‘na’. - - - -
F2m | Aspirate over ‘e’ in ‘héineann’ - Setting 1 stereo C .¥
V2e | A+E |R over‘Se’ /T over ‘4’ & ‘é) over ‘1'. — " -
F2o0 |Blotted ‘¢’ of ‘Sealanad’ - Setting 1 stereos A & C .£
V2f | A +D +E [ R’ over ‘Se’ /‘r’ over ‘&, ‘U’ centred over - - -
‘na’ & ‘@1’ over ‘1’ in ‘1922’ UF2q | Split ‘9" in 1922’ - Setting 1 stereo C .
v2g | A+H |‘R’ over‘Se’/‘r over ‘&’ & mitre cuts to (¥ Listed flaw not constant)
upright of "R’ & first leg of nf of na’. OAP | Setting 3 stereo raised, giving ten adjacent out of
V2i | A+J |R over ‘Se’ /7 over ‘& & in alignment pairs between stereos A& Band B & C.
Sealaoad raised. For further details of variants & flaws, please refer
V2k B U over left shank of ‘W’ of ‘na . to the author’s Compendium titled -
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APPENDIX 3

DOLLARD IMPERFORATE PROOF BLOCK

ROW IN STEREO

Riatcap

Riatcap RiatTap RiatTAp
BeAlADAE Sealavaé Sealavdaé  Seatavac
na na na na
héipeann héipeann héipeann  héipeann

L 1922 1022 £ 7922 1922
RiatTap Riatcap riatcap riatcap
BeAlLADAE  SeAlavAé Sealavaé  Sealadaéd
na na na na
héipeann  héipeann Héipeann  héipeann

. EQZ2\ 1922) 1922 1922
RiaLTAp Riatcap RriatTap riIALTAT:
BeAlADAE SealADAC  SedlADAé  Sealavad
na na na na
héipeann  héipeann hémeann  héipeann
1922 1922 1922 ‘ 1922
Riatzap riatoap Riatzap RialTap
Sealaoaé Sealadaé  SealADAG  Sealavaé
na 1A na na
hé&peann hépeann héwyeann  héipeann
%2\}2 N 1922 “+ 1922 \ 1922 .\
PR7x16

Marginal block made up of 4 part Stereos from Setting 2
Thin buff paper & Type 2 backstamp

CLICHE LAYOUT

Type 2
Backstamp

SETTING 2 CLICHE VARIETIES

V2c REF. ALPHA OVERPRINT VARIANT
KEY DESCRIPTION
A+C
V2a A ‘R’ over ‘Se’/ ‘v’ over ‘4.
V2a v2f V2c A+C |‘R’ over‘Se’/‘r over ‘A’ & ‘U over
right shank of " in na.’.
A A+D +E { ’ { ’ [ ] { ’ A4
v2d | A+c/D |R’ over ‘Se’/‘r’ over ‘A’ & ‘L’ over
right shank of ‘n’ & centre of 'na.’.
V2m V2| Vvad V2m V2f A+D+E IRI over Isel / Irl over IAI & ILI
E B+E | A+C/D E centred over ‘na’ & ‘é1’ over ‘1’ in
1922,
V2h A+l |'R’over‘sSe’/ T’ over ‘& & ‘¢’ in
V2j V2h V2j ‘Sealanosd slightly raised.
G A+l G V2j G Diagonal cut to upright of ‘R’ in
‘Rialcar’ and first leg of ‘1’ of ma’.
Wl B+E [‘U’ over left shank of " of ma’.
Parts of four Setting 2 Stereos - -
V2m E ‘e’ over ‘1" in ‘1922’.
OAP | Four out of alighnment horizontal pairs from
adjacent stereos.
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APPENDIX 4
THOM STEREO SUB-SETTINGS

Overprint Setting 1a Overprint Setting 1b
Row 20/2

Rows 20/2 and 20/3 Rows 20/2 and 20/3
Right side of “1” in “1922.” almost under Right side of ‘1’ in “1922.’ slightly to the left
centre of the ‘1’ in ‘héineann’. of the ‘1’ in “héineam’.
Full stop after ‘1922.” closer to the date than Full stop after “1922.’ is wider spaced than
in Setting 1b. with Setting 1a.

Row 20/2

Thinned second ‘2’in‘1922.” (# not constant).

Settings 1a and 1b features only apply to overprinted stamps T16 from the Thom issue,
of the 17 February 1922 - see page 18.

Overprint Setting 2a Overprint Setting 2b
Row 20/2 Row 20/2
7]
. z ;w $

Row 20/2 Row 20/2
Triangular (angled) full stop after ‘1922.°. Full stop after “1922.’undamaged.

Settings 2a and 2b features apply to overprinted stamps T17 & T29 from the Thom issue of the
17 February 1922 & the later issue of the 7 July to 6 November 1922 - see pages 19 & 26.
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APPENDIX 4
THOM OVERPRINT ALIGNMENT VARIETIES
With the Thom stereo settings it is recognised that alignment varieties occur, between rows, namely -
a) movement of the second line, giving rise to R/e, R/Se and R/S variants.
b) movement of the fourth line, giving rise to 1/1, é1/1 and é1/19 variants.
In this publication R/Se(1), 1/1 & é1/1 are taken as normal alignments.
Secondly the variants listed with the Thom settings are generally made up of variant combinations, which
can also include the relative positioning of ‘L’ over ‘ha’, from the second and third rows.
However, setting variant listings, in this publication, do take account of ‘é1’ over ‘1’ variants, if they

occur in control blocks made up of stamps from rows 19 & 20 stamps 1, 2, 3 & stamps 10, 11, 12, if the
1d stamp was overprinted.

R/e R/Se and R/S Varieties.

These varieties are caused by the movement of the second line of the
overprint. In the R/e variety Sealadac has moved to the left relative to
the other lines.In the R/Se and R/S varieties Sealadac has moved to the
right.

The examples below are compared by noting the relative position of
the r of Rialtar and the third a of Sealadac.

Normal R/Se(1) R/Se(2)

R/Se(3)
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APPENDIX 4
THOM OVERPRINT ALIGNMENT VARIETIES

1/l €1/] and €1/19 Varieties.

Movement of the fourth line of the overprint causes these varieties.
The €1/19(2) and €1/19(3) varieties are only found in conjunction with

R/Se(3).
In the 1/] variety h€ireann has moved slightly to the left.In the €1/]

and €1/19 varieties h€ireann has moved to the right

Normal e1/19(1)

e1/19(2) €1/19(3)

Composite variants, which occur with some Thom stereo settings, are referenced V4a to V4g in
connection with the 17 February 1922 issue and V6a to V6g , if from the 7 July - 6 November 1922 issue.
For call back refer to pages 18 to 21 for V4 variants and pages 26 & 30 for V6 variants, in the main text.

The author is indebted to studies by Michael Priestley on the topic of overprint alignments, which are
shown on pages 56 & 57. Over many years Michael, a doyen of Irish philately, spanning the ‘transitional
period’ wrote many articles on this subject matter, which were published in the Eire Philatelic
Association (EPA) & Irish Philatelic Circle (IPC) Journals.
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APPENDIX 4
THOM IMPERFORATE PROOF BLOCK

Imperforate proof block with call-back to the Thom 17 February 1922 overprint issue. Block from lower
pane, made up of 42 clichés from parts of four Setting 3 stereos - see dividing lines in red.

PROOF POSITION IN ROW

7 8 9 10 11 12
ROW
niatcar Riatcar Rialcar nialcar rialcar Rialcay
Sealavac Seatavaé | Seatavac Sealavaé  Sealavaé  Seatavaé
na na na na na na 11
héireann  héipeann | hémeann néipeann  héipeann  héipeann
1922. 1922. 1922. 1922. 1922. 1922,
Riatcatr Riatcar RialTar RiatTar riatcar riatcar
SealavAC Sealavaé | Seatadac SealaDAE  Sealadaé  Sealavaé
na na na na na na 12
héieann  héipeann | hémeann néipeann  héipeann  héipeann
1922. 1922. 1922. /1922. /1922. /1922.
rualcar riatcar riatcar Rialcar Riatcar rialcar
SealADAC SealADAE | Seatavaé SealaDaé . Sealadaé  Sealavaé
na na na na na na 13
héigeann  héipeann | héipeann héipeann  héipesnn  héipeann
1922, 1922, 1922. 1922. 1922. 1922,
riatcar atcar riatcay nratcar Rialcary riatcar
Sealoavaé Sealavaé | Sealavac SealADAE  SealadA¢  Sealadac
na na na na na na 14
héieann  héipeann | hépeann héipeann  héipeann  héipeann
1922, 1922, 1922. 1922. 1922, 1922,
Rialcar Rialcar Riatcatr Rrialcary ratcar ialcar
Seataoac SealavAC | Seatapac SealaDAE  SeAlADAE  Sealavaé
na - na na na na na 15
héipeann  héipeann | hépeann héipeann  héipeann  héieann
1922. 1922. 1922, /1922. /1922. /1922.
Rialzar atcar Ralcar Rwlcap - Rwloay atcar
SealaDAé  Sealapaé | Sealavac aLODAE  SealaDAE  Sealavac
na na na na na na 16
néieann  héipeann [ hémeann héipeann  héeann  héipeann
1922. 1922. 1922. 1922. 1922, 1922,
Riatoar RiatTar natcar RiatTar Rialcary RialTary
Sealaoac Sealanad | Seatavac SealADAE  SealaDAC  Sealadaé
na na na na na ThA 17
héipeann  héipeann [ hépeann héipeann  héipeann  hépeann
1922. 1922. 1922. 1922, 1922, 1922.

PR14 x 42 Imperforate Proof Block
Thom Stereo Setting 3
Black Ink Overprint, Thin Buff Paper. No Backstamp.
Block Stereo Makeup - Full 4 x 4 Stereo & 4 x 3, 4 x 2, 3 x 2 Part Stereos.

POSITION MINOR VARIANTS
IN BLOCK (see pages 56 & 57) "
- This block example has been scanned from a
R12/10, 11, 12 |‘ér over “1"in “1922.". publication titled ‘Ireland : The Overprints
R15/10, 11, 12 | év" over “1 in 1922.". 1922-1935° published by McDonnell-Whyte
as a ‘Tribute to Cyri in’
R16/10 Short ‘i’ in ‘Rialcar’. SOt
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APPENDIX 5
THOM ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ PRINTING TRIALS
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PR15 x 16 including TC122 Imperforate Control Block z ~ -
Row 20/1 UF6q - Nick in ‘S’

%2d Green with Dull Black Overprint T25DB.
Proof Reference PR15

Characteristics Associated with the Control Block
Royal Mint Plate 72 Characteristics
R20/3 oval dot in base line under ‘F P, R18/1 R18/2 R18/3 R18/4
Jubilee line adjacent to stamp R20/1 raised, compared
with level of line adjacent to stamp R20/2

R17/1 R17/2 R17/3 R17/4

Harrison Control Characteristics
“T22’ with slight upward slope from left to right.
Right edge of second ‘2’ of ‘22’ beyond the adjacent Vec
jubilee line.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.8mm.

R19/1 R19/2 R19/3 R19/4

R20/1 R20/2 R20/3 R20/4
Thom Overprint Setting 7 Characteristics UF6q
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 19.8mm, B 19.8mm, C 50.6mm
(see page 30 for datum points) T 22

Control Block Setting Variants

UF6q - R20/1 ‘Sealanaé’ with small white line flaw Block made up of one 4x4 stereo & 4x1 part stereo
el EEOUEN OP B S See Control Block entry in main text -
TC122 Page 32.
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APPENDIX 5

THOM ‘PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT’ PRINTING TRIALS

.0

Row 16/5 & 6
Vég
‘R’ over ‘e’
& ‘ei/19’

.0

Row 20/1
UFéq
Bulge in right

leg of ‘A’

; : 3 : Row 20/4
T 22 s o W s : T 4 ‘ Fed
v : : Split ‘R’

T17PR x 30 including TC128 Imperforate Control Block
2d Die 2 Orange with Dull Black Overprint
T17DB. Proof Reference T17PR

Characteristics Associated with the Control Block

Royal Mint Plate 3 Ptg. B Characteristics
T17f- R20/2 stamp, break in outer frame line under

cNa Of ‘PENCE’ & jubilee line damaged. T17f - Frame line break under ‘N’
Low section of left side rule, adjacent R20 tapered. R16/1 | R16/2 | R16/3 | R16/4 | R16/5 | R16/6
Harrison Control Characteristics veg | veg
Control centrally positioned. .
Damage to left side of crossbar of “T’. R17/1 | R17/2 | R17/3 | R17/4 | R17/5 | R17/6

€22’ raised above level of ‘T".
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.5mm.

Thom Overprint Setting 5 Characteristics " R18/1 | R18/2 | R18/3 | R18/4 | R18/5 | R18/6
Dull black ink. Measurements R19 & R20/1,2,3
A 20.5mm, B 19.9mm, C 51.3mm.

(see page 30 for datum points )

R19/1 | R19/2 | R19/3 | R19/4 | R19/5 | R19/6
Control Block Setting Variants

R19/2,3 é1’ over ‘1’ of “1922.’- see page 57. .
R19/1 ‘v’ over ‘1 of *1922.’-see page 57. R R20/5 | R20/6
UF6q- R20/1 Small circular bulge in right leg of the UF6q F6d
first ‘A’ of ‘Sealavac’.

Q| ei/r | et

See entry in main text - TC128 Page 34. 22

Largest recorded block, ex collection T.E. Field.

Block made up of 4 part stereos - 4x3, 4x2, 2x3, 2x2
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THOM ‘IRISH FREE STATE / SAORSTAT’ PRINTING TRIALS

eeesccceces

TS N = =
EPLNN;}“]

PR23 x 18 including TC184 Imperforate Control Block

R18/8 | R18/9 | R18/10 | R18/11 | R18/12

R19/8 | R19/9

R20/8 | R20/9

T 22

1d Scarlet with Dull Black Overprint T48DB.
Proof Reference PR23

Characteristics Associated with the Control Block

Royal Mint Plate 94 Characteristics
No jubilee markings adjacent to stamps.

Harrison Control Characteristics
“T22’ impression bold, in particular the ‘22’.
Second ‘2’ with indent underside of base.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 1.9mm.

Thom Overprint Setting 1 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/10,11,12
A 20.00mm, B 40.60mm.
(see page 41 for datum points)

Control Block Setting Variants
UF9r - R20/11 “1” slightly lower than ‘9’ in “1922’.

See entry in main text - TC184 Page 43.
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THOM ‘IRISH FREE STATE / SAORSTAT’ PRINTING TRIALS

eesssesescce

®ececcccsone

Row 20/1 & 2
UF9m
Second ‘2’
raised

\'

Row 20/1

UF9v
/{ Rightleg
fecsoscssesnnene ot &:—- Of ﬁrst ’A’
. _'1‘ damaged

eececcseccosn
ese0cccccce
eecesccccce
eeccccccce
eescccccoce

PR25 x 30 including TC188/1 Perforate Control Block

2d Die 2 Orange with Dull Black Overprint TSODB.
Proof Reference PR25

Characteristics Associated with the Control Block

Waterlow Plate 5 Characteristics
Row 19 Oval dot in left side rule at 12.5mm. R16/1 | R16/2 | R16/3 | R16/4 | R16/5 | R16/6
Row 20 Vertical hairline flaw by jubilee line.
R20/2 Underside of jubilee line badly worn.

Harrison Control Characteristics R17/1 | R17/2 | R17/3 | R17/4 | R17/5 | R17/6
Right serif at base of ‘T’ cut back.
Base of first ‘2’ slopes upwards, from the left &
leading edge damaged.
Top of ‘T’ to jubilee line 2.0mm

i T 122}

R18/1 | R18/2 | R18/3 | R18/4 | R18/5 | R18/6

Thom Overprint Setting 2 Characteristics
Dull black ink. Measurements R20/1,2,3 R19/1 | R19/2 | R19/3 | R19/4 | R19/5

A 20.25mm, B 40.75mm. asle
(see page 41 for datum points)
Control Block Setting Variants R20/1 | R20/2 | R20/3 | R20/4 | R20/5 | R20/6
R20/1& R20/2 Second ‘2’ of ‘1922’ raised. UFom
R20/1 Right leg of first ‘a” of ‘Saorscac’damaged. e ||
R20/2 first ‘T’ in ‘Ssorscdc’ undamaged. T2

See entry in main text - Page 44.
Ex collection T.E. Field, scarce multiple.

Block made up of 4 part stereos - 4x3, 4x2, 2x3, 2x2
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EXPLANATION OF NOTATIONS & ABBREVIATIONS

Notation Description
N14 to N32 | Gibbons (SG) references given to GB definitive stamps, if overprinted, for use in Ireland.
N65, N68, N71 |SG references given to GB high value definitive stamps overprinted, for use in Ireland.
Printers Plates | Gibbons philatelic plating protocol adopted. Plate numbers in use with control blocks
T1 to T65 Hibernian (Hib.) references in use for basic overprinted GB stamps.
PR1 to PR7 | Hib. references for Dollard black/red ink imperforate proofs & variants - 5 line ‘Rialcar’.
PR8 to PR9c | Hib. references for Dollard red ink trial sheet printings & variants - 5 line ‘Rialcar’.
PR10 to PR12 | Hib. references for Dollard high value imperforate proofs - 4 line ‘Rialcar’.

PR13 to PR14b

Hib. references for Thom low value imperforate proofs.

PR15 to PR20 |Hib. references for Thom trial printings, with narrow 5 - line ‘Rialcar’ overprint on
sheet stamps, which are accompanied with a sheet control.
PR21 As above, but applicable to Thom trial printings, with a wide overprint setting.
PR22 to PR29 |Hib. references for Thom trial printings, with ‘Saorscac’ overprint on sheet stamps,
which are accompanied with a sheet control.
TC121 Hib. reference for control blocks from Dollard printing trial (essay) using red ink.

TC122-TC132

Hib. ref. for control blocks from Dollard printing trials - DB ink ‘Rialcar’ overprints.

TC181-TC193

Hib. ref. for control blocks from Dollard printing trials - DB ink ‘Saorscac’ overprints.

V1, V4, V6,V9 | Variety references, with alpha letter after the number, are from Book 1 - see below.
F1, F4, F6, F9 |Flaw references, with alpha letter after the number, are from Book 1- see below.
UF1, 4, 6,9 |Unlisted Flaw references, with alpha letter after the number, are from Book 1- see below.
PH Postal History

T, PR, TC, PH

Notations highlighted in green, denote items which are in the authors collection.

Abbreviations & Descriptions

E&OE Errors and omissions excepted.

tbe To be confirmed.

N.T.S Not to scale.

¥ Flaw not consistent

GB  Grey-Black ink

DB Dull Black ink
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5 Commemorative Stamps of Ireland 1929 - 2001. 2018 - 227
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